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Weekly Situation Update 

UNHCR Kenya Operation 
Week Ending: Friday, 16 April, 2010 

Political, Social and Economic Developments within the last week 

The government has stated that it will mount a vigorous campaign in support of the current draft 
constitution. This document is to be published by the Attorney General in the near future and will be 
put to a referendum in August 2010. Some MPs including some Cabinet Members, however, have 
started to openly campaign against the draft.  
 
The Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission (TJRC) has been embroiled in controversy since 
sections of civil society demanded the resignation of its Chairman, Mr. Kiplagat, saying he was a long-
serving civil servant during the KANU administration when numerous atrocities were committed 
including the murder of a former Foreign Affairs Minster.  

Refugee Influx 

Registration Statistics 12 to 16 April 2010 

Location Total BDI COD ERT ETH RWA SOM SUD ZIM 

Total 
Registered 
in 2010 

Nairobi 199   12 7 35 2 143     3,778 

Dadaab                   14,879 

Kakuma 218       4   54 160   2,509 

Total 417   12 7 39 2 197 160   21,166 

 
Note: Dadaab weekly registration statistics not included.  

Security concerns and security incidents over the last week 

Within the Nairobi the urban refugee programme went on unhindered. No incidences involving staff 
were reported during the week.  
 
Kakuma remains calm and stable. The onset of the rains has not restricted movement within Kakuma, 
however, road movement between Lodwar and Kitale was cut off by flooded rivers thus delaying 
delivery of supplies.  
 
Dadaab has maintained relative calm. Relations with the host community continue to pose challenges. 
On 5 April, a riot situation arose after host community youths resisted the establishment of a 
verification centre at Dagahaley camp. The purpose of the verification exercise is to locate refugee 
recyclers, refugees who have died, and host community members registered as refugees. UNHCR is 
engaging the Government in order as to find a lasting solution. 

Protection and protection related issues  

In Nairobi this week, 653 individuals arrived for registration. Of these, 214 were registered and 439 
were given an appointment to be registered at a later date. Of those registered, 69% of the registered 
individuals are from Somalia, 16% from Ethiopia,  8% from DRC, 3% from Eritrea, 2%  from  



 2 

Burundi, 2% others. The waiting period for registration is now up to 24 May 2011, with 7,377 
individuals pending. 
 
The issuance of movement passes for immediate transfer to camps is still subject to difficult 
coordination with the DRA; the process is under review. 
  
In Nairobi this week, 53 new cases were given a first instance Refugee Status Determination (RSD) 
appointment. There were also 62 cases of 67 individuals given RSD interviews this week (27/28 ETH, 
16/20 DRC, 10/10 ERT, 3/3 RWA, 3/3 SOM, 1/1 BUR, 1/1 SUD, 1/1 TAN). The waiting period for 
an RSD interview is now up to 23 August 23 2010, with 1,134 cases/1,364 individuals pending. 
  

UNHCR attended a two day workshop on Urban Vulnerability, jointly organized by OCHA and UN-
Habitat. This was attended by a number of GOK, NGOs, Community-based organisations and UN 
agencies. Recommendations stemming from the workshop aim at developing a co-ordination structure 
on urban vulnerability, conducting targeted advocacy on urban vulnerability issues, and developing 
monitoring indicators in the event of a humanitarian emergency in urban areas.  
 

IDP issues 
NSTR 

Emergency and other technical support  

NSTR 

Sub-Offices 

Kakuma 

A very large card exchange activity, where refugees will be issued with new series of ration cards, 
began on 16 April. This is a week-long exercise that is expected to end on 23 April 2010.  More than 
68,000 refugees will be involved in this exercise.  
 
UNHCR monitoring sessions at the camp field posts were reduced to twice a week due to heavy rains.   
During the week, 67 refugees received feedback from UNHCR and 37 new cases were referred to 
various UNHCR departments for assistance. The 57 letters that UNHCR received from refugees this 
week were also brought to the attention of various officers in UNHCR. 
 
A total of 182 shelters were roofed and 30 temporal tents erected in the camp.  However, due to 
shortage of long poles that are utilized in roofing, there are many unroofed houses that could collapse 
if the rains continue in Kakuma. 
 

Dadaab 

The Verification Exercise in Dagahaley, which was scheduled to start on 6 April, but had to be put on 
hold due to the intervention by the host community. The verification exercise later had to be further 
postponed after a host community group caused over US $ 10,000 worth of damage to the verification 
site on Monday 12 April. During this violent incident the police refused to intervene to protect 
UNHCR property and assets.  Refugee leaders in Dagahaley have given assurances that all the 
refugees are eager for verification to take place as soon as possible, and that there will be full 
cooperation.  Options for resuming the verification are under consideration by UNHCR and partner 
agencies, but are awaiting assurances from the authorities that adequate police support will be 
provided. The stated reasons for host community objections to the verification exercise lacks 
credibility, however, there is mounting evidence to suggest that the real reason is reluctance to lose the 
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diversion of food and other stocks enjoyed by businesses, which would occur if an estimated 30,000 
bogus registrations were deactivated. 
 
A senior management mission from WFP came to Dadaab to assess the food distribution arrangements 
in Dagahaley following the disturbances on 2 April. The new procedures put in place when 
distribution resumed on 5 April, which place more responsibility on refugee leaders, were endorsed.  
Distribution is continuing without further problems. 
 
Some 46 staff of Sub office Dadaab are taking part in a team building workshop in Garissa over the 
weekend.  This will support the transition to a Multi-Functional Team approach to field operations. 
 
A craft shop, selling articles made by refugees, has been set up at the UNHCR cafeteria.  It is hoped 
that the large numbers of visitors to Dadaab will support the refugees by buying gifts and souvenirs to 
take home with them. 
 
The telephone system in SO Dadaab is being replaced with more modern equipment, and the satellite 
dish has been moved, hopefully resulting in better communications and less disruption to both e-mail 
and other communication programmes.  
 


