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Situation Report 18 – Caribbean Hurricane Season 

25 September 2008 
 

This situation report is based on information received from, the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) in the 
affected countries, the Regional Office in Panama and the National Hurricane Centre. This situation report covers the 
effects of storms and Hurricanes “Gustav” and “Ike” in the Caribbean.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 
• In Haiti the biggest concerns continues to be the massive damage to crops, food insecurity and logistics. 

The Flash Appeal launched 19 September is only 3.4% funded. 
• Heavy rains this week caused floods in several areas of the Dominican Republic prompting evacuations.  
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SITUATION  
 

1. A low pressure system centered about 150 miles north-east of the Grand Turk Island is moving at 24k/ph 
became a tropical storm named Kyle. Heavy rains and thunderstorm activity affected Hispaniola this week and Kyle is 
now moving North-west and is 1035 km away from Bermuda.   
 
2. The vulnerability throughout the Caribbean countries has increased dramatically with another almost 2   
months left before the end of the hurricane season. Only little rain can have serious consequences. The region has been 
affected since 15 August successively by tropical storms (“Fay” and “Hanna”) and hurricanes “Gustav” and “Ike” that 
claimed more than 400 lives so far, affecting more than 3 million persons and damaging more than 600,000 houses.   

 
HAITI 
3. The hurricanes and tropical storms that have affected Haiti since mid-August have killed 423 people and left 
approximately 800,000 in dire need of help. More than 111,000 people remain in temporary displacement. The colossal 
damages to the agricultural sector, with 70% of crops damaged or destroyed, currently pose the biggest concern as the 
population already suffered from a sharp increase of food prices. 
 
4. The UNDAC Team phased out and handed over to the OCHA office in Port-au-Prince as well as to the Sub 
office of the Humanitarian Coordinator established in Gonaives. Additional Humanitarian Affairs Officers seconded by 
DFID and CANADEM are arriving in country to strengthen the coordination structure. 
 
5. The Flash Appeal launched on 19 September requesting USD 107 million is only 3.4% covered. Outside the 
appeal, donors have given approximately USD 17 million in bilateral aid to Haiti. Further funding is urgently needed to 
strengthen early warning systems and community resilience to the effects of disasters. UNICEF underlines the urgent 
need of life-saving aid for 300,000 children in Haiti affected by the successive hurricanes.  
 
6. Although the humanitarian relief operation is reaching out to most of the affected areas in Haiti, logistics 
remains a challenge. Several roads still need to be restored before isolated communities can be properly assisted. As 
road travel is disrupted by landslides, damaged dikes and collapsed bridges, delivering supplies relies on costly sea and 
air transportation (see an overview of road conditions in the enclosed map). Efforts to reinforce dikes are underway. 
However, this will only provide a short-term solution that is likely not to hold in case of further heavy rainfall. Requests 
from local authorities to the international community for additional reinforcements need to be met as soon as possible. 
Using cash/food for work programs is recommended to empower local communities.  
 
7. Relocation sites are being identified for displaced families. These sites include warehouses, unfinished schools 
or tent camps that enable families to remain together and close to their homes. However, stand-alone tents are 
vulnerable to new storms and ensuring protection becomes a concern in such a challenging environment. All relevant 
organizations are invited to report to the Protection Cluster to ensure that specific needs of women, children and people 
with disabilities are properly addressed.   
 
8. On 23 September, the national meteorological service raised the level of alert from orange to red. The 
government has shared with the RC/HC a revised evacuation plan to be implemented in case of new floods. Heavy rains 
during the night of 23 September, for instance, resulted in the overflowing of the Orangers River, flooding the lower 
areas of the city of Jacmel where the population faced severe damages to their houses. The road connecting Jacmel to 
Port-au-Prince is threatened by high water levels of all surrounding rivers.  
 
Food 
9. Some 2,263 MT of emergency food aid has been distributed to 449,854 persons so far. Additional beneficiaries 
have received assistance in previously inaccessible communities in the department of Artibonite: 6,630 persons in 
l’Estere, 2,000 in Desdunes and 2,170 in Dessalines. The fourth rotation of the Canadian military vessel St. John was 
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loaded with 122MT of WFP food commodities. The cargo was further dispatched to Belle Anse in the department of 
Sud-est, where distributions are organized and coordinated with local authorities.  
 
10. The WFP helicopter lifted a first rotation of interagency humanitarian assistance to Gonaives on 24 September. 
A commercial ferry carried a total of 430MT of food commodities, as well as twelve WFP/inter-agency light vehicles to 
this city. Furthermore, some 100 MT of food commodities were dispatched to Gonaives by the US navy landing craft, 
while a convoy of eight trucks left Port au Prince to Gonaives carrying WFP food commodities and three WFP trucks 
containing fuel and generators. To date, WFP has distributed 1,048 MT of food assistance to 274,066 beneficiaries in 
Gonaives. 
 
Shelter and Non-food Items 
11. Non-food items delivered so far consist mostly of hygiene and kitchen kits, blankets, jerricans, plastic sheeting, 
mosquito nets and tools to enable cleaning-up activities by local inhabitants. As part of a Swiss donation, IOM and 
World Vision delivered 500 NFIs packages to Mirebalais, La Gonave and Hinche. IOM, in coordination with the 
Catholic Church, also provided 2 water bladders and 500 jerricans to Port-à-Piment, where the town’s water system is 
inoperative. In addition, IOM secured 10,000 mosquito nets to be distributed in the country. Cluster partners reviewed 
the Shelter and NFI package recommendations and guidance, and a proposal for distribution partners is already in place.  

 
Health 
12. Fact-finding missions undertaken by health teams in all urban areas revealed that the national health 
infrastructure is mostly functional. The Ministry of Health has sufficient medicine and fuel supplies for the time being. 
In the north of Haiti, however, the UN’s air and sea logistic support is still required. The health cluster’s strategy to 
address priorities is underway. Progress in establishing the MSF hospital in north-eastern Gonaives will enable the 
hospital to be partially operational by 26 September. Mobile clinics, however, are still needed in light of the growing 
demand. Two Basic Health Units will be installed by the Canadian and Red Cross (also in coordination with the 
cluster). The cold chain capacity will soon be re-established, allowing the vaccination to restart. The nutrition 
surveillance and early warning systems need still to be established; this process will be carried out by a nutritionist 
provided by ACF in Artibonite.  
 
Protection 
13. Save the Children launched a psycho-social assistance program targeting 130 children living in temporary 
shelters in Jacmel and other urban centers in the southeast. 350 baby kits have been provided and will be distributed by 
the Comité d’Opération d’Urgence Communal de Jacmel (COUC). 
 
Logistics  
14. UNHAS is now operating out of Port-au-Prince. The helicopter service is made available to the humanitarian 
community at large on a request basis. It is vital for the planning of the flights that UNHAS receive forecasts from the 
humanitarian organizations requiring transportation of relief supplies and passengers.  
 
Water and Sanitation  
15. The water and sanitation conditions have globally improved, with the exception of the temporary shelter in 
Praville, in the North department, where 65 families were relocated although minimum standards are not met. ACF has 
started to provide water and Oxfam has installed 2 latrines. Otherwise, the production and distribution of water is 
increasing daily with good collaboration between Oxfam, ACF, the Spanish Red Cross and MSF. On 23 September, 
MSF had a production capacity of 500 m³ of water and the Spanish Red Cross now has a capacity of producing 100 m³ 
on a daily basis. By 10 October, it is expected that 150,000 persons will receive 15l per person and per day. The planned 
“deparasitage” at the beginning of the school opening is expected to function well.  
 
Rehabilitation and infrastructure 
16. On 23 September, the DPC announced that it had received 50,000 sandbags to reinforce the dike structure and 
called for additional support through cash-for-work programs. Some additional 100,000 sandbags to be provided by the 
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Ministry of Agriculture, together with the 70,000 pledged by the Austrian Government, will enable meeting the 
requirements. On 22 September a joint UNDP, OCHA, RC/HC Office and MINUSTAH group assessed the damage site 
where the Quinte River burst out of its riverbed, flooding Gonaives. The Centre National d’Equipement (CNE) has 
already done works along parts of the river to protect it from bursting out again; however these efforts were insufficient 
and there are still critical points along the river bed without any protection. It is noteworthy that the tight timeframe and 
the already overstretched available means are barely sufficient as a temporary solution to prevent/delay further floods in 
Gonaives in case of heavy rains. However, this would at least provide additional time to evacuate population at risk.  
 
Assessments 
17. A joint UNDAC/CDC/DPC/USAID/CARITAS assessment was carried out in Artibonite. According to local 
authorities in Saint Michel, 26,000 people out of the total of 140,000 were affected. Some 750 people are currently 
living in two temporary shelters located four hours away from their village by foot. The main needs are water, sanitation 
and nutrition-related. In Ennery, 363 people are currently living in 6 temporary shelters and require further water and 
sanitation assistance. 
 
CUBA 
18. According to a preliminary official report delivered by Cuban authorities, the combined impact caused by 
hurricanes “Ike” and “Gustav”, resulted in 7 deaths (as a result to Ike only), and over 444,000 damaged houses (mainly 
roof damages) of which 63,249 were totally destroyed. Some 60% of the distribution network was affected. One third of 
the crops were affected. Material losses are estimated by the authorities at USD 5 billion with a significant impact on 
the infrastructure, basic services and crops. Pinar Del Rio and the Isle of Youth were the most affected by “Gustav” 
while Holguin, Las Tunas and Camaguey were most affected by “Ike”. Rehabilitation activities to restore basic services 
and reconstruction works are already underway. Civil Defense System is working with over 87,000 volunteers. As a 
preventive measure prior to the strike of “Gustav” and “Ike”, more than 3 million were evacuated–mostly at relatives 
and friends’ houses. Over 2,000 command centers were activated, along with 1,500 food kitchens and some 2,200 
shelters, 1,200 of which were schools. Additionally, 160,000 persons were mobilized; transportation, 1,400 bulldozers, 
and 4,500 radios and communication equipment were made available. National authorities are prioritizing the 
rehabilitation of basic services. A huge effort is underway in several localities to ensure all students receive education. 
To cope with the loss and damage to school facilities, families have been called to offer space in their homes to serve as 
classrooms. Food is guaranteed for students. Convoys of trucks loaded with priority products for rehabilitation continue 
to arrive in affected localities, including to those more isolated. 
 
19. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is seeking CHF 6.4 million (or 
USD 5.8 million) to support the Cuban Red Cross. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) has approved already USD 2.5 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) which will be 
disbursed through UN agencies on the ground. Another application for Ike of up to USD 4.9 million was received. 
Individual agencies have also accessed their available funds and in total, the UN has mobilized USD 3.567 million in 
response to the damages caused by “Gustav”. Cash donations can be made at:  
 
     BANCO FINANCIERO INTERNACIONAL 
     Account Number: 033473  
     Account name: MINVEC huracanes restauración de daños 
 
TURKS AND CAICOS (TCI) 
20. The local Red Cross Society completed the census of vulnerable and affected population with support from the 
British Red Cross. As the Recovery Plan is now well underway, implemented by the Ministry of Finance, the 
government suspended blanket and food distributions. A waste management expert from OCHA/UNEP was deployed 
on 24 September as requested. The UNDAC Team departed Turks and Caicos. 
 

 REGIONAL RESPONSE 
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21. The OCHA Regional Office in Panama is closely monitoring the situation and is in close contact with the RCs 
and UNETEs of the affected countries in the region. More information can be found on Reliefweb at www.reliefweb.int 
and REDHUM at www.redhum.org. More information on the hurricanes and storms can be found at 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov. Humanitarian organizations and donors are encouraged to report all contributions (cash and 
in-kind) to OCHA's Financial Tracking Service at fts@reliefweb.int or through the on-line contribution form at 
www.reliefweb.int/fts, where a list of already made contributions is available. More information on Haiti is available at 
http://ochaonline.un.org/haiti and on Cuba at www.onu.org.cu. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Contact Details 
Desk Officer (New York) 
 
 
 
GCMS (Geneva) 

Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
 
 
 
Mr. Peter Neussl 
 

Office Tel: +1 917 367-3365 
Office Fax: +1 212 963-36 30 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org  
 
Office Tel: +41 22 917 1511 
E-mail: neussl@un.org  

OCHA Regional Office for 
America and the Caribbean 

Mr. Douglas Reimer 
Regional Disaster Response Adviser 

Office Tel. +507 317-1748 
Office Fax +507 317-1744 
Mobile: +507 6676-1689 
E-mail:  reimer@un.org  

Press Contact: (NY) Ms. Stephanie Bunker  
 

Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  
Email: bunker@un.org     
 

 (GVA)                    Ms. Elizabeth Byrs Office Tel    +  41 22  917 26 53 
Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org  
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