
Global information and early warning system on food and agriculture

FOOD SUPPLY SITUATION
AND CROP PROSPECTS IN

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

  No.2     August 2000

Countries facing exceptional food emergencies:
Angola, Burundi, Dem.Rep. of Congo, Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar,
Mozambique, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS



- ii -

FAO/GIEWS: Africa Report, August 2000

INTRODUCTION

This is the second of three annual issues of this report prepared by the FAO Global Information and Early
Warning System (GIEWS) on the food supply situation and cereal import and food aid requirements for all
countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The report is designed to provide the latest analysis and information on the
food situation in these countries to governments, international organizations and other institutions engaged
in relief operations.

Part I focuses on the continuing critical situation of large numbers of drought-affected and/or displaced
persons, refugees, returnees and other vulnerable populations in various parts of sub-Saharan Africa facing
severe food shortages. The report highlights worsening food emergency in the Horn of Africa where an
increased number of people are in need of relief assistance. It particularly emphasises the bleak food supply
situation in Kenya caused by drought and in Eritrea due to war-induced population displacement and
drought. The report draws attention to the serious food and nutritional difficulties in the Democratic Republic
of Congo and the continued food assistance requirements in other parts of the Great Lakes Region. It also
points to the food supply difficulties in Sierra Leone and Liberia due to current or past civil unrest and in parts
of southern Africa affected by floods and cyclones.

Part II contains an assessment of crop prospects and the food supply situation by sub-region, giving the latest
estimates of cereal import and food aid requirements of all four sub-regions of sub-Saharan Africa.

Part III presents the latest analysis and information on crop prospects and the food supply situation and outlook
in each country. The information on food aid pledges, including triangular transactions and local purchases, and
on expected arrivals, is based on data transmitted to GIEWS as of mid-July 2000 by the following donors:
Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, EC, Germany, France, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Sweden,
Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States as well as the World Food Programme. For other donors, data are
based on field reports from various sources (see Tables 7 and 8).

COUNTRIES FACING EXCEPTIONAL FOOD EMERGENCIES (Total: 16 countries)
Country Reasons for emergency
Angola Civil strife, population displacement
Burundi Civil strife, population displacement
Congo, Dem.Rep. of Civil strife, population displacement
Congo, Rep. of Civil strife, population displacement
Eritrea War-displaced people and returnees, drought
Ethiopia Drought, large number of vulnerable people, IDPs
Kenya Drought
Liberia
Madagascar
Mozambique

Impact of past civil strife, shortage of farm inputs
Floods, cyclones
Floods, cyclones

Rwanda Insecurity in parts
Sierra Leone Civil strife, population displacement
Somalia Drought, civil strife
Sudan Civil strife in the south
Tanzania Successive poor harvests in several regions
Uganda Civil strife in parts, drought

Since conditions can change rapidly, and published information may not always represent the most up-to-date
basis for action, further enquiries or corrections should be directed to Mr. Abdur Rashid, Chief, Global
Information and Early Warning Service (ESCG), FAO, Rome (Fax: 39-06-5705-4495, E-mail: GIEWS1@FAO.ORG).

Please note that this report is available on the Internet as part of the FAO World Wide Web at the following
address: http://www.fao.org/giews/
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HIGHLIGHTS

The food situation has deteriorated in several parts of eastern Africa with the number of people in
urgent need of assistance rising by more than 3 million to some 20 million in the last three months. In
Kenya, drought during the current long rains season has aggravated an already severe scarcity of water
and pasture resulting in large livestock losses. Starvation related deaths, particularly among children, are
being reported. Nearly 3.3 million people are now estimated to be in urgent need of food assistance. In
Eritrea, the upsurge in the border conflict with neighbouring Ethiopia in May/June 2000  and resulting
widespread population displacement have aggravated an already precarious food supply situation due to
drought and war. More than 1.5 million people, about one-half of the total population, are now estimated to
have been displaced, with a large number of refugees crossing into neighbouring Sudan. The failure of
two successive rainy seasons in the coastal regions has also severely affected nearly 300 000 people. In
Ethiopia, with the failure of the secondary Belg season crop, the number of people in need of assistance
has increased to about 10.2 million people. In Somalia, where 750 000 people are estimated to be in need
of assistance, serious malnutrition rates are increasingly reported, reflecting diminished livelihoods due to
successive droughts and long-term effects of years of insecurity and lack of investment in the economy. In
Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and Djibouti, despite generally stable food supply situation, some 3.7 million
people depend on food assistance due to drought-induced crop losses and/or civil strife.

Serious food supply difficulties persist in the Great Lakes Region. In the Democratic Republic of
Congo, the military situation is reported to be "increasingly tense" following the enlarged involvement of
neighbouring countries in the conflict. With the escalation of the civil conflict, the already critical food
supply situation continues to deteriorate in eastern parts of the country where recent reports indicate a
dramatic rise in mortality rates. In Burundi, a recent (June/July) FAO/WFP Mission found that insufficient
and badly distributed rains during the 2000 B season reduced yields of cereal and pulse crops. The food
situation of some 700 000 people still in re-groupment camps, the majority of whom were not able to
cultivate during the 2000 B season, continues to give cause for serious concern. In neighbouring Rwanda,
erratic and insufficient rains in several areas of the country affected the recently harvested 2000 B season
crops. The food situation is also difficult for large groups of vulnerable populations, particularly in the
north-west province of Ruhengeri seriously affected by high rates of malnutrition.

2000 cereal crop in southern Africa is forecast to be normal, notwithstanding the damage caused by
floods and cyclones in parts. Harvesting of the main cereal crops is almost complete in most countries of
the region, but delayed in some areas due to unseasonable rains in June. Dry weather followed by
excessive rains, cyclones and floods resulted in sharply reduced production in some countries but, overall,
the sub-region’s cereal production, mainly maize, is forecast to be above normal. The food supply situation
is therefore satisfactory, although continued food assistance is required in areas affected by the recent
floods and cyclones, mainly in Mozambique and Madagascar. However, in Angola, the food situation of
IDPs, estimated at nearly 2.6 million, is precarious. The global rate of acute malnutrition in IDP camps
remains at a high level of 8.9 percent. Food aid requirements in the marketing year 2000/01 (April/March)
are estimated at 330 000 tonnes of cereals.

The overall food supply situation is stable in western Africa, following above average or record crops
in most countries last season, except Guinea Bissau due to the effect of civil strife. National food security
stocks were replenished and markets are well supplied. Cereal prices are mostly stable and often much
lower than in previous years. Early growing conditions in the current season are also favourable. However,
agricultural activities in Sierra Leone have been disrupted by renewed civil disturbances from early May, at
the critical planting period, pointing to a reduced rice crop this year. Sierra Leone and Liberia remain
heavily dependent on international food assistance.

Sub-Saharan Africa’s cereal import requirements in 2000 are forecast to increase over last year’s high
level of imports by some 4 percent, mainly reflecting reduced harvests in eastern Africa. Continuing balance
of payments difficulties in a number of African countries mean that a substantial part of these imports will
have to be met by food aid. Strong competition for food aid from other parts of the world affected by
adverse weather and/or conflicts notwithstanding, additional food aid pledges are needed to avert a crisis.
Logistical support is also badly needed to ensure adequate distribution.
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PART I: OVERVIEW

The outlook for food supplies has seriously deteriorated in parts of sub-Saharan Africa. While prolonged
drought continues to undermine production in large areas of eastern Africa, war and civil strife in parts
have severely limited farming activities. Large numbers of drought-affected and/or war-displaced
persons, refugees and returnees require massive and continued emergency assistance throughout this
year and well into 2001. In the Horn of Africa, compared to the same time last year, the number of people
facing serious food shortages has increased substantially to nearly 20 million this year, mainly due to
drought-induced production losses and/or conflict related displacements. However, the overall food
supply situation in southern Africa is satisfactory, while in the Sahelian countries of western Africa, food
supplies were boosted and stocks replenished adequately following above average to record harvests
last season. On balance, sub-Saharan Africa’s cereal import and food aid requirements in 2000 are
expected to increase. With continuing balance of payments difficulties in most countries and higher costs
of cereal imports, a substantial part of the food imports will have to be met by food aid. However, against
a background of increased needs, a cause for concern is the strong competition for food aid from several
parts of the world affected by adverse weather and/or economic problems. Additional food aid pledges
and logistical support for distribution are urgently needed to improve the food supply situation of the
suffering millions in the sub-region.

DEEPENING FOOD CRISIS IN EASTERN AFRICA

The early outlook for the 2000 crops in the sub-region has been compromised by an extended drought in
the eastern parts. As a result the current critical food shortages are set to persist well into 2001. Poor
and erratic rains so far have failed to ameliorate the severe drought conditions since last year.

In Kenya, nearly 3.3 million people are now estimated to be in need of urgent food assistance.
Pastoralists are of particular concern as they are faced with the fourth consecutive failure of the rainy
season. The current drought has aggravated an already severe scarcity of water and pasture and
resulted in large livestock losses. Starvation-related deaths, particularly among children, are being
reported. The long rains cropping season (March-May), which normally accounts for 80 percent of total
annual food production, has failed due to a severe drought. With the exception of parts of Western
Province and Nyanza Province, the rest of the country, including the “bread basket” Rift Valley Province,
has received little or no rainfall, leading to widespread crop failures, as well as large livestock losses in
the pastoral areas of the north, north-east and north-west. The long drought has also drained water
reservoirs prompting the Government to ration power and water.

In May, the Government appealed for international food assistance worth US$134.2 million, reflecting the
large numbers of people faced with severe food shortages. An Emergency Operation for US$88.5 million
was jointly approved by FAO and WFP on 30 June 2000 to assist some 3.3 million people for a period of
6 months. Urgent international response to these appeals is recommended.

In Eritrea, the food supply situation gives cause for serious concern. The displacement of more than 1.5
million people, including those displaced earlier, by the upsurge in the border conflict with neighbouring
Ethiopia in May/June 2000 has aggravated an already precarious food supply situation due to drought
and displacement. Despite some positive steps towards peace, the humanitarian emergency continues
to deepen and the situation could degenerate into a crisis of catastrophic proportions without urgent
international response to appeals for assistance. On 19 July 2000, the UN Country Team appealed for
US$87.3 million to assist some 1.1 million displaced people.

The mass displacement of farmers from the agriculturally rich regions of Gash Barka and Debub,
accounting for more than 70 percent of the country’s cereal production, has jeopardised this year’s
cropping season which has just started. Despite reports of some displaced people returning to their
villages, an almost complete lack of food and other relief supplies in most parts of western Eritrea and
fear of mines make many reluctant to return. Meanwhile, with the start of the rainy season, roads are
turning into mud, further complicating the return of the displaced and the logistics of relief operations.
The failure of two successive rainy seasons in Anseba, North Red Sea and South Red Sea
administrative zones has also severely affected nearly 300 000 people.

In Ethiopia, the overall food supply situation remains highly precarious. In eastern and southern Ethiopia,
despite some recent beneficial rains that brought some relief to the pastoral areas,  large numbers of
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people whose livestock and livelihoods have perished due to drought, depend solely on food assistance.
Severe levels of malnutrition and a number of starvation-related deaths have been reported.

The secondary “Belg” season crop, which accounts for up to 10 percent of annual grain production, has
failed. With this failure, the number of people in need of assistance has increased to more than 10 million
people, including 400 000 displaced by the border war with Eritrea. Consequently, the overall food aid
requirement in 2000 estimated earlier at 836 000 tonnes has been revised upwards to 1.2 million tonnes.
Total pledges by end-June amounted to 730 000 tonnes of which 417 000 have been delivered. A
revised Emergency Operation worth a total of US$261.4 million was jointly approved by FAO and WFP
on 21 July 2000 to assist some 5.7 million people until the end of this year.

In Somalia, despite some improvement in the overall food supply situation earlier this year in parts of the
south due to a better secondary (“Deyr”) season harvest in February 2000, serious malnutrition rates are
increasingly reported, reflecting loss of livelihoods due to recurrent droughts, longer-term effects of years
of insecurity and lack of investment in the economy.

A UN Inter-Agency appeal was launched on 6 June 2000, for US$378 million to assist some 13.4 million
drought affected people in countries of the Horn of Africa, including 750 000 people in Somalia.

In Sudan, despite the generally stable food supply situation, nearly 2.4 million people in southern Sudan
and in some pockets in the states of Kordofan, Darfur, Red Sea and Kessela in the north depend on food
assistance due to crop losses and population displacements by civil strife. The border conflict between
the neighbouring countries of Ethiopia and Eritrea has also resulted in tens of thousands of refugees
crossing the border into Sudan, adversely affecting the food supply situation in the bordering areas. The
Government of Sudan has appealed to the international community for emergency assistance for the
refugees.

In Tanzania, several regions are facing acute food shortages due to drought during the 1999/2000
cropping seasons. Output is expected to be reduced in the regions of Dodoma, Singida, Arusha,
Morogoro, Kilimanjaro, Shinyanga, Mwanza and parts of Tanga due to late and insufficient rains. The
Government has recently declared that 13 of 20 mainland regions have been affected by the drought. A
preliminary Government food supply assessment has revealed that the country may face a food deficit of
more than 680 000 tonnes in the current 2000/01 marketing year (June/May). Maize prices nearly
doubled in Arusha in June while cassava and sorghum prices have increased by more than 50 percent.
Overall, nearly 800 000 people are in need of food assistance.

In Uganda, the overall food supply situation is adequate in most parts of the country. However, some
parts in the north-west have been severely hit by drought conditions. The food supply situation also
remains precarious in the north-eastern districts, with nearly 215,000 people needing urgent food
assistance, mainly due to last season's poor harvest and loss of cattle due to raids. Furthermore, food
assistance continues to be needed for nearly 112 000 people in Bundibugyo District, in the west,
displaced by civil unrest.

SERIOUS FOOD AND NUTRITION SITUATION IN DRC WHILE CONTINUED FOOD ASSISTANCE
REQUIRED IN OTHER PARTS OF THE GREAT LAKES

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, the military situation is reported to be "increasingly tense"
following the enlarged involvement of neighbouring countries in the ongoing conflict. With the escalation
of the conflict, the already critical food supply situation has deteriorated in eastern parts of the country.
Recent reports indicate a dramatic rise in mortality in the past year. Population movements are constant,
mainly around Bukavu and in areas around Lake Kivu. This has disrupted all agricultural activities in
these areas, as farmers have abandoned their plots before harvest. People escaping from violence take
refuge in forests, which are inaccessible and where living conditions are inhospitable. In the cities,
poverty has increased with the large influx of displaced people.

While the food and nutritional situation of the over one million internally displaced people gives serious
cause for concern, access to these IDPs continues to be hindered by insecurity and cut-off of roads. The
limited humanitarian assistance being provided has to be airlifted, which increases the costs of delivery.
The food situation also remains serious in the rest of the country, reflecting the disruption of agricultural
and marketing activities due to the conflict, particularly in the city of Kinshasa and surrounding areas.
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In Burundi, insufficient and badly distributed rains during the 2000 B season reduced yields of cereal
and pulse crops. The outputs declined for the fourth consecutive season. Most affected by severe dry
weather are the northern provinces of Kirundo and Muyinga, and the Moso region. In Kirundo Province
alone, 600 000 people are estimated to face serious food shortages in the coming months. The food
situation of 704 000 people still in regroupment camps, the majority of whom were not able to plant crops
during the 2000 B season, is extremely poor, while distribution of emergency food aid continues to be
constrained by insecurity.

Overall, food supply is anticipated to be tight in the coming months. Food prices, which increased
considerably during 1999, remain at high levels, reducing access to food for large sections of the
population. A substantially increased food deficit is estimated for 2000, as production has not kept pace
with the growth in population in recent years.

In Rwanda, erratic and insufficient rains in several areas of the country affected the recently harvested
2000 B season crops. In particular, severe dry weather affected Gikongoro and Cyangugu provinces,
where the maize and bean harvests were sharply reduced. Food difficulties are anticipated for the
affected population in these provinces in the coming months.

The food situation is also difficult for large groups of vulnerable people, particularly in the northwest
province of Ruhengeri where there are high rates of malnutrition.

OVERALL FOOD SUPPLY SITUATION SATISFACTORY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA BUT FOOD
ASSISTANCE REQUIRED IN AREAS AFFECTED BY FLOODS AND CYCLONES

In Mozambique, the food supply situation remains tight for a large number of people following the
unprecedented floods that devastated crops in southern and central areas during the 1999/2000 growing
season. About 500 000 persons in the worst affected provinces of Maputo, Gaza and Inhambane, but
also in Manica and Sofala provinces, are currently receiving food assistance. The situation is expected to
ease somewhat with the secondary season crops about to be harvested. The second season accounts
for 10 percent of the national annual cereal and pulse production, but accounts for some 50 percent in
Gaza and about 15 percent in Inhambane and Maputo provinces. The Government and international
humanitarian agencies have distributed maize, pulse and vegetable seeds, as well as hand-tools, to
flood-affected farmers for planting this season. While emergency relief is progressively being shifted to
food-for-work, it is anticipated that food aid will be required until next year’s main harvest from April.
Meanwhile, there are concerns that rains in the coming season, which starts in September, might cause
more damage to roads now being repaired.

Despite the severe crop losses in the southern parts, the main cereal growing areas of the north and
centre were not affected by the floods. Overall, the 2000 output of cereals and pulses was satisfactory
although lower than the record crop of last year. This, coupled with large carry-over stocks of maize in
northern parts and a dysfunctional marketing system between north and south, will result in exportable
surpluses.

In South Africa, despite severe floods and crop losses caused by cyclone Eline in the Northern,
Mpumalanga, North-West,  Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal provinces, a bumper 2000 crop is in prospect.
The maize belt was not affected by flooding and benefited from good rains during the season. The area
planted to maize also increased this season. The latest official forecast points to a maize crop close to 10
million tonnes, one-third higher than last year and well above average. However, rains in June delayed
harvest operations and negatively affected crop quality, particularly of white maize. The sorghum crop is
forecast at almost double last year’s.

Following two consecutive years of reduced harvests, this year's maize crop will allow the replenishment
of stocks and an exportable surplus of about 1.5-2 million tonnes in marketing year 2000/01 (May/April),
enough to cover the import requirements of the sub-region.

In Zimbabwe, severe floods caused by Cyclone Eline in mid-March and subsequent heavy rains resulted
in serious damage to infrastructure and crop losses in eastern and southern provinces, leaving 250 000
persons in need of food assistance. While the sorghum crop, mostly produced in these areas, is forecast
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at around the reduced level of last year, the abundant rains of January-March benefited the maize crop in
northern growing areas previously affected by dry weather.

Early official forecasts point to a 2000 maize harvest of 2.15 million tonnes, well above both the reduced
crop of 1999 and the average of the last five years. However, civil unrest in recent months has disrupted
agricultural activities. The unrest related to the issue of land reform has adversely affected harvesting
and marketing activities on large-scale commercial farms, which account for one-third of maize
production. The production forecast of maize may, therefore not be achieved. The unrest also affected
planting of the 2000 wheat crop, entirely produced by commercial farmers. The area planted is estimated
to have declined by one-third from last year’s level. A reduced wheat harvest will result in additional
import requirements at a time when the country faces a serious shortage of foreign exchange. Shortages
of fuel and electricity are also seriously disrupting industrial activities; recently, the important gold mining
sector suspended several operations.

In Botswana, harvesting of the cereal crop is complete. Although official estimates are not yet available,
preliminary indications point to a sorghum crop lower than anticipated and well below that of last year.
Maize production is forecast at around the same reduced level of 1999. Cereal crops in the eastern and
southern growing areas were affected by severe flooding following three cyclones during the season. By
contrast, the livestock sector benefited from the abundant rains and pastures and animals are reported in
good condition. Despite the reduced cereal production, the overall food supply situation in marketing year
2000/01 (April/May) is anticipated to remain stable reflecting the country’s import capacity. However,
food difficulties are anticipated for some 160 000 people who lost their homes to floods.

In Angola, the 2000 cereal output, mainly maize, declined for the second consecutive year due to dry
weather and a shortage of essential inputs. This decline will be partially compensated by a substantial
increase in production of roots and tubers. The cereal deficit in marketing year 2000/01 has increased to
753 000 tonnes from 505 000 tonnes last year, reflecting the reduced production, but also a sharp
increase in the number of internally displaced people who depend entirely on food aid for their survival.
The number of IDPs has reached nearly 2.6 million, of whom 1.9 million are estimated to be in urgent
need of humanitarian assistance.

The food situation of the IDPs, most of whom have no access to land, is critical. While recent nutritional
surveys in selected IDP camps indicate a decline in the rate of global acute malnutrition, it remains at a
high level of 8.9 percent. Continued food assistance will be necessary in marketing year 2000/01
(April/March). Food aid requirements for this period are estimated at 333 000 tonnes of cereals, of which
71 000 tonnes have already been pledged.

Elsewhere in southern Africa, the outturn of this year’s crop is mixed. Excessive rains and floods
devastated crops in Swaziland and reduced production in Lesotho, but bumper crops were obtained in
Malawi and Namibia.  Despite localized floods, maize production recovered in Zambia.

FOOD SUPPLY SITUATION STABLE IN MOST PARTS OF WESTERN AFRICA, BUT DIFFICULTIES
PERSIST IN SIERRA LEONE AND LIBERIA

Following above-average or record crops in all Sahelian countries except Guinea Bissau due to the
impact of civil disturbances in 1998, the overall food supply situation is satisfactory. Several countries
were able to replenish their national security stocks, so did farmers. Markets are well supplied. Cereal
prices remained mostly stable and often much lower than in previous years. In Mauritania and Senegal,
food assistance has been distributed to people affected by flooding at the end of the 1999 rainy season.

Civil disturbances in Sierra Leone spread in May/June which is a critical period for agriculture, heralding
the start of planting of the main staple rice crop. During the first week of May, rebel Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) fighters killed several UN peacekeepers and took hostage approximately 500 in a series of
attacks in the north and east of the country. This dealt a serious setback to the Lome Peace Accord,
which had been signed in July 1999 to formally end eight years of civil war. A rebel advance on Freetown
over the weekend of May 6 and 7 created panic in the capital and caused the evacuation of most of the
UN, embassy and international NGO personnel to neighbouring countries. The situation is now calm in
the capital but hostilities between pro-government and rebel forces continue in the east and the north.
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Due to insecurity, agricultural input distribution was suspended and on-going relief operations were
seriously disrupted, notably in the north. Despite the current unrest, food distributions to IDPs and other
vulnerable groups continued in accessible areas, mainly in Freetown, Bo and Kenema, in the Southern
Province. A total of approximately 220 000 IDPs have been registered by aid agencies. Estimates of the
total number of non registered IDPs are widely divergent, ranging between 500 000 and 1.2 million.
Fighting displaced an estimated 64 000 people in May, mainly from northern areas. Thousands of
civilians have sought refuge in forests in nearby Kabala. New IDPs arriving in Freetown and Port Loko
have been absorbed into existing camps or housed by relatives. Even if security improves in Northern
and Eastern Provinces, poor road conditions, recurrent fuel shortages and inadequate logistical facilities
will continue to hamper humanitarian assistance. With the onset of the rainy season, the food supply
situation is likely to deteriorate as road conditions worsen, impeding the delivery of relief commodities. In
addition, many bridges have been destroyed, and there are no operating ferries for river crossings. The
country will continue to suffer a chronic food shortage and to be dependent on external aid for some
time.

An estimated 490 000 Sierra Leonean refugees remain in neighbouring West African countries: in
Guinea (360 000), in Liberia (96 000) and in other West African states (34 000).

In Liberia, food aid distributions continue but the quantities received are progressively being reduced.
Activities are moving from emergency distributions and food for work towards development programmes.
WFP is also distributing food aid to Liberian returnees and to 36 000 Sierra Leonean refugees.

Planting of the rice crop benefited from adequate rains in May and June. As in previous years, input
distribution has been undertaken by several NGOs in various areas. With the exception of Lofa County,
relative peace in most areas has positively influenced farming activities. Cultivated area for rice, the
staple crop, is anticipated to increase. In Lofa County, several thousand farmers have been displaced
from Voinjama and Kolahum camps in upper Lofa to Tarvey and Sinje in lower Lofa and were not able to
plant crops.

IMPORT AND FOOD AID REQUIREMENTS EXPECTED TO SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE

Cereal import requirements in the countries of sub-Saharan Africa in 2000 are expected to increase,
mainly reflecting reduced first season harvests in eastern Africa. GIEWS latest estimates of 1999
production and 1999/2000 import and food aid requirements are summarised in Table 2. The total food
aid requirement is estimated at 2.5 million tonnes, some 6 percent more than actual food aid imports in
1998/99. Total food aid pledges for 1999/2000, including those carried over from 1998/99, amount to 2
million tonnes of which 1.3 million tonnes have been delivered so far.

AREAS OF PRIORITY ACTION

The food situation in Kenya, Eritrea and Ethiopia is very serious and needs urgent and concerted action
to stave off large scale starvation. Other countries in eastern Africa are also facing deepening and/or
continued food supply difficulties. Massive population displacements, both within and across national
borders, caused by recent and on-going wars and civil strife, continue to disrupt food production
activities. Against this background, the attention of the international community is drawn to the following
areas requiring assistance:

First, Kenya needs urgent food assistance, not only in terms of increased food quantities but also in
logistical support for food distribution in remote parts of the country.

Second, increased and continued relief assistance is needed in Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia to avert a
potentially catastrophic humanitarian crisis due to a prolonged severe drought and large-scale population
displacements caused by war and civil strife. Additional pledges of relief assistance are also needed for
other drought-affected countries in eastern Africa, as well as those facing food shortages in other parts of
sub-Saharan Africa.

Third, in several countries of sub-Saharan Africa, including Angola, Sierra Leone, Liberia, DRC, Burundi,
Rwanda, Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Sudan, recent or on-going wars and civil strife have created
large numbers of refugees and internally displaced persons who need assistance until their return and
reintegration into their communities.
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Fourth, continued relief assistance, support for agricultural rehabilitation and repair of damaged
infrastructure are needed in several countries in southern African particularly in Mozambique and
Madagascar but also in eastern African countries affected by adverse weather and/or civil conflict.
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PART II : POSITION BY SUB-REGION

The harvesting of the 1999/2000 coarse grain crops is virtually complete in southern Africa. In several
countries of eastern Africa, the main season crops are either being harvested or are in the ground,
however, the planting season of the main cereal crops has started in Ethiopia, Eritrea and Sudan.
Coarse grain crops are maturing in parts of the coastal countries of western Africa and are at flowering or
grain formation stages in parts of central Africa. In the Sahelian countries of western Africa main season
cereal crops have just been planted.

Cereal Crop Calendar

Sub-Region Cereal Crops

Planting Harvesting

Eastern Africa 1/ March-June Aug.-Dec.

Southern Africa Oct.-Dec. April-June

Western Africa

- Coastal areas (first season) March-April July-Sept.

- Sahel zone June-July Oct.-Nov.

Central Africa 1/ April-June Aug.-Dec.

1/ Except Burundi, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo which have two main
seasons and Tanzania whose main season follows the southern Africa planting calendar. For
Sudan, the planting period for the staple coarse grain crop is June-July and the harvesting
period is October-December.

In eastern Africa, with erratic rainfall so far during the current season, the early outlook for the 2000
crops is generally unfavourable, suggesting that the prevailing critical food shortages will persist well into
2001. Current estimates suggest that already about 20 million people in the sub-region face severe food
shortages. In Kenya, the current “long rains” season has largely failed, leading to a poor food outlook for
2000/01. The food supply situation is alarming in northern, eastern and north-western pastoral districts
affected by successive droughts. Nearly 3.3 million people are in dire need and the Government and
international agencies have recently appealed for massive international assistance. In Eritrea, the
outlook for this year’s agricultural season, which has just started, is bleak due to the displacement of
almost all farmers from the country’s “bread basket” regions of Gash Barka and Debub by the recent
upsurge in the border conflict  with Ethiopia. The fighting has created a humanitarian crisis by forcing an
estimated 1.5 million people from their homes and farms, with many crossing into neighbouring Sudan.
This is on top of the 300 000 people affected by drought. In Ethiopia, with the failure of the short rains
(“Belg”) season crop due to the presisting drought, the number of people in need of assistance has
increased to more than 10 million people, including 400 000 displaced by the border war with Eritrea.
Consequently, the overall food aid requirement in 2000 estimated earlier in the year at 836 000 tonnes
has been revised upwards to 1.2 million tonnes. In Somalia, favourable prospects for the current main
season (“Gu”) crops in southern Somalia, for harvest from August, are reported. However, despite some
improvement in the overall food supply situation, an estimated 750 000 people still face severe food
shortages and are in need of international food assistance. In Sudan, despite a stable food supply
situation overall, some 2.4 million people affected by drought and the long-running civil conflict continue
to depend on food assistance. In Tanzania, continued food assistance is needed for nearly 800 000 food
insecure people, mainly in the regions of Dodoma, Mara, Shinyanga, Singida, Tabora, Tanga and
southern Mwanza, which have suffered a third consecutive poor harvest. In Uganda, the food supply
situation remains precarious in Kotido, Moroto, Gulu and Kitgum districts in the north and Bundibugyo
district in the west, mainly due to civil unrest but also due a poor harvest in the north last season.

The aggregate cereal import requirement of the countries of the sub-region in 2000 is estimated at 5.1
million tonnes. Anticipated commercial imports are estimated at 3.4 million tonnes and the food aid
requirements at 1.7 million tonnes. Food aid pledges reported to GIEWS as of mid-July amount to 1.4
million tonnes of which 0.8 million tonnes had been delivered.
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A UN Inter-Agency appeal was launched on 6 June 2000 for US$378 million to assist some 13.4 million
drought affected people in Ethiopia, Kenya, Eritrea, Somalia and Djibouti.

In southern Africa, harvesting of the 2000 cereal crops is delayed in some countries due to
unseasonable rains in June. Dry weather earlier in the growing season followed by excessive rains,
cyclones and floods resulted in sharply reduced production in some countries but, overall, the sub-
region’s cereal production, mainly maize, is forecast to increase from last year’s level and above
average. This mainly reflects favourable conditions in the major maize growing areas. However, the
impact of weather conditions on this year’s output varies among countries and regions within countries.
In South Africa, the main producer of the sub-region, provisional estimates indicate a maize output of
9.64 million tonnes, one-third higher than last year and above average. This reflects higher plantings and
yields despite serious flood damage in some provinces. Exportable surplus of maize in marketing year
2000/01 is estimated at 1.5 to 2 million tonnes. In Malawi, abundant rains from February to April led to
the recovery of the maize crop, affected by early dry weather in the main growing areas. The output is
provisionally estimated at 2.4 million tonnes, almost unchanged from the record level of last year. Export
surpluses are anticipated for the second consecutive year. In Zimbabwe, despite improved growing
conditions for the cereal crops, civil disturbances, coupled with severe shortages of fuel, have disrupted
harvesting operations and production could be lower than expected.  In Mozambique, severe flood
damage in southern parts, and a slight reduction in yields in the main growing areas, have resulted in a
decline in maize output from the good level of last year to 994 000 tonnes. While maize surpluses are
estimated in northern areas, the food supply situation is extremely tight in southern provinces. In Zambia,
despite localized floods, abundant precipitation from February allowed the recovery of the main maize
crop, estimated at 918 000 tonnes, 7 percent higher than last year. In Angola, the coarse grain output
decreased 6 percent from last year to 500 000 tonnes. This mainly reflects erratic rains during the
growing season. Persistent insecurity continues to cause massive population displacements. The
number of IDPs has increased to 2.6 million, of whom 1.9 million are estimated to be in urgent need of
emergency food assistance. In Swaziland, excessive rains and floods during the season, as well as a
decline of 10 percent in plantings resulted in a sharp fall in this year’s production. The main maize crop is
provisionally estimated at 72 000 tonnes, 37 percent lower than in 1999. By contrast, in Namibia,
abundant rains during the season benefited the maize and millet crops. Latest forecasts point to a coarse
grain output more than double last year’s average level. In Lesotho, production of maize is forecast at
116 000 tonnes, 7 percent below last year’s average crop. Dry weather at the beginning of the season,
followed by excessive rains from February, adversely affected yields.  In Botswana, the latest forecast
indicates a sorghum crop lower than anticipated and coarse grain output is anticipated to be lower than
last year’s below-average level; crops were affected by severe floods in eastern and southern provinces.

The sub-region aggregate cereal import requirement in marketing year 2000/01 (May/April) is estimated
at 4.68 million tonnes. Anticipated commercial imports are estimated at 4.13 million tonnes, leaving 0.55
million tonnes to be covered by food aid. Food aid pledges reported to GIEWS until mid-July amounted
to 0.2 million tonnes.

In western Africa, the rainy season in the coastal countries has generally been normal so far. However,
agricultural activities in Sierra Leone have been disrupted by renewed civil disturbances since early May,
during the critical planting period, pointing to a reduced rice crop this year. The 1999 aggregate cereal
output for the eight coastal countries along the Gulf of Guinea (Benin, Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea,
Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Togo) is estimated at some 27.5 million tonnes compared to 26.9 million
tonnes in 1998. Average to above-average harvests were gathered in all the coastal countries, except in
Sierra Leone and Ghana.

In the Sahel, the growing season is now well established. Plantings have been undertaken satisfactorily as
seed availibility was adequate following the 1999 good harvests.  Growing conditions are generally
favourable so far; except in central Mali and Burkina Faso where decreasing rains in late June/early July
may cause water stress to recently planted crops. Following the release of final production estimates for
1999 in most CILSS member countries, the aggregate output of cereals (including rice in milled equivalent)
has been revised to 11.5 million tonnes. This is about 8 percent higher than in 1998 and 23 percent above
the average for the last five years. Record crops were harvested in Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, The
Gambia, Mali and Senegal, while output was above average in Chad, Niger and Mauritania and below
average in Guinea Bissau due to the impact of civil disturbances in 1998.
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In the countries along the Gulf of Guinea, the food supply situation is expected to remain satisfactory
through the 2000 marketing year, except in Liberia and Sierra Leone where production was affected by
current or past civil strife. In the Sahel, the food supply situation is expected to be stable until the next
harvest from October. Farmers’ and national food security stocks have been replenished. Markets are well
supplied and cereal prices are much lower than in previous years. However, several areas within countries
may require some assistance, following floods at the end of the 1999 rainy season in Mauritania and
Senegal. Localised deficits can be covered by transfers from surplus areas or through triangular
transactions.

The aggregate cereal import requirement of the western Africa sub-region in the 1999/2000 marketing year
is estimated at 5.5 million tonnes. Commercial imports are estimated at 5.07 million tonnes and food aid
requirement at 0.47 million tonnes, mainly wheat and rice.

LOCUST SITUATION

The Desert Locust situation remains calm. Only a few insignificant adults were reported in north-western
Mauritania,  Niger and northern Somalia. There was a report of mature adults in mid June in Mauritania,
in the Dakhlet, near Bou Lanouar and the Moroccan border. Some scattered adults were also seen in
Niger, in central Aïr. Scattered and isolated adults were present in northern Somalia. No locusts were
present in the summer breeding areas of Sudan.

Breeding conditions are currently improving in the northern Sahel from Mali to Sudan where small scale
laying may occur. Therefore, adults may appear and lay in areas of recent rainfall in southern Mauritania
and in the eastern Tamesna, in Niger. Both areas require regular monitoring in the coming months. Small
scale breeding is expected to commence in areas of recent rainfall in the interior of Sudan. Elsewhere,
the situation will remain calm.

In central Africa, average to above-average harvests were gathered in 1999 in most countries except the
Republic of Congo and the Democratic Republic of Congo, affected by civil strife. Crops are currently
growing under generally favourable conditions in Cameroon and Central African Republic. In the Republic
of Congo, the security situation improved following the December 1999 cease-fire agreement. Intensified
civil strife in Democratic Republic of Congo has disrupted agricultural and marketing activities, pointing to
another reduced harvest in 2000.

For the 2000 marketing year, the cereal import requirement for the seven countries of the sub-region is
estimated at about 800 000 tonnes, to be met almost entirely through commercial channels.

The table below summarizes sub-Saharan Africa’s cereal import and food aid requirements by sub-
region.
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Sub-Saharan Africa: Cereal Import and Food Aid Requirements by Sub-Region (in thousand
tonnes)

1999/2000 or 2000
Cereal Anticipated

Sub-Region 1999
Production

import
requirements

commercial
imports

Food aid
Requirements

Eastern Africa 19 940 5 034 3 349 1 685

Southern Africa 1/ 19 273 4 919 4 597 322

Western Africa 38 512 5 539 5 070 469

Central Africa 2 998 800 770 30

TOTAL 80 723 16 292 13 786 2 506

1/ Data on cereal import and food aid requirements refer to the current marketing year which ends on
31 March for most southern African countries. Requirements for the new marketing year 2000/01 will
be provided in the next issue of this report.



Table 1: Cereal Imports and Food Aid Requirements in 2000/2001 for Sub-Saharan Africa Countries

which have entered their 2000/2001 marketing year ( in thousand tonnes )

       2000 Cereal  Position for 2000/2001 

      production 1/

Antici-                   Cereal import position

Sub-Region/ Marketing As %of       Cereal pated Food Commer-                       Food aid

Country year average        import com- aid cial of which Uncov.

Total of       require- mer- require- imports Pledges received food aid

previous       ments cial ments already so require-

5 years             2/ imports made or far ments

contracted

Eastern Africa 3 311  82  690  540  150 - - -  150
Tanzania June/May 3 311  82  690  540  150 - - -  150

Southern Africa 21 913  109 4 678 4 132  546  25  171  62  388
Angola April/March  502  107  753  420  333 -  71  47  262
Botswana April/March  13  41  250  250 - - - -  
Lesotho April/March  167  93  223  213  10 - - -  10
Madagascar April/March 1 642  87  518  426  92 -  9  8  83
Malawi April/March 2 582  131  60  60 - -  13 - -
Mozambique April/March 1 386  95  413  303  110 -  78  7  32
Namibia May/April  131  149  105  105 - - - - -
South Africa May/April 12 013  113 1 484 1 484 -  25 - - -
Swaziland May/April  74  66  88  88 - - - - -
Zambia May/April 1 135  104  404  403  1 - - -  1
Zimbabwe April/March 2 268  106  380  380 - - - -  

TOTAL 25 224  105 5 368 4 672  696  25  171  62  538

1/ Including rice in milled equivalent.

2/ Excluding re-exports.

 



Table 2: Cereal Imports and Food Aid Requirements in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1999/2000 or 2000 (in thousand tonnes)

       1999 Cereal  1998/99 or 1999 imports                                                   Position for 1999/2000 or 2000

      production 1/

  Commer-  

Sub-Region/ Marketing As %of As % of Cereal Antici- Food cial Food aid

Country year average Total average  import pated aid imports of which Uncov.

Total of imports of Food aid require- commer- require- already Pledges received food aid

previous previous ment cial ment made or 3/ so require-

5 years 5 years 2/ imports contracted far ments

 

Countries still in 1999/2000 or 2000 marketing year
Eastern Africa 16 200  92 3 144  94 1 292 4 584 2 984 1 600  726 1 373  790  363

  Burundi Jan./Dec.  237  93  43  67  5  106  50  56  3 1 0.5  55
  Comoros Jan./Dec.  6  100  46  105 -  46  36  10 - - -  10
  Djibouti Jan./Dec. - -  130  143  9  108  88  20  5 - -  20
  Eritrea Jan./Dec.  319  174  111  44  24  190  70  120  3 53 24  67
  Ethiopia 4/ Jan./Dec. 7 740  102  658  113  637  951  65  886 - 973 490   
  Kenya Oct./Sept. 2 664  79  813  65  103 1 590 1 380  210  398 55 55  155
  Rwanda  Jan./Dec.  173  100  221  83  185  175  115  60  1 109 96   
  Seychelles Jan./Dec. - -  13  100 -  13  13 - - - - -
  Somalia Aug./July  243  83  319  172  43  310  240  70  44 55 41  15
  Sudan Nov./Oct. 3 128  74  645  122  219 1 019  912  107  272 83 56  24
  Uganda Jan./Dec. 1 690  91  146  196  69  76  15  61 - 45 28  16

 

Southern Africa  2  100  275  122 -  248  248 -  80 - - -

  Mauritius Jan./Dec.  2  100  275  122 -  248  248 -  80 - -   
 

Western Africa 38 512  113 6 931  128  430 5 539 5 070  469 1 259  315  204  209

Coastal countries 27 533  110 4 939  140  192 3 694 3 372  322 1 030  182  108  162

    Benin Jan./Dec.  912  123  135  117  9  115  105  10  1 6 5  4
    Côte d'Ivoire Jan./Dec. 1 378  123  788  151  37  675  655  20  210 10 3  10
    Ghana Jan./Dec. 1 616  97  475  123  23  485  439  46  143 61 14   
    Guinea Jan./Dec.  769  117  358  97  29  350  345  5  23 - -  5
    Liberia Jan./Dec.  148  200  202  93  64  200  130  70  1 74 71   
    Nigeria Jan./Dec. 21 808  110 2 564  166 - 1 470 1 470 -  646 0.3 - -
    Sierra Leone Jan./Dec.  181  64  290  125  26  329  160  169  6 26 13  143
    Togo Jan./Dec.  721  127  128  99  4  70  68  2 - 4 4 -

Sahelian countries 10 979  121 1 993  104  238 1 845 1 698  147  229  134  96  47

    Burkina Faso Nov./Oct. 2 668  113  213  138  37  155  131  24  14 10 10  14
    Cape Verde Nov./Oct.  26  650  90  102  60  70  20  50 - 72 47   
    Chad Nov./Oct. 1 187  117  76  100  16  67  55  12  5 11 11  1
    Gambia Nov./Oct.  143  147  127  128  4  114  112  2  9 5 3   
    Guinea-Bissau Nov./Oct.  112  83  76  105  21  99  85  14  1 - -  14
    Mali Nov./Oct. 2 693  127  122  120  6  100  95  5  14 3 3  2
    Mauritania Nov./Oct.  164  124  242  88  28  260  235  25  14 13 2  12
    Niger Nov./Oct. 2 840  103  342  115  36  220  215  5  3 1 1  4
    Senegal Nov./Oct. 1 146  127  704  94  30  760  750  10  169 20 20   

Central Africa 2 998  107  762  35  37  800  770  30  127  19  18  20

  Cameroon Jan./Dec. 1 318  115  270  95  3  280  278  2  48 3 3   
  Cent.Afr.Rep. Jan./Dec.  153  126  29  82  1  29  28  1  2 1 1  0
  Congo, Dem. Rep of Jan./Dec. 1 498  98  250  103  18  250  244  6  10 10 10  0
  Congo, Rep.of Jan./Dec.  4  100  105  94  14  140  120  20  55 1 1  19

  Equat.Guinea Jan./Dec. - -  14  125 -  9  9 -  1 0.4 0.4   
  Gabon Jan./Dec.  25  100  85  123 -  82  82 -  11 0.5 0.5 -
  Sao Tome Jan./Dec. - -  10  88  1  10  9  1 - 3 3   

Sub-total 57 712  106 11 112  114 1 758 11 171 9 072 2 099 2 192 1 708 1 013  591

Countries which have entered their 2000/2001  marketing year
Eastern Africa 3 740  95  488  212  60  450  365  85  663  24  24  61

  Tanzania June/May 3 740  95  488  212  60  450  365  85  663 24 24  61

Southern Africa 19 271  92 4 113  106  542 4 671 4 349  322 4 147  281  281  70

  Angola April/March  535  130  517  139  151  505  325  180  326 139 139  41
  Botswana April/March  20  53  256  131 -  250  250 -  250 - -   
  Lesotho April/March  172  88  164  85  15  203  180  23  200 3 3  20
  Madagascar April/March 1 962  106  143  95  19  170  155  15  132 6 6  9
  Malawi April/March 2 603  157  201  81  45  116  58  58  59 63 63   
  Mozambique April/March 1 692  134  295  78  191  325  280  45  329 64 64   
  Namibia May/April  75  77  97  97 -  126  126 -  125 0.7 0.7   
  South Africa May/April 9 025  75 1 448  89 - 1 924 1 924 - 1 679 - -   
  Swaziland May/April  115  106  85  118  10  73  73 -  73 - -   
  Zambia May/April 1 054  95  388  193  31  434  433  1  429 5 5   
  Zimbabwe April/March 2 018  88  520  179  81  545  545 -  545 - -   

Sub-total 23 011  92 4 601  112  602 5 121 4 714  407 4 810  304  304  131

TOTAL 80 723  102 15 714  113 2 360 16 292 13 786 2 506 7 002 2 012 1 317  723

Note : Totals computed from unrounded data.

1/ Including rice in milled equivalent.

2/ Excludes re-exports.

3/ Includes all pledges reported to the GIEWS , whether for free distribution or market sale. However, there may be some cases where governments count some food  aid received for market sale against 

 commercial import requirements.

4/ Includes refugee needs.   



Table 3: Utilization of 1999/2000 or 2000 Cereal Surpluses in Sub-Saharan Africa (in thousand tonnes)

          Cereal  import               Surpluses utilized or committed so far

          requirement Total  

 availabilities of which                  Exports

Sub-Region/  for local Donor   Remain-

Country Wheat Coarse export purchase financed Trian- ing

and grains and/or require- local Commer- gular   surpluses

rice  local ment purchases cial trans-

purchases actions 1/

 Eastern Africa 3 097 1 937  650  320  60  70  4  516
  Burundi  25  81 - - - - - -
  Comoros  46 - - - - - - -
  Djibouti  105  3  1  1  1 - - -
  Eritrea  150  40  1  1  1 - - -
  Ethiopia 2/  831  120  250  200  38 - -  212
  Kenya  590 1 000  14  14  14 - - -
  Rwanda  25  150 - - - - - -
  Seychelles  7  6 - - - - - -
  Somalia  250  60 - - - - - -
  Sudan  962  57  173  103  5  70 -  98
  Tanzania  80  370  81  2  2 -  1  79
  Uganda  26  50  130 - - -  3  127

 Southern Africa 2 675 2 244 1 303  33  32  192  147  932
  Angola  290  215  3  3  3 - - -

  Botswana  65  185 - - - - - -

  Lesotho  48  155  1  1  1 - - -

  Madagascar  165  5  14  4  4 - -  10

  Malawi  58  58  408  8  8 - -  400

  Mauritius  228  20 - - - - - -

  Mozambique  325 -  156  6  6  100 -  50

  Namibia  42  84  12  1  1  11 - -
  South Africa 1 247  677  600 - - -  128  472
  Swaziland  48  25  2 - - - -  2
  Zambia  64  370  60  10  10  52 - -
  Zimbabwe  95  450  47 - -  29  18 -

  Western Africa 5 088  451  522  113  24 - -  498
  Coastal countries 3 495  199  203  3  3 - -  200
    Benin  115 -  55 - - - -  55
    Côte d'ivoire  670  5  10 - - - -  10
    Ghana  440  45  6  1  1 - -  5
    Guinea  350 - - - - - - -
    Liberia  180  20 - - - - - -
    Nigeria 1 400  70  120 - - - -  120
    Sierra Leone  270  59  2  2  2 - - -
    Togo  70 -  10 - - - -  10

  Sahelian countries 1 593  252  319  110  21 - -  298
    Burkina Faso  145  10  47  20  4 - -  43
    Cape Verde  40  30 - - - - - -
    Chad  65  2  35  20  5 - -  30
    Gambia  114 -  5  5 - - -  5
    Guinea-Bissau  94  5  5 - - - -  5
    Mali  100 -  110  10  3 - -  107
    Mauritania  260 -  12  10 - - -  12
    Niger  100  120  85  25  8 - -  77
    Senegal  675  85  20  20  1 - -  19

 Central Africa  714  86  10 - - - -  10
  Cameroon  270  10  10 - - - -  10
  Cent.Afr.Rep.  27  2 - - - - - -
  Congo, Dem.Rep.of  190  60 - - - - - -
  Congo, Rep. of  130  10 - - - - - -
  Equat.Guinea  9 - - -    - - -
  Gabon  80  2 - - - - - -
  Sao Tome  8  2 - - - - - -

TOTAL 11 574 4 718 2 485  467  116  262  150 1 956

Note: Totals computed from unrounded data.
1/ Referring to supplying countries
2/ Includes refugee needs.



Table 4 - Triangular Transactions within Sub-Saharan Africa in 1999/2000 or 2000 
(in thousand tonnes) 1/

Source of Total by
Donor supply Recipient Country donor

Belgium Tanzania Burundi (0.4) 2.6
Uganda Burundi (0.1)
South Africa Congo Dem.Rep.(2.1)

EC Zimbabwe Malawi (18.1) 18.1

WFP Cote d’Ivoire Liberia (0.3) 82.7
Kenya Somalia (6.3)
South Africa Angola (5.9), Congo Dem.Rep (0.4) Lesotho (0.9),

Liberia (11.2), Malawi (32.5), Mozambique (7.3), 
Sao Tomé (0.2), Somalia (10.1), Tanzania (2.9), Zambia (1.2)

Tanzania Rwanda (0.2)
Uganda Rwanda (3.1)
Zambia Malawi (0.2)

TOTAL 103.4

1/ Based on information reported by donors to GIEWS as of mid-July 2000.

Table 5 - Local Purchases within Sub-Saharan Africa in 1999/2000 or 2000  
(in thousand tonnes) 1/

Total by
Donor Recipient Country donor

EC Burkina Faso (4.2), Ethiopia (17.5), Madagascar (2.0), Mali (1.0), 31.4
Niger (2.5), Sudan (4.2),

France Chad (4.0), Mauritania (0.2), Niger (1.5) 5.7

Germany Congo Dem. Rep. (0.2), Eritrea (1.2), Ethiopia (19.4),  Kenya (6.4), 28.7
Niger (1.5)

NGOs Somalia (0.1), Sudan (0.2) 0.3

Switzerland Madagascar (0.9) 0.9

United Kingdom Ethiopia (0.2 ) 0.2

WFP Angola (2.5), Benin (0.1), Chad (0.9), Djibouti (0.9), Ethiopia (0.6), 49.2
Gabon (0.1), Ghana (0.7), Kenya (7.1), Lesotho (0.9),
Madagascar (0.8), Malawi (7.9), Mali (1.9), Mozambique (5.8), 
Namibia (1.0), Niger (2.2), Senegal (0.6), Sierra Leone (2.3),
Sudan (0.8), Tanzania (1.8), Zambia (10.3)

TOTAL 116.4

1/ Based on information reported by donors to GIEWS as of mid-July 2000



Table 6: Availabilities for Export and Local Purchase Requirements in Cereals in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Current Position (in thousand tonnes)

                     Availabilities for export                   Local Purchase Requirements
          Sub-Region /
              Country

           Total     Contracted  so  far               Total         Utilized  so  far

Countries still in 1999/2000 or 2000  marketing year

  Eastern Africa  250  73  318  58
  Djibouti - -  1  1
  Eritrea - -  1  1
  Ethiopia  50 -  200  38
  Kenya - -  14  14
  Sudan  70  70  103  5
  Uganda  130  3 - -

  Western Africa  409 -  113  24
  Coastal countries  200 -  3  3
   Benin  55 - - -
   Côte d'Ivoire  10 - - -
   Ghana  5 -  1  1
   Nigeria  120 - - -
   Sierra Leone - -  2  2
   Togo  10 - - -

  Sahelian countries  209 -  110  21
   Burkina Faso  27 -  20  4
   Chad  15 -  20  5
   Gambia - -  5 -
   Guinea-Bissau  5 - - -
   Mali  100 -  10  3
   Mauritania  2 -  10 -
   Niger  60 -  25  8
   Senegal - -  20  1

  Central Africa  10 - - -
   Cameroon  10 - - -

  Sub-Total  669  73 1/  431  82

Countries which have entered their 2000/2001  marketing year

  Southern Africa 1 845 -  22  22
  Angola - -  1  1
  Madagascar - -  2  2
  Malawi  380 -  4  4
  Mozambique  45 -  12  12
  Namibia - - - -
  South Africa 1 370 - - -
  Zambia  50 -  3  3

  Sub-Total 1 845 -  22  22

  TOTAL 2 514  73 1/  453  104

Note: Totals computed from unrounded data.

1/ Of which 70 000 tonnes have been contracted on a commercial basis and 3 000 tonnes should be considered as triangular transactions.
 



Table 7: Cereal Food Aid Pledges to Sub-Saharan Africa for 1999/2000 or 2000 and Triangular 

          Transactions/Local Purchases known to FAO as of mid-July 2000 (in thousand tonnes).

Coarse Total Of which: Local 

Donor Wheat Rice grains cereals triangular purcha-

ses

 Canada  13.5 - -  13.5 - -

 EC  311.2  11.9  48.6  371.7  20.7  66.0
  of which:
  Community action  248.8  0.3  33.8  282.9  18.1  31.4
  National action  62.4  11.6  14.8  88.8  2.6  34.6
   Austria  13.7 - -  13.7 - -
   Belgium  4.7 -  2.6  7.3  2.6 -
   France  9.8 - -  9.8 -  5.7
   Germany -  0.3  9.9  10.2 -  28.7
   Greece  5.0 - -  5.0 - -
   Italy  14.2  8.4  2.3  24.9 - -
   Luxembourg  3.0  2.4 -  5.4 - -
   Netherlands  5.0 - -  5.0 - -
   Spain  1.0  0.5 -  1.5 - -
   United Kingdom  6.0 - -  6.0 -  0.2

 Japan -  38.4 -  38.4 - -
 NGOs  4.3  0.4 -  4.7 -  0.3

 Switzerland - - - - -  0.9
 United States  486.8  12.7  106.9  606.4 - -
 World Food Programme  459.4  7.0  510.9  977.3  82.7  49.2

 TOTAL 1 275.2  70.4  666.4 2 012.0  103.4  116.4

Note: Totals computed from unrounded data



Table 8: Food Aid Pledges in Cereals for 1999/2000 or 2000 by Donor and by Recipient (in thousand tonnes)

Donor/Recipient Total delivered
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Eastern Africa 1 397.1  814.1  13.5  281.4  13.4  409.3  674.9  4.6
Burundi  1.2  0.5 -  0.5 - -  0.7 -
Comoros - - - - - - - -
Djibouti - - - - - - - -
Eritrea  52.7  24.1 -  20.0 -  10.0  22.7 -
Ethiopia 1/  973.3  490.0  13.5  260.6 -  331.3  363.7  4.2
Kenya  55.1  54.8 - - -  0.3  54.8 -
Rwanda  108.6  95.8 - - -  2.6  106.0 -
Seychelles - - - - - - - -
Somalia  54.6  41.1 -  0.3 -  28.0  25.9  0.4
Sudan  83.1  55.8 - - -  18.6  64.5 -
Tanzania  23.7  23.7 - -  13.4 -  10.3 -
Uganda  44.8  28.3 - - -  18.5  26.3 -

Southern Africa  280.7  280.7 -  48.2 -  58.9  173.6 -
Angola  139.1  139.1 -  7.1 -  6.0  126.0 -
Botswana - - - - - - - -
Lesotho  3.0  3.0 - - - -  3.0 -
Madagascar  5.8  5.8 -  3.3 -  1.5  1.0 -
Malawi  63.0  63.0 -  30.0 - -  33.0 -
Mauritius - - - - - - - -
Mozambique  63.9  63.9 -  4.8 -  51.4  7.7 -
Namibia  0.7  0.7 -  0.7 - - - -
South Africa - - - - - - - -
Swaziland - - - - - - - -
Zambia  5.2  5.2 -  2.3 - -  2.9 -
Zimbabwe - - - - - - - -

 
Western Africa  315.4  203.9 -  40.0  22.0  137.8  115.5  0.1
Coastal countries  181.5  108.4 -  0.3  10.2  92.9  78.0  0.1
Benin  6.0  4.6 - -  3.6  2.4 - -
Côte d'Ivoire  9.6  2.6 - -  2.6  7.0 - -
Ghana  61.3  13.7 - -  4.0  57.3 - -
Guinea - - - - - - - -
Liberia  74.2  70.8 - - -  2.9  71.2  0.1
Nigeria  0.3 - -  0.3 - - - -
Sierra Leone  26.1  12.7 - - -  19.3  6.8 -
Togo  4.0  4.0 - - -  4.0 - -

Sahelian countries  133.9  95.5 -  39.7  11.8  44.9  37.5 -
Burkina Faso  10.4  10.4 - - -  6.8  3.6 -
Cape Verde  71.6  46.5 -  35.7  6.3  28.7  0.9 -
Chad  10.9  10.9 - - -  4.1  6.8 -
Gambia  4.5  2.6 - - -  3.2  1.3 -
Guinea-Bissau - - - - - - - -
Mali  2.6  2.6 - - - -  2.6 -
Mauritania  13.3  1.9 -  4.0  5.5  2.1  1.7 -
Niger  0.8  0.8 - - - -  0.8 -
Senegal  19.8  19.8 - - - -  19.8 -

Central Africa  18.8  18.4 -  2.1  3.0  0.4  13.3 -
Cameroon  2.8  2.8 - - - -  2.8 -
Cent.Afr.Rep.  0.6  0.6 - - - -  0.6 -
Congo, Dem.Rep.of  10.4  10.0 -  2.1 - -  8.3 -
Congo, Rep.of  0.9  0.9 - - - -  0.9 -
Equat. Guinea  0.4  0.4 - - -  0.4 - -
Gabon  0.5  0.5 - - - -  0.5 -
Sao Tome  3.2  3.2 - -  3.0 -  0.2 -

TOTAL 2 012.0 1 317.1  13.5  371.7  38.4  606.4  977.3  4.7

1/ Includes refugee needs.
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PART III : CROP PROSPECTS AND FOOD SUPPLY POSITION
IN INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES

(situation as of mid-July 2000)
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ANGOLA
Area: 1 247 000 sq.km
Climate: Coastal desert, south-west semi-arid, rest tropical wet-dry. Rainy season: Sept.-May
Population: 13.42 million (1999 estimate), G.N.P. per caput US$ 340 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; infrastructure devastated by prolonged civil strife
Logistics: Inadequate port, rail and road facilities
Major foodcrops: Roots, tubers, maize, plantains
Marketing year: April/March; Lean season: January-April
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 35 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

An FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission which visited the country in April/May found that renewed fighting, massive displacements of
populations and insecurity, continue to cause serious concern despite efforts by the Government and its partners to redress the situation. According to the UN
Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Angola, IDPs have now reached nearly 2.6 million, or 53 percent more than last year’s stated figure.
This increase is due both to improved Government access to more areas and to the continuing strife. At present, WFP estimates that about 1.9 million people
are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance.

The Mission forecasts the 1999/2000 cereal production at 504 000 tonnes, which is about 5.5 percent lower than last year. The shortfall is essentially due to
lower maize production which decreased by 8 percent, from 428 000 tonnes to 394 000 tonnes. By contrast, other crops with lower water requirements
experienced production increases. Thus sorghum/millet production edged up 3 percent to 105 000 tonnes; bean and groundnut production rose by 11 and 13
percent respectively, while that of cassava and Irish potatoes was estimated to be substantially higher than was forecast last year. The reduction in maize
production is attributed to two major factors, namely unfavourable rainfall pattern and shortage of essential inputs. Although cumulative rainfall for most of the
country was above average for the whole season, from September 1999 to April 2000, rains started late, particularly in the southern and central areas. In the
latter, good rains arrived only in November. Excessive rains in many areas towards the end of December were then followed by an abnormally long dry spell in
late January and February. Secondly, there was a general scarcity of essential inputs, coupled with late distribution and frequently poor quality of seeds. In
addition, the displaced farm families had access to very limited amounts of land, if any, in their new locations and in many cases the land is of poor quality.

For the 2000/01 marketing year (April/March), domestic cereal supply, estimated at 504 000 tonnes, falls far short of national consumption requirements. With a
mid-marketing year population estimate of 13 675 000, cereal import requirements for the 2000/01 are estimated at 753 000 tonnes. Of these, the Mission
estimates that 420 000 tonnes will be imported commercially, leaving 333 000 tonnes to be covered by food aid. Against this requirement, pledges by mid-July
amounted to 71 000 tonnes, of which 46 000 have been received.

There is urgent need to allocate fertile land in adequate amounts to IDPs, and to ensure timely delivery of the requisite inputs to the farming population for the
2000/01 cropping year.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 1 6 463 470
     Previous five years average imports 226 72 190 488

2000/01 Domestic Availability - 4 501 504

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 4 500 504
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) - 3 500 502
     Possible stock drawdown - 1 1 2

2000/01 Utilization 273 90 895 1 257

     Food Use 273 90 800 1 162
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 1 1
     Non-food use - - 95 95
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000/01 Import Requirement 273 86 394 753

     Anticipated commercial imports 273 86 61 420
     Food aid needs - - 333 333

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - 19 52 71
       of which: Delivered - 4 43 47
     Donor-financed purchases - - 1 1
       of which: for local use - - 1 1
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 20 7 59 85

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 107
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 154
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 BENIN

Area: 111 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; two rainy seasons in south (Mar.-Jul. and Oct.) and one in north

(May-Oct.)
Population: 5.74 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput US$ 380 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports, roads, rail adequate; gateway to Niger
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, maize
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: April-June
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 37 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The first rains started in mid-March in the south, allowing planting of the first maize crop. Rains covered the entire country in late April.
Rainfall was above average during the last dekad of May, benefiting planting and emergence of millet and sorghum crops in the north.

Rains decreased in early June but were abundant and widespread in late May and early June, providing good growing conditions for crops.

Following a well above-average cereal harvest in 1999, estimated at 927 000 tonnes (including paddy), the overall food supply situation is
satisfactory. Cereal imports, for domestic use and re-exports, during the 2000 marketing year are estimated at 145 000 tonnes and food aid
requirements at 10 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 19 718 737
     Previous five years average imports 51 138 5 194

2000 Domestic Availability - 27 891 917

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 37 891 927
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 22 891 912
     Possible stock drawdown - 5 - 5

2000 Utilization 60 112 891 1 062

     Food Use 49 81 572 701
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 1 6 219 226
     Exports or Re-exports 5 25 55 85
     Possible stock build up 5 - 45 50

2000 Import Requirement 60 85 - 145 
1/

     Anticipated commercial imports 55 80 - 135
     Food aid needs 5 5 - 10

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 1 4 2 6
       of which: Delivered 0 4 1 5
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 9 14 100 122

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 126
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 75

1/ Includes 25 000 tonnes of re-exports of rice and 5 000 tonnes of wheat.
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 BOTSWANA

Area: 567 000 sq.km
Climate: South-western part arid (Kalahari desert); rest semi-arid with some rains in

Dec.-Feb.
Population: 1.585 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 3 600 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: east; swamps in the northern parts; desert in the west
Logistics: Imports through South Africa
Major foodcrops: Sorghum, pulses, vegetables
Marketing year: April/March; Lean season: January/March
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 55 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvest of the 1999/2000 coarse grains, mainly sorghum, is completed. Heavy rains since December, aggravated by Cyclones Elaine and
Felicia in February, resulted in severe flooding in eastern and southern areas, where over two thirds of the population is concentrated. The
flooding resulted in damage to housing and infrastructure, the total loss of at least 2 314 hectares of food crops and yields reductions in the
affected areas. Overall maize production is forecast at the same reduced level of last year and latest forecasts point to a sorghum crop
lower than anticipated and well below that of last year. In aggregate, coarse grain harvest is estimated to decline from the reduced level of
1999.

Food difficulties are anticipated for some 160 000 people who left homeless to floods. However, the overall food supply situation is forecast
to be satisfactory in marketing year 2000/20001 (April/March) reflecting the country’s commercial import capacity.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - 32 32
     Previous five years average imports 64 - 163 227

2000/01 Domestic Availability - - 20 20

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - 13 13
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) - - 13 13
     Possible stock drawdown - - 7 7

2000/01 Utilization 65 - 205 270

     Food Use 58 - 200 258
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - - 5 5
     Exports or Re-exports 7 - - 7
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000/01 Import Requirement 65 - 185 250

     Anticipated commercial imports 65 - 185 250
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 37 - 126 163

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 41
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 110
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 BURKINA FASO

Area: 274 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry in south, semi-arid in north; rainy season: May-October
Population: 11.25 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 240 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; Sahelian land-locked country
Logistics: Roads inadequate during rainy season; adequate rail link to Abidjan (Côte d'Ivoire)
Major foodcrops: Millet, sorghum, pulses, maize
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: July-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 73 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Following generally above normal rains during the first and the third dekad of May, precipitation decreased significantly during the first
dekad of June but became widespread and abundant in mid June. Rains again decreased in late June except in the east and remained
generally below normal in early July. Cumulative rainfall as of late June was generally above last year’s level and above average.
Therefore, conditions were favourable for the planting of millet and sorghum in the north and for their emergence in the rest of the
country but more rains are needed to avoid water stress following reduced precipitation of late June/early July, notably in Kossi,
Mouhoun and Sourou provinces in the north-west and in Gnagna, Namentenga and Ganzourgou provinces in the east. Pastures are
starting to regenerate countrywide and water reserves are being replenished. No pest activity is reported.

The final 1999 production estimates released by the statistical services indicate that 1999 aggregate production of cereals reached a
record of 2.7 million tonnes (including paddy), some 13 percent above the five year average. Millet and sorghum production showed a
decrease, while maize and rice production increased. Following this record crop, the overall food supply situation is satisfactory.
Markets are well supplied and prices of local millet and sorghum are significantly lower than in previous several years. Traders are
importing cereals from Mali in Soum, Sourou and Yatenga provinces. However, some populations will remain vulnerable during the lean
season following successive below-average harvests, notably in the provinces of Boulkiemdé, Samnatenga and Sanguié. The cereal
import requirement for the 1999/2000 marketing year (November/October) is estimated at 155 000 tonnes, mainly wheat and rice.
Emergency food assistance has been distributed in the provinces of Boulkiemdé, Kouritenga, Passoré, Poni, and Yatenga to 12 000
Burkinabe returnees from Côte d’Ivoire.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 87 2 303 2 390
     Previous five years average imports 57 91 23 171

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 1 92 2 606 2 699

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 94 2 606 2 700
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 62 2 606 2 668
     Possible stock drawdown 1 30 - 31

1999/2000 Utilization 56 182 2 616 2 854

     Food Use 55 171 2 121 2 347
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 20 20
     Non-food use 1 11 403 415
     Exports or Re-exports - - 27 27
     Possible stock build up - - 65 65

1999/2000 Import Requirement 55 90 10 155

     Anticipated commercial imports 45 80 6 131
     Food aid needs 10 10 4 24

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 7 - 4 10
       of which: Delivered 7 - 4 10
     Donor-financed purchases - - 4 4
       of which: for local use - - 4 4
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 5 15 189 209

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 113
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 91
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 BURUNDI
Area: 25 700 sq.km
Climate: Highland rainy climate with moderate temperature (200C); two rainy seasons: Feb.-May and

Sept.-Nov.
Population: 6.47 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 140 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked country
Logistics: Ports: Mombasa (Kenya) and Dar es Salaam (Tanzania); rail and road connections

inadequate
Major foodcrops: Pulses, plantains, roots, tubers, maize and sorghum
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: November-December
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 34 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

An FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission visited Burundi from 19 to 30 June 2000 to evaluate the second 2000 B
season, forecast the minor third 2000 C season, and estimate the country’s import and food aid requirements for 2000.

Insecurity continues to disrupt economic and agricultural activities. However, the Mission noticed a relative general improvement since
the end of 1999, with the number of displaced people in camps decreasing from 821 000, or 13 percent of the total population, to
704 000, or 11 percent, by mid-2000. The Mission found that overall, rainfall during the 2000 B season was badly distributed with a
premature cessation of precipitation in April. This affected the normal crop development and reduced considerably yields of pulses and
cereals. The 2000 B season foodcrops production is estimated at about 1.7 million tonnes, representing a 3 percent decrease from both
last year’s B season and the past five-year average. Pulses and cereals experienced declines of 20 percent and 6 percent respectively.
Root and tubers remained virtually unchanged from 1999. The northern provinces of Kirundo and Muyinga, and the Moso region, were
the worst affected by severe dry weather.

Forecasting the small 2000 C crop season, the Mission provisionally forecasts total food production for 2000 at 3 472 000 tonnes, only
slightly lower than the level of last year, but below the average of both the past five-year and the pre-crisis (1988-1993) period.

Import requirements in 2000 are estimated at 106 000 tonnes of cereals and 150 000 tonnes of pulses. Commercial imports are
anticipated at an increased level of 50 000 tonnes of cereals and 40 000 tonnes of pulses respectively, leaving food aid requirements of
56 000 tonnes of cereals and 110 000 tonnes of pulses. Another 58 000 tonnes of cereals would be needed to cover the deficit in root
and tubers and bananas/plantains. While these requirements are well in excess of realistic possibilities they put in evidence that
production of food staples has failed to keep pace with the growth in population. As of 30 June 2000, emergency food aid distributed by
WFP to the most severely affected population was only 55 percent of the estimated requirements for the first half of the year due to
logistic and resource constraints. With planned distributions until the end of the year, emergency food aid assistance in 2000 will amount
to 35 000 tonnes of cereals and 11 000 tonnes of pulses. The uncovered deficit of grains is therefore in the order of 21 000 tonnes of
maize and 99 000 tonnes of pulses and that of root/tubers and bananas/plantains (in cereal equivalent) of 58 000 tonnes. A further
reduction in per caput consumption and deterioration in nutritional status is anticipated.

There is serious concern for the food situation in the displacement camps and in the drought-affected provinces, where malnutrition
rates are high. In the Kirundo province, 350 000 people face serious food shortages.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 10 45 237 292
     Previous five years average imports 21 4 28 53

2000 Domestic Availability 13 63 180 256

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 10 95 178 283
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 10 63 178 251
     Possible stock drawdown 3 - 2 5

2000 Utilization 38 63 261 362

     Food Use 38 48 227 313
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - 10 34 44
     Exports or Re-exports - 0 - 0
     Possible stock build up - 5 - 5

2000 Import Requirement 25 - 81 106

     Anticipated commercial imports 20 - 30 50
     Food aid needs 5 - 51 56

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - 1 1
       of which: Delivered - - 1 1

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 6 7 34 47

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 97
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 200
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 CAMEROON

Area: 465 000 sq.km
Climate: North: tropical wet-dry, south: tropical wet; length of rainy season declines from 11 months

in south to 4 months in extreme north
Population: 15.1 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 610 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads adequate; gateway to Chad
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, coarse grains, fruit
Marketing year: Jan./Dec.; Lean season: June-August
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 39 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Rains started in March in the south, they progressed northwards in April but reached only in mid-May the extreme north where they
permitted land preparation and plantings of millet and sorghum. Precipitation remained below average over the northern half of the
country during the first dekad of May and over the entire country during the third dekad. They became widespread and abundant in June
and early July, benefiting crop development.

Following an above-average cereal harvest in 1999, the overall food supply situation is satisfactory except in some flooded areas in the
north. Cereal imports for domestic use and re-export during the 2000 marketing year are estimated at 290 000 tonnes, mostly wheat and
rice. Congolese refugees are present in northern Cameroon.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 75 1 101 1 176
     Previous five years average imports 178 84 14 276

2000 Domestic Availability 0 78 1 270 1 348

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 0 100 1 250 1 350
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 0 68 1 250 1 318
     Possible stock drawdown - 10 20 30

2000 Utilization 180 178 1 280 1 638

     Food Use 166 166 1 005 1 337
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 4 12 265 281
     Exports or Re-exports 10 - 10 20
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 180 100 10 290 
1/

     Anticipated commercial imports 180 98 10 288
     Food aid needs - 2 - 2

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - 3 - 3
       of which: Delivered - 3 - 3
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 11 11 67 89

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 115
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 105

1/  Includes 10 000 tonnes of re-exports of wheat.
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 CAPE VERDE

Area: 4 000 sq.km
Climate: Semi-arid; rainfall increases with altitude; rainy season: July-December
Population: 439 500 (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 960 (1995)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; archipelago
Logistics: Port capacity and roads adequate
Major foodcrops: Maize, rice, pulses
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: n.a. since 90 percent of requirements covered by

imports
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 57 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Land preparation is underway. Scattered limited rains have been registered in late June in the highlands of Santiago island but planting of
maize normally starts in July with the onset of regular rains. Following a record harvest in 1999, the availability of seeds is adequate.
However, maize seeds have been requested in Praia area on Santiago island and in São Nicolau island. Treatments against Nezara viridula
have been undertaken in Santa Cruz area on Santiago island.

1999 maize production has been estimated at a record 25 700 tonnes which is about 5 times higher than in 1998 and the last five-year
average. Following this record crop, the overall food supply situation has improved in rural areas affected by several successive poor crops.
With normal cereal imports, markets are well supplied and prices are stable. However, the bumper 1999 production will cover only about a
quarter of consumption requirement, but available stocks and planned commercial imports or food aid for the year 2000 will be sufficient to
cover the deficit. The cereal import requirement for the 1999/2000 marketing year is estimated at 70 000 tonnes of which 50 000 tonnes are
expected to be received as food aid. About 47 000 tonnes of food aid have been received so far.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - 5 5
     Previous five years average imports 20 23 43 86

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 3 5 26 34

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - 26 26
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - 26 26
     Possible stock drawdown 3 5 - 8

1999/2000 Utilization 23 25 56 104

     Food Use 22 24 47 93
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 1 1 4 6
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - 5 5

1999/2000 Import Requirement 20 20 30 70

     Anticipated commercial imports 5 5 10 20
     Food aid needs 15 15 20 50

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 31 9 32 72
       of which: Delivered 11 4 32 47
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 50 55 107 211

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 514
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 81
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 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Area: 623 000 sq.km
Climate: North: tropical wet-dry, south: tropical wet; rainy season: March-November
Population: 3.62 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 300 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked country
Logistics: Roads inadequate during rainy season; river transport important
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, tree nuts, coarse grain, fruits
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: May-July
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 21 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Widespread and significant rains in late March permitted land preparation. Precipitation remained generally below average in April and early
May, except in the south. Rains improved during the second dekad of May but decreased in the south and the west during the third dekad.
They were generally adequate in June and early July, except in the south-west in early July.

Following a record cereal crop in 1999, estimated at 161 000 tonnes, the food supply situation is satisfactory. The cereal import requirement
for the 2000 marketing year is estimated at 29 000 tonnes, mainly wheat.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR  (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 14 112 126
     Previous five years average imports 26 4 3 33

2000 Domestic Availability - 13 140 153

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 21 140 161
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 13 140 153
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 25 15 142 182

     Food Use 24 13 109 146
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 1 3 21 24
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - 12 12

2000 Import Requirement 25 2 2 29

     Anticipated commercial imports 25 2 1 28
     Food aid needs - - 1 1

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - 1 1
       of which: Delivered - - 1 1
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 7 4 30 41

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 128
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 88
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 CHAD

Area: 1 259 000 sq.km
Climate: From north to south: arid, semi-arid and tropical wet-dry; rainy season: May-Oct.
Population: 7.4 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 230 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked Sahelian country.
Logistics: Roads inadequate during rainy season
Major foodcrops: Millet and sorghum, roots and tubers, tree nuts
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: August-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 52 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The growing season is now well established in the agricultural zones. Following first rains in late March and mid-April in the extreme
south, the rainy season actually started in mid-May in the south, in the Sudanian zone. Precipitation progressed northwards in the
Sahelian zone in June, notably during the second dekad. They reduced somewhat during the third dekad but improved significantly
during the first dekad of July. Planting of coarse grains is now underway in the Sahelian zone. Recently planted millet and sorghum are
generally growing satisfactorily in the Sudanian zone.

Pastures are regenerating. Grasshopper attacks have been reported in Mayo-Kebbi but there is no significant damage to crops. Grain-
eating birds and rodents caused some damage to maize sowings in irrigated areas of Bol in Lac region. No Desert Locusts activity is
reported.

Following release of final production estimates by the national statistical services, the aggregate 1999 cereal production is estimated at
1 230 000 tonnes (with rice in paddy), which is 5 percent below the 1998 record but 16 percent above the five-year average. The overall
food supply situation is satisfactory. Prices of cereals remain stable and are lower than previous years in both Sudanian and Sahelian
zones. Farmers have replenished stocks for the second consecutive year or sold cereals to compensate for low cotton incomes and poor
groundnut production. Some areas were flooded in Moyen Chari and Logone Oriental prefectures. Food supply difficulties could be
experienced in northern Lac province and in some areas of Batha, Biltine, Kanem (notably in Mao and Nokou sub-prefectures) and Tandjilé.
The cereal import requirement for the 1999/2000 marketing year is estimated at 67 000 tonnes, including 12 000 tonnes of food aid.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 3 100 956 1 059
     Previous five years average imports 56 10 8 74

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 4 95 1 088 1 187

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 4 138 1 088 1 230
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 4 95 1 088 1 187
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

1999/2000 Utilization 64 100 1 090 1 254

     Food Use 63 73 835 971
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 20 20
     Non-food use 1 17 170 188
     Exports or Re-exports - - 15 15
     Possible stock build up - 10 70 80

1999/2000 Import Requirement 60 5 2 67

     Anticipated commercial imports 50 5 - 55
     Food aid needs 10 - 2 12

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 4 - 7 11
       of which: Delivered 4 - 7 11
     Donor-financed purchases - - 5 5
       of which: for local use - - 5 5
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 9 10 113 131

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 116
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 91
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 COMOROS

Area: 2 200 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; one hot rainy season with cyclone probability; June-October dry and cool
Population: 0.73 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 470 (1995)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; archipelago of four small islands
Logistics: -
Major foodcrops: Rice, roots, tubers, bananas and coconuts
Marketing year: January/December
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 44 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Most of the country’s agricultural land is planted to cash crops, bananas and root crops. Only one-quarter of the cereal requirement is
produced locally and, consequently, there is a structural deficit of some 46 000 tonnes of cereals, largely covered by commercial imports.
Food aid needs are estimated at 10 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 3 4 7
     Previous five years average imports 5 38 - 43

2000 Domestic Availability - 2 4 6

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 3 4 7
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) - 2 4 6
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 6 42 4 52

     Food Use 6 40 2 48
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - 2 2 4
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - 1 1

2000 Import Requirement 6 40 - 46

     Anticipated commercial imports 5 31 - 36
     Food aid needs 1 9 - 10

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 8 53 2 63

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 100
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 107
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CONGO, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF

Area: 2 268 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet climate in the central basin, tropical wet-dry in the extreme north and south
Population: 46.19 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US $ 110 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; tropical country with access to sea
Logistics: Roads inadequate
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, coarse grains, fruit
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: October (north), November-December (south)
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 15 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Intensification of the civil conflict in eastern parts of the country has resulted in further population displacements and a deterioration of
the food situation. Fighting in the past months in Kisangani town between Rwandan and Ugandan forces resulted in the killing of civilian
populations, massive damage to the city infrastructure and fresh waves of displacements. Intense fighting has also been reported in
parts of South Kivu between Mayi-Mayi militia and the "Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie". Killings of civilians have been
reported around Uvira and Kalehe towns.

In general, the food supply situation is tight in most of the country due to the disruption of agricultural production and marketing caused by
the persistent civil war. The situation is particularly serious for more than a million people internally displaced. Most IDPs have lost their
homes and belongings and can not survive without humanitarian assistance. However, most of them are in conflict areas in eastern parts of
the country and are not currently accessible due to insecurity and cut-off of roads. The food and health situation of these populations is
reported to be critical. The situation also gives serious cause for concern in urban areas, particularly in the city of Kinshasa, where 10
percent of the 6 million inhabitants are estimated to suffer acute malnutrition.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 19 379 1 245 1 643
     Previous five years average imports 131 44 42 217

2000 Domestic Availability 18 233 1 247 1 498

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 18 350 1 247 1 615
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 18 233 1 247 1 498
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 158 283 1 307 1 748

     Food Use 150 242 1 027 1 419
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 8 42 280 330
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 140 50 60 250

     Anticipated commercial imports 140 50 54 244
     Food aid needs - - 6 6

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - 10 10
       of which: Delivered - - 10 10
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 3 5 22 30

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 98
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 115



- 31 -

FAO/GIEWS: Africa Report, August 2000

 CONGO, REPUBLIC OF

Area: 342 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet climate in north, tropical wet-dry in south with main rainy season in October-April
Population: 2.94 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 690 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the
country:

Low-income food-deficit country; tropical coastal country

Logistics: Ports adequate; roads inadequate during rainy season
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, fruit
Marketing year: Jan./Dec.; Lean season: September-November
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 19 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Following the December 1999 ceasefire between the government and opposition parties, peace now prevails throughout the country. It is
estimated that some 600 000 people - out of an estimated 810 000 displaced by the war - have returned to their homes since the signing of
the peace accord. In Brazzaville, the number of IDPs has declined rapidly as thousands of people move back to their home towns, as sites
for displaced people close. The Mossendjo area of Niari region now hosts the country’s largest remaining group of internally-displaced
people, in a zone still under the control of "non-state actors”. Over 50 000 IDPs are believed to be in need of assistance in Mossendjo. A
one month airlift of relief supplies to northern Pool has been undertaken for distribution to affected populations. A feeding centre has been
set up in Kindamba for severely malnourished people. Large parts of northern Pool have been inaccessible by road since last year because
of the fighting, and tens of thousands of people had spent months hiding in the forest. About 40 000 refugees from DRC recently arrived in
Liranga and Njoundou areas, about 500 km north of Brazzaville along the Congo and Ubangi rivers, following civil disturbances in northern
DRC. They also include Congolese refugees who had moved to Equateur Province in DRC to escape fighting in Congo in 1999. The cereal
import requirement for the 2000 marketing year is estimated at 140 000 tonnes, mostly wheat and rice.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 1 4 5
     Previous five years average imports 88 28 5 121

2000 Domestic Availability - - 4 4

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 1 4 5
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - 4 4
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 100 30 14 144

     Food Use 98 24 12 134
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 2 2 2 6
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - 4 - 4

2000 Import Requirement 100 30 10 140

     Anticipated commercial imports 95 20 5 120
     Food aid needs 5 10 5 20

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - 1 1
       of which: Delivered - - 1 1
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 33 8 4 46

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 100
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 116
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COTE D’IVOIRE

Area: 318 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; two rainy seasons (March-July and September-December) in south and

one in north (May-Oct.)
Population: 15.2 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 700 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads adequate; gateway to Burkina Faso and Mali
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, fruit, rice, maize
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: April to July
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 40 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Rains have started in the south and the centre in mid-March allowing planting of the first maize crop. Abundant precipitation covered the
entire country during the first dekad of May. It decreased in mid-May but was well above average countrywide during the third dekad,
benefiting planting and emergence of millet and sorghum crops in the north. Rains decreased in June and became very limited during the
first dekad of July, which might cause water stress if precipitation does not improve in the following weeks.

Production of rice in 1999 increased compared to 1998 due to good rains and larger plantings. Following a good cereal harvest in 1999,
estimated at almost 1.8 million tonnes (with rice in paddy), the overall food supply situation is satisfactory. The cereal import
requirement for the 2000 marketing year is estimated at 675 000 tonnes, mainly rice and wheat. Some 100 000 Liberian refugees and 1
500 Sierra Leoneans are present in the west.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 1 002 728 1 730
     Previous five years average imports 265 355 15 635

2000 Domestic Availability 10 586 793 1 388

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 976 793 1 769
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 586 793 1 378
     Possible stock drawdown 10 - - 10

2000 Utilization 280 986 798 2 063

     Food Use 270 799 580 1 649
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 5 146 188 339
     Exports or Re-exports 5 - 10 15
     Possible stock build up - 40 20 60

2000 Import Requirement 270 400 5 675

     Anticipated commercial imports 270 380 5 655
     Food aid needs - 20 - 20

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - 10 - 10
       of which: Delivered - 3 - 3
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 18 53 38 109

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 102
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 106
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 DJIBOUTI

Area: 23 000 sq.km
Climate: Arid climate
Population: 0.617 million (1998 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: n.a.
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country
Logistics: Djibouti is one of the three gateways of Ethiopia
Major foodcrops: Vegetables
Marketing year: January/December
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 52

CURRENT SITUATION

The agriculture sector in Djibouti accounts for less than 3 percent of the gross domestic product. The population is mostly urban and is
concentrated in the capital. Agriculture production is marginal and most of the food is imported. The economy of the country is
dominated by its trade activity based on a port and airport infrastructure.

A severe drought since last year has put large number of people at risk of starvation. A UN Inter-Agency Appeal has been launched on 6
June 2000, for US$378 million to assist some 13.4 million drought affected people in the Horn of Africa, including nearly 150 000 people,
nearly one-fifth of the population, in Djibouti.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - - -
     Previous five years average imports 54 28 3 85

2000 Domestic Availability - - - -

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - - -
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - - -
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 85 20 3 108

     Food Use 45 15 2 62
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 1 1
     Non-food use 20 - 1 21
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up 20 5 - 25

2000 Import Requirement 85 20 3 108

     Anticipated commercial imports 65 20 3 88
     Food aid needs 20 - - 20

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - 1 1
       of which: for local use - - 1 1
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 71 24 3 98

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: -
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 127
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA

Area: 28 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet climate
Population: 445 000 (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 380 (1995)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads inadequate
Major foodcrops: Cassava, sweet potatoes, bananas
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: September-November
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 12 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Abundant and widespread rains have been registered from mid-March to late April. Precipitation decreased in early May but resumed in
mid-May and remained abundant in late May in the west. They decreased but remained above normal in June and almost ceased in early
July, which is the normal pattern. The staple crops are sweet potatoes, cassava and plantains. The cereal import requirement for the 2000
marketing year is estimated at 9 000 tonnes of rice and wheat.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - - -
     Previous five years average imports 4 5 - 9

2000 Domestic Availability - - - -

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - - -
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - - -
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 4 5 - 9

     Food Use 4 5 - 9
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - - - -
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 4 5 - 9

     Anticipated commercial imports 4 5 - 9
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 9 11 - 20

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: -
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 100
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 ERITREA

Area: 124 320 sq.km
Climate: Highland areas: tropical wet/dry with unreliable rains. Lowlands: semi-arid to arid
Population: 3.0 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$200 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country
Logistics: Roads inadequate, gateway to northern Ethiopia
Major foodcrops: Sorghum, teff, millet, maize, pulses
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: August-November
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 73 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The food supply situation in Eritrea give cause for serious concern. Large-scale population displacements due to the upsurge in the
border conflict with neighbouring Ethiopia in May/June 2000 have aggravated an already precarious food supply situation following the
1999 reduced harvest due to drought and war displacement. More than 1.5 million people are now estimated to have been displaced
with about 95 000 reported to have fled across the border into Sudan. Despite reports of some displaced people returning to their
villages, an almost complete lack of food and other relief supplies in most parts of western Eritrea and fear of mines make many
reluctant to return. Meanwhile, with the setting in of the rainy season, roads are turning into mud, further complicating the return of the
displaced and the logistics of the relief operation. The failure of the last two successive rainy seasons in Anseba, North Red Sea and
South Red Sea administrative zones has also severely affected nearly 300 000 people.

In response, FAO and WFP have jointly approved an Emergency Operation on 22 June, for relief assistance to 750 000 internally
displaced persons in Eritrea, worth US$ 79 million for a period of 12 months. Subsequently, a UN Inter-Agency Appeal has been
launched on 19 July 2000, for US$87.3 million to assist some 1.1 million displaced people. The international community at large and
donor agencies in particular are urged to respond generously to the appeals for assistance in order to avoid a food supply crisis of
potentially catastrophic proportions.

Prospects for the current 2000 main season crops are bleak following the displacement of large number of farmers from the major
agricultural production areas of south-western Eritrea and the disruption of the planting season in May/June. Gash Barka and Debub
administrative zones, which are the country’s main grain producing areas and normally supply more than 75 percent of Eritrea’s cereal
production, have been at the centre of current clashes and may not have any harvest in 2000. As the next harvest is only expected in
November/December 2001, these regions known as “the bread basket of Eritrea” together with other parts will depend on emergency
relief food for at least the next 18 months.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 12 - 193 205
     Previous five years average imports 136 1 79 216

2000 Domestic Availability 19 - 310 329

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 19 - 300 319
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 19 - 300 319
     Possible stock drawdown - - 10 10

2000 Utilization 169 - 350 519

     Food Use 168 - 225 393
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 1 1
     Non-food use 1 - 125 126
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 150 - 40 190

     Anticipated commercial imports 50 - 20 70
     Food aid needs 100 - 20 120

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 52 - 1 53
       of which: Delivered 24 - 1 24
     Donor-financed purchases - - 1 1
       of which: for local use - - 1 1
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 54 - 73 127

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 156
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 88
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 ETHIOPIA
Area: 976 680 sq.km
Climate: Northern coastal area and lowlands in south and east are semi-arid to arid; rest of

country has a highland rainy climate with mild winter.
Population: 61.67 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 100 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country
Logistics: Land-locked country, roads inadequate
Major foodcrops: Maize, teff, barley, sorghum, wheat, pulses, enset (false banana)
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: August-November
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 69 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The 2000 secondary “Belg” season crop, for harvest from June, has failed reflecting delayed rains and erratic precipitation in some
areas. The Belg crop accounts for around 8 to 10 percent of annual grain production, but in some areas it is the main harvest. Rains,
which normally start in February, did not establish until late-March. Precipitation was fairly abundant in April and beginning of May in
central and northern parts. However, despite heavy rains, which caused localized flooding, the severe drought conditions over southern
and south-eastern Ethiopia have yet to improve. The failure of last year’s Belg season has severely affected the food supply situation of
large numbers of people and were exacerbated by the continued drought through the 1999 main season in these areas.

Planting of the main 2000 main “Meher” season (June-September) crops are well advanced. Early prospects improved with recent good
rains that favoured land preparation. However, loss or sale of Oxen over several drought years and shortage of seeds are expected to
constrain food production. The 1999/2000 Meher season grain harvest was estimated by an FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply
Assessment Mission in November/December at 10.7 million tonnes, some 6 percent below the previous year's outturn. The most
important factors affecting production were the poor Belg rains and the late start of the Meher rains.

Despite some recent beneficial rains that brought some relief to the pastoral areas of eastern and southern Ethiopia, the food supply
situation remains precarious. Large numbers of livestock have perished due to drought and a number of starvation-related deaths,
particularly among children, are reported. With the failure of the current belg season, the number of people in need of assistance has
increased to more than 10 million people, including 400 000 displaced by the border war with Eritrea. Consequently, the overall food aid
requirement in 2000 estimated earlier at 836 000 tonnes has been revised upwards to 1.2 million tonnes.

An revised Emergency Operation worth a total of US$261.4 million was jointly approved by FAO and WFP on 21 July 2000 to assist some
5.7 million people until the end of this year. Total pledges by mid-July amounted to 973 000 tonnes of which 490 000 has been delivered.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 1 119 - 6 975 8 094
     Previous five years average imports 464 16 23 503

2000 Domestic Availability 1 212 - 6 558 7 770

     1999/2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 1 212 - 6 528 7 740
     1999/2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 1 212 - 6 528 7 740
     Possible stock drawdown - - 30 30

2000 Utilization 2 023 20 6 678 8 721

     Food Use 1 623 20 5 817 7 460
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 200 200
     Non-food use 200 - 811 1 011
     Exports or Re-exports - - 50 50
     Possible stock build up 200 - - 200

2000 Import Requirement 811 20 120 951

     Anticipated commercial imports 45 20 - 65
     Food aid needs 766 - 120 886

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 921 1 51 973
       of which: Delivered 462 1 27 490
     Donor-financed purchases - - 38 38
       of which: for local use - - 38 38
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 26 0 92 118

Indexes

     1999/2000 production as % of average: 96
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 189
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 GABON

Area: 258 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet climate; most rainfall: October-May
Population: 1.48 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 4 230 (1997)
Specific characteristics of the country: Coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads adequate
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: September-November
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 19 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Very abundant rains were registered in mid-April. Precipitation decreased in May and notably during the third dekad of the month. They
improved in early June but seasonably decreased during the following dekads. The main foodcrops are cassava and plantains but some
maize is also produced (around 25 000 tonnes). The country commercially imports the bulk of its cereal requirement, estimated to be
around 82 000 tonnes in 2000.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - 25 25
     Previous five years average imports 44 33 2 79

2000 Domestic Availability - - 27 27

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - 25 25
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - 25 25
     Possible stock drawdown - - 2 2

2000 Utilization 45 35 29 109

     Food Use 44 35 21 100
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 1 - 8 9
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 45 35 2 82

     Anticipated commercial imports 45 35 2 82
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - 1 - 1
       of which: Delivered - 1 - 1
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 30 24 14 68

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 100
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 104
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 GAMBIA

Area: 10 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry climate; rainy season: May-October
Population: 1.38 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 320 (1995)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal Sahelian country
Logistics: Port capacity and roads adequate
Major foodcrops: Rice, millet and sorghum
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: July-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 63 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Widespread rains permitted the start of plantings. First rains were registered in the east in early June. They progressed to the west and
covered almost the entire country during the second dekad of June. Precipitation became abundant during the last dekad.  Planting of
coarse grains is now well underway.

Following release of final production figures by national statistical services, aggregate 1999 cereal production is estimated at a record
155 600 tonnes (with rice in paddy), 36 percent above 1998 and 48 percent above the five-year average. The overall food supply
situation is satisfactory and markets are well supplied. However, some areas were affected by substantial flooding, especially in Lower,
Central and Upper Baddibous, Fulladu West in the Central River Division and in Sandu, Wulli and Kontora in the Upper River Division.
Cereal imports for domestic use and re-export during the 1999/2000 marketing year are estimated at 114 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 23 82 105
     Previous five years average imports 26 80 3 109

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 5 24 119 148

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 37 119 156
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 24 119 143
     Possible stock drawdown 5 - - 5

1999/2000 Utilization 27 116 119 262

     Food Use 21 91 85 198
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 5 5
     Non-food use 1 4 21 26
     Exports or Re-exports 5 15 - 20
     Possible stock build up - 5 13 18

1999/2000 Import Requirement 22 92 - 114

     Anticipated commercial imports 22 90 - 112
     Food aid needs - 2 - 2

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - 1 4 5
       of which: Delivered - 1 2 3
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 15 66 62 143

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 148
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 105
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 GHANA

Area: 230 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; two rainy seasons in south and one in north
Population: 20.2 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 390 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads inadequate
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, coarse grain, rice
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: April-June
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 27 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

First rains started in the south and the centre during the second dekad of March, allowing land preparation and planting of the first maize
crop. They progressed to the north in April, decreased significantly during the second dekad of May but were widespread and above
average during the third dekad, allowing plantings and emergence of millet and sorghum crops in the north. Precipitation decreased in early
June but then remained generally widespread and above normal, benefiting a satisfactory crop development.

The aggregate output of cereals in 1999 is estimated at 1 686 000 tonnes (with rice in paddy) which is slightly below the output in 1998 and
the average. The food supply situation is tight for populations affected by floods in 1999 in the Northern, Upper East and Upper West
Regions. WFP provided emergency assistance to some vulnerable people. About 10 000 Liberian refugees remain in the country. Cereal
imports for domestic use and re-export during the 2000 marketing year are estimated at 485 000 tonnes and the food aid requirement at
46 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 204 1 528 1 732
     Previous five years average imports 200 219 24 443

2000 Domestic Availability - 150 1 546 1 696

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 210 1 476 1 686
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 140 1 476 1 616
     Possible stock drawdown - 10 70 80

2000 Utilization 220 370 1 591 2 181

     Food Use 218 340 1 261 1 818
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 1 1
     Non-food use 2 25 325 353
     Exports or Re-exports - 5 5 10
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 220 220 45 485

     Anticipated commercial imports 190 210 39 439
     Food aid needs 30 10 6 46

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 36 5 21 61
       of which: Delivered 4 4 6 14
     Donor-financed purchases - - 1 1
       of which: for local use - - 1 1
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 11 17 62 90

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 97
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 109
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 GUINEA

Area: 246 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; rainy season: March/June to October/November
Population: 7.11 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 540 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; mountainous coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads inadequate
Major foodcrops: Rice, roots and tubers, coarse grains
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: July-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 52 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

First rains have been registered in the extreme south in March. Rains covered the entire country and were generally above average in April.
Precipitation decreased in the centre and the north in early and mid-May but improved in late May, allowing widespread planting of rice and
coarse grains. Rains decreased in early June, but improved in mid-June and became particularly abundant in early July in the north and the
west.

Following a record cereal harvest in 1999, estimated at a 1.04 million tonnes (with rice in paddy), the overall food supply situation is
satisfactory. Markets are well supplied both in urban and rural areas. Surpluses are available in the Guinée Maritime and Guinée Forestière
regions. Some 488 000 refugees remain in the country (120 000 from Liberia and 366 000 from Sierra Leone), located mainly in Gueckédou
(360 000), Forécariah (60 000) and N'Zérékore (60 000). They are receiving food assistance and are considered at moderate nutritional risk.
The cereal import requirement for the 2000 marketing year is estimated at 350 000 tonnes of wheat and rice.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 665 206 871
     Previous five years average imports 114 262 - 376

2000 Domestic Availability 5 547 222 774

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 820 222 1 042
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 547 222 769
     Possible stock drawdown 5 - - 5

2000 Utilization 115 787 222 1 124

     Food Use 113 644 178 935
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 2 123 44 169
     Exports or Re-exports - 15 - 15
     Possible stock build up - 5 - 5

2000 Import Requirement 110 240 - 350

     Anticipated commercial imports 105 240 - 345
     Food aid needs 5 - - 5

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 16 91 25 132

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 120
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 93
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 GUINEA-BISSAU

Area: 28 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; rainy season: May-October
Population: 1.16 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 240 (1997)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Roads inadequate, particularly during the rainy season; river transport important
Major foodcrops: Rice, coarse grains, oils and fats, roots and tubers
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: May-August
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 64 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Following first rains in mid-April in the east and the south, the weather remained mostly dry up to mid May. In late May/early June, rains
covered the entire country, improved significantly during the second and third dekad of June and became particularly abundant during
the first dekad of July. These good rains benefited land preparation and planting of coarse grains in the east and the north. Planting of
rice in seedbeds is also underway. Transplanting will start in July/August after desalination of swamp rice fields following abundant
rains. Input distribution has been undertaken in some areas to limit seed availability problems following the reduced 1999 harvest. No
pest activity is reported.

The 1999 cereal production, estimated at 138 700 tonnes (with rice in paddy), is 5 percent above 1998, but below the 1997/98 pre-crisis
level and below average. The overall food supply situation has improved. However, some population groups are still facing food supply
difficulties, notably in urban areas and in Catio, Fulakunda and Bambadinca areas.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 107 59 166
     Previous five years average imports 7 66 2 75

1999/2000 Domestic Availability - 54 58 112

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 80 58 139
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 54 58 112
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

1999/2000 Utilization 7 141 73 221

     Food Use 7 121 53 181
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - 10 19 28
     Exports or Re-exports - 5 - 5
     Possible stock build up - 5 2 7

1999/2000 Import Requirement 7 87 5 99

     Anticipated commercial imports 5 80 - 85
     Food aid needs 2 7 5 14

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 6 105 46 156

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 84
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 132
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KENYA

Area: 570 000 sq.km
Climate: North-east is semi-arid to arid; mountainous central and south-western areas have two

rainy seasons:  March-May and November December.
Population: 31.10 million (1999 estimate), GNP per caput US$ 330 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; regular importer and occasional exporter of grain.
Logistics: Good port (Mombasa) and extensive rail and road network. Gateway to Burundi, Rwanda

and Uganda
Major foodcrops: Maize, wheat, pulses, roots and tubers
Marketing year: October/September
Lean season: June-July
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 56 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Prospects for the 2000 main “long rains” cereal crop, to be harvested from October in the main growing areas, are unfavourable. The
long rains cropping season (March-May), which normally accounts for 80 percent of total annual food production, has failed due to a
severe drought. With the exception of parts of Western Province and Nyanza Province, the rest of the country, including the “bread
basket” Rift Valley Province, have received little or no rainfall, leading to widespread crop failures as well as large livestock losses in the
pastoral areas of the north, north-east and north-west. Current official forecast puts the 2000 long rains maize crop at only 1.4 million
tonnes, 36 percent lower than the long rains average of 2.21 million tonnes and 22 percent less than the drought-reduced 1999 long
rains crop of 1.8 million tonnes. Assuming the 2000 short rains (October-December) harvest at the same level as in 1999, estimated at
450 000 tonnes, total domestic production available for consumption in 2000/01 amounts to 1.85 million tonnes. Maize stocks are
estimated to be depleted at all levels throughout the country. With a national maize utilization requirement (including food, feed, seed,
losses) estimated at 3.21 million tonnes, Kenya will need to import some 1.4 million tonnes until the next main harvest in September
2001.

The country’s food supply situation gives cause for serious concern with nearly 3.3 million people now estimated to be in need of urgent
food assistance. Pastoralists are of particular concern as they are faced with the fourth consecutive failure of the rainy season. The
current drought has aggravated an already severe scarcity of water and pasture and resulted in large livestock losses. Starvation-
related deaths, particularly among children, are being reported. An Emergency Operation for US$88.5 million was jointly approved by
FAO and WFP on 30 June 2000 to assist some 3.3 million people for a period of 6 months. Earlier in May, the Government appealed for
international food assistance amounting to US$134.2 million, reflecting the large numbers of people faced with severe food shortages.
The long drought has also drained reservoirs in dams, prompting the Government to take measures of rationing power for the next six
months.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 299 53 2 755 3 107
     Previous five years average imports 406 222 572 1 200

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 385 33 2 496 2 914

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 135 50 2 496 2 681
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 135 33 2 496 2 664
     Possible stock drawdown 250 - - 250

1999/2000 Utilization 775 233 3 496 4 504

     Food Use 755 213 3 087 4 055
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 14 14
     Non-food use 20 20 409 449
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

1999/2000 Import Requirement 390 200 1 000 1 590

     Anticipated commercial imports 300 200 880 1 380
     Food aid needs 90 - 120 210

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 5 - 50 55
       of which: Delivered 5 - 50 55
     Donor-financed purchases - - 14 14
       of which: for local use - - 14 14
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 25 7 103 136

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 86
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 133
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 LESOTHO

Area: 30 000 sq.km
Climate: Highland rainy climate with mild winter. Rainy season: Oct.-April. Cool temperatures in

May-September with frost hazard
Population: 2.24 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 570 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked
Logistics: All imports through South Africa
Major foodcrops: Maize, sorghum, vegetables
Marketing year: April/March; Lean season: February-April
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 75 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvest of the 2000 coarse grains is completed. Preliminary forecast point to a decline of 8 percent in this year’s maize production from
the about-normal level of last year. A delay in the start of the rainy season, coupled with a prolonged dry spell in January and
subsequent excessive rains and floods in February, resulted in lower plantings and yields. In low-land areas severely affected by floods,
the reduction in maize production is significant.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 19 - 151 170
     Previous five years average imports 51 3 137 191

2000/01 Domestic Availability 21 - 150 171

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 21 - 146 167
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 21 - 146 167
     Possible stock drawdown - - 4 4

2000/01 Utilization 76 3 315 394

     Food Use 70 3 299 372
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 1 - 16 17
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up 5 - - 5

2000/01 Import Requirement 55 3 165 223

     Anticipated commercial imports 55 3 155 213
     Food aid needs - - 10 10

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 33 1 139 173

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 98
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 117
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 LIBERIA
Area: 96 000 sq.km
Climate: Southern half tropical wet, northern half tropical wet-dry; rainy season: March-November
Population: 2.93 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: n.a.
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads adequate
Major foodcrops: Rice, roots and tubers, oils
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: July-August
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 48 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

First seasonal rains were received in early March in the south, becoming widespread and abundant only in late March. Rainfall
remained generally abundant and above average, except in late April in the centre. Precipitation became particularly abundant in late
May. Rains decreased in June but remained widespread. They ceased in the south in early July. Planting of the rice crop is underway.
As in previous years, input distribution has been undertaken by several NGOs in various areas. Crop production should increase in
2000 if climatic conditions are favourable. However, the main constraint faced by farmers is marketing, as processing facilities and
transport infrastructure are very poor. Post-harvest losses are also reported to be high.

With the exception of Lofa County, relative peace in most areas has exerted a positive influence on farming activities. The cultivated
area and therefore rice production, the staple crop, should increase. In Lofa County, several thousands farmers have been displaced
from Voinjama and Kolahum camps in upper Lofa to Tarvey and Sinje in lower Lofa and have not been able to plant crops.

Food aid distributions continue but the quantities received are decreasing significantly. The two agencies providing food aid in Liberia
are WFP and CRS. WFP food aid decreased from 34 120 tonnes in 1998 to 28 730 tonnes in 1999 and only 3 410 tonnes have been
received so far in 2000. Similarly, CRS food aid declined from 35 000 tonnes in 1997, to 24 000 tonnes in 1998, 8 900 tonnes in 1999
and 4 000 tonnes in 2000 (+2 000 tonnes for monetisation). Activities are evolving from emergency distributions and food for work
towards development programmes. WFP is also distributing food aid to Liberian returnees and to 36 000 Sierra Leonean refugees (out
of the 90 000 present in Liberia before the recent civil strife upsurge in Sierra Leone). Liberian refugees are returning from Côte d'Ivoire.
Their total number since 1 January now stands at 2 620. Some 32 000 Liberian refugees in Guinea have also registered with UNHCR to
return home.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 110 1 111
     Previous five years average imports 63 72 37 172

2000 Domestic Availability 10 147 1 158

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 220 1 221
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 147 1 148
     Possible stock drawdown 10 - - 10

2000 Utilization 90 247 21 358

     Food Use 88 215 21 324
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 2 26 - 29
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - 5 - 5

2000 Import Requirement 80 100 20 200

     Anticipated commercial imports 30 100 - 130
     Food aid needs 50 - 20 70

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 42 0 32 74
       of which: Delivered 39 0 31 71
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 30 74 7 111

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 199
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 116
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 MADAGASCAR

Area: 582 000 sq.km
Climate: Eastern coast is tropical wet, the rest tropical wet-dry. Rainy season: October-March;

tropical cyclones
Population: 14.78 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 260 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country
Logistics: Dilapidated roads and lack of spare parts and tyres
Major foodcrops: Rice, roots, tubers, maize, fruit
Marketing year: April/March; Lean season: February/March
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 60 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

A joint FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission that visited the country in April/May 2000 found that three successive
cyclones and tropical storm in February, March and April 2000, which devastated the North-eastern and Central East Coast areas of
Madagascar, affected 1.14 million hectares with varying degrees of severity. About 155 000 hectares of cereals, of which almost 80
percent were under rice and the rest under maize and cassava, were totally lost to floods and high winds. The cyclones also caused
serious damage to export crops such as vanilla, coffee and cloves, with 33 000 hectares lost. This will result in reduced exports of
vanilla, coffee and cloves over the next 3 years, depending on the economic life of these plantation crops. Drought in the South Region
and the central Lake Alaotra region has also sharply reduced agricultural production. The main crops affected by the drought are maize,
cassava and sweet potatoes.

Overall, the Mission estimates production of rice (paddy) at 2.19 million tonnes, maize at 0.14 million tonnes and cassava at 2.08 million
tonnes for the year 2000. This represents a decrease in production of 15 percent for rice, 22 percent for maize and 18 percent for
cassava, compared to last year.

The overall food supply situation is expected to be tight in 2000/01 (April/March). Serious food shortages are anticipated in 17
communes of the traditionally food-deficit South Region in the coming months. The total cereal (rice, maize and wheat) requirements
are expected to exceed the total cereal availability by about 518 000 tonnes. With anticipated commercial imports of about 426 000
tonnes and emergency food aid for the affected people estimated at 30 000 tonnes, there is uncovered deficit of 62 000 tonnes.
International food assistance will be needed to cover this remaining gap.

Seeds of rice and maize are also urgently required for agricultural rehabilitation in the most affected areas. Food for work programmes
could be used in the rehabilitation of the damaged irrigation facilities, roads and other infrastructure.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 11 2 528 161 2 700
     Previous five years average imports 73 63 6 142

2000/01 Domestic Availability 9 1 522 141 1 672

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 9 2 194 141 2 344
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 9 1 492 141 1 642
     Possible stock drawdown - 30 - 30

2000/01 Utilization 77 1 942 171 2 190

     Food Use 76 1 823 153 2 052
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 2 2
     Non-food use 1 119 18 138
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000/01 Import Requirement 68 420 30 518

     Anticipated commercial imports 66 350 10 426
     Food aid needs 2 70 20 92

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 1 5 3 9
       of which: Delivered 1 5 2 8
     Donor-financed purchases - - 2 2
       of which: for local use - - 2 2
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 5 120 10 135

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 87
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 365
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 MALAWI

Area: 94 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry climate; rainy season: November-May
Population 12.58 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 200 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked country; importer and exporter of grain
Logistics: Imports/exports through Beira (Mozambique) or Dar es Salaam (Tanzania)
Major foodcrops: Maize, pulses, roots, tubers, rice
Marketing year: April/March; Lean season: February-March
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 70 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvest of the 2000 cereal crops is completed. Despite floods and crop losses in northern and southern parts, latest official forecasts point
to another bumper maize crop of 2.3 million tonnes, almost unchanged from last year’s record level. Late and erratic rains at the beginning
of the season affected germination and establishment of the crops, particularly in southern areas where planting starts earlier. However,
abundant precipitation from the second dekad of February led to the recover of the crops in most of central and northern areas. Production
of maize has also been supported by the "Starter Pack" and "APIP" programmes through which agricultural inputs were distribute to farmers
free or subsidized.

As a result of the good harvest and large carryover stocks, the country is expected to have exportable surplus for the second
consecutive year. Official stocks, mainly held by the National Food Reserve Agency are estimated at 167 000 tonnes. Prices of maize
are declining and by April were below their level of a year ago. Cassava prices are also decreasing reflecting a good harvest. The
overall food supply situation is anticipated satisfactory in marketing year 2000/01 (April/March). However, in the northern district of
Karonga and in those of Chilkwawa, Nkhotakota and Nsanje, where production was sharply reduced by torrential rains in mid-March
and dry spell early in the season food assistance is required for the affected populations.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 2 58 1 917 1 977
     Previous five years average imports 50 1 119 170

2000/01 Domestic Availability 2 56 2 544 2 602

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 2 87 2 524 2 613
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 2 56 2 524 2 582
     Possible stock drawdown - - 20 20

2000/01 Utilization 62 56 2 544 2 662

     Food Use 62 47 1 919 2 028
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 4 4
     Non-food use - 8 245 253
     Exports or Re-exports - 1 380 381
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000/01 Import Requirement 60 - - 60

     Anticipated commercial imports 60 - - 60
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 11 - 2 13
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - 4 4
       of which: for local use - - 4 4
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 5 4 148 157

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 132
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 35
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 MALI
Area: 1 220 000 sq.km
Climate: From north to south: arid, semi-arid and tropical wet-dry; rainy season: May-October
Population: 10.22 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 250 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked Sahelian country
Logistics: Roads inadequate during rainy season; river transport important; rail link to Dakar

(Senegal)
Major foodcrops: Millet, sorghum, rice, maize
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: July-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 75 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Following generally widespread and regular rains in June, notably during the second dekad, millet and sorghum are emerging
satisfactorily in the south while plantings are progressing well in the centre and the north. Cumulative rainfall as of late June is normal to
above normal in most meteorological stations. However, precipitation decreased somewhat in early July in the centre. Planting of rice in
seedbeds is underway in the irrigated areas along the Niger river.

Pastures are improving, notably in the south. Seed availability is good following two successive record crops in 1998 and 1999. Low
numbers of Desert Locusts are likely to be present and persist in a few wadis in the Adrar des Iforas where small scale laying could
commence if rainfall occurs.

Following two successive bumper crops, the overall food situation is satisfactory. Production of irrigated rice in Ségou and Mopti
Regions reached record levels. Production of recession sorghum and maize is also good. Markets are well supplied and cereal prices
are much lower than previous years. They were still decreasing in March, when they normally start to increase with the arrival of the
lean season. However, these very low prices, due to large cereal surpluses, may cause economic difficulties for farmers in some areas,
notably in some irrigated rice areas. There are good opportunities for local purchases and transfer of surplus cereals to neighbouring
countries or even outside West Africa. The national early warning system (SAP) estimated that only 2 arrondissements out of the 173 it
monitors in the centre and the north (namely Baye in the Bankass cercle and Diankabou in the Koro cercle), are moderately at risk of
food shortages following floods which destroyed rice crops. The cereal import requirement for the 1999/2000 marketing year is
estimated at 100 000 tonnes of wheat and rice. No food aid is required.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 4 566 1 730 2 300
     Previous five years average imports 48 54 6 108

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 15 551 2 127 2 693

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 15 810 2 127 2 952
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 15 551 2 127 2 693
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

1999/2000 Utilization 65 601 2 127 2 793

     Food Use 64 405 1 624 2 093
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 10 10
     Non-food use 1 105 333 439
     Exports or Re-exports - 50 50 100
     Possible stock build up - 40 120 160

1999/2000 Import Requirement 50 50 - 100

     Anticipated commercial imports 45 50 - 95
     Food aid needs 5 - - 5

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 3 - - 3
       of which: Delivered 3 - - 3
     Donor-financed purchases - - 3 3
       of which: for local use - - 3 3
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 6 40 159 205

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 128
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 93
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 MAURITANIA
Area: 1 025 000 sq.km
Climate: Mostly a Saharian country; semi-arid fringe in extreme south with rains in June-

September
Population: 2.64 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 410 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Port capacity adequate, though storms during January-March sometimes cause

difficulties
Major foodcrops: Wheat, rice, millet and sorghum
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: July-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 54 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

First rains in June permitted plantings to start in the south. The first rains were registered on 9 and 10 June in the two Hodhs and
Guidimakha. Precipitation remained limited during the second dekad of June but improved significantly during the third dekad, notably
on 25 and 28 June, thus marking the real start of the rainy season. Precipitation improved again in early July, notably in Assaba, Gorgol
and Guidimakha. Plantings are well underway in Guidimakha, south Gorgol, Assaba and the two Hodhs. They are about to start in the
other agricultural areas.

In mid-June, some groups of Desert Locust adults were reported east of Nouadhibou in the Dakhlet, near Bou Lanouar and the
Moroccan border. No other locust activity was reported during the month. Low numbers of adults are likely to appear in the summer
breeding areas of Tagant and the two Hodhs and lay with the onset of the rains. No further activity is likely in the north due to dry
conditions.

National services recently published the final 1999 production figures. The aggregate output of cereals is estimated at 192 800 tonnes
which is below previous estimates due to lower production of walo recession crops following pest attacks but it remains above average.
The food situation improved in rural areas following good harvest in rainfed areas in 1999. Food distributions have been undertaken for
populations affected by large floods in late 1999 in Brakna, Gorgol, Tagant and Trarza. Markets are well supplied and prices of cereals
declined substantially following harvest. Some areas of Aftout and Affolé, Tagant, southern Assaba and the two Hodhs are also
vulnerable. The cereal import requirement for the 1999/2000 marketing year is estimated at 260 000 tonnes (excluding re-exports) and
the food aid requirement at 25 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 71 101 172
     Previous five years average imports 197 73 12 282

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 20 58 106 184

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 87 106 193
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 58 106 164
     Possible stock drawdown 20 - - 20

1999/2000 Utilization 235 118 106 459

     Food Use 197 104 87 389
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 10 10
     Non-food use 23 10 17 50
     Exports or Re-exports 15 3 2 20
     Possible stock build up - - - -

1999/2000 Import Requirement 215 60 - 275 
1/

     Anticipated commercial imports 200 50 - 250
     Food aid needs 15 10 - 25

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 4 7 2 13
       of which: Delivered 1 1 - 2
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 75 39 33 147

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 112
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 98

1/ Including 15 000 tonnes for re-export.
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 MAURITIUS

Area: 1 850 sq.km
Climate: No dry months, most rainfall in November-July; tropical cyclones
Population: 1.15 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 3 800 (1997)
Specific characteristics of the country: Cereal consumption covered almost entirely by imports
Logistics: Inadequate port handling capacity; road system good
Major foodcrops: Vegetables
Marketing year: January/December
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 48 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The bulk of the cultivated area is normally devoted to sugar cane and most of the remainder to fruits and vegetables.  As a
consequence, the country is virtually dependent on imports to meet its cereal needs.  Cereal import requirements estimated at 248 000
tonnes, will continue to be met through commercial channels.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - 2 2
     Previous five years average imports 142 76 31 249

2000 Domestic Availability - - 2 2

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - 2 2
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - 2 2
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 150 78 22 250

     Food Use 104 78 2 184
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 6 - 20 26
     Exports or Re-exports 40 - - 40
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 150 78 20 248

     Anticipated commercial imports 150 78 20 248
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 90 68 2 160

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 100
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 100
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 MOZAMBIQUE
Area: 784 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; coast is semi-arid
Population: 19.57 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 210 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; exposed to tropical storms and cyclones
Logistics: Dilapidated rail and road transport fleet; lack of fuel and spares; poor roads; substantial

Deliveries by coastal vessels
Major foodcrops: Roots, tubers, maize
Marketing year: April/March; Lean season: February-April
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 53 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

An FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission which visited Mozambique in the second half of April found that the area lost
to this year’s severe floods was 167 000 hectares, accounting for 6 percent of total foodcrop plantings of the first season. However, in
the worst flood-affected provinces of Maputo and Gaza this percentage represents 41 percent and 25 percent respectively. In addition,
43 000 hectares were lost to dry weather in northern parts, raising the area lost in the first season to 7 percent of the area planted. After
projecting the small second season for maize and beans, the Mission estimated the total area to cereals, cassava and other foodcrops
to be harvested in 1999/2000 at 2.9 million hectares.
In the South and southern Central provinces, a dry spell early in the season was followed by continuous precipitation from mid-
November and unprecedented floods in February and March. This led to total or partial maize and bean failure throughout these areas.
A second season for grains and vegetables, based on residual moisture, is expected to allow a partial recovery of production in South
and southern-Central provinces. While at national level this season represents only some 10 percent of the annual cereal and bean
production, it accounts for 50 percent in Gaza and 10 to 15 in Inhambane and Maputo Provinces.
Abundant precipitation from January to April in the main Central and Northern growing areas sustained grain and cassava production.
Yields in these areas are estimated around last year’s level given the absence of pests and diseases.
Including the second season cereals and beans, to be harvested from mid-June, the Mission forecast the total 1999/2000 cereal
production at 1.43 million tonnes, of which 994 000 tonnes, or 70 percent, is maize. Bean output is projected at 134 000 tonnes, while
cassava is estimated at 4.64 million tonnes. This year's changes in the database prevent strict comparisons with production estimates
for 1998/99. However, roughly accounting for these changes, the Mission estimates that production of cereals is some 6-10 percent
below the good crop of the previous year. This mainly reflects area losses to floods and dry weather, and a sharp decline in yields in
southern provinces.
Although production declined in Northern and Central provinces, food supply has been boosted by significant on-farm stocks following a
succession of good harvests, coupled with reduced marketing opportunities. In the traditionally food deficit South, even with a good
second harvest, food difficulties are anticipated in the coming months for large numbers of the population.
The skewed distribution of cereal production between the three regions is reflected in very low and declining retail maize prices in the
markets in North and Central regions, while in the South there are no household stocks, supplies to markets are low to non-existent and
prices are 2.5 times higher for similar quality maize. Marketing and transport will be critical issues in marketing year 2000/01.
The Mission estimates that 650 000 people will need emergency food assistance amounting to 60 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 162 1 332 1 494
     Previous five years average imports 182 79 85 346

2000/01 Domestic Availability 10 106 1 310 1 426

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 140 1 293 1 433
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) - 93 1 293 1 386
     Possible stock drawdown 10 13 17 40

2000/01 Utilization 180 246 1 413 1 839

     Food Use 172 231 1 123 1 526
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 12 12
     Non-food use 8 15 245 268
     Exports or Re-exports - - 45 45
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000/01 Import Requirement 170 140 103 413

     Anticipated commercial imports 110 133 60 303
     Food aid needs 60 7 43 110

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 65 7 5 78
       of which: Delivered - 2 5 7
     Donor-financed local purchases - - 12 12

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 10 13 65 89

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 96
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 119
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 NAMIBIA

Area: 823 000 sq.km
Climate: Mostly arid (south-west and coast) or semi-arid. Only north and north-east gets regular

rainfall in November-April
Population: 1.81 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 1 940 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Arid to semi-arid country; cereal production mainly in the north
Logistics: Good road and railway network
Major foodcrops: Millet, maize, sorghum, wheat
Marketing year: May/April;
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 48 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvest of the 2000 coarse grains, mainly sorghum, is completed. A good crop has been obtained. Above-normal to normal rains from late
March allowed the recovery of grains stressed by a dry spell from late February. Latest official forecast point to coarse grains output more
than doubling last year’s average level of 70 000 tonnes. Widespread abundant precipitation during the season has also benefited pastures
and livestock conditions.

The food supply situation is anticipated satisfactory in marketing year 2000/01 (April/May).

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 5 - 85 90
     Previous five years average imports 42 - 84 126

2000/01 Domestic Availability 9 - 127 136

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 4 - 127 131
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 4 - 127 131
     Possible stock drawdown 5 - - 5

2000/01 Utilization 54 - 187 241

     Food Use 54 - 172 226
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - - 14 14
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - 1 1

2000/01 Import Requirement 45 - 60 105

     Anticipated commercial imports 45 - 60 105
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 31 - 99 130

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 146
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 83
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 NIGER

Area: 1 267 000 sq.km
Climate: Northern part arid, southern part semi-arid with rains in June-October
Population: 10.06 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 190 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked Sahelian country
Logistics: Roads inadequate during rainy season
Major foodcrops: Millet and sorghum, pulses, roots and tubers
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: July-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 70 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The growing season is now well underway. Following a somewhat delayed start of the rains, precipitation progressed northwards and
eastwards in June, allowing land preparation and plantings of millet and sorghum. Rains reached the south-east of the country in early
July. It is estimated that about two thirds of the villages had done their plantings as of late June against only one-third in 1999. Millet and
sorghum are emerging or even tillering. Plantings are starting latter in the east, in Diffa and Zinder departments.

Infestations of grasshoppers, army worms and grain eating birds are reported in some areas, notably in Tahoua and Agadez
departments. During the first week of June, scattered Desert Locusts were seen in central and northern Aïr. The residual populations
previously and currently reported in the Aïr area could move west towards Tamesna and lay in areas of recent rainfall.

Following release of final production figures by national statistical services, the aggregate production of cereals in 1999 is estimated at
2.86 million tonnes (with rice in paddy), about 4 percent below previous year's record crop but 25 percent above average. The overall
food supply situation remains satisfactory. Markets are well supplied and prices of cereals are lower than average. Assessments by the
National Early Warning System indicate that no emergency assistance is needed by the country. However, some areas in Aguié,
Guidan Roumdji, Illéla, Keita, Matameye and Mayahi as well as some urban populations may be somewhat vulnerable. The national
security stock has been reconstituted at a level of 14 577 tonnes of millet and 2 132 tonnes of sorghum.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 6 64 2 230 2 300
     Previous five years average imports 33 85 215 333

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 18 60 2 792 2 870

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 8 61 2 792 2 861
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 8 40 2 792 2 840
     Possible stock drawdown 10 20 - 30

1999/2000 Utilization 38 140 2 912 3 090

     Food Use 27 132 2 258 2 417
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 25 25
     Non-food use 1 7 434 442
     Exports or Re-exports 10 - 60 70
     Possible stock build up - - 160 160

1999/2000 Import Requirement 20 80 120 220

     Anticipated commercial imports 20 75 120 215
     Food aid needs - 5 - 5

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - 1 1
       of which: Delivered - - 1 1
     Donor-financed purchases - - 8 8
       of which: for local use - - 8 8
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 3 13 224 240

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 124
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 66
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 NIGERIA

Area: 911 000 sq.km
Climate: Mostly tropical wet-dry, south-west tropical wet, extreme north semi-arid
Population: 111 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 300 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports adequate, roads inadequate during rainy season
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, coarse grains, rice
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: April-May
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 43 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

First rains started in the south during the second dekad of March, allowing land preparation and planting of the first maize crop. Rains
progressed northwards in April. Precipitation remained well below average during the first dekad of May. Rainfall improved in the south in
mid-May and in the west and the centre in late May. Rains remained generally widespread and abundant in June, except in the north-east
but they increased over the entire country in early July.

The overall food supply situation is satisfactory. Some population, however, remain vulnerable following flooding in late 1999 in five States
(Sokoto, Adamwara, Borno, Kwara and Niger). New recent flooding inundated hundreds of hectares of farmland in Sokoto area in the north-
west. The government decided in February to remove import duties and value-added tax on all agricultural inputs, including fertilizer. The
government will no longer be involved in the importation and distribution of fertilizer.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 58 2 937 18 470 21 465
     Previous five years average imports 1 153 400 85 1 638

2000 Domestic Availability 158 2 138 19 712 22 008

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 58 3 397 19 712 23 167
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 58 2 038 19 712 21 808
     Possible stock drawdown 100 100 - 200

2000 Utilization 1 358 2 338 19 782 23 478

     Food Use 1 286 1 931 15 643 18 859
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 52 408 3 869 4 329
     Exports or Re-exports 20 - 120 140
     Possible stock build up - - 150 150

2000 Import Requirement 1 200 200 70 1 470

     Anticipated commercial imports 1 200 200 70 1 470
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 12 17 140 169

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 108
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 90
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 RWANDA

Area: 25 000 sq.km
Climate: Highland rainy climate with moderate temperature (200C); two rainy seasons: February-

May and September-November
Population: 8.11 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 230 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked country
Logistics: Ports: Mombasa (Kenya) and Dar es Salaam (Tanzania); roads and railway inadequate
Major foodcrops: Roots, tubers, pulses, plantains, sorghum, maize
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: November-December
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 25 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvesting of the 2000 B season is completed. Erratic and insufficient rains, particularly in the South, East and Lake Kivu surrounding
areas negatively affected yields of cereals and pulses. By contrast, in North-West provinces of Gisenyi and Ruhengeri and in Kibuye,
where the normalization of security conditions allowed the return of populations and weather conditions were favourable, food
production has increased. Overall, food production is estimated close to 3 million tonnes, which is 23 percent above the level of last
year’s B season. However, changes in methodologies to estimate production this season prevent strict comparisons with the previous
year. Despite the satisfactory production, the food supply situation is expected to be tight in areas affected by dry weather.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 6 7 182 195
     Previous five years average imports 15 13 182 210

2000 Domestic Availability 8 8 219 235

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 8 12 219 239
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 8 8 219 235
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 23 18 369 410

     Food Use 23 17 348 388
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - 1 21 22
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 15 10 150 175

     Anticipated commercial imports 15 10 90 115
     Food aid needs - - 60 60

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - 109 109
       of which: Delivered - - 96 96
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 3 2 42 47

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 123
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 83
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SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE

Area: 960 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet; rainfall increases with altitude and towards southern parts of the islands
Population: 147 000 (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 350 (1995)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; archipelago
Logistics: Ports and roads adequate
Major foodcrops: Bananas, breadfruit, cocoyam
Marketing year: January/December
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 36 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The staple foodcrops are roots, plantains and tubers. The country imports about 10 000 tonnes of rice and wheat per year.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - - -
     Previous five years average imports 3 5 2 10

2000 Domestic Availability - - - -

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - - -
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - - -
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 2 6 2 10

     Food Use 2 6 2 10
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - - - -
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 2 6 2 10

     Anticipated commercial imports 2 5 2 9
     Food aid needs - 1 - 1

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - 3 - 3
       of which: Delivered - 3 - 3
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 14 41 14 68

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: -
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 100
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 SENEGAL

Area: 193 000 sq.km
Climate: Semi-arid in north, tropical wet-dry in south, with rains in June-October
Population: 9.48 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 530 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal Sahelian country
Logistics: Port capacity adequate; gateway to Mali.
Major foodcrops: Millet and sorghum, rice, maize, wheat
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: August-September
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 61 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The rainy season is now well-established. Following early rains in the extreme south-east in mid or late May, rains progressed in June
towards the southwest, the centre and the north. Dry conditions still prevailed in the north-west in late June but rains arrived during the
first dekad of July. Plantings of coarse grains are underway in the centre and the north. Recently planted crops are emerging
satisfactorily in the south.

Pastures are starting to regenerate in the south and the centre. No significant pest activity has been reported but pest control teams are
reactivated at national or village level. Surveys as well as preventive treatments have been undertaken.

The national statistical services released new production figures. Aggregate cereal production in 1999 is now estimated 1 256 000
tonnes (with rice in paddy equivalent), which is 63 percent above 1998 level and 34 percent above the five-year average. The overall
food situation is satisfactory. Following substantial imports of rice in late 1999 and early 2000, markets are well supplied and the price of
rice is stable. Import taxes were reduced from 15.7 percent to 12.2 percent in early 2000. Prices of local cereals remain stable.
However, in Casamance, in some areas of the departments of Diourbel, Kaffrine, Gossas, M’Backé and in the flooded areas of the
Sénégal river valley (Dagana, Podor, Matam and Bakel), localized food supply difficulties are likely. The cereal import requirement for
the 1999/2000 marketing year is estimated at 760 000 tonnes, including 450 000 tonnes of rice. The food aid requirement is estimated
at 10 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING  YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 172 762 934
     Previous five years average imports 204 438 63 705

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 10 255 892 1 156

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 364 892 1 256
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 255 892 1 146
     Possible stock drawdown 10 - - 10

1999/2000 Utilization 235 705 977 1 916

     Food Use 232 611 826 1 669
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 20 20
     Non-food use 3 44 138 185
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - 50 12 62

1999/2000 Import Requirement 225 450 85 760

     Anticipated commercial imports 220 450 80 750
     Food aid needs 5 - 5 10

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 18 0 1 20
       of which: Delivered 18 0 1 20
     Donor-financed purchases - - 1 1
       of which: for local use - - 1 1
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 25 64 87 176

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 134
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 108
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 SEYCHELLES

Area: 455 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet; rains throughout the year, peaking in October-May
Population: 76 000 (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 6 620 (1995)
Specific characteristics of the country: Consists of about 100 islands scattered over more than 1 million sq.km. Tourism provides

50 percent of G.D.P.
Logistics: -
Major foodcrops: Coconuts, fruit, vegetables
Marketing year: January/December
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 49 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The cultivated area of only some 6 000 hectares is used mainly for coconuts, cinnamon and tea. Other crops, of secondary importance,
include fruit and vegetables. The cereal needs for human consumption and feed are all imported commercially. For 1999, the cereal
import requirement is estimated at 13 000 tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - - - -
     Previous five years average imports 2 5 5 12

2000 Domestic Availability - - - -

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - - - -
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - - - -
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 2 5 6 13

     Food Use 2 5 1 8
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - - 5 5
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 2 5 6 13

     Anticipated commercial imports 2 5 6 13
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 26 65 13 105

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: -
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 108
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 SIERRA LEONE

Area: 72 000 sq.km
Climate: Mostly tropical wet-dry; extreme south tropical wet; rainy season: March-October
Population: 4.92 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 140 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Roads inadequate
Major foodcrops: Rice, roots and tubers
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: July-August
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 57 percent

CURRENT SITUATION
During the first week of May, rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) fighters killed several UN peacekeepers and took hostage approximately
500 in a series of attacks in the north and east of the country. This dealt a serious setback to the Lome Peace Accord, which had been signed in
July 1999 to formally end eight years of civil war. A rebel advance on Freetown over the weekend of May 6 and 7 created panic in the capital and
caused the evacuation of most of the UN, embassy and international NGO personnel to neighbouring countries. The situation is now calm in the
capital but hostilities between pro-government and rebel forces continue in the east and the north.

These civil disturbances spread out at a critical period for agriculture as planting of the rice crop, the main staple, normally takes place in
May/June. Due to insecurity, input distribution was suspended and on-going relief operations were seriously disrupted, notably in the north,
including Kambia, Lunsar, Makeni, and Kabala. Humanitarian assessment missions, which had recently reached as far as Kailahun and Kambia,
have been blocked by rebels. Despite the current unrest, food distributions to IDPs and other vulnerable groups are continuing in accessible
areas, mainly in Freetown, Bo and Kenema, in the Southern Province. However, WFP had to stop food distributions to approximately 200 000
beneficiaries and to curtail school feeding to about 30 000 children in Makeni, Lunsar and Magburaka. Even if security improves in Northern and
Eastern Provinces, poor road conditions, recurrent fuel shortages and inadequate logistical facilities continue to hamper humanitarian assistance.
During the rainy season, road conditions worsen, impeding the delivery of relief commodities. In addition, many bridges are destroyed, and there
are no operating ferries for river crossings; food commodities are currently ferried across rivers in small canoes. With the rainy season, the food
supply situation is likely to deteriorate. The country will continue to suffer a chronic food deficit and to be dependent on external aid.

A total of approximately 220 000 IDPs have been registered by aid agencies. Estimates of the total number of non registered IDPs are widely
divergent, ranging between 500 000 and 1.2 million. Fighting has displaced an estimated 64 000 people in May, notable from northern areas.
Thousands of civilians have sought refuge in forests in nearby Kabala due to fighting. New IDPs arriving in Freetown and Port Loko have been
absorbed into existing camps or housed by relatives. An estimated 490 000 Sierra Leonean refugees also remain in neighbouring West African
countries : in Guinea (360 000), in Liberia (96 000) and in other West African states (34 000). Some Sierra Leoneans have fled on foot or by boat
to neighbouring Guinea to escape the recent renewed fighting. However, RUF forces are reportedly blocking many more people from crossing
the border into Guinea. Liberia has not reported any significant new influx of refugees. Between November 1999 and March 2000, an estimated
10 000 refugees returned from Liberia to major towns in the Southern and Eastern Provinces of Sierra Leone. Reports indicate that most of the
recent returnees are from Kenema or Kailahun Districts. UNHCR also estimated that as many as 25 000 refugees returned to Kambia District in
early 2000 based on a re-registration of refugees in Forecariah Province, Guinea.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING Y EAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 378 52 430
     Previous five years average imports 95 120 44 259

2000 Domestic Availability - 149 32 181

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 248 32 280
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 149 32 181
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 100 319 91 510

     Food Use 100 282 85 467
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 2 2
     Non-food use - 37 6 43
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000 Import Requirement 100 170 59 329

     Anticipated commercial imports 40 120 - 160
     Food aid needs 60 50 59 169

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 25 - 1 26
       of which: Delivered 12 - 1 13
     Donor-financed purchases - - 2 2
       of which: for local use - - 2 2
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 20 57 17 95

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 65
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 127
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 SOMALIA
Area: 627 000 sq.km
Climate: Semi-arid in the south; rest arid
Population: 6.40 million (2000 estimate); G.N.P. per caput; n.a.
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country
Logistics: Inadequate port facilities; serious shortage of fuel and spare parts
Major foodcrops: Maize, sorghum, sesame
Marketing year: August/July; Lean season: June-August
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 45 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Prospects for the current “Gu” season maize and sorghum crops in southern Somalia have improved following widely distributed rains in
end-April/early-May, although poor crop establishments were reported in some pockets of Gedo and Bakool Regions and in Juba
Valley. Improved security conditions have also encouraged some households to return to their farms and facilitated farming activities.
However, An anticipated outbreak of Quelea Quelea birds in sorghum producing areas of southern Somalia have raised serious
concern. Moreover, lower water levels in Shabelle River are anticipated to adversely impact on irrigated crops along the banks.

Despite some improvement in the overall food supply situation earlier this year in parts of southern Somalia, due to better secondary
“Deyr” harvest in February 2000, serious malnutrition rates are increasingly reported reflecting shocks in livelihoods due to recent
drought conditions and longer-term effects of years of insecurity and lack of investment in the economy.

Elsewhere, in north-western Somalia (Somaliland) late and erratic rains have adversely affected the establishment of the Gu crop. The
food situation is worsening in some agro-pastoral areas in Togdheer, Awdal and Sanag where successive below-normal rains have
severely affected crop and livestock production. With community support waning, migration of people and livestock to Ethiopia and other
regions are reported. A UN Inter-Agency appeal was launched on 6 June 2000, for US$378 million to assist some 13.4 million drought
affected people in countries of the Horn of Africa, including 750 000 people in Somalia.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 2 292 294
     Previous five years average imports 106 84 70 260

1999/00 Domestic Availability - 6 242 248

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 2 242 244
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 1 242 243
     Possible stock drawdown - 5 - 5

1999/00 Utilization 160 96 302 558

     Food Use 90 61 262 413
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 40 35 40 115
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up 30 - - 30

1999/00 Import Requirement 160 90 60 310

     Anticipated commercial imports 125 75 40 240
     Food aid needs 35 15 20 70

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 6 1 48 55
       of which: Delivered 3 1 37 41
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 15 10 43 69

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 83
     1999/00 import requirement as % of average: 119
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 SOUTH AFRICA

Area: 1.22 million sq.km
Climate: Sub-tropical with rains concentrated in the summer months (November-April); occasional

snow in winter over higher parts of plateau and Cape ranges; an average of 120 days
frost in the interior plateau

Population: 45.28 million (1999 estimate); GNP per caput US$ 2 880 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Normally net food exporter, notably maize
Logistics: Adequate port, rail and road facilities
Major foodcrops: Maize, wheat
Marketing year: May/April; Lean season: February-April
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 54 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Rains during June delayed harvesting of the 2000 coarse grain crops. By mid-July only one-third of maize crop had been gathered. Despite
severe floods and crop losses in KwaZulu-Natal, Northern and Mpumalanga provinces in February and March, the maize belt was not
affected and benefited from normal to above normal precipitation during the growing season. Provisional estimates put maize output at 9.64
million tonnes, one-third higher than in the previous year and above average. This reflects higher plantings and yields. However, the wet
weather at harvest has negatively affected the quality of the grain. Production of sorghum is also forecast to increase from 1999. Following
two consecutive reduced maize harvests, this year’s crop will allow the replenishment of stocks and an exportable surplus of about 1.5 to 2
million tonnes in marketing year 2000/01 (May/April).

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Normal Production 2 093 3 8 527 10 623
     Normal Exports 631 486 544 1 661

2000/01 Domestic Availability 1 995 2 10 151 12 148

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 1 860 3 10 151 12 014
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 1 860 2 10 151 12 013
     Possible stock drawdown 135 - - 135

2000/01 Utilization 2 595 449 10 588 13 632

     Food Use 2 420 399 4 486 7 305
       of which: local purchase requirement - - -  -
     Non-food use 105 50 4 202 4 357
     Exports or Re-exports 70 - 1 300 1 370
     Possible stock build up - - 600 600

2000/01 Import Requirement 600 447 437 1 484

     Anticipated commercial imports 600 447 437 1 484
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 61 10 112 183

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 113
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 89
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SUDAN

Area: 2.4 million sq.km
Climate: From north to south, arid, semi-arid and tropical wet-dry. Rainy season: May-October
Population: 30.29 million (1999 estimate); GNP per caput: n.a.
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; cereal production mainly in eastern and central areas.
Logistics: Roads, railway and river transport inadequate
Major foodcrops: Sorghum, millet, wheat, roots and tubers, oils
Marketing year: November/October; Lean season: September-October
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 51 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

A recent FAO/GIEWS Crop Assessment Mission estimated wheat output at 214 000 tonnes, some 24 percent above last year’s reduced
crop but about 60 percent below the previous five year’s average of about 532 000 tonnes. Despite near optimal weather conditions,
area planted to wheat declined drastically due to the liberalization of wheat production and the removal of Government support
programmes to encourage wheat production in the Gezira, Rahad and New Halfa irrigation schemes. As a result, area planted under
wheat declined further from the reduced 355 000 feddans (149 000 ha) in the 1998/99 season to merely 243 000 feddans (102 000 ha)
this year – representing a decrease of some 32 percent. However, a combination of favourable weather conditions during the growing
season and relatively low incidence of pest attacks have resulted in a substantial increase in yields. The aggregate production of cereals
in 1999/2000 is, therefore, estimated at 3.14 million tonnes, including small quantities of maize and rice. This represents a drop over last
year and the previous five years of some 39 percent and 24 percent respectively. Reflecting lower cereal harvests in 1999/2000 and the
drawing down of stocks due mainly to a surge in exports during 1999, cereal prices have risen sharply since November 1999.

With an estimated cereal production of about 3.14 million tonnes, commercial cereal imports forecast at 912 000 tonnes and food
assistance of about 104 000 tonnes, the country's cereal utilization requirement estimated at about 4.7 million tonnes in 1999/2000
would require heavy draw-down of stocks. It is estimated that cereal stocks will need to be drawn down by 538 000 tonnes, resulting in
their virtual depletion by the end of the current marketing year. The food supply situation remains highly precarious in southern Sudan,
mainly due to insecurity, and in some pockets in the states of Kordofan, Darfur, and Red Sea and Kessela in the north where crop
losses and population displacements have affected large number of people. The conflict between the neighbouring countries of Ethiopia
and Eritrea has also resulted in tens of thousands of refugees crossing the border into Sudan adversely affecting the food supply
situation in these bordering areas. The Government of Sudan has already appealed to the international community for relief and
emergency assistance to the refugees.

Early prospects for the 2000/01 coarse grains, planting of which has started, are promising. Current high cereal prices in the country
and growing export opportunities to neighbouring Eritrea and Ethiopia have prompted farmers for early preparation of land and likely
increase in area sown which were also helped by early start of rains in some parts. The Government has also embarked on a strategy of
early delivery of necessary agricultural inputs, including seeds, fertilizers, fuel and pesticides.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 1999/2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 464 2 4 200 4 666
     Previous five years average imports 585 31 66 682

1999/2000 Domestic Availability 614 4 3 453 4 071

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) 214 5 2 911 3 130
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) 214 3 2 911 3 128
     Possible stock drawdown 400 1 542 943

1999/2000 Utilization 1 538 42 3 510 5 090

     Food Use 1 488 41 3 103 4 632
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 103 103
     Non-food use 50 1 337 388
     Exports or Re-exports - - 70 70
     Possible stock build up - - - -

1999/2000 Import Requirement 924 38 57 1 019

     Anticipated commercial imports 874 38 - 912
     Food aid needs 50 - 57 107

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 47 - 36 83
       of which: Delivered 32 - 24 56
     Donor-financed purchases - - 5 5
       of which: for local use - - 5 5
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 48 1 100 149

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 67
     1999/2000 import requirement as % of average: 149
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 SWAZILAND

Area: 17 000 sq.km
Climate: Highland rainy climate. Rainy season: October-April; cool temperatures in May- September
Population: 0.96 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 1 170 (1995)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked country
Logistics: Good road network; imports through Mozambique or South Africa
Major foodcrops: Maize
Marketing year: May/April; Lean season: February-April
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 55 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvest of the 2000 maize crop is complete. Preliminary estimates indicate an output of 72 000 tonnes, 37 percent lower than the average
crop last year. This reflects a late start in the rainy season followed by excessive precipitation and floods in late November/early December
that swept away recently sowed crops. A dry spell in January and more floods in February further affected crop development. Beans and
sweet potatoes have also been adversely affected by the erratic rains during the 1999/2000 season.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 3 110 113
     Previous five years average imports 43 7 23 73

2000/01 Domestic Availability - 2 89 91

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 3 72 75
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) - 2 72 74
     Possible stock drawdown - - 17 17

2000/01 Utilization 40 10 129 179

     Food Use 40 10 113 163
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use - - 16 16
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000/01 Import Requirement 40 8 40 88

     Anticipated commercial imports 40 8 40 88
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 41 10 115 166

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 66
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 121
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 TANZANIA

Area: 886 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry climate with two rainy seasons in north (November-December and

March-May) and one in south (November-April)
Population: 32.30 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 210 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; cereal surplus production in south and south-west;

cereal deficit in central and north-west. Distribution difficulties
Logistics: Serious shortage of rolling stock, fuel and spare parts
Major foodcrops: Maize, roots, tubers, sorghum, pulses, plantains, rice
Marketing year: June/May; Lean season: February-April
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 60 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvesting of the 2000 main season cereal crops in the unimodal areas is well advanced. Poor rainfall in Dodoma and Singida Regions
is expected to severely reduce maize output. By contrast, good rains in the grain-basket southern highlands and in western Tabora and
Kigoma Regions favoured crops. In the bi-modal rainfall areas of northern coastal belt and north-eastern areas, cereal crops are
scheduled to be harvested from next month. Delayed plantings in Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Tanga Regions due to late onset of rains is
anticipated to affect yields. However, favourable rains were recorded in Mara, Mwanza and Shinyanga Regions.

The 1999 cereal crop, mainly maize, is estimated at 4 million tonnes (including paddy), about 16 percent below last year’s output due to
erratic rains, reduced use of inputs and an outbreak of armyworms. By contrast, production of other food crops, including beans,
potatoes, cassava and plantains has increased by nearly 13 percent to 3.3 million tonnes.

Overall, despite lower cereal production in 1999/2000, the food supply situation is stable reflecting large maize imports in the latter half
of 1999 and the maize export ban imposed by the Government. Maize prices in several markets of the country were below the five years
average. However, food assistance is required for nearly 800 000 people identified as food insecure, mainly in the regions of Dodoma,
Mara, Shinyanga, Singida, Tabora, Tanga and southern Mwanza, all of whom have now suffered their third consecutive poor harvest.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 97 722 3 444 4 263
     Previous five years average imports 86 74 198 358

2000/01 Domestic Availability 130 455 2 906 3 491

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 100 700 2 756 3 556
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 100 455 2 756 3 311
     Possible stock drawdown 30 - 150 180

2000/01 Utilization 250 575 3 356 4 181

     Food Use 140 475 3 037 3 652
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 80 100 319 499
     Exports or Re-exports 30 - - 30
     Possible stock build up - - - -

2000/01 Import Requirement 120 120 450 690

     Anticipated commercial imports 60 100 380 540
     Food aid needs 60 20 70 150

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 4 14 92 110

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 83
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 193
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 TOGO

Area: 54 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; two rainy seasons in south (March-June and October) and one in

North (May-October)
Population: 4.63 million (2000 estimate) G.N.P. per caput: US$ 330 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; coastal country
Logistics: Ports and roads adequate; gateway to Burkina Faso and Niger
Major foodcrops: Roots and tubers, coarse grains, fruit
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: April-July
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 40 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

First rains were received in the south and the centre during the second dekad of March, allowing land preparation and planting of the first
maize crop. They progressed to the north in April and permitted planting of millet and sorghum. Precipitation decreased significantly over the
northern half of the country during the first dekad of May but became widespread and abundant countrywide in late May. Rains decreased
in early June but became widespread and abundant from mid-June, benefiting crop development.

Following a record cereal harvest in 1999, estimated at 748 000 tonnes (with rice in paddy), the overall food supply situation is satisfactory.
However, some population affected by floods in the regions of Kara (in the north), Plateaux (in the west), Maritime (in the south) and
Savanes (in the extreme north) remain vulnerable.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production - 53 511 564
     Previous five years average imports 43 109 24 176

2000 Domestic Availability - 58 663 721

     1999 Production (rice in paddy terms) - 85 663 748
     1999 Production (rice in milled terms) - 58 663 721
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000 Utilization 50 138 663 851

     Food Use 46 65 407 518
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 2 13 221 236
     Exports or Re-exports 2 60 10 72
     Possible stock build up - - 25 25

2000 Import Requirement 50 80 - 130 1/

     Anticipated commercial imports 50 78 - 128
     Food aid needs - 2 - 2

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - 4 - 4
       of which: Delivered - 4 - 4
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 10 14 88 112

Indexes

     1999 production as % of average: 133
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 74

1/  Including 60 000 tonnes for re-export.
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 UGANDA
Area: 200 000 sq.km
Climate: North-east is semi-arid, rest of the country is tropical wet-dry; main rainy period is March-

October
Population: 21.69 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 320 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country
Logistics: Ports: Mombasa (Kenya) and Dar es Salaam (Tanzania); roads and railways inadequate
Major foodcrops: Roots, tubers, plantains, pulses, maize, millet, sorghum
Marketing year: January/December; Lean season: April-May
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 35 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

The overall food supply situation is adequate in most parts of the country. Nevertheless, some parts of the country, including Masindi,
Arua and Moyo districts had been severely hit by recent drought conditions. The food supply situation also remains precarious in Kotido
and Moroto districts, with nearly 215 000 people needing urgent food assistance, mainly due to last season’s poor harvest and loss of
cattle due to raids. Furthermore, food assistance continues to be needed for nearly 112 000 people in Bundibugyo District displaced by
civil unrest.

Prospects for the 2000 main season cereal crops is poor due to erratic rains. In some districts, including Kumi, Lira and Soroti, late rains
delayed planting. However, pasture and browse conditions remain adequate in west and central Uganda’s “Cattle Corridor” but are
gradually declining. The output of the main season crop in 1999 was below average due to a prolonged drought experienced in various
parts of the country. Cereal production in 1999 is estimated to be about 9 percent below average at 1.7 million tonnes.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 9 79 1 743 1 831
     Previous five years average imports 31 6 45 82

2000 Domestic Availability 14 51 1 753 1 818

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 9 77 1 753 1 839
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 9 51 1 753 1 813
     Possible stock drawdown 5 - - 5

2000 Utilization 34 57 1 803 1 894

     Food Use 33 57 1 350 1 440
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 1 - 293 294
     Exports or Re-exports - - 130 130
     Possible stock build up - - 30 30

2000 Import Requirement 20 6 50 76

     Anticipated commercial imports 11 4 - 15
     Food aid needs 9 2 50 61

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges 19 - 26 45
       of which: Delivered 2 - 26 28
     Donor-financed purchases - - 3 3
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - 3 3

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 2 3 60 64

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 100
     2000 import requirement as % of average: 93
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 ZAMBIA

Area: 741 000 sq.km
Climate: Tropical wet-dry; rainy season: November-April
Population: 10.44 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 330 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Low-income food-deficit country; land-locked country
Logistics: Imports through Dar es Salaam (Tanzania); inadequate rail and road connections
Major foodcrops: Maize, roots, tubers
Marketing year: May/April; Lean season: March-May
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 70 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Harvesting of the 2000 coarse grains, mainly maize, is well advanced and a good maize crop is in prospects. Preliminary estimates point to
an increase of 7 percent in this year’s maize output to an average level of 918 000 tonnes. Despite severe floods in early March and crop
losses along the Zambezi Valley, abundant rains during the season benefited this year’s maize crop and resulted in higher plantings and
yields. Improved use of agricultural inputs, mainly in the commercial sector, also contributed to better yields. The outlook for cassava and
other foodcrops is also satisfactory.

Reflecting the increase in production, the overall food supply situation is anticipated to improve in marketing year 2000/01 (April/May).

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 63 16 1 012 1 091
     Previous five years average imports 57 15 302 374

2000/01 Domestic Availability 90 13 1 032 1 135

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 90 19 1 032 1 141
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 90 13 1 032 1 135
     Possible stock drawdown - - - -

2000/01 Utilization 131 36 1 372 1 539

     Food Use 127 34 1 132 1 293
       of which: local purchase requirement - - 3 3
     Non-food use 4 2 185 191
     Exports or Re-exports - - 50 50
     Possible stock build up - - 5 5

2000/01 Import Requirement 41 23 340 404

     Anticipated commercial imports 41 22 340 403
     Food aid needs - 1 - 1

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - 3 3
       of which: for local use - - 3 3
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 12 3 106 121

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 105
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 108
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 ZIMBABWE
Area: 387 000 sq.km
Climate: Centre and north-east tropical wet-dry; south and west semi-arid; rainy season:

November-March
Population: 12.25 million (1999 estimate); G.N.P. per caput: US$ 610 (1998)
Specific characteristics of the country: Land-locked country; exporter and importer of grain
Logistics: Exports and imports through Mozambique or South Africa
Major foodcrops: Maize, wheat, millet, sorghum
Marketing year: April/March; Lean season: February-April
Share of cereals in total calorie intake: 66 percent

CURRENT SITUATION

Political violence in past months has disrupted economic and agricultural activities. Despite an improvement in growing conditions for this
year’s main maize crop, harvesting was interrupted by the unrest related to the issue of land reforms which has affected 1 500 commercial
farms and the seizure of 804 by the government. Increased theft of grains is also reported. This has created a climate of fear amongst the
commercial farmers, many of whom have abandoned their farms and left livestock unattended and fled to the relative safety of urban areas.
Official forecasts indicate a maize harvest of 2.4 million tonnes, well above last year’s level, but it is unlikely that the forecast will materialize.

Agricultural production is undertaken by two categories of farmers: large scale commercial farmers located mainly in the north and east and
small scale communal farmers in the south and west. Large-scale commercial farmers, currently numbering around 4 000, contribute some
30-40 percent of maize production. Yields on commercial farms are on average four times higher than on communal farms, in part due to
inherent differences in land quality, but mainly because of facilities for supplementary irrigation, greater use of improved technology and
management practices, as well as better access to working capital. Furthermore, Zimbabwe has been over 60 percent self-sufficient in
wheat, a crop produced entirely on commercial farms. However, the 2000 wheat plantings are preliminarily estimated to be one-third lower
than last year and production is anticipated to be reduced.

Currently, the country is faced with a severe economic crisis, with severe fuel shortages, due to an acute shortage of foreign exchange. This
is seriously disrupting industrial production due to erratic power supply and inadequate supply of raw materials, due to blocking of credit
lines to the country’s firms. Thus, should there be a large drop in food production necessitating substantial amounts of imports, Zimbabwe’s
currently low import capacity would seriously constrain its ability to cover the shortfall commercially.

CEREAL SUPPLY/DEMAND BALANCE FOR THE 2000/01 MARKETING YEAR (in thousand tonnes)

Wheat Rice Coarse
grains

Total

     Previous five years average production 253 - 1 889 2 142
     Previous five years average imports 124 24 226 374

2000/01 Domestic Availability 270 - 2 058 2 328

     2000 Production (rice in paddy terms) 210 - 2 058 2 268
     2000 Production (rice in milled terms) 210 - 2 058 2 268
     Possible stock drawdown 60 - - 60

2000/01 Utilization 375 25 2 308 2 708

     Food Use 365 25 1 767 2 157
       of which: local purchase requirement - - - -
     Non-food use 10 - 491 501
     Exports or Re-exports - - - -
     Possible stock build up - - 50 50

2000/01 Import Requirement 105 25 250 380

     Anticipated commercial imports 105 25 250 380
     Food aid needs - - - -

Current Aid Position

     Food aid pledges - - - -
       of which: Delivered - - - -
     Donor-financed purchases - - - -
       of which: for local use - - - -
                          for export - - - -

Estimated Per Caput Consumption (kg/Year) 29 2 141 172

Indexes

     2000 production as % of average: 106
     2000/01 import requirement as % of average: 102
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TERMINOLOGY

"Utilisation": All elements of utilisation for wheat and coarse grains are expressed in grain equivalent. For rice,
all elements are expressed in milled form. Non-food use includes post-harvest losses, seed use, feed use,
industrial use for all cereals.

"Unfavourable Crop Prospects": Refer to prospects of a shortfall in production of current crops as a result of
a reduction of the area planted and/or adverse weather conditions, plant pests, diseases and other calamities
which indicate a need for close monitoring of the crops for the remainder of the growing season.

"Shortfalls in Food Supplies Requiring Exceptional External Assistance": Refer to an exceptional shortfall
in aggregate supplies or a localised deficit as a result of crop failures, natural disasters, interruption of imports,
disruption of distribution, excessive post-harvest losses, other supply bottlenecks and/or an increased demand
for food arising from population movements within the country or an influx of refugees. In the case of an
exceptional shortfall in aggregate food supplies, exceptional and/or emergency food aid may be required to
cover all or part of the deficit.

"Local and/or Exportable Surpluses Requiring External Assistance": Refers to a situation of an
exceptional surplus existing in a particular area of a country which needs to be transported to deficit areas in
the same country or the neighbouring countries for which purpose external assistance is required.

"Low-income food deficit countries" (LIFDCs): Includes all food deficit countries with per caput income
below the level used by the World Bank to determine eligibility for IDA assistance (e.g. US$1 505 in 1997),
which in accordance with guidelines and criteria agreed to by the CFA should be given priority in the allocation
of food aid.

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this bulletin do not imply the expression of
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
concerning the legal or constitutional status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.


