
UKAID IN BURMA 

Development and political progress cannot be separated in Burma.  A genuine and sustained 

move towards political reconciliation, accountable government and respect for human rights 

is essential for long-term development and poverty reduction.  The Department for 

International Development (DFID) works closely with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

as part of the UK’s overall approach towards Burma. 

 

DFID’s approach is consistent with the European Union Common Position on Burma. UK 

policy is to use targeted sanctions to encourage the Burmese government to make progress 

towards political reconciliation and respect for human rights, while avoiding measures which 

hurt ordinary Burmese people.  We do not give economic aid to Burma, but we are able to 

provide assistance which helps to address the severe humanitarian and development needs 

of many of its people.  Working through the United Nations and reputable international and 

local NGOs, we are able to make a real impact on the lives of poor people without benefitting 

the Burmese government.   DFID’s country office in Burma is able to monitor the use of our 

funding and provide assurance that it is delivered effectively.   

 

DFID’s expanding programme of development and humanitarian assistance in Burma is 

pursuing the following key objectives: 

• To address humanitarian needs, with a focus on health, education and rural growth; 

• To support the foundations for democracy and long-term poverty reduction; and 

• To provide humanitarian support for conflict-affected populations.  

Political change will eventually come to Burma.  The Prime Minister has made clear that, 

should there be genuine progress towards political reconciliation and respect for human 

rights in Burma, the UK would be ready to work with the international community to provide a 

substantial package of economic assistance to the country. 

 

Financial Commitments 

DFID’s total financial commitment to Burma in 2008/09 exceeded £57 million:  

• £12.5 million for our long-term programme of humanitarian assistance,    

• £45 million for emergency relief following Cyclone Nargis in May 2008.   

 

The total financial allocation for 2009/10 is £25 million, and for 2010/11 it is £28 million. 

These sums do not include aid provided indirectly through the UK’s core contributions to 

United Nations bodies and the European Commission. 



 

Long-term programme

In many cases these programmes will expand as new funding comes on stream over the 

next two years. 

 

Health 

• £30.1 million over five years to 2011 through the multi-donor Three Diseases Fund to 

fight  HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis (TB) and malaria.  

In nearly three years of operation (2007-2009) the Three Diseases Fund has: distributed over 

40 million condoms; treated over 700,000 people for malaria; supported drug distribution to 

over 129,000 TB patients; reached more than 600,000 people with HIV prevention activities; 

and is providing antiretroviral treatment to 8,865 people living with HIV.  

 
Rural Livelihoods  

• £4 million over four years from 2004 to the UN Development Programme (UNDP) for its 

Human Development Initiative (HDI) to help poor rural households and communities.  

• £880,000 during 2008 and 2009 for emergency assistance to people severely affected by 

food shortages caused by rat infestations in Chin State. 

• £6 million over 2 years from 2009 as the UK's initial contribution to the new multi-donor 

Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT).  LIFT will focus first on the Irrawaddy 

Delta area, but will also reach vulnerable communities in other parts of the country. 

Between 2004 and 2008 a rural livelihoods programme, 50% funded by DFID, made 

available low-cost, high-quality, footpumps to 30,000 poor farmers.  These pumps enabled 

the farmers to irrigate their vegetable plots during the dry season and earn, on average, 

more than £200 extra per year.   

 

Education 

• £3.3 million over three years from 2007 for basic education through a UNICEF multi-

donor fund. 

• £5.7 million over five years from 2006 to Save the Children for pre-school education. 

Since 2007, UNICEF’s education fund, 30% financed by DFID, has supplied education 

materials for more than 700,000 children in 2,440 primary schools, reducing the cost of 

education for poor families.  It has also paid for repairs to 1,100 primary schools and 

improved sanitation facilities in over 3,000 schools.   



Civil Society 

• £4.2 million over three years from 2007 for capacity-building for local civil society groups. 

This programme, “Pyoe Pin”, is helping civil society groups to work more effectively on 

issues such as the market for rice, disaster risk management, community forestry, HIV/AIDS 

and informal education.   

 

People affected by conflict 

About 20% of our long-term funding for Burma is allocated to programmes benefitting the 5% 

of the total population which is affected by conflict.  These people include more than 130,000 

Burmese refugees in Thailand, 500,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) in Burma, and two 

million people living in ethnic cease-fire areas in Burma.  We provide funding for:  

• The Thailand Burma Border Consortium, primarily for food and shelter for Burmese 

refugees in Thailand and humanitarian assistance for IDPs in Burma.  

• Community based organisations in Burma to reach IDPs living in areas which 

international organisations cannot access: helping to improve education, food security, 

income generation, water supply and sanitation in 90 villages in 2008. 

• The International Rescue Committee, to set up Legal Assistance Centres in refugee 

camps in order to improve refugees’ access to justice.   

• The Adventist Development and Relief Agency to improve basic health care, labour 

conditions, and legal protection for Burmese migrant women workers in Thailand.   

• Small-scale humanitarian projects managed by Burmese organisations in Thailand to 

help IDPs and other vulnerable groups. 

• The Shoklo Malaria Research Unit to provide TB treatment to Burmese people living near 

the border with Thailand. 

• The NGO Health Unlimited for primary health care work in Kachin and Shan States, 

cross-border from China. 

• A local NGO to support the education services provided by two ethnic cease-fire groups. 

Some national programmes, such as UNDP’s Human Development Initiative and the Three 

Diseases Fund, also reach people in conflict-affected areas. 

 



Cyclone Nargis relief  

DFID’s £45 million contribution to cyclone relief in 2008/09 reached over a million survivors.  

It was channelled primarily through UN Agencies (about £20 million), NGOs (£17 million) and 

the Red Cross (£2.6 million).  The remaining £5 million was provided in the form of in-kind 

materials, such as plastic sheets, for distribution by the UN and NGOs, and technical 

assistance in logistics, planning and evaluation. 

 

Our aid included: 

• food for 232,798 people; 

• 1000 tonnes of essential supplies such as plastic sheeting for 324,500 people, jerry 

cans for 68,720 people, and blankets for 296,175 people; 

• shelter kits for nearly 40,000 households; 

• mosquito nets for 412,500 people; 

• measles immunisations for 112,000 children; 

• 724 village wells cleaned or rehabilitated; 

• 5000 tonnes of rice seeds for 56,000 farming households. 

 
Relief and recovery assistance in areas affected by the cyclone will continue in 2009/10 and 

2010/11 in order to: 

• help people to restore their livelihoods, address food insecurity and build resilience 

against future crises; 

• provide replacement shelters for nearly 14,000 people;   

• deliver essential health and nutrition services for up to 840,000 people; 

• provide basic school supplies for over 100,000 children.  

 

DFID Burma 
DFID’s country office in Rangoon, based in the British Embassy, manages and monitors our 

programmes.   We also have staff the British Embassy in Bangkok who liaise with NGOs and 

other donors based in Thailand.   
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