
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 18 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 25/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
The Kenya Red Cross health team in Kisumu has been concentrating on the health needs of two transit 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) camps, as well as constantly assessing the needs of other IDP camps. 
Psychosocial counselling has also been ongoing in some of the camps targeting those who have freshly 
arrived. The relief teams have been conducting regular relief food and non-food distribution in all the 
camps in Nyanza and Western region. This has been very difficult, as the IDPs have been moving 
frequently from the transit camps in Kisumu to their rural homes to settle down with relatives. In other 
parts of the country, Kenya Red Cross is continuing its humanitarian intervention through the provision of 
relief food and non-food items, water and sanitation services, tracing of missing persons, psychosocial 
support and health intervention. This is in collaboration with other organisations.  
 
Situation 
Life is getting back to normal in most parts of Nyanza and Western regions. IDPs are still moving from 
the camps countrywide to their ancestral homes. Kenya Red Cross is still receiving IDP camps in 
transitional camps in Kisumu. Transmara is relatively calm after violence was reported on 17th February 
2008. Some IDPs in Nyanza are still in the camps because they do not have anywhere else to go, while 
others had their houses either burnt or destroyed and therefore cannot go back there. There are no IDPs 
in Nyando as many have been absorbed in the community.  
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Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
 
Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
The relief team distributed food to all the IDP camps in Kisumu on 18th February 2008 and are planning 
a distribution in Kipkelion, Bureti, Kericho and Busia districts. The team distributed relief food in 
Migori on 17th February 2008. 1,019 IDPs have benefited from wet feeding in Kisumu. The following 
families have been reached with food items in the Second Phase of distribution; 2,604 in Kakamega, 
1,096 in Vihiga, 1,134 in Nyamira, 160 in Siaya, 3,594 in Busia, 38 in Kisumu, 1,158 in Nyamira and 
1,500 in Borabu. 94 MT of food has been distributed so far. Relief food distribution took place on 18th 
February 2008 at Lwandanyi and Malakisi centres targeting 799 families and 104 families respectively. 
They were targeted with maize, beans and oil in the ratios of 37.5kgs, 12.5kgs and 5ltrs respectively. Salt 
was also part of the items distributed.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
Kenya Red Cross has managed to register 405 children since January 2008, and reunited 318 children 
with their parents. 924 adults have been registered as missing in the same period, while upto 98 adults 
have been traced and reunited with their parents. The Tracing team visited a number of children’s homes, 
including Mama Ngina Children’s home where two unaccompanied minors (UAMs) had been registered 
and required medical attention. Two UAMs were registered at Agape Children’s Home and require 
Tracing services to reunite them with their parents. Five minors were registered at the Juvenile Home, 
and preliminary information is that their parents have been located and reunification may take place 
soon.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
Medical clinics have been ongoing in Nakuru, Eldoret and Kisumu. In order to encourage and promote 
change in hygiene and health behaviour, health education sessions were carried out both before and 
during the medical clinic. Other activities carried out included nursing care, family planning and 
reproductive health, curative services, immunization and child health, nutritional services. The health 
teams are still continuing with their interventions to the IDPs by providing treatment, health education 
and giving food supplements to malnourished children, among other activities. The common top five 
health problems are upper respiratory tract infections, malaria, diarrhoeal diseases, helmirithiasis and 
skin disease. The health team is also actively involved in a feeding programme for children under five 
years old, who have benefited from porridge, eggs and fruits.  
 
Kenya Red Cross has been offering psychosocial support to IDPs. The youth have been engaged in 
competitions, while the male groups aged 40 years old and above participated in sporting activities. 
Women groups participated in spiritual therapy and income generating activities, while children are 
engaged in play therapy. This is a psychosocial strategy of committing the IDPs to positive activities. 
The psychosocial team also talked to over 150 IDPs in Nyanza Provincial Hospital, Moi Stadium and 
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ACK Cathedral church, where most of the IDPs showed signs of coming to terms with the trauma they 
have experienced in past weeks.  
 
Objective 5: To provide access to safe water for an estimated 500,000 IDPs and other 
post-elections affected individuals.  
and 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
Progress 
The Water and Sanitation team cleared the drainage system at Moi Stadium in Kisumu and trained some 
personnel on the PHAST techniques. The team also provided chemicals for use in the mobilets.  
 
Objective 8: To improve awareness on Red Cross principles and Kenya Red Cross 
activities countrywide.  
 
Progress 
The Kenya Red Cross has been gaining favourable publicity countrywide. The Red Cross principles and 
values are being dissemination to thousands of people in IDP camps and other settings. The media has 
been urged to report positively on the humanitarian issues.  
 
Partnership and Coordination 
Kenya Red Cross continues to work closely with International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Red 
Cross Movement partners, UN agencies, NGOs and other partners. The government ministries have also 
been supportive, especially in providing security, medical supplies and relief food.  
 
ICRC Support 
Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC has been working closely with its counterparts at the Kenya Red 
Cross, both at Headquarters and in the field, providing technical assistance and expertise, particular in 
the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided essential household 
items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an emergency surgical 
team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in Bungoma, Eldoret, 
Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two aircrafts and a 
helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


