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The next Situation Report will be issued around May 31 

• As of May 21, the Government, in collaboration with the NGO Un Techo Para Chile, delivered 50,000 
temporary homes, exceeding the target of building 45,000 temporary housing.  

• According to UNICEF, sanitary units have already been installed in the main camps of the Bio Bio 
Region. 

• President Sebastián Piñera announced an investment of USD 4.4 billion in the sectors of health, 
education and public infrastructure, within the framework of the plan "Levantemos Chile", which aims to 
rebuild or repair the damage caused by the earthquake. The investment includes the following: 

o Education: USD 1.2 billion. Build or repair more than 1,000 schools and high schools; build or 
repair more than 300 nurseries and kindergartens; replace school equipment destroyed or 
damaged. 

o Health: USD 2.1 billion. Rebuild or repair 13 hospitals and dozens of clinics and emergency 
units, install 16 modular hospitals and replace medical equipment. 

o Public Infrastructure: USD 1.1 billion committed. Repair or reconstruct roads, bridges, ports, 
airports, water systems, public buildings, etc. 

Moreover, the President announced an investment of USD 2.3 billion in the housing sector, which 
includes: reconstruction grants for 135,000 families within the next 24 months and 65,000 repair grants 
within this year.  

• The draft law that creates a National Fund for Reconstruction and provides tax benefits for donations 
both from Chile and abroad, passed through its third and final legislative stage in the House of 
Representatives. According to the Minister of Finance, the project aims to rise about USD 300 million in 
two years to finance part of the country's reconstruction. 

• On May 17 the Minister of Social Planning launched the "Waterproof Program" for emergency housing. 
Its main objective is to cover the temporary homes with a polyethylene geomembrane, to be more 
resistant to winter rains. 

• According to the Ministry of Social Planning, 77 emergency camps have been built between the 
Valparaiso and the Bio Bio regions, benefiting more than 3,400 affected families. 

• According to U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), an aftershock measuring 4.8 on the Richter scale was 
registered in the early morning of May 18. Its epicenter was located 115 kilometers northwest of Talca 
(Maule Region). In addition, an aftershock of 4.8 on the Richter scale was recorded in the early morning 
of May 19 in the central area of the country. The movement's epicenter was located 120 kilometers west 
of Rancagua, as reported by the USGS. On May 21, an aftershock of 5.7 on the Richter scale hit the 
central and southern regions, between the Bio Bio and the Metropolitan area. The USGS reported the 
epicenter was located in the O'Higgins Region, 102 km from Talca. On May 23, an earthquake of 4.5 on 
the Richter scale was recorded in the Bio Bio region. The movement occurred 21 miles north of 
Concepción. 

I. Highlights/Key Priorities 

II. Situation Overview
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Shelters/Temporary Housing 

• Residents of Cauquenes arrived on May 19 to the center of the capital to protest against the delay in the 
construction of emergency housing. As reported by the demonstrators, in Cauquenes 8,000 homes were 
completely destroyed or uninhabitable due to the earthquake, and to date only 800 temporary homes 
have been provided. 

Response 

• The NGO Un Techo Para Chile has built 18,412 emergency homes so far with the help of 70,321 
volunteers. Throughout the country, the NGO has built: 240 emergency homes in the Valparaiso region, 
5,619 in the O’Higgins region, 7,327 in the Maule region, 6,280 in the Bio Bio region and 861 in the 
Metropolitan region. During the next few days the NGO will complete its goal of building 20,327 
emergency homes by May 23.  

• According to the Emergency Committee, the government is distributing insulation kits, electrical kits, 
kitchen utensils, beds, mattresses and blankets for emergency housing. To date the government has 
distributed 44,947 mattresses, 75,885 blankets, 625 cabins, 11,420 insulation kits, in the Metropolitan, 
O'Higgins, Maule, Bio Bio and La Araucanía regions.

• In the Bio Bio region, 1,000 waterproofing kits for emergency housing have been distributed so far. These 
kits consist of a polyethylene geomembrane. A large proportion of the 13,000 emergency homes 
provided in the region will be waterproofed with this material, in addition to being provided with thermal 
insulation and a supply of blankets and stoves. 

• On May 20, the Minister of Housing and Urban Development delivered the first 422 housing subsidies in 
Concepción as part of the program "Chile unido reconstruye mejor”. 

• The Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, in conjunction with the City of Licantén, the company 
“Hatch Ingenieros y Consultores”, and the Faculty of Architecture of the Universidad Mayor, signed an 
agreement to develop a Strategic Plan for Sustainable Reconstruction (Pres) for the locations of Duao, 
Ilocos and La Pesca, in the municipality of Licantén, (Maule Region). 

• To date, IOM has completed 75% of the social dimension of the Shelter project funded by the United 
Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 25% of its technical component, in the districts 
of Parral and Cauquenes (Maule Region), Curanilahue, Quirihue, Ninhue, Portezuelo Tome and Cabrero 
(Bío Bío Region). Progress on the social level includes: 1) coordination with municipalities, 2) general 
assessment of territory and community damage, 3) selection of beneficiaries and visits to families, 4) 
workplaces selection and criteria agreements, 5) organization of construction co-operative and hiring of 
local workforce in all selected localities. At the technical level, progress includes the review and grading 
of land and the installation of construction plants, in all municipalities, and the placement of piles, 
construction and installation of floors, ceiling and panels in Parral. 

• Australian Rotarians sent a 40-foot cargo container to Chile, filled with medical and school supplies, 
including 63 hospital beds, two humidifier cribs for premature infants, dozens of boxes of clothes, school 
uniforms and student desks.  

Water Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs 

• The sanitary modules that are being installed by the Emergency Committee are not functioning for lack of 
water supply or sewage disposal systems. It is the responsibility of the municipalities, with financial 
support from the Solidarity and Social Investment Fund (FOSIS), to connect the sanitary modules to 
existing water supply networks or build alternative solutions (wells, septic tanks, etc.).  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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• According to figures provided by the Emergency Committee, to date 100% of urban drinking water supply 
has been restored. That is, the entire population of the affected areas is receiving water. Less than 0.2% 
of the population’s water supply is still provided by tank trucks. In rural areas, 98.5% of the potable water 
supply has been restored. 

Response 

• OXFAM is preparing a proposed amendment to the Cooperation Agreement (PCA) signed with UNICEF 
in order to redirect funds for the construction of sanitary units, delivery of chlorine to disinfect water at 
household level and activities and items for vector control. This change in the activities does not affect 
the budget agreement, nor the amount / type of beneficiaries. 

• In addition to supplying sanitary units in the camps, OXFAM is installing the connections to water network 
and sewage system. 

• UNICEF is working with Regional Ministerial Secretariats (SEREMI) of Health of the Maule and Bio Bio 
regions in the organization and training of volunteers and health workers on issues of hygiene and the 
disinfection of water at home. 

• UNICEF/OXFAM have coordinated local water and sanitation actions with the SECPLAN (Secretariat of 
Planning) and hygiene promotion activities with CESFAM (Family Health Center) and DIDECO 
(Department of Community Development) in the municipalities where OXFAM is working. 

• The following audio/visual materials, which have been created in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, 
will be distributed next week:  

o Posters for the bathroom doors of the sanitary modules; 
o Posters regarding hygiene practices to be placed in homes, camps and schools; 
o Stickers for sanitary modules;  
o Radio phrases to be broadcasted in hospitals throughout the affected regions.  

Health 

• The newspaper “El Mercurio” has reported a shortage of vaccines for children up to one year in different 
clinical centers of the capital which are included in the Expanded Immunization Programme (EPI) of the 
Ministry of Health. The supply problem is linked to the fact that, after the earthquake, the Santiago airport 
remained closed for several days. The second cause is related to the electrical blackout that occurred 
after the earthquake interrupting the cold chain necessary for the conservation/transportation of vaccines. 

Response 

• Since April 5, the Ministry of Health (MINSAL) has been working with the undersecretaries of Relief 
Network and Public Health, on the implementation of the following measures to address winter diseases:

o A strengthened vaccination program against the influenza for the population of the O'Higgins, 
Maule, Bio Bio and La Araucanía regions. 

o The recovery of the healthcare network capacity damaged by the earthquake. 
o A response program to address the increased demand for respiratory diseases in adults and 

children. 

• From May 3 MINSAL has implemented a Health Plan in the field aimed at strengthening the public health 
system throughout the winter for the population affected by the earthquake and tsunami, currently 
residing in emergency shelters. 

• According to PAHO, the MINSAL is bringing its vaccination program anti-influenza A (H1N1) to an end. In 
addition, consistent with its efforts to strengthen all branches of its health network, the MINSAL is 
delivering information about the proper use of the network through a massive media campaign. 

• On May 17, PAHO conducted the first workshop with public relations workers in the city of Santiago de 
Chile, which aims to provide cooperation for the implementation of the social communication plan of the 
MINSAL. 
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• PAHO is purchasing a mobile vaccination unit requested by the MINSAL. In coordination with the 
MINSAL, PAHO will support the purchase of inhalers for the care of acute respiratory infections in health 
services in the regions affected by the earthquake.

• PAHO has provided the MINSAL with guidelines on general environmental health measures in 
emergencies and disasters that will be distributed to health workers in affected area. As part of the 
environmental health plan, PAHO is buying containers for solid waste, gas measuring equipment, water 
tanks and other assets to mobilize brigades. 

• PAHO is waiting for the request of the Deputy Secretary of Public Health to implement the national 
mental health plan. PAHO will also support the MINSAL with minor repairs to hospitals and the purchase 
of equipment and supplies for the surgical wards of the hospitals in the disaster area. 

• PAHO will start the purchase of radio equipment for the MINSAL and will collaborate in the development 
of emergency response plans for hospitals. 

• Nearly three months after the earthquake, on May 17, a field hospital was donated to the Hospital of 
Parral by the Japanese Red Cross, supported by the Chilean Red Cross and the International Federation 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). The field hospital is worth approximately 430 
million pesos (approx. USD 790,000). Thanks to its technological equipment the field hospital will serve 
as a center for medical attention for years to come in Parral, until a new hospital can be built. 

• The NGO AmeriCares is delivering, building and equipping a 50-bed transitional field hospital in Chile. 
The transitional hospital will be located near Angol Hospital, in Malleco province (La Araucanía Region). 
To date, AmeriCares has provided USD 600,000 worth of medical supplies, including bandages and 
masks to protect against dust and debris; personal hygiene items to prevent infection and disease; as 
well as flashlights and water containers to carry safe drinking water.  

Protection 

Response 

• In response to the needs of many children affected psychologically by the earthquake, UNICEF is 
providing some unique support services: a public communication campaign known as the 'Caravan of 
Happiness'. The initiative aims to bring fun back into the lives of children under stress. The travelling 
caravan features a series of activities, including cinema, musical numbers and 'laugh-therapy' sessions. 
The project's mobile support team will travel to about 50 affected cities, targeting some 30,000 girls and 
boys. 

Agriculture and Fisheries 

Response 

• Approximately 223 small farmers, users of the National Institution of Agricultural Development (INDAP), 
belonging to the municipality of Trehuaco, (Bio Bio region), received emergency and reconstruction 
grants for a total of 42,457,000 million pesos (approx. USD 78,000). The money was used for the 
replacement of items such as plastics, animal feed, water etc. and for the reconstruction of their 
agricultural production system. The financial grants have been delivered by the Government through the 
Ministry of Agriculture and INDAP. 

• More than 70 small producers in the region of Maule received INDAP emergency grants to recover their 
productive capacities affected by the earthquake. The following grants were distributed: 42 reconstruction 
grants for a total of 29,850,000 pesos (approx. USD 55,000), 28 agricultural emergency grants for a total 
of 4,200,000 pesos (approx. USD 7,700) and seven emergency irrigation grants for a total of 5.1 million 
(approx. USD 9,300).  

Early Recovery 

Response 



5

• The Minister of Labour and Social Welfare announced that the number of workers employed by the Army 
Corps of Labour (CMT) for reconstruction activities reached the 15,000. Of them, 60% are women. The 
secretary of Regional Development, said that next week 3,500 workers will be employed, completing the 
18,500 emergency jobs available. 

• In the Municipality of Penco in the Bío-Bío region, Coca Cola Embonor Company has delivered the first 
modular storage facilities for people affected by the earthquake as part of the program "Levantemos a 
Nuestros Clientes de Coca-Cola Embonor". This initiative includes the delivery of 34 modular storage 
facilities with a space of 15 square meters and external walls and roofs of galvanized sheets. The 
company also hopes to provide subsidies for the recovery of 200 businesses activities of earthquake 
victims, with a total investment of 170 million pesos (approx. USD 311,000) in the Bio Bio region. 

Logistics 

Response 

• The Department of Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection of the European Commission (ECHO), through 
the NGO Telecom Sans Frontieres (TSF), supports the National Emergency Office of the Ministry of the 
Interior, ONEMI, in strengthening Information Technology and Communication (ICT) capacities. In this 
framework a training seminar started on May 17 in Santiago. After the training, participants will have the 
skills and knowledge needed to deploy satellites and ICT equipment and to quickly set up Internet 
connections and phone lines.  

• From May 17 to May 20, a representative of the Office of the Resident Coordinator (ORC) and a 
representative of OCHA conducted a field mission. The mission's main objective was to monitor the 
actions taken by the Agencies Funds and Programs (AFP) of the UN within the framework of the 
implementation of the CERF funded projects. 

• PAHO maintains communication and coordination with the MINSAL technical teams. 

Please contact: 
Michael Granadillo 
UN Coordination Associate 
Tel: 56 2 654-1042 
Email: Michael.granadillo@undp.org 

For more information, please visit www.redhum.org or www.reliefweb.int. 

IV. Coordination 

VI. Contact 


