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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The security situation in Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria States is relatively stable. An assessment 
mission to Yambio and Tambura in Western Equatoria confirmed that the two areas are calm and are now 
pegged to UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) security phase 3 level 2.  
 
In Juba, the population has gone up dramatically and consequently crimes of theft, robbery and arson as well 
as traffic contraventions have increased significantly. The integration of SPLM/A and Government of Sudan 
police forces has not been completed and it is not clear whether the SPLM/A Inspector General of Police or 
the Government of Sudan Commissioner of Police is in charge.  
 
Meanwhile, the situation in Aba region in the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
deteriorated, affecting the security of Sudanese refugees and preparations for repatriation, mainly in Aba and 
Dungu sites. On 24 January, eight peacekeepers serving with the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) and 
involved in an operation against suspected elements of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) were killed and 
five others wounded in Garamba National Park, about 70 kilometres from the border with Sudan in eastern 
DRC.  
 
Political developments 
The President of the Government of South Sudan, Salva Kiir Mayardit, issued a number of decrees which 
effectively consolidated the positions of the leadership of the former Southern Sudan Defence Forces (SSDF) 
in the SPLA and strengthened the integration process of the former pro-government militia and the SPLA. 
The decrees promoted Poulino Matip Nhial, Commander of SSDF, to the rank of Lieutenant General and 
elevated him to Deputy Commander in Chief of the SPLA. Militarily, this effectively placed him as second in 
command to Salva Kiir, the Commander in Chief of the SPLA. One Ministerial portfolio was also given to the 
former SSDF.  
 
Repatriation operation from the Central African Republic to begin in February 

 
On 17 January, UNHCR re-established full-
time presence in Tambura, Western 
Equatoria, in preparation for organized 
repatriation from Mboki, Central Africa 
Republic (CAR). UNHCR and IOM have 
recently signed a “Letter of Intent” for air 
repatriation operations of Sudanese 
refugees from Mboki to Tambura. Through 
this arrangement, IOM will airlift the first 
group of about 5,000 of the 12,000 
refugees from Mboki. The Tripartite 
Agreement between UNHCR, the CAR and 
Sudan is expected to be signed in Bangui 
(CAR) on 1 February, with the repatriation 
operation commencing the following day. 

 
 

    Convoy for the repatriation from the CAR to Tambura.  
            Photo: UNHCR/V. Jerinkic/Jan. 2006 
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Preparing for organized repatriation from Ethiopia 
Preparations for the up-coming organized repatriation of about 18,000 Sudanese refugees from Ethiopian 
refugee camps into Challi and its cluster villages, via Kurmuk, are underway in Blue Nile State. UNHCR has 
already established presence in Kurmuk to manage day-to-day operations. Furthermore, a UNHCR engineer 
has conducted a technical assessment for the repair of the Kurmuk-Challi road (some 70 kilometres) to 
ensure that the repatriation from Ethiopia is conducted in safety and dignity. He has also conducted an 
assessment for the construction of a reception centre in Challi which will provide transit facilities for the 
returnees for a maximum period of three days. In addition, the UN Mine Action Office (UNMAO) has started 
surveying the Kurmuk-Challi road and the area around the reception centre in close cooperation with 
UNHCR. Discussions are also ongoing for the “go and see” visit of refugees from Bonga camp in Ethiopia to 
the Challi areas.  
 
The main obstacle faced by UNHCR at this stage is the lack of skilled NGOs to implement projects in Blue 
Nile State. Some NGOs which have indicated interest in working in the area have not been granted 
permission by the Government. Other NGOs are either overwhelmed by work and are therefore reluctant to 
take on additional projects or need more training and capacity-building.  
 
Returnees in Upper Nile State 
In Malakal, daily registration and tracking of returning IDPs from northern Sudan and other parts of the 
country is ongoing, with permanent presence in the harbour from 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM. A total of 114 IDP 
families (581 individuals) returning from Renk, Khartoum, Gezira State, White Nile and Blue Nile and going to 
Malakal, Baliet, Adong, Atar, Ulang, Nasir, Korfulus and other counties were registered at the harbor during 
the period 12-23 January. Most of them returned because of peace in their places of origin. Twenty families 
(41 individuals) of returning refugees were also registered during the period 12-23 January. The majority of 
the returnees are coming from Dimma and Fugnido refugee camps in Ethiopia and Kakuma refugee camp in 
Kenya. Most of them are going to Akobo, Waat, Nasir, Baliet and Maiwut localities. Case studies and 
interviews have shown that the majority are returning because of peace or are seeking higher education and 
employment opportunities as well as reunification with their family members in Sudan.  
 
Returnees in Blue Nile State 
During the inter-agency mission to Geissan and Nazila on 28-30 December 2005, comprising the Joint 
Humanitarian Commission, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission (SRRC), UNHCR, WFP, UNICEF, UNMAO, IRC, SRC and SLIRI, the team stopped at Bakori 
(on the way to Geissan), a major IDP location, and met with chiefs and community leaders of five displaced 
villages in Geissan locality and four villages in Kurmuk locality. It was reported that significant numbers of 
IDPs from villages within Geissan locality have returned to their villages of origin, where they are currently 
constructing their homes in preparation for the return of their families and communities. It was also reported 
that the IDPs from villages in Kurmuk locality have no intention of returning to their places of origin until they 
are assured of the existence of basic services in their home areas.  
 
On arrival in Geissan, the team met with some elders who reported big numbers of spontaneous returnees 
from Ethiopia. They also mentioned the existence of three IDP villages – Thora, Harden and Bamaran – that 
were created by spontaneous returnees from Ethiopia in December 2004. The team was able to visit two of 
these villages – Thora and Harden – prior to a meeting with the Commissioner of Geissan, who was recently 
sworn in during the formal appointment of the Blue Nile State Government. In these villages, there are 225 
and 150 returnees respectively of Funji ethnic origin who are originally from Fanzigir, Kurmuk locality. The 
returnees reported that they decided to go to Geissan because they were not sure about the living conditions 
in their places of origin. In Geissan, they have access to basic services and are able to cultivate. In the 
circumstances, they prefer to remain in their new location. The team then met with the Commissioner who 
confirmed the presence of approximately 1,000 spontaneous returnees recently arrived from Ethiopia in the 
border villages he visited, namely Ashambo, Adem, Elkar and Aburomdo. Some of the returnees are 
reportedly back in their home villages, while others are apparently IDPs in their new location.  
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Returnees in Eastern Equatoria State 
On 15 January, a team from UNHCR Kapoeta met with staff from UNHCR Kakuma (Kenya) to discuss the 
lessons learned from the first organized repatriation movement that took place on 17 December 2005 from 
Kenya and to plan and organize the next return movements. On the following day, the team from UNHCR 
Kapoeta also met with refugees from Eastern Equatoria in Kakuma camp to give them feedback on the last 
repatriation and share information on areas of return.  
 
Meanwhile, a representative of the returnees of the Chukudum group, who returned to Eastern Equatoria with 
the organized repatriation movement from Kakuma camp, visited the UNHCR office in Kapoeta. He reported 
that following the group’s decision to settle in Chukudum village, all returnees have been allocated a plot of 
land from the local authorities, where they will move by the end of the month. The allocated plot of land is 
reportedly located three kilometres from Chukudum village, in a safe and fertile area. UNHCR is planning a 
joint visit with WFP to Chukudum in the near future. This group, comprising 44 returnees, reached Chukudum 
village on 18 December following the repatriation on 17 December. According to the plan, 14 returnees were 
supposed to go back to their respective homes in Chukudum and surrounding villages within the following 
three days and 30 returnees needed to be transported to Lorema, Lotukei and Kikiliya villages. However, on 
30 December, SRRC in Chukudum informed UNHCR that the returnees would prefer to stay in Chukudum 
village and that the local authorities had accepted their decision and would allocate a plot of land to them. 
 

 
Returnee in Chukudum who came back with the organized repatriation movement from Kenya.  

Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux/Dec. 2005 
 
Bor Dinka movement from Juba 
UNHCR conducted a verification exercise at Lologo way station in Juba and registered 4,359 vulnerable Bor 
Dinka cases. On 27 January, IOM will start transporting by steamer the first batch of 400 to Bor. IOM 
procured life jackets to be used by the group on their journey. Meanwhile, agencies are involved in 
preparatory activities to receive the returnees in Bor town. UNHCR is erecting shelters at the temporary way 
station, UNICEF is providing health kits and WFP has four metric tons of food for distribution to the group. 
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Non-food items for the Bor Dinka leaving from Juba to Bor. Photo: UNHCR/N. Bahjat/Jan. 2006 

 
Dinka IDPs in Yei 
The increased presence of IDPs continues to be of concern to the authorities and communities in Yei County. 
These IDPs are from the Dinka ethnic group and arrived in Yei from Mundri and Yambio in Western 
Equatoria to flee inter-ethnic clashes (between Moro and Dinka in Mundri and Zande and Dinka in Yambio) in 
November 2005. They have been staying in Yei until they can be relocated to Bor. UNHCR, OCHA and 
UNMIS RRR met and agreed that the IDPs will be assisted with movement to Bor, via Juba, once the current 
Bor Dinka movement from Juba is completed in about three to four weeks. According to an inter-agency 
assessment, there are 596 households in total. Most of them are women and children and are considered a 
vulnerable caseload that needs protection and assistance.  
 
Meanwhile in Rumbek, a person representing a group of 75 Dinka from Yambio approached the UNHCR 
office on 24 January. The group left Yambio on 11 January but has since split up. A group of 40 is currently in 
Mambe (18 miles from Maridi), a second group of 26 in Mvolo (75 miles from Rumbek) and a family of nine 
arrived in Rumbek on 23 January. Their final destinations are in Lakes, Warab and northern Bahr el Ghazal.  
 
First phase of IDP survey South Sudan is complete 
All questionnaires of the first phase of the survey have now been completed and sent to IOM Rumbek for 
processing. IOM reports quick progress in data entry and all questionnaires should be processed by 31 
January. The report is expected to be ready by 14 February.  
 
Protection training in Blue Nile State 
UNHCR Khartoum organized two protection workshops in Blue Nile State (on 17 January in Kurmuk and 19 
January in Damazin). The workshops targeted tribal leaders and officials from the Ministry of Justice in Blue 
Nile State, HAC, SRRC, security forces and the police as well as IDP communities, civil society and other UN 
agencies. The total number of participants was 105 in Kurmuk and 77 in Damazin. The main objective was to 
increase awareness on core concepts of international protection, the national laws in the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA), the Sudan Interim Constitution, the Joint Policy Framework and human rights 
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principles pertaining to the protection of IDPs and refugees at the places of displacement as well as within 
the context of return. Another objective was to inform, prepare and strengthen the roles and responsibilities of 
authorities and local communities in receiving and assisting returnees in Blue Nile State. The two workshops 
were well received by the local authorities and communities as well as international agencies working in Blue 
Nile.  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
Yei 
• Action Africa Hielfe (AAH) completed renovation of the out-patient department and pediatric ward of 

Meridi hospital. 
• Significant progress was made in school construction by ACROSS, including Yari Primary School and 

Jigomoni Primary School. 
• ACROSS commenced phase three of the teachers’ training on basic education for 41 primary school 

teachers (three females and 38 males). The same teachers attended phase two training last year. They 
are from the three counties of Yei, Lainya and Morobo.  

• Jesuit Refugee Service is currently conducting (from 15 to 28 January) a UNHCR-funded in-service 
training for primary teachers in Yei. The teachers are from Yei, Lainya and Morobo Counties. A total of 
165 teachers are participating in the training, including 20 women. The subjects covered include basic 
education, curriculum, girl child and peace education. In addition, JRS is conducting (from 21 to 28 
January) a UNHCR-funded in service teachers’ training for secondary school teachers in Yei County. 
Sixty teachers from Yei, Morobo and Lainya are participating in the training. The in-service training is 
meant to help the teachers use the right syllabus and promote peace education in the schools.  

• ACROSS developed radio messages on social development issues for the local FM radio station and for 
the FM radio station in north-western Uganda. The messages cover agriculture, health, education and 
issues concerning youth. 

• The renovation of the Central 
Equatoria State SRRC office was 
completed by Norwegian People’s 
Aid (NPA) though the support of 
UNHCR. The handing over 
ceremony was held on 24 January 
in the presence of the Central 
Equatoria State SRRC Director, the 
Yei County Commissioner and the 
Advisor to the Governor of Central 
Equatoria State. UNHCR also 
provided furniture, computers and 
motorcycles to SRRC.  

                                                                        The rehabilitated SRRC office.  
                                                Photo: UNHCR/L. Androga/Jan. 2006 

Kajo Keji 
• American Refugee Committee (ARC) completed construction work on six primary health care units 

(Leikor, Logu, Kasurak, Ajira, Kerwa and Saregoro). ARC is also continuing with community 
awareness sessions on HIV/AIDS. 

• Mere primary health care unit and Lire primary health care centre as well as Mondikolok, Longira, 
Mogiri, Rodo, Kansuk (Lori) and Gurujo health units, implemented by Sudan Health Association 
(SUHA), are nearing completion. 

• The schools under construction by JRS (Andasire Primary School, Lire Primary School, Pomoju 
Girls’ Secondary School and girls’ dormitory as well as Liwolo Secondary School and girls’ dormitory) 
are at the finishing stage. Mere Primary School is ready for handing over to the community. A two-
week in-service teachers’ training is ongoing from 16 to 28 January.  
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• Renovation work of Kala and Kansuk Primary Schools by HASS is also at finishing stage. 
Reportedly, UNICEF donated, through HASS, an assortment of scholastic materials to all the schools 
in the county. A meeting by the county education authorities and education agencies will be held 
soon to discuss distribution of the materials.  

 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Pibor 
A team from UNHCR Juba undertook a five-day mission to Pibor (Jonglei State) from 12 to 17 January to re-
register the Ethiopian Anuak refugees who have been living in Pibor since 2004, identify their protection 
needs and distribute non-food items. The re-registration exercise, which was done simultaneously with the 
distribution of the non food items, pegged the total number of Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Pibor at 497. The 
team distributed plastic sheets, floor mats, blankets, plastic buckets, kitchen sets, soap, sanitary items and 
mosquito nets. Food was also distributed. The Acting Commissioner of Pibor informed the team of a directive 
received from Juba to relocate the refugees who are currently being housed in the only school block in the 
town so that it is vacated by April 2006. The Acting Commissioner also promised to identify three possible 
areas to relocate the refugees in conjunction with UNHCR’s implementing partner, Swedish Free Mission 
(SFM).  
 
Update on detained Sudanese in Egypt 
Between 18 and 20 January, the Egyptian authorities released all the Sudanese women and children (266 in 
total) as well as 87 men from Darfur who were still being held in detention. The Sudanese were part of a 
group of more than 2,000 people who were removed from a Cairo square near the UNHCR office on 30 
December following a three-month demonstration. UNHCR had recommended the release of all detainees, 
especially those who are registered with UNHCR, the Darfurians and all women and children. Some 183 men 
still remain in detention. The Government has given UNHCR until 26 January to continue to carry out in-
depth legal assessments to determine whether they are of concern to UNHCR. It is hoped that no 
deportations will take place for this group. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 18 January 2006 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 45,076,178 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The overall security situation in east Sudan is characterised by uncertainty regarding the implementation of 
the CPA, as exemplified by the events that occurred during the handing over of Hamesh Koreb by the 
SPLM/A to Government of Sudan forces. On 11 January, Government troops had entered Hamesh Koreb 
town threatening to expel SPLM/A forces that, under the CPA, were supposed to have been redeployed back 
to South Sudan within a year of signing of the peace agreement. The events have increased tensions in the 
northern part of Kassala State.  
 
The situation between Eritrea and Ethiopia remains tense. UNHCR has meanwhile stocked essential non-
food items and improved infrastructures in different sites in the event of an influx of refugees into east Sudan. 
New arrivals 
During the period 12-22 January, 359 new arrivals were registered in Wad Sherifey. They were all Eritrean. 
All the asylum seekers who were interviewed were accepted (294 in total). In this period, 303 persons were 
transferred from Wad Sherifey to Kilo 26 camp. Another 93 asylum seekers are awaiting interview in Wad 
Sherifey. One case is pending. 
 
Resettlement 
Refugees who were selected last year by the Canadian and Australian Governments for resettlement are in 
the completion phase for some required documents and other activities (e.g. medication) prior to departure.  
 
Ad hoc detention  
On 16 January, seven persons from the Ministry of Interior, Migration Section, Aliens Office in Gedaref 
undertook an ad hoc validation exercise in the closed camp of Umgulja, where an estimated number of 500 
residual Ethiopian refugees reside. The exercise was done without prior notice to UNHCR. They rounded up 
40 camp residents, who were not in possession of a valid immigration ID, and transported them to their office 
in Gedaref. The Ethiopians got a warning that they would be locked up to eventually be repatriated. Finally, 
the immigration officers gave them one month to obtain a valid immigration card and allowed them to leave 
the office after two hours. In a meeting, two representatives from Umgulja told UNHCR that the cost of 5,100 
Sudanese dinars (about US$ 22) for an immigration ID is too high for them. A couple of months ago, these 
refugees were offered to be transferred to the open camp of Abuda, but they refused because most of them 
have been living in Umgulja for the last 30 years. 
 
Agriculture development 
Establishment of revolving funds (with the collection of money borrowed by refugees in the last cultivation 
season from UNHCR) in Um Gargour, Abuda, Fau 5 and Suki camps is in progress. A bank account was 
opened on behalf of the Um Gargour refugee committee in Animal Resources Bank in Gedaref and collection 
of money is taking place. 
 
Reproductive health and HIV/AIDS training 
UNHCR organized a training of trainers on reproductive health, HIV/AIDS and gender-based violence with a 
special focus on female genital mutilation, which is taking place from 23 January to 1 February in Es Showak. 
This 10-day training is financed by UNHCR as part of the joint UNFPA/UNHCR reproductive health project. 
Twenty two of the most active and interested refugee youths and NGO home visitors who participated in last 
year’s youth peer education on the same subjects have been selected for the training. The aim of the training 
is to ensure a sustainable and high quality system of community-based awareness-raising. Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America – International (PPFA-I) is conducting the training.  
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An awareness-raising session on female genital mutilation in Girba camp, which was part of the 16-day 

campaign against gender-based violence in 2005. Photo: UNHCR/V. Bergh/Oct. 2005 
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 18 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,311,357 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur remains tense. At the border in north and south West Darfur, the 
tension is increasing as there seems to be organized coordination between Chadian deserters, Chadian 
opposition groups and militia. There are also a considerable number of Chadian opposition camps, especially 
in the north and south-west corridor, creating fear and anxiety of an impending war with Chad among the 
population. In El Geneina town, the situation is calm; however, shooting at night as well as movement of 
troops and militia towards the border continue.  
 
On 23 January, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) attacked Government forces in Golo town (some 35 
kilometres north-east of Zalengei town) in Jebel Marra. The attack lasted approximately two to three hours. 
The UN, in cooperation with the AU, is in the process of relocating around 60 staff members of three NGOs 
operating in the area. During the relocation, on 25 January, a UN helicopter crashed in the village of Dyalla 
near Golo. The helicopter had 16 people on board (three crew members and 13 NGO staff). One NGO staff 
member died; none of the other persons sustained life-threatening injuries. 
 
The security situation in South Darfur remains stable but potentially volatile.  
 
On 17 January, in North Darfur, a large crowd of residents of El Fasher, estimated at about 5,000, gathered 
around the town’s stadium to demonstrate against the UN in reaction to proposals for a UN peacekeeping 
role in Darfur and to express full confidence in the AU mission. Demonstrators then proceeded to the African 
Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) cantonment, the Wali's and the UNMIS office where letters were handed 
over. A delegation of three representatives of the demonstrators accompanied by the HAC Commissioner 
met with the Head of UNMIS, UNDSS and Civil Affairs. No incident was reported. Similar peaceful 
demonstrations took place in El Geneina and Nyala on 18 and 19 January respectively; however, in Nyala 
some demonstrators threw stones at AU, IOM and American Refugee Council vehicles.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Protection Working Group  
UNHCR chaired the Protection Working Group meeting on 17 January in El Geneina with the participation of 
UNMIS Human Rights, OCHA, UNICEF, IOM, ICRC, AU CivPol, Terre des Hommes, TearFund, Concern, 
HelpAge and MSF. The participants reviewed 2005 and agreed that the group should continue in 2006 
despite the limitations resulting from security phase IV, i.e. the reduction of staff and limited access to the 
villages. The participants found the group to be valuable in ensuring the flow of information. They agreed that 
in 2006 there will be more focus on IDP camps around El Geneina and on urban IDPs in El Geneina. They 
also agreed to conduct joint missions in West Darfur.  
 
Inter-agency missions to Jebel Marra 
In January, UNHCR participated in two inter-agency missions from Zalingei to Jebel Marra. In Golo, where 
the population is approximately 6,000 (2,000 are IDPs living among the host community), the mission noted 
high military presence. It also reported serious protection issues in terms of arbitrary arrest and detention of 
civilians and NGO staff. The team was unable to travel to Rokoro as planned to assess the situation of some 
12,000-15,000 civilians who have reportedly been displaced by heavy fighting between the Government and 
SLA. Although the team did not witness movement of people in a large scale, it confirmed a heavy military 
presence in the area and also reported the existence of a new camp, established by the SLA, near Tibon. 
Reportedly, around 1,000-1,500 people are already in the camp.  
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Influx in Zalingei  
Population movements from the Abata area to Zalingei due to the recent inter-Arab conflict continues but has 
slowed down markedly according to the camp coordinators. Since the influx began, the total number of new 
arrivals to Taiba site is registered as 3,971 individuals and into Hamidiya camp as 3,577 individuals. On 16 
January, a group of Arab nomads (171 families/359 individuals) of the Beni Halba tribe arrived at Taiba site 
and camped there, claiming to be IDPs from Abata, and requested assistance. The Hotiya in Taiba camp 
have reported that they are not IDPs. A verification exercise will be conducted to assess the nature of the 
new arrivals.  
 
The issue of possible relocation of Taiba site remained a main issue. In a meeting, HAC informed UNHCR 
and OCHA that Hotiya Sheikhs from Taiba camp had approached the Commissioner of Zalingei and 
requested to relocate to a new area close to Nyangadoula, called Id Elgalaj. According to HAC, this area is 
unaffected by the conflict and the Hotiya IDPs wish to go there because it is close to their places of origin and 
suitable for grazing their cattle. HAC requested OCHA to coordinate with NGOs to provide assistance and 
facilities at Id Elgalaj. However, HAC was informed that before assistance and relocation of the IDPs can be 
considered, verification needs to be made as to whether the movement is voluntary.  
 
UNHCR, with assistance from OCHA, conducted consultations with the Hotiya at Taiba camp regarding the 
proposed movement and on 19 January undertook a joint mission to Nyangadula, Id Elgalaj and Abata to 
assess the situation. UNHCR reported the findings to HAC, including: 1) through discussions with IDPs, it 
was clear that none of them wished to return to the Nyangadoula area or to Id Elgalaj in particular; 2) in Id 
Elgalaj, the damra was found empty and abandoned and there was no sign of any population in the area nor 
indications of any return; 3) in view of these findings, UNHCR and OCHA would not support the proposed 
return to Id Elgalaj.  
 
Chadian arrivals in Habila locality  
A joint assessment team consisting of UNHCR, UNMIS and UNDSS visited Habila on 17 January. The team 
met with Police, National Security, WFP, OXFAM and INTERSOS and the local Sheikhs. There are about 
17,000 IDPs in the town. Since tensions with Chad have increased, about 2,000 people have arrived from 
Chad to Habila locality. 
 
Mission to Beida and Arara 
On 18 January, UNHCR participated in a joint mission with OCHA, UNMIS, UNDSS and Tearfund to Beida 
and Arara to verify reports received of new arrivals from Chad to the region. There has been no influx into 
Beida and the population is fairly stable, made up of IDPs from surrounding villages and local people. In 
Arara, villagers confirmed the arrival of some 80 families (around 300 persons) of Masalit and Tajou 
affiliations from the Chadian villages of Anyata and Hillat Aboya who fled following attacks by men on horse 
and camel back in December 2005. They are living with Sudanese members of the same tribes. No major 
problems or tensions have been experienced between the villagers and the new arrivals.  
 
Mission to Tendilti 
On 16 January, UNHCR, joined by OCHA and WFP and escorted by the AU, conducted a mission to Tendilti 
to investigate reports of influx of Chadians into the area. The border at Tendilti is traditionally quite porous, 
with Sudanese farmers crossing regularly into Chad to cultivate their crops as the land around Tendilti itself is 
not suitable for farming. Many Sudanese and Chadians in that region maintain homes on both sides of the 
border, living in Sudan or Chad according to the security situation or time of year. Despite HAC reports that 
600 families have entered from Chad, UNHCR estimates that actually about 200 families (1,000 individuals) 
have entered from Chad in the last two weeks. The vast majority of the arrivals are Sudanese farmers who 
traditionally cultivate their crops on the Chadian side. A smaller number of new arrivals are Chadian nationals 
from Uteteh (less than 200 persons). The new arrivals are affiliated to Massalit, Tama, Mararit and Bargou 
tribes, all of which are prevalent around Tendilti. There are no tensions reported between the locals and the 
new arrivals who seem already fairly well-integrated in the community. It is estimated that about one half of 
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the arrivals were able to escape with livestock and their harvest; the rest mentioned looting of cattle and 
destruction of their crops by militia.  
 
Birgi village 
On 10 January, UNHCR conducted a mission to Birgi to assess the returnee situation. Birgi is a village half-
way between Mukjar and Bindisi, about 12 kilometres west of Mukjar, and is one of the villages the 
Government would like to rehabilitate. It was completely destroyed and abandoned during the conflict. 
UNHCR talked to the police and interviewed residents and Sheikhs. The police stated that 130 families are 
now residing in Birgi, while other persons interviewed talked about 25 families. HAC reported that 37 families 
have returned to Birgi, but the Sheikhs stated that the security situation in Birgi does not allow for return. Birgi 
residents (of Fur and Tama tribes) fear leaving the perimeters of the village due to the presence of heavily 
armed nomads in the region.  
 
Visit to Artala 
On 12 January, UNHCR undertook a mission to Artala (about 56 kilometres east of Mukjar, on the road that 
leads to Nyala). Artala is one of the villages chosen by the Government to be a returnee centre. The police 
estimates that there are currently 300 persons residing in Artala (the official number, however, is 575). They 
also reported that many Arabs, who were displaced during the conflict, are residing outside the village. Most 
of the former villagers are residing in Kubum (where there is a school and IDPs receive food), which is 
around 10 kilometres from Artala. UNHCR is planning an assessment mission to Kubum. The Fallata tribe, 
originally from Dereij, moved to the village (according to a Fallata Umda, the village was deserted when they 
arrived) and cultivated the fields. When the first villagers returned, the Fallata agreed to pay them for the 
usage of the land. The Fallata Sheikh stated that the relationship with the villagers is harmonious and that the 
nomads–farmers committee is working well.  
 
UNHCR also conducted a “town-hall meeting” with the IDP Sheikhs and some of the families they represent. 
The Sheikhs reported that the population before the conflict was 6,652 persons and that now there are 575 
people (160 households) residing in Artala. They also reported that the general security situation in Artala is 
good, relations with the police are cooperative and the villagers are not afraid to venture out from the village. 
There seems to be some genuine return to Artala. The Sheikhs informed that the Government had provided 
some assistance to the returnees, including food and non-food items, but that the support had stopped 
abruptly.  
 
Protection situation in Nertiti camps 
On 18 January, an inter-agency mission was conducted to Nertiti to follow up on pending protection issues. It 
was reported that the protection situation in the two Nertiti camps has improved significantly in the past 
month. Military presence in the camps has noticeably diminished and gender-based violence incidents have 
decreased inside the camps as well as outside, although the latter may be due to the fact that women are not 
going out to collect firewood as the presence of Arab nomads is still high. This improvement may be 
attributed to the regular UN missions to Nertiti (coordinated between UNHCR, UNMIS Human Rights and 
OCHA). In a meeting with CivPol, UNHCR was informed that 24-hour patrols are planned for the Nertiti 
camps, but have not yet started due to a problem with the generator. The relocation proposal for the south 
camp remains pending as the majority of IDPs, including the women, have security concerns about the 
proposed new site due to its distance from the town and proximity to Arab settlements. 
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Kalma camp 
During the religious period of Eid, the Wali of South Darfur visited the IDPs in Kalma camp and offered 86 
bulls for the Eid celebrations. The Wali asked the IDP representatives to explore three possible solutions for 
the IDPs in Kalma: 1) remain in Kalma; 2) be settled in safe villages; or 3) live in Nyala town with the 
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possibility of getting a plot. The IDP leaders promised to discuss with all the IDPs but, according to the IDPs, 
they prefer to remain in Kalma camp.  
 
Cleaning of the camps by IDP youth 
UNHCR started mobilizing IDP youth to clean the camps in Otash, Derieg and El Zureif, which are very dirty 
since the departure of NGOs from the camps. Plans were made in each camp to dedicate one day a week for 
general cleaning; all youth as well as women will participate in the activity. This is the beginning of the 
environment programme for 2006 planned with the youth. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 18 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 16,684,051 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
Following an attack by an unknown group of armed men on the town of Guereda and the abduction of five 
Government officials on 20 January, UNHCR has reduced its staff by 20 percent in two of its five regional 
offices in eastern Chad as a precautionary measure. This incident follows a series of other security incidents 
which occurred recently involving NGOs working in the region. NGOs have also reduced their staff on a 
temporary basis. In total, some 90 humanitarian workers and family members from Guereda and about 80 
from Iriba have been relocated to Abeche. The five refugee camps in the Guereda and Iriba areas are 
generally calm and quiet and basic services are still being provided. 
 
No major incident was reported in southern Chad, but the situation remained of concern due to the prevailing 
security situation in northern CAR. 

 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
New Sudanese arrivals  
Since the beginning of January, 794 Sudanese refugees (219 families) have arrived in Gaga camp from 
villages located on both sides of the Chad-Sudan border, while others have come from IDP camps in Darfur 
(Mornei, Masteri, Derige and Ardamata). Small groups of refugees are arriving on a daily basis. The newly 
arrived refugees all claim that they are fleeing owing to the prevailing security situation in Darfur, including 
attacks by the janjaweed and increasing tensions between Chad and Sudan. UNHCR Farchana, CNAR (the 
national refugee authority) and other partners are taking action to ensure that the new arrivals are registered, 
accommodated in the camp and assisted. Gaga is the newest of the 12 UNHCR camps in eastern Chad and 
currently hosts about 6,600 refugees.   
 
Situation in Oure Cassoni 
Humanitarian activities in Oure Cassoni refugee camp resumed on 18 January after a break of three weeks. 
The refugee leaders had refused humanitarian workers to provide services in the camp, except for the weekly 
provision of water, demanding improved camp security. The crisis was resolved thanks to the intervention of 
the Governor of Borkou Ennedi Tibesti and it was agreed that the number of gendarmes in the camp would 
be increased. In spite of the cessation of humanitarian activities, protection staff continued to monitor the 
situation in the camp. No protection-related incidents were reported, but the camp residents are worried 
because of the presumed presence of bandits in the neighboring wadi. Bandits reportedly threaten the 
refugees who go out to collect wood or cross into Sudan. These threats are linked to the unpaid dia. Being of 
a different clan from Chadian nationals, the refugees are afraid of revenge against them or their relatives in 
Sudan. Efforts made to strengthen security in and around the camp in order to dissipate fears include 
strengthening the presence of the gendarmes (now 25), who also received additional communication 
equipment (handsets). It is worth noting that relocation of the camp is not perceived as a solution by the 
refugees. They do not want to lose proximity to the border.  
 
Registration 
The regularization process of pending cases from the registration exercise of September - October 2005 
commenced on 18 January in Iridimi camp. A committee of UNHCR and CNAR staff is conducting a 
screening interview for each household, while refugee representatives are involved in the exercise as 
observers. The regularization process is going smoothly.   
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Detention 
UNHCR Koukou assisted the families of three refugees from Goz Amer currently detained in the Abeche 
prison in sending food and non-food items to the detained refugees.  
 
UNHCR conducted a joint visit with UNICEF and the Délégué de l'Action Social of the Abeche prison to meet 
the women prisoners and their children. The objective of the mission was to assess the situation of 10 
women, one of whom is a 16 year-old minor, and six young children staying with their mothers in the prison. 
There are no refugees among the detained women.   
 
Three refuges are detained in Bahai prison. It is presumed that they will be judged according to traditional 
law. This implies the payment of the dia, which is the preferred way of resolving conflict by local authorities. 
 
Gender 
A sexual and gender-based violence coordination meeting was held on 20 January. The main topics included 
updating of the Action Plan on Gender and a review of the activities of different actors during the past year as 
well as weaknesses and lessons learned.  
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Relocation from Amboko to Gondjé   
During the period under review, 391 families of 1,473 individuals were relocated from Amboko site to Gondjé. 
To date, 555 families of 2,154 people have been installed in 39 clusters in this new site.  
 
Improving socio-economic standards in Danamadji 
A survey of the markets located in Danamadji’s neighboring communes and of the income generating 
activities at Yaroungou refugee site was carried out. The survey aims at the improvement of the socio-
economic standards of the local population and self-reliance of refugees. UNHCR is also exploring ways and 
means to assist refugees with transport in order to reach the markets at Sido, Maro and Sarh to sell their 
crops. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 18 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 51,194,023  


