
 
 
Daily brief on Cote d’Ivoire for Thursday 27 April 2007 
 
Highlights 
 

• Integrated Command Center will be operational tomorrow 
• Ivorian Military Chiefs attend Moroccan medal parade in Bouake 
• Governor of the Moyen Cavally suggests Ivorian Forces to hold joint patrols 

with the Impartial Forces 
 

 
Integrated Command Center 
 
The United Nations Operation in Cote d’Ivoire will participate on Friday in the 
groundbreaking operational inauguration of the Integrated Command Center (CCI) in the 
Ivorian capital of Yamoussoukro, along with the installation next Monday of the first 
mixed brigades of government and Forces Nouvelles gendarmerie in the western part of 
the country, UNOCI spokesman Hamadoun Toure said Thursday.  
 
“It’s our way of continuing our support of the progressive lifting of the Zone of 
Confidence,” Mr. Toure said during the weekly press conference at UNOCI’s 
headquarters in Abidjan. “Our withdrawal will take place in function of the arrival of the 
mixed Ivorian brigades.”  
 
“In the meantime, the impartial forces – UNOCI and Licorne – will continue to assure 
observation and surveillance missions and to support the mixed units formed by the  
Defense and Security Forces (FDS) and the Armed Forces of the New Forces,” he said.  
 
On Monday, two mixed, 24-men brigades will be installed in the western towns of 
Bangolo and Zéalé. Each will include 10 members of FDS and 10 of FAFN gendarmes, 
along with four members of UNPOL, the UN police force.  
 
Once the Ivorian units are able to assume control of circulation of people and goods, the 
impartial forces “will rearticulate their disposition, in function of the mission’s needs,” 
Mr. Toure added.  
 
Medal parade 
 
General Phillipe Mangou, Chief of Staff of the FDS-CI, General Soumalia Bakayoko, 
Chief of Staff of the FAFN, the UNOCI Deputy Force Commander Brigadier General 
Elhadji Mouhamadou Kandji all three presided over the Moroccan Battalions sixth medal 
parade in Bouaké this morning. A large ceremony honoring more than 750 soldiers and 
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Military Observers, including the Deputy Force Commander, who was decorated by the 
Head of Office of Sector East Mr. Fode Kamara, and the Military Spokesman of UNOCI 
Colonel Mustapha Dafir all received the UN Peacekeeping Medal for their service in 
Côte d’Ivoire today. The Chargé des Affaires  of the Embassy of Morocco, Mr. Haji 
Amal, was also present for the celebration.   
 
The ceremony took place on the tarmac of the UNOCI airport in Bouaké. General 
Mangou arrived by the road and General Bakayoko arrived with the Deputy Force 
Commander on a UN flight. The ceremony began with a traditional Ivorian dance and 
drumming as the guest took their positions on the stand of honour. Colonel Major 
Belkacem Amzaz, the Commander of the Moroccan Battalion welcomed the guests and 
gave an overview of the Moroccan Royal Army’s participation in UN peacekeeping 
missions which began in 1960. 
 
 
Joint patrols 
 
The Military Governor of Moyen Cavally region suggested joint patrolling by PAKABT, 
The defense and Security Forces of Cote d’Ivoire, the Armed Forces of the Forces 
Nouvelles inside the former Zone of Confidence. He also called on Impartial Forces to 
brief FDS and FAFN elements on salient aspects of their future responsibilities in the 
ZOC. He made the proposals during a meeting attended by BENINBAT and PAKBAT at 
his residence. 
 
Human Rights 
 
On 24 April, the Regional Human Rights Office in Bouaké investigated the rape of a 40-
year old woman, in the village of Kouassi-Kongokro (49 km South-East of Bouaké, in the 
former Zone of Confidence). The woman was allegedly attacked by two unknown armed 
men in uniform while going to the field with her children on 20 April. The Office met 
with the Chief of the village who confirmed the facts and with the nurse in the hospital of 
Brobo who treated the woman. The Office is following the case with the local authorities.  
 
On 24 April the Regional Human Rights Office in Bouaké reported the arrest and 
detention of a yam merchant, under the accusation of not having paid back the debt of an 
amount 3.500.000 FCFA accrued with one of his clients. The Office is following the case 
with the FN authorities posted at the Poste de Commandement Opérationnel (PCO).  
 
On 24 April, the Regional Human Rights Office in Duékoué conducted a sensitization 
campaign on human rights and violence against women in collaboration with the 
Direction Départementale of the Ministry of the Family and Social Affairs, the 
International Rescue Committee (IRC), the Duékoue office of the Ligue Ivoirienne des 
Droits de l’Homme (LIDHO) and the Daloa ONUCI Public Information Office (PIO) 
attended by two-hundred people. Among the participants were local women 
organizations, the Préfét of the region, the mayor of Duékoué, the leader of the traditional 
chiefs. In its opening remarks, the Office presented the mandate of the ONUCI human 
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rights division and recommended the establishment of a monitoring committee on the 
human rights situation.  
 
Following the intervention of the Regional Human Rights Office in Bouaké, two farmers 
from Soclo, who were detained at the Poste de Commandement Opérationnel (PCO) 
following a land dispute with stockbreeders (Peuhls) in Soclo, were released on 20 April. 
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