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 As expected, the Council of Ministers on 30 May approved a 90-day extension of the voter registration period 
until 15 September, endorsing the recommendation of the National Electoral Commission (CNE). The prolongation 
was welcomed by civil society and the main churches, with little contestation by opposition parties. However, 
concerns of a possible election delay persist, in face of the 3-month challenge to register an estimated three million 
voters from mainly remote rural areas. The coordinator of the Inter-Ministerial Commission for the Electoral Process 
(CIPE), Virgílio Fontes Pereira, however, publicly reassured the government’s commitment to hold general and 
presidential elections in 2008 and 2009. The Council of Ministers on 30 May also ruled that the Angolan diaspora 
would be excluded from the elections due to a lack of accurate data and adequate conditions to assure supervision 
over the voter registration; a decision that sparked off controversy. 

  The Cabinet determined an additional subsidy of USD 100’000 for each political party for the voter registration 
supervision. The Supreme Court is currently reevaluating the legal status of the political parties in accordance with the 
Electoral Law of 2005 that demands a minimum of 7’500 party members. On 26 June, the Supreme Court announced 
that 19 parties might face a ban due to irregularities in their registration procedures. Others will most likely follow in 
the near future. Small opposition parties protested against these measures to reduce the number of political parties at 
this stage of the process.   

  In a second evaluation report on the voter registration issued on 20 June, the National Platform of Angolan 
Civil Society for the Elections reiterated that cooperation between the CIPE and the Platform was generally good. The 
Platform however criticized the ongoing insufficient delivery of timely information on the itineraries of registration 
teams to civil society and political party observers. The report further confirmed that “parallel voter registrations” by 
some political parties have continued. The coordinator of the Platform warned that this kind of “moral coercion”, 
often borne by way of traditional authorities, may erode the voters’ trust in the elections process and foster political 
violence. Thus, the Platform suggested creating conflict prevention and management mechanisms at national, 
provincial and municipal level. The Civil Society Platform also advised the government to allow an external audit into 
the central electronic voter database. Broader dissemination of electoral laws and code of conducts in the interior was 
recommended by the Platform as well as by the Catholic Church. On 21-24 May, the Church held a Pro Pace congress 
on elections and democratization in Ntalantando (Kwanza Norte), thus pursuing an initiative that is to be extended to 
further 9 dioceses.  

  Meanwhile, there are first indications that abstention rates might be substantially higher than in the elections 
of 1992. A survey commissioned by the private weekly Semanário Angolense on general voter trends in Luanda 
pointed to an abstention level of 22.9%, an absolute majority for the ruling MPLA  (59.1 %) and only 16.1 for 
(unspecified) opposition parties.  

In the enclave of Cabinda, sporadic small-scale armed attacks by the remaining 
separatist FLEC-guerrilla have allegedly multiplied in May and June (see forceful 
events curve in the graph). According to unconfirmed reports, the Angolan Armed 
Forces launched a new offensive in late June in the north and allegedly from the 
territory of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Meanwhile, the official 
appointments for the posts granted to the Cabinda Forum for Dialogue (FCD) in the 
scope of the Memorandum of Understanding for Peace and Reconciliation in 
Cabinda (MOU) signed in 2006 continue to be awaited. The Prefect of the Vatican’s 
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Cardinal Ivan Dias, recognized 
during his visit to the enclave province in early July that divisions within the Catholic 
Church in Cabinda persist. The Catholic Church has not been able to settle its 
internal crisis so far, and the police have continued to respond to civil unrest staged 
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by Catholic youth groups protesting against the new bishop and the terms of 

     the MOU, with a series of detentions of alleged members of these groups.   
 On 17 May, Angola was elected member of the UN Human Rights Council for the period of 2007-2010. 
However, this diplomatic victory for the Angolan government was overshadowed by the launching of a report 
published by Human Rights Watch and the Angolan advocacy organization SOS-Habitat two days before, accusing the 
Angolan government for the forced eviction of an estimated 30’000 poor residents in Luanda from 2002-2006. The 
launching of the report at this occasion drew attention to increasing difficulties of national human rights NGOs in 
addressing the Angolan authorities directly. There are in fact indications of a hardening government discourse 
towards advocacy NGOs. In early May, the director of the Technical Coordination Unit for Humanitarian Aid (UTCAH) 
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of the Ministry for Social Assistance and Reintegration (MINARS), Pedro Walipi, announced the government’s 
intention to purge national and international NGOs who lack funding and “social impact” and fail to regularly deliver 
reports to and coordinate with the authorities. The will of the government to bring NGOs under closer control can be 
considered as a long-term post-conflict trend. However, another forced eviction operation on 25 June took place in the 
area “Comandante Gika” in Luanda due to a USD 470 million modern private construction project that had been 
launched in May on behalf of the President. The operation evicting 70 families was reportedly carried out by the 
military police and contested by NGOs. Subsequently, the discourse against NGOs became harsher in tone: On 10 July, 
Walipi accused foreign and national NGOs of working with opposition parties and inciting disobedience of the 
population, and threatened to ban and expel three national NGOs (SOS-Habitat, AJPD, Mãos Livres) and three foreign 
NGOs (Open Society, the National Democratic Institute/NDI and the International Republican Institute / IRI). For the 
first time, specific organizations were blamed and among them two US-based NGOs engaged in support for the 
elections. The vulnerability of Angolan human rights advocacy organizations in part derives from the lack of clarity of 
the Law on Associations from 1991 to define allowed “political” activities (Art. 8), and additionally from the fact that 
the Ministry of Justice has dragged on official approval of a number of NGOs for years. However, as a noteworthy 
development, public reactions to these threats were not only limited to the targeted NGOs themselves. In an open 
letter published in a private weekly on July 14, two senior members of ADRA -  the most influential and best-funded 
Angolan NGO with links to the ruling party MPLA - appealed to the President to encourage civil society and strongly 
condemned the UTCAH’s attitude against NGOs: “Criticism of the actions of the government or public institutions 
should not be confounded with a positioning in favor of opposition parties, the same way as partnerships with the 
government, as many NGOs have established during the past 15 years, cannot be seen as contrary to opposition 
parties (…) The State should see all citizens and organizations who detect and denounce acts against the law as 
allies, especially when the illegality is being committed under the cover of public institutions.”  

 The influential United States (US) think tank Council on Foreign Relations published a report in early May calling for 
a strengthening of US-Angolan relations on military, economic and political levels and a strong commitment to help 
fund Angola’s political and economic transition. The report recognizes the growing geo-strategic relevance of Angola, 
apparently echoing the views of the outgoing US Ambassador. With the China-Angola “honeymoon” transforming 
into a “more conventional relationship” - as a commentator in Africa Confidential put it -, the government of Angola 
has a strong interest in pursuing its strategy to diversify cooperation partnerships, among others to North and South 
Korea and India, as well as upgrading its partnership with the US. Angola aspires to gain eligibility to the Millenium 
Challenge Account and is expecting the approval of Trade Investments First Accord with the United States. The US 
Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Jendayi Frazer, during her visit to Angola at the end of May (for the 
second time since 2002), noted significant progress in economic recovery and reconstruction, however stressed the 
need for ongoing cooperation between Angola and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the holding of 
elections as scheduled. Despite the decision taken by the Angolan government in February not to pursue negotiations 
for an IMF stand-by agreement, an IMF delegation paid a consultation visit to Angola in May and published a positive 
report on Angola’s economic performance, with a staggering economic growth rate prevision of 31% in 2007. 

The extension of the voter registration is an important opportunity to step up civic education campaigning, 
especially in the less accessible areas in the interior where lack of information on the process continues to be a serious 
problem. However, anxiety among the political stakeholders is likely to increase. An authoritative ban of coercive 
practices would be strongly needed in order enhance the overall credibility of the process. As a new member of the 
UN Human Rights Council, the Angolan government will have to abide more scrutiny on its human rights 
performance. This is likely to be met with resistance within some sectors of the ruling MPLA. Approaching elections 
may reinforce attitudes of suspicion against NGOs that for the first time are engaged as electoral observers, while still 
depending on external funding. However, there are also other factors that might attenuate this trend: the government 
aspires to be a respected member of the UN Human Rights Council and wishes to strengthen its partnership with the 
United States, which have emphasized the need for capacity building of civil society organizations and political parties 
along with the state administration. Furthermore, ongoing coordination efforts of civil society organizations around 
the electoral process on provincial and national levels might contribute to counter-balancing the existing 
fragmentation of civil society. Meanwhile, in Cabinda, tensions are likely to increase in the short-term in view of the 
upcoming first anniversary of the peace accords signed on 1st of August 2006.  For the time being, in view of the 
ongoing low-intensity armed conflict, it seems that the government will attribute a rather low profile to the 
celebration, especially should the appointments of posts still be pending by then. 
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