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As the last late-planted rain fed sorghum crops are harvested, cereal yield estimates indicate a 
decrease from last year due to this year’s shorter than usual rainy season and damages from grain-
eating birds during the heading stage of their growing cycle.  Rice harvests are still in progress and 
most flood-recession crops have been planted.  However, farmers did not plant flood recession crops 
in many areas of Gorgol region, due to fear of infestations of pink stalk borers, straying animals and 
pressure from grain-eating birds.  While the locust situation remains calm, heavy pressure on off-
season crops from grain-eating birds continue, despite large-scale control programs.   
 
 
Conditions in the pastoral areas of central Mauritania (northern Brakna, northern Gorgol, central 

Trarza and Assaba) are beginning to deteriorate as a result of overgrazing and wind erosion. The pace of seasonal migration has 
picked up as herders and their animals search for better grazing lands and move closer to buyers in anticipation of the approaching 
Tabaski holiday (the Muslim Feast of Sacrifice).   
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Supplies of sorghum and millet on grain markets remain limited, due largely to the shortfall in local production and the small volume 
of grain trade with Senegal.  Transfers of Malian grain (from the 2004 and 2005 harvests) are picking up in border areas in the 
Southeast and in Nouakchott, keeping sorghum prices relatively stable, though prices on rural markets are trending upwards.  Markets 
around the country have ample supplies of imported foodstuffs whose prices show no change from November, except for the price of 
wheat, which is up by 10 UM.  Prices for small animals are up sharply from last month, though prices for large animals have begun to 
fall with the start-up of seasonal migration.   
 
The replenishment of Village-Level Food Security Reserves (SAVS) will help poor and middle-income households in areas posting 
production deficits (zones 5, 6 and 7) better cope during the upcoming lean period.   
 

Current hazards summary 
 

• The small volume of grain transfers from Senegal will likely increase food access issues in border and urban areas.   
• Straying animals, infestations of pink stalk borers and heavy pressure from grain-eating birds threaten flood-recession crop 

production levels.   
• Earlier than normal seasonal migration of small and large animals could heighten household food access problems for small-

scale herders and agropastoralists who engage mainly in crop farming.   
 

Status of crops 
 

Livelihoods Zones in Mauritania Most late-planted rainfed crops have been harvested and the harvest of irrigated crops 
continues. The size of “walo” or flood-recession crop areas planted in Fori Plain and 
Gorgol has decreased significantly compared to last year, due to the early arrival of 
migrating animals from the north, early sightings of pink stalk borers and heavy 
pressure from grain-eating birds on irrigated crops which have discouraged large 
numbers of farmers from planting.  Farmers planning to grow cold-season grain and 
cash crops are also worried by the low level of the river. With the failure of the 
Senegal River to reach flood stage, farm families in zone 7 will be unable to 
supplement their diet by growing flood-recession crops (maize, legumes, sweet 
potatoes, cowpeas and watermelons) along the riverbanks.  The lack of “walo” crops 
in southern Trarza and Brakna and western Gorgol means an earlier than usual start to 
the upcoming lean period.   
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Conditions in pastoral areas 
 

Conditions in pastoral areas of central and western Mauritania are beginning to deteriorate as a result of overgrazing and wind erosion. 
Brush fires in the South-Central and Southeastern parts of the country are also a continuing hazard.  Seasonal migration has already 
begun, with confirmed reports of animals heading towards the Malian border. There are increasingly large concentrations of animals 
in the Haddad Reserve (in southern Kaédi) and in northwestern Guidimakha (a border area between Maghama Department and 
Wompou District). Migratory herds in the eastern part of the country (Assaba, Hodh El Chargui and Hodh El Gharbi) which had been 
sticking to their usual migration routes up until November are now heading towards Mali, with their departure hastened by the arrival 
of migrating animals from the West (northern Gorgol, northern Assaba) and the North (Tagant, Adrar and Inchiri). Despite these early 
movements, current animal health conditions are generally good. 
 

Plant health conditions 
 

The locust situation remains calm, but the grain-eating birds continue to threaten rain fed and off-season crops, despite the 
implementation of control programs.  Infestations of pink stalk borers affecting flood-recession crops have prompted farmers to 
abandon their fields and to forgo planting “walo” crops in Gorgol and in some lowland areas in Aftout.  There are also reports of 
grasshopper infestations on seedlings in some lowland areas. 
 

Food security conditions 
 

 The current food situation is normal for this 
time of year, with pockets of food insecurity, 
particularly in farming areas (zone 6) 
agropastoral areas (zone 5), the central and 
northern reaches of the Senegal River Valley 
and enclave areas in the north (Adrar and 
Inchiri). The mounting of the second phase 
of the SAVS (village-level food security 
reserve) program should help stabilize 
conditions, and the increased demand for and 
rebounding prices of small animals (+3000 
UM) as the Tabaski holiday approaches 
should improve terms of trade for herders 
and agropastoralists.  Herders of large 
animals, however, may face difficulties with 
the earlier than usual start-up of seasonal 
migratory movements.  The need for 
sedentary households and herders to 
replenish their food supplies has also 
increased sales of large animals, causing 
their prices to fall (-20,000 UM from 
November).   

Figure 1: Trends in terms of trade on the Boghé market   
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Imports of Malian grain are picking up but 
remain limited to left-over millet and sorghum crops from 2004 and 2005.  Though down slightly from last month (-10 UM for millet, 
with no change in sorghum prices), the prices of these imports are still well above wheat prices which, themselves, are up by 10 UM.  
Though this is the post-harvest period in Senegal, grain imports are limited exclusively to rice, due to poor cereal production in that 
country. Improvement in the purchasing power of Mauritanian herders (Figure 1) could therefore be short-lived without a pick-up in 
cross-border trade. 

Source: FEWS NET Mauritania

 
 

Recommendations 
 

1. Set up a control program for the pink stalk borer (Sesamia Calamistis) now invading many crop-producing areas. 
2. Strengthen the control program for grain-eating birds, in conjunction with Mali and Senegal. 
3. Maintain ongoing assistance programs while, at the same time, improving targeting activities and synchronizing field 

operations by all interested stakeholders (the CSA, WFP, UNICEF, FAO, Ministry of Rural Development and Environment 
and certain on-site NGOs), focusing on at-risk areas (in the central and western River Valley, southern and western Aftout 
and southeastern Hodh Ec Chargui). 

4. Set up a joint monitoring system for pockets of food insecurity by strengthening cooperation by all food security monitoring 
agencies (the Food Security Commission, the Ministry of Rural Development and Environment, the Commission for Human 
Rights, the Struggle Against Poverty and Inclusion, the WFP, FEWS NET, etc.)   

5. Conduct a joint food security assessment mission with the assistance of FEWS NET and other regional programs. 

 


