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BEEJ team based in Regional Office Musakahil visited District Barkhan on 22nd July 2010 and a rapid 
assessment was carried out. Barkhan district is at 40 KM distance from the regional office of BEEJ and BEEJ is 
currently implementing an EC funded Food Security Project with partnership of OXFAM Novib in District 
Barkhan. 
  
Background: 
District Barkhan is located between 290 37’ and 300 21’ N and 690 3’ and 700 4’ E. The area of this district is 
3411 sq km. It is bounded in the north by Musakhel district, in the east by Dera Ghazi Khan District (Punjab 
province), in the South by Dera‐Bugti and in the West by Kohlu and Loralai. Barkhan Town is the 
headquarters of this district, which is about 1215 meters above sea level. 
 
Barkhan district falls in the Monsoon range of Pakistan along with Sulaiman Mountain Range, under the 
normal weather pattern the rains start from mid of June till August and over the past years recorded average 
rainfall in the area has been 165.51 Millimeters in peek rainfall period of July. 
 
Torrential rains have been pouring down since early July but the quantity was relatively low. On the night 
between 21st and 22nd July heavy rain started at 11.30 pm and continued till 4.00 am.  
 
The delay action Hann Dam at Bibartak 10 KMs away from Barkhan town, which was constructed in 2001, 
was breached due to heavy rain and non‐maintenance causing a flash flood at 01:00 AM on 22nd July, 2010.  
 
The major part of flash flood started from the breach in Hann damn, contributed by runoff water from hills 
and torrents. The flood moved from Hann to Nikri, Loma Zehri, Narkot, Singhali, Vatakari and Jabhar after 
this point the flood water lost its intensity and got spread over the plains. The Hann stream and Dhola 
stream meet at Vatakari which also intensified the flood. 
 
Damages: 
Human losses are reported at 14 out of which 12 have been buried while 2 dead bodies are stuck in 
unreachable places. Most of the dead are women and children belong from the Masori sub‐caste of Marri 
tribe. It is estimated that more than 25 people are still missing. These figures are collected from the nearby 
areas of Barkhan town; information is still coming from far flung areas affected by the flash flood. It is 
estimated that more than 30 settlement villages have been washed away. 
 
Livestock losses are estimated at 2500 sheep and goats. While an area of estimated 3000 acres has been 
damaged, out of this 1000 acres was cultivated and had standing crops of tomatoes, chilies, cotton and other 
vegetables that have been washed away or buried under debris. In numbers the financial figure of damage is 
estimated around 100 Millions Pak Rupees. 
 
Road network was already in a devastated state but even the remains of road have been washed away and 
bridges have been damaged. The Nar Bridge has been damaged cutting off road linkage between Barkhan 
and Kohlu District.  
 
Relief Needs: 
The number of directly affected people is estimated at 5000 comprising of 418 households. The immediate 
relief required based on the needs of the people is as below: 
 

1. Drinking Water 
2. Food 
3. Kitchen Utensils 
4. Transitional Shelter 

 
 



Steps Taken by Local Administration: 
So far local people have been working on self help basis and recovering dead bodies, no relief has been 
provided yet by government. Frontier Corps has its base camp in Barkhan town and the Commandant Col. 
Umer has conducted site visits of affected areas but his focus remained mostly for the FC outposts of and the 
troops stationed there. 

Pictures of the Flash Flood Affected Areas 
 
 

 
 

View of devastation by Hunn stream, the road is washed away and on the far right is the settlement from 
which 9 people have died. 

 
 

 
A flood victim is offering prayers on what was left of once existent road. 

 



 
The 12 graves of flood victims whose bodied were recovered by the end of 22nd July, 2010. 

 

 
View of damaged Narr Bridge connecting Barkhan with Kohlu District. 

 



 
View of the breach in the Hunn Damn from where water created havoc on its way downstream. 

 

 
Dead bodies of flood victims mostly women and children. 

 



 
14 year old Ganwar and 12 year Liaqat old who lost their entire family, miraculously surviving the flood 

 
 

 


