
 

 

 
Situation Report No. 4 

Belize – Tropical Storm Matthew 
 
This situation report is based on information received from the National Emergency 
Management Organization (NEMO), 7:00 a.m. briefing of the NEOC. 
 
Situation 
1. As of this 6:00 a.m. this morning TS Matthew is located at a 102 miles ESE of Punta 
Gorda Town with sustained winds of 45 miles per hour and moving at 16 miles per hour.  TS 
Matthew maintained its status as a Storm and not as a depression as was projected after landfall 
last night; expected landfall is on Saturday at approximately 4:00 p.m.  The MET Department is 
maintaining the 6 to 12 inches of rain with possibility of 18 inches; however it is expected to 
reduce by the next bulletin.   
 
2. Conditions are expected to deteriorate with squally conditions and most rains are 
expected for the southern part of the country from Dangriga to Punta Gorda; sea conditions are 
expected to continue deteriorate significantly.  
 
3. Rivers have started to rise and the monitoring of rivers is in effect by NEMO personnel 
as they are expecting countrywide flooding due to the amount of rain being generated by TS 
Matthew.  The bypass at Kendall as of 7:15 a.m. this morning recorded that water was 4 feet 9 
inches below; however it is rising at the rate of  2 inches every 15 minutes which is of concern 
as the river is rising rapidly. 
 
4. A Coast Guard vessel is currently lost at sea as they departed since 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. las 
night from Hunting Caye en route to Punta Negra to evacuate 12 persons and take them to Punta 
Gorda.  The people have already been evacuated by the BDF but the Coast Guard vessel is still 
lost at sea; the search and rescue team are actively looking for the coast guard vessel. 
 
National   Response 
 
5. NEMO has activated the Second Phase, and we are currently under RED1-WATCH and 
a TS watch has been called for the northern coast of the country and a Tropical Storm warning 
has been called from Belize City to the Southern part of Belize. 
 
6. NEMO has started to evacuate people from Trio, Swasey, Bladen and Monkey River to 
Bella Vista.  People from Punta Negra will be relocated to Punta Gorda and residents from Seine 
Beight will be relocated to Delille Academy in Dangriga.  Residents from Mullins River are 
being relocated to the Hope Creek Government School and shelters in the Southside of Belize 
City will be opened for people living in low lying areas under vulnerable conditions.   
  
7. A small craft warning is still in effect for the coastal waters of Belize and artisanal 
fishermen are being advised to seek safe harbour. NEMO Search and Rescue Sub-committee 
have informed of pre-positioned vessels in northern Belize and vessels ready for deployment in 
the event of an emergency. 
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8. NEMO will start to position boats in strategic areas in preparation of flood conditions.  
The Shelter Committee and the Relief Supplies Committee have initiated preparation of shelters 
and supplies for down south as a preventative measure in the event that the crossing at Kendall 
is cut off and impassable.  
 
 
International Response 
 
The UN System remains alert and acts to continue its monitoring of the situation. The system 
stands to support national efforts of preparedness if requested. 
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