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ignificant events 
O - Forum of Civil Society Organisations in West Africa met in Accra from 10 to 13 

, as a prelude to the ECOWAS summit on 19 January, to discuss issues relating to human 
, circulation of arms and the role played by civil society organisations in the fight against 
iferation of small arms. The FOSCAO meeting agreed that more efforts should be placed 
enting and managing conflicts as well as to strengthen the civil society initiatives dealing 
 circulation and usage of small arms and light weapons. More than 157 NGOs and civil 
organisations from 15 ECOWAS countries participated in the meeting. 
ECOWAS summit itself – the 28th of its kind, the President of Niger, M. Mamadou 
was elected as the new President of the organization. He succeeded John Kufuor, the 
t of Ghana. 
rth African Union summit took place on 30 and 31 January in Abuja, Nigeria. The 
f State adopted a defence and non aggression act and agreed to increase efforts to fight 
y illnesses that currently are hampering the development of the African continent. 
ited Nations Office for West Africa (UNOWA) mandate has been extended until 31 
er 2007. The Office, which was established in 2001, is engaged in promoting peace, 
, development and strengthening the efforts of the regional organisations in West Africa. 

OLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 

NA FASO 
 system in Burkina Faso agreed at a seminar on 10 January 2005 to advance the United 
 Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) covering the period 2006 to 2010. 
n the Common Country Assessment (CCA) the UNDAF will reinforce the synergies of 
 interventions in the country. The UNDAF is harmonised with the national Poverty 
on Strategy Paper and the objectives of the Millennium Development Goals reflecting the 
s and development strategies of the Government for the coming years. 
the overall umbrella of the UNDAF, the country programmes of WFP and UNDP were 
d at a workshop on 21 January. It is further envisaged that the country programmes of 

F and UNFPA will be presented on 15 February 2005. 

IA 
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A curfew was declared by the government in the district of Maryland (south East of Liberia) 
following rumours that ritual mutilations and killings had taken place. The police and UNMIL 
have subsequently reinforced the patrols in the district. 
On 23 January a protest took place against the proposed reduction of assistance to displaced 
Liberians. The assistance which is envisaged to facilitate the return of the displaced persons 
following the country’s civil war will be reduced due to financial problems faced by the 
government. 
UNMIL has launched an appeal for funding of US$ 246 million for its previewed operations 
in 2005 to assist in the: 

- Organisation of national elections in October 2005;  
- facilitate the return of more than 500.000 displaced persons; repatriation of more than 

300.000 Liberians before the October elections;  
- rehabilitation and reintegration of 100.000 ex combatants and the restructuring of the 

army and security forces. 
An urgent appeal has also been launched to assist the rehabilitation of more than 4.000 ex 
combatants enrolled in secondary schools programs facing expulsion due to lack of funds to cater 
for promised school education. 
 
NIGER 
To better face the instability in the north of the country, the Niger army has reinforced its 
operational capacity at the border areas to increase security and to counter alleged terrorist 
insurgent infiltration from the north by the Groupes Salafistes pour le combat et la Predication 
(GSCP) based in Algeria. In line with the strengthened presence of the Army, 150 elite soldiers 
will be trained by the American military forces to monitor, counter and halt the infiltrations. 
 
BENIN 
A section of the movement against the proliferation of small arms in West Africa (MALAO) was 
installed in Benin on 30 December 2004. An office was opened on 7 January 2005 with the aim 
to fight the fabrication, circulation and possession of illegal arms in Benin and in the sub-region. 
The office will likewise work for the advancement of human rights, peace, public awareness and 
application of national and international legal frameworks addressing the issue of human security. 
 
NIGERIA 
Some hospitals in the country participating in a more than 7 weeks strike due to lack of accrued 
salary payments began functioning again on 23 January even though salaries to staff members 
still have not been paid. Other hospitals, in Abuja continue their strike as the staff have not yet 
benefitted from the 22% salary increase that they have been promised. 
 
BENIN-NIGERIA 
The authorities of Benin and Nigeria have set up a patrol mechanism to fight the cross border 
crime taking place between the two countries and to secure the region from bandits taking 
advantage of the porous border. A base will be set up in Krake, on the Benin side from where the 
activities will be coordinated. Secondary bases will likewise be set in the two countries. 
 
 
 
GUINEE BISSAU 
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The non payment of accumulated salaries to the military battalion deployed in Liberia in 2003-
2004, which later became the pretext for a military mutiny in October 2004, is being settled. 
Assisted by the international community more than US$ 909.253 have been donated to the 
government to pay US$ 400 each to the 650 strong army contingent. 
 
SENEGAL 
The African Strategic and Peace Research Group has initiated a study on peace and human 
security in Bondou and the trans-border areas at the eastern part of Senegal. The research will 
focus on the circulation of small arms, movement of cattle and bandits. Bondou constitutes the 
largest entry point of immigrants from neighbouring countries its borders however remain largely 
uncontrolled. There is therefore a need to strengthen the border control and agree on a regional 
communication and collaboration strategy between the local immigration control authorities. 
During 2004 19 persons were injured by antipersonnel mines in the countryside of Senegal, 
especially in Casamance, leaving 4 death and 15 injured. Since the outbreak of violence in the 
southern region of Senegal, 659 people, especially women and children have been victims to 
mine related accidents. Following the peace agreement for the Casamance region, plans by the 
Senegalese army are underway to advance the demining of the region. 
 
MAURITANIA 
The initial criminal court proceedings in Wad Naga to review the charges brought against 195 
militants and civilians accused of participating in coup plots against the Mauritanian Government 
was completed on 31 January. The deliberations will be continued later in February 2005. 
Two children, aged 9 and 13 were killed by an antipersonnel mine in the village of Zouerate, (900 
km north east of Nouakchott). It is estimated that between 50.000 and 100.000 mines are still 
uncovered in the desert areas in the north of the country. 
 
III  The Humanitarian situation and response mechanisms 
A. Coordination 
The monthly humanitarian coordination meeting took place on 31 January 2005. The meeting 
benefited from the participation of Mr Joao Bernado Honwana, the Representative of the UN 
Secretary General and the head of the UN political mission to Guinea Bissau (UNOGBIS). Mr. 
Honwana presented his view on the socio-political and humanitarian situation in Guinea Bissau. 
The meeting noted that FAO had sent a mission to the country to review the impact of the desert 
locust invasion. Other issues raised were the envisaged regional protection activities, the review 
of the 2005 CAP and the regional security preparedness and setup. 
The meeting noted that humanitarian coordination would be strengthened in Burkina Faso, 
Guinea Bissau and Mauritania with the deployment of National Humanitarian Affairs Officers. 
The meeting was also pleased to note that the OCHA RSO would be implementing a Information 
Management Unit to better coordinate the humanitarian action within the region. 
 
B. Protection / Human rights 

Protection • 
The Regional Protection Initiative for West Africa met on 25 January to discuss the organisation 
of a public debate on humanitarian access envisaged to take place on 3 February as well as to 
discuss the concept and the implementation of the protection action plan. During the meeting, the 
members agreed that a humanitarian film week would take place in Dakar in the month of March 
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2005 and that a protection data base would be established under the auspices of OCHA’s regional 
office. 
 
C. Health / Water / Sanitation 

• 

• 

• 

                                                

Cholera 
A cholera epidemic has caused 15 deaths in Asaba, the capital of the Nigerian Delta, following 
consumption of river water due to shortfalls in portable water to cover the town’s need. A 
medical team has been sent to the area by the government to improve the quality of drinking 
water and to replenish medical stocks. Between September and December 2004 1.616 cases of 
cholera were recorded in Nigeria resulting in 126 deaths. The worst affected states: Kano and 
Edo saw 1.316 cases with 16 deaths; and 300 cases and 50 deaths respectively. Efforts are being 
undertaken by WHO, Global Charity and Medicins sans Frontieres to support the elimination of 
the disease. 

Polio 
A reduction in the spread of Polio has been registered in 8 African countries1, in which the virus 
has been noted. This news was shared by the health ministers of the concerned countries at a 
meeting held by WHO in Geneva on 13 January 2005. The convened ministers agreed to strive 
towards the continued implementation of the vaccination programs in 25 countries to successful 
eradicate the disease in the Africa by the end of 2005. The current campaign expects to 
administer the vaccine to more than 80 million children. 

Measles 
Measles continue to be a big public health problem in Niger despite the fact that it is possible to 
vaccinate against the disease. Last year more than 63.000 cases with 419 deaths were registered 
causing. To counter the high morbidity and mortality rates among children, a vaccination 
program has been organised to vaccinate more than 5 million children at the age between 9 
months and 14 years. 
 
D. Food security (status of the desert locust invasion) 
According to FAO’s analyses of the desert locust invasion in the northern and western part of 
Africa, the situation is improving steadily for the first time in 14 months, as the results of the 
treatment and control operations are becoming visible. 
In Mauritania the control operations have ceased completely and in The Gambia and in 
southern Senegal limited control operations continue against few immature swarms. In Guinea 
Bissau and in northwest Guinea immature rose desert locusts have been reported, and measures 
are being taken to eradicate this scourge before important damage will be done on the cashew nut 
trees that currently are in flower and to prevent the crickets to lay eggs in the countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Niger, Nigeria, Egypt, Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, Central African Republic, Sudan and Chad 
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essaims groupes d'ailés  

Des essaims immatures sont toujours présents en 
Afrique du Nord-Ouest. Des essaims de plus petite taille 
sont présents en Gambie, dans le sud du Sénégal et en 
Guinée Bissau. Quelques essaims sont en ponte dans le 
nord-est du Soudan. 

 
The humanitarian impact of the invasion is however still very serious, and it has been estimated 
that more than 9 million people2 in the region has been affected by the locust. Both FAO and 
WFP have developed projects to mitigate the impact and to ameliorate the food security situation 
and the livelihood for the most affected populations, especially in Mauritania, Niger and Mali. 
 
Funding Summary 
At the end of January 2005, FAO has received US$65 million in cash, to which FAO has added 
US$6.2 million of its own funds. US$8.4 million has been pledged but not yet received and 
further US$1.3 million is currently being negotiated with donors. 
 
IV CAP 2005 
4.1 Revision 
OCHA is in collaboration with its humanitarian partners in the process of producing an 
addendum to the 2005 CAP for West Africa to integrate programs that addresses the effects of 
the desert locust scourge that has affected the region. The revised CAP will appeal for more than 
US$ 189 million to assist the more than 9 million persons affected by the desert locusts and the 
2.5 million people affected by the regions ongoing slow onset emergencies either as refugees, 
IDP’s or TCN’s. 
 
4.2 RESSOURCES MOBILIZED FOR THE 2005 CAP 
 
Organization  Initial 

requirement
Resources 
mobilized

Gap % covered

CREAF 93 000 0 93 000 0,0%

                                                 
2 Figures are based on FAO Regional Emergency Coordination Unit statistics dated 31 January 2005, 
compiled from the region’s governments, CILSS, UN and NGO assessments undertaken during the last 
few months. The figures are adjusted on an ongoing basis. 
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FAO 660 000 0 660 000 0,0% 
GPI 541 000 0 541 000 0,0%
IFRC 257 544 0 257 544 0,0%
IOM 1 729 504 0 1 729 504 0,0%
OCHA 3 481 494 250,000 3 231494 7,18%
UNDP 230 500 0 230 500 0,0%
UNESCO 1 265 000 0 1 265 000 0,0%
UNFPA 1 161 500 0 1 161 500  0,0%
UNICEF 8 327 122 0 8 327 122 0,0%
UNODC 615 850 0 615 850 0,0%
WFP 125 094 945 0 125 094 945 0,0%
WHO 8 822 640 0 8 822 640 0,0%
GRAND TOTAL 152 280 099 250 000 152 030 099 0,16%

 
Summary of Requirements and Contributions - By Appealing Organisation as of 31 January 2005 
 
V. CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR THE MONTS OF FEBRUARY 2005 
 
Date Event Place Structure Contact  
30 Jan – 02 Feb 2005 Mission to Mauritania/ 

workshop on the 
management of natural 
disasters 

Mauritania Government  

12 - 18 Feb 2005  DPA mission Guinea 
Bissau 

Guinea Bissau UNOWA  

22 Feb 2005 Protection Meeting Dakar, Senegal OCHA thierno@irinnews.org,  
24 Feb 2005 Humanitarian 

Coordination Meeting 
Dakar, Senegal OCHA   

 
For more information please do not hesitate to contact: 
Mr.Hervé Ludovic de Lys, Head of Office, OCHA Dakar, tel : (221) 867 27 50,  
e-mail : delys1@un.org  
Mme. Ute Kollies, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Dakar, tel : (221) 867 27 52 
e-mail : kollies@un.org  
Mr. Karsten Skovgaard, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Dakar, tel : (221) 867 27 57,  
e-mail : skovgaard@un.org 
Mme Katy D. Thiam, Information Officer, OCHA Dakar tel : (221) 867 27 54 ,  
e-mail : thiamk@un.org  
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