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This report is created to provide an overview of  
UNICEF actions in Sudan in November and        
December 2006.  It covers work throughout the 
country and focuses on themes and programmes. It 
does not attempt to report on every activity under-
taken but rather to provide an overall picture of   
UNICEF programming toward its larger vision for 
Sudan.   

 

UNICEF envisions a Sudan where girls and boys are healthy, receiving quality  
education and where their communities, their legal systems and their  

government nurture and protect their rights. 

Sudanese children enjoyed greater protection from preventable illness and increased 
access to health care in 2006 due in part to timely and effective response to disease 

outbreaks of Yellow Fever, Meningitis and Cholera and ongoing work with partners in 
the health sector, particularly government. There were also no cases of Polio          

reported in the country as a result of successful rounds of National Immunization 
Days for polio targeting a total of about 8.5 million children and achieving over 95% 

coverage in each round. To combat Malaria, over 57,500 women and children in 
Southern Sudan and some 600,000 in the North were protected through the           

distribution of long-lasting insecticide treated bed nets.  

Photo above:  Community Radio Listening Groups  - 
see page 14 

Cover  image:  Children in UmSirdiba School, South 
Kordofan 
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Darfur Overview  
 
Insecurity  
Breaches of the ceasefire provisions of the Darfur 
Peace Agreement (DPA) continued in November 
and December. November saw the build up of  
militia rumoured to be supported by the Govern-
ment of Sudan (GoS) and increased fighting  
between rebel groups. Fighting broke out around 
El Fasher, North Darfur, between different tribes 
following the visit of  Minni Minnawi—the leader of 
the only rebel group to sign the DPA and senior 
assistant to the President— to some camps for 
internally displaced people (IDPs).  
 
IDP Movements and Camp Insecurity 
Humanitarian relocations from Sileia, Sanidadi 
and Beida in West Darfur and Muzbat in North 
Darfur affected some 120,000 conflict-affected 
people (including 35,000 IDPs) in November. 
There were three major population displacements 
from Jebel Marra (10,000 people), Ed Daein 
(21,000 people), and Birmaza area (30,000  
people).  Camp populations increased as civilians 
fled aerial and ground attacks. But security in IDP 
camps was also compromised with the presence 
of firearms and several daytime hijacking attempts 
of humanitarian vehicles inside the camps.  
 
In two separate instances unexploded ordinance 
were found in Beirah and Habasha, North Darfur, 
resulting in the deaths of two children and one 
women and injuries to four other children. 
 
Delivery of Humanitarian Aid in jeopardy  
Civilians are not the only casualty of the increased 
violence. Humanitarian workers and aid assets 
are also under threat. The hijacking of vehicles 
and looting of aid supplies has become common. 
As a result of food looting and insecurity, the  

distributions in the Um Baro cluster were  
suspended. In December, following a major attack 
by unknown fighting groups on aid agency  
vehicles and office equipment in Gereida, S.  
Darfur, aid workers belonging to these agencies 
were relocated. The withdrawal of Government 
WES staff has had a negative impact on water 
supply interventions for the 128,000 IDPs residing 
in Gereida camp. The relocation of aid workers 
from Gereida brought the numbers of humanitar-
ian staff moved in December to a record 400. The 
relocations are the highest in one month since the 
humanitarian operation in Darfur began in 2004. 
NGOs working in Ed Daein, South Darfur, have 
also evacuated staff for the first time since the  
beginning of the Darfur crisis.  A number of  
agencies have temporarily suspended their  
activities and are only responding to urgent  
problems with the water systems.    
 
Three Government WES staff and the driver of a 
rented vehicle abducted on 28 October in El Sunt 
location, Um Gunyan area (41 Km on Nyala -
Greida road) were released on 8 November.  
However, another five are still missing. Efforts 
continue to locate them and secure their release. 
 
Hybrid UN/AU forces for Darfur 
At the end of December, the  UN Security Council 
welcomed the Sudanese government’s willingness 
to accept the deployment of a joint African Union-
UN force in Darfur, as part of a UN three-phase 
peace plan agreed at a high-level meeting in 
Ethiopia last November and at a 30 November 
meeting of the AU Peace and Security Council in 
Abuja, Nigeria.  

 

Additional information on programme re-
sponse can be found in the programme up-
dates.  
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Southern Sudan Overview 
 
Fighting between the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA) and the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) 
broke out in Malakal town in Upper Nile State on 
28 November, with an estimated 150 fatalities. 
Following this first clear breach of the  
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), 13  
UNICEF staff were relocated on 29 November and 
the security level in Malakal was raised to Level 3. 
A subsequent ceasefire was brokered by the UN 
on 1 December. SAF, SPLA and UNMIS  set up a 
buffer zone between the two forces with an  
UNMIS military force in place. All sides agreed 
that only military personnel in patrol or on other 
duties in Malakal would carry firearms. By the end 
of December, Malakal remained tense but calm.  
A ceiling of 55 UN staff was maintained.  At the 
writing of this report, the airport was under SAF 
control and was being used by the UN, but access 
was restricted to essential staff only.   
  
In Rumbek, a curfew remained in place in Novem-
ber although it was relaxed from 1700  to 2000 
hours (through 0600) at the end of the month.  
Disarmament of the general population continued 
and a joint mobilization exercise was carried by 
the governors of Lakes and Warrap States.  
  
Wau town was stable during the reporting period. 
However, as a precautionary measure, all UN staff 
were advised to restrict their movement at night 
and to maintain a low profile.  
  
In Juba town, UN Security issued a curfew for UN 
staff from 2300 hours to dawn on 30 November as 
police and SPLA conducted night patrols in  
response to the threat posed by armed gunmen.  
Due to an increase in the number of sexual  
assaults and other forms of serious harassment in 
the town,  UN staff were recommended not to 
walk after dark. At the end of December, security 
was still tense. Drunk and ill-disciplined soldiers 
remained the main concern however curfew and 
combined military/police patrols helped keep 
things relatively quiet. UN staff travel to Juba was 
restricted to essential only.  
 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) Peace Talks 
 
In the second week of November, a delegation 
from the Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS)-
sponsored Juba peace talks met with LRA leaders 

in RiKwangba, Western Equatoria. Following this 
and a confidence-building visit by politicians and 
citizens from northern Uganda, positive state-
ments about peace and return were made by the 
LRA leader Joseph Kony. Jan Egeland, the UN 
Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs 
also met with Kony and other members of the LRA 
command in Rikwangba. UNICEF, as a member 
of the mediation team, advised on child protection 
issues. The LRA expressed interest in sending 
children to school in the assembly sites and in 
northern Uganda. However, the LRA suspended 
talks in late November after the army allegedly 
attacked a rebel unit and killed three fighters. 
There were unconfirmed rumours that LRA and 
Ugandan forces had clashed near the Equatoria/
Uganda border. The talks resumed on 16          
December.   

 
Cholera Response 
 
UNICEF and the Ministries of Health, state  
ministries, WHO, Government WES and WASH 
units in the North and South respectively  
responded successfully to the nationwide Acute 
Watery Diarrhoea (AWD)/Cholera outbreak. AWD 
response supplies (medical supplies, medication, 
I.V. fluids and ORS) were pre-positioned in many 
states. Training of health workers on sanitation 
and health education was also conducted,  
together with the provision of monitoring and  
technical support.  By November, there was a  
remarkable reduction in AWD/cholera cases.  
According to the weekly bulletin released by the 
Federal Ministry of Health, North Sudan, only 
nine cases without death were reported in the 
North: one in North Darfur, three in Gedaref and 
five in Sennar State. The cumulative number of 
cases as of 29 November 2006 was 9,677 cases 
with 351 deaths (Case Fatality Rate of 3.6%). To 
ensure a holistic response, UNICEF and partners 
responded in three sectors, water/sanitation, 
health, and communication.  In North Sudan, 12 
states were affected; water/sanitation activities 
resulted in the protection of an estimated 
4,360,797 people through the provision of safe 
water by chlorination of 2,163 water points, and 
support to sanitation and hygiene promotion in 
Darfur, North and South Kordofan, Kassala,  
Gedaref, and Khartoum States. Blue Nile, Red 
Sea and the Northern States had no outbreaks. 
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The health sector in North Sudan focused on 
case management which included treatment of all 
severely dehydrated patients and referrals.   
Supplies such as soap were distributed in con-
junction with fact sheets. In partnership with the 
Khartoum State Health Promotion Department 
and World Vision a total of 23,000 households 
were reached with messages, health education 
and hygiene promotion activities.  Broadcast of 
radio spots continued on state radios including 
Khartoum, Kassala, Gedaref, Kadugli, El Obeid, 
and El Fula ensuring community vigilance on the 
prevention, treatment and control of AWD/cholera.   
 
In Southern Sudan the WASH sub-committee 
of the Cholera Task Force lead by UNICEF was 
revived in order to provide support in the face of 
resurgence in various locations. In early  
November the taskforce mapped the affected 
areas in Juba and began organizing  
responsibilities for ensuring safe water supply, 
repair and chlorination of hand pump wells.  
Activities included the distribution of water  
purification tablets at household level and an  
intensive social mobilization campaign through 
the media. One hundred and fifty volunteers be-
gan house-to-house visits and four oral re-
hydration ‘corners’ were established.  A hundred  
wheelbarrows and 100 rakes were provided to the 
Ministry of Health to assist in rubbish collection 
across the Southern Sudan capital. In order to 
provide clean drinking water for 12,000 people, 
UNICEF and MEDAIR installed Emergency  
Surface Water Treatment systems at two key 
 locations . The operation and maintenance teams 
have been trained and have started operating the 
system each of which supplies at least 120,000 
litres per day. Extra pressure has been put on this 
community as people from Gumbo village across 
the River Nile have moved here following insecu-
rity. Other supplies including chlorine tabs and 
granules have been pre-positioned in Juba and 
other regional hubs. In Kaldak village in northern 
Jonglei, following an assessment of the situation, 
UNICEF assisted with the establishment of a 
treatment camp, two cholera kits, ringer lactate 
solution and oral re-hydration salts. Bucket chlori-
nation of water from the Nile was conducted in 
Malakal. UNICEF supported a team of 40 Red 
Crescent volunteers to ensure safe water avail-
ability. Some 43,200 chlorine tablets were pro-
vided to the team daily, sufficient to disinfect 
216,000 litres of water to suffice 10,800 people at 
20 litres ppd. 

HEALTH UPDATE 
 
Immunization Activities 
In North Sudan, overall routine immunisation was 
lower in 2006 due to problems of access.  
Nevertheless, measles cases reduced from 995 
cases in 2005 to 392 in 2006 (October); and 32 
out of 58 localities with low coverage in 2005 
achieved 80% coverage in 2006. During the  
reporting period, accelerated immunization  
campaigns for all EPI antigens were conducted in 
North and West Darfur, in localities with low cover-
age. Krenik, Mornie, Masteri, Habila, Fur Baranga, 

Aishbara, Kulbus,Beida and El Geneina in West 
Dafrur targeted an estimated 18,000 children  
under 1. In North Darfur the focus was on give 
Government of Sudan controlled localities target-
ing 7,000 under one year for 90% coverage.  
 
Meningitis Response 
In response to seven reported cases of meningitis 
in Yambio County, Western Equatoria State, 
Southern Sudan, in November, UNICEF and 
WHO together with other partners launched a  
vaccination campaign targeting some 90,000  
people. Only 29,605 people (30% of the target) 
were vaccinated, largely due to lack of access. 
The balance of the 100,000 vaccines supplied by 
UNICEF is stored in the UNICEF supported  
Yambio cold chain store. Plans are underway to 
restart activities in the next few months.  
 
Mass Measles Campaign (MMC) 
In Southern Sudan, the Mass Measles Campaign 
(MMC) was re-started in Wau County on 20  
November. Initial results were disappointing, with 
only 21,067 children immunized in the first four 
days. Social mobilisers and cold chain assistants 
in Yambio, Wau, Koch and Malakal were trained 
with UNICEF support in mid-2006 and had the  
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opportunity to utilise their newly acquired skills, 
and an extension of the campaign by 4 days  
resulted in an increase to 57,264.  A mini survey 
in the two payams of Wau County at the end of  
November indicated 95.6% coverage. From 12-19 
December, a total of 207,770 children were  
vaccinated in five other counties.   

MMC teams in Kajokeji and Yei in Central  
Equatoria have started preparations for the MMC  
campaign in early 2007. This includes working 
with local authorities and other partners to raise 
awareness about the campaign, identify personnel 
and train them, install cold chain equipment and 
pre-position supplies ready to vaccinate from 
about the second week of January. The Ministry of 
Health, UNICEF,  WHO and the MMC team lead-
ers held a crucial end of year review and planning 
meeting on MMC on 18-19 December 2006. The 
meeting reviewed progress, constraints, lessons 
learned and challenges, identifying key issues and 
recommendations that need to be followed up 
promptly by all partners in order to ensure  
successful campaign completion by 30 June 2007. 
 
National Immunisation Days for Polio Eradica-
tion (NIDs) 
Through the joint efforts of the Federal and State 
Ministries of Health, UNICEF, and WHO, two 
rounds of Polio NIDs in November and December 
vaccinated over 6 million children under five in 15 
states in North Sudan, and over 2.3 million chil-
dren in Southern Sudan. UNICEF provided the 
vaccines, cold chain items, support to social mobi-
lization (including 40 banners for advocacy in  
Jonglei, Eastern and Central Equatoria), and part 
of the operational cost of the campaign.  
 
Increasing access to the Cold Chain in  
Southern Sudan 
In order to improve access to temperature sensi-
tive vaccines, the large UNICEF cold chain hub 

previously located in Arua town in northern 
Uganda was transferred to Yei in November. This 
newly positioned hub will serve the entire state of 
Western Equatoria. UNICEF also provided funds 
for the construction of a cold chain store for Unity 
State, as part of an ongoing effort to strengthen 
the cold chain in Southern Sudan.  
 
Supporting primary health care 
 About 285,000 people in Southern Sudan will 
benefit from the distribution of 95 essential  
medicine kits to health facilities and partner  
agencies in November and December. This  
includes: 12 PHCU kits for UNICEF partner AAH 
to provide medical services to communities in the 
LRA-affected Magwi Payam in Eastern Equatoria 
and in Ibba County of Western Equatoria; two kits 
were provided to support returning internally  
displaced persons in Lologo camp through IRW; 
four kits were given to a partner NGO in Juba to 
assist with the cholera outbreak; four PHCU kits 
were delivered to Malakal hospital following the 
fighting in the region; six kits were delivered in 
Lakes and Western Bahr el Ghazal states in  
December. UNICEF also provided 12,000 hand 
gloves to both the SOS Orphanage and the  
Village Midwife School in Malakal. In order to treat 
cases of acute respiratory infection and other  
diseases 2,100 bottles of amoxicillin syrup were 
provided to the Central Equatoria State Ministry of 
Health for distribution in Juba town.  
 
Child Health Policy  
In North Sudan, the Child Health Policy for Sudan 
was drafted and circulated among partners for 
comment. The policy outlines key issues and  
strategic directions for child survival in Sudan. The 
document will include key interventions for  
Accelerated Child Survival and Development  
taking into consideration some of the discussions 
and agreements between UNICEF, GoS and other 
partners. In-country consultations included all  
major stakeholders, leading to the development of 
a ‘Road Map’ for achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals in Sudan.  
 
Training 
Training for health workers in North Sudan during 
the reporting period included the training of 21 
Medical Assistants in North Kordofan, Kassala 
and Gedaref on standard case management as 
part of the IMCI project. 

Dry season re-launch of the Mass Measles 
Campaign… 
 
Following the restart of the MMC in  
November a total of 1,476,520 children were 
immunised since the start of the campaign to 
end December 2006. The campaign aims to 
reach 4.5 million (estimated 95% of children 
between the ages of six months and fifteen 
years), by December 2007.  
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Malaria control 
Some 155,000 long lasting insecticide treated nets 
(LLITNs) were distributed among six non GFATM-
assisted states in North Sudan, including 60,000 
for Darfur, for the protection of over 400,000 moth-
ers and children  

 
 
NUTRITION UPDATE 
 
Support to Feeding Centres  
In November, UNICEF continued to support the 
61 TFC/CTCs and 84 SFCs run by NGOs and 
MOH in Darfur. In general, admissions have  
decreased in both SFP and TFPs, the expected 
seasonal trend.  The exception is West Darfur 
where the number of SFP admissions rose from 
578 to 751, although this might be due to a main 
partner not reporting.  Performance indicators 
show a slight increase in cured rates in SFPs, but 
they are still at only about 60%.  Default rates in 
SFPs remains high at around 20%.  TFP cure 
rates are stable at around 70%, and default rates 
are staying low. By the Sphere Minimum  
Standards an acceptable recovery rate is 60% for 
SFP and 70% for TFC, and mortality rate should 
be below 3-5% while defaulter rate should be  
below 15%. The recovery rate in SFCs has been 
below Sphere standards, but improved in  
November, while the rate of children who  
defaulted from the Programme before they  

recover still remains above the acceptable rate.  
The latter is mainly because of insecurity and  
access problems. This indicator is systematically 
reported in the Darfur Nutrition update every two 
months and even in our monthly reports. Support 
was also provided for the rehabilitation of five 
TFCs in Darfur which will improve the admission 
facilities for severely malnourished children, thus 
increasing their chances of survival. In the rest of 
North Sudan, financial support was provided to 
partners for the rehabilitation of two TFCs in the 
paediatric unit in Damazin, three TFCs in Red 
Sea, and seven TFCs in South Kordofan. In 
Southern Sudan UNICEF continues to support 
partners to provide malnourished children with 
supplementary foods. Tearfund, providing children 
in Aweil East and North with outpatient centre and 
supplementary feeding programmes from six  
locations in the area supported 935 children 
through these two programmes in November. 
Tearfund are also training nutrition extension 
workers, who learn to identify malnourished  
children and disseminate nutrition and health  
messages to mothers and the wider community. 
Some 900 mothers benefited from best weaning 
practice and hygiene messages. Tearfund in Aweil 
South, also supported by UNICEF, continued  
implementing five outpatient programmes for  
severely acutely malnourished children and  
supplementary feeding programmes for  
moderately acutely malnourished children as well 
as supporting children through two stabilization 
centres. Almost 400 children were assisted in  
November In December, the Malakal therapeutic 
feeding centre was provided with 155 cartons of 
plumpy nut paste, 10 cartons of BP5, 25 cartons 
of F 75, 30 cartons of F100 and 15 cartons of 
laundry soap. 
 
Nutrition Surveys  
The first draft of the Darfur Emergency Food  
Security and Nutrition Assessment is ready for 
comments, and the final report is expected in 
January 2007. This assessment will provide both 
state level and regional level Nutrition information 
for planning and evaluation of the impact of  
humanitarian interventions in Darfur. Other  
localized nutrition surveys conducted in Darfur 
have shown an increase in prevalence of global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) of as high as 25%, far 
above the GAM rate recorded in the September 
2006 EFSNA.  Access restriction could explain the  
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GAM increase in pockets of the Darfur regions, 
and although this increase is not generalized, it is 
a cause of concern as access problems continue.   
 
National Nutrition policy review workshop 
UNICEF supported two participants from the  
federal Ministry of Health (MoH) in attending a  
National Nutrition policy review workshop in 
Egypt, organized by WHO/FAO/UNICEF and at-
tended by other UN agencies and government 
counterparts. Sudan presented a draft of the Na-
tional Nutrition Policy and received comments that 
will be incorporated in the final document. 
   
Legislation on Food Fortification  
Following the issuing of legislation on the fortifica-
tion of flour, sugar, and salt by the GoS, the  
Minister of Health approved the formation of an 
inter-ministerial Steering Committee and a Techni-
cal Committee to oversee the implementation of 
the food fortification programme for the country.  
 
Nutrition Manuals and Guidelines 
UNICEF supported the Federal MoH in the devel-
opment of a comprehensive essential nutrition 
service package and training manual for nutrition-
ists, health staff and nutrition educators for  
Sudan.  These materials will ensure standardised 
and appropriate knowledge of nutrition issues 
amongst health centre staff, and train them in 
communication skills and behaviour change  
Techniques. A workshop on the Integrated Food 
Security and Humanitarian Phase Classification 
System (IPC) was held 13/14 December with par-
ticipants from throughout Sudan. This tool is used 
to help analysts gather all available data for an 
area facing or likely to face a food security  
problem and then rank the severity of the situation 
based purely on technical analyses related to  
international cut-offs and benchmarks.  
 
In Southern Sudan, UNICEF supported a number 
of meetings and workshops in Juba in November 
to review 2006 implementation towards assisting 
2007 planning for the nutrition sector. These in-
cluded a taskforce meeting with the Government 
of Southern Sudan (GoSS) MoH, UNICEF, WHO, 
Tearfund, Concern and ACF; a National Nutrition 
Coordination Meeting; and a joint Nutrition Plan-
ning Workshop, opened by H.E. Excellency the 
Vice-President of Southern Sudan. The workshop 
saw the beginning of the process of writing a com-
prehensive national nutrition policy. UNICEF will 
be supporting the GoSS in order to develop this 

crucial document and to ensure that it fits within 
MDGs and national development goals. During 
this meeting, it was also agreed that a GoSS/
MOH, UNICEF and WFP taskforce would be set 
up in order to propel forward a nutrition surveil-
lance system in Southern Sudan that would en-
sure coordinated reporting from all partners. It was 
agreed that Nutrition sector meetings would be 
held on a quarterly basis in 2007. 
 
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE  
 
Ensuring water and sanitation for new arrivals 
to Darfur IDP Camps  
UNICEFWES teams have drilled eight boreholes 
and installed hand pumps in Ottash camp and  
villages around Derbat and Rehed Al Berdi, South 
Darfur, North Sudan, to benefit the new arrivals.  
In El Neem camp, Ed Daein, South Darfur,  
UNICEF/WES are upgrading a water supply 
scheme to serve 15,700 new arrivals by replacing 
the pipeline network of 900m from 2’’ to 3’’ and 
constructing a new pipeline of 2.5 km to be  
connected with water bladders. WES supported 
IDPs to rehabilitate four communal latrines in 
Kassab camp, North Darfur, for 800 new arrivals.   
 
Providing safe water for returnees 
Two rigs deployed by UNICEF in Blue Nile State, 
are continuing with the program of drilling 54 bore-
holes and installing hand pumps in support of the 
returning refugees and IDPs in Kurmuk Locality, 
Southern Blue Nile. In December, the rigs drilled 
17 boreholes in 10 locations to ensure safe water 
for some 11,000 people. Activities are ongoing in 
Southern Sudan to supply returnees with safe 
drinking water and sanitation facilities in way sta-
tions along the major return routes. A borehole, to 
serve 500 people, has been drilled and pump in-
stalled for the Warawa way station in time for dry 
season returns to Northern Bahr el Ghazal.  An-
other one is planned with a submersible pump. 
This water source will also be used to supply an 
IRC clinic nearby which will provide healthcare 
services to the returnees. Plans are also in place 
for the construction of six emergency latrines, ten  
showers and ten permanent pit latrines through 
IOM. In Bentiu, Unity State, a borehole has been 
dug as well as two blocks of four compartment 
latrines and two blocks of six compartment shower 
bays. One borehole has also been completed in 
Wau way station in Western Bahr el Ghazal; this 
will be followed in December with a borehole for 
the community living nearby.  
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The RWD will install ten latrines and showers  
before returnees begin to utilize the way station 
again. In order to provide assistance to LRA  
affected areas where UNICEF is planning for the 
possible transfer of women and children UNICEF 
has contracted for the drilling of 4 boreholes  
including two for the community of Nabanga as 
well as for the UN team site and the women and 
children site.  
 
Providing new sources of safe water and con-
tinuing schemes….  
UNICEF WES, in North Darfur, drilled one  
borehole that was equipped with a hand pump 
(HP) and a motorized pump was replaced with a 
hand pump on an existing borehole in Abu Shouk.  
In IDP locations in North Darfur, 169 HPs were  
rehabilitated by communities and WES to serve 
63,375 people.  Regular operations and  
maintenance continued for 600 HPs and 11  
motorized pumps at various IDP locations in North 
Darfur and 446 state and private water sources in 
West Darfur. In collaboration with State MoH and 
WHO 5,086 and 2,149 shelters were sprayed in 
Abu Shouk and Al Salam camps North Darfur,  
respectively, serving some 40,000 people. In the 
rest of North Sudan two HPs were rehabilitated 
benefiting 500 people in Kassala, and in Gedaref 
WES maintained four HPs in three villages serving 
1000 people.  Another four HPs were rehabilitated 
by WES to benefit 1,000 people in North  
Kordofan. In Gedaref, WES in collaboration with 
State MoH undertook four cleaning campaigns in 
Saraf Ardaba area benefiting 9,718 persons.   
Rural Water Development in Southern Sudan 
installed over-head tanks with the capacity to  
provide 6,000 litres of treated safe water a day in 
the paediatric unit in Malakal civil hospital. This 
will provide daily access to safe drinking water for 
more than 300 women and children. Three new 
boreholes for at least 1,500 people were also 
drilled in Rumbek East County of Lakes State,  
including one in a school. Installation of two  
emergency water supply systems in Malakal town 
in collaboration with Medair was completed and 
handed over to the government mid-December. 
The two systems are providing enough water for 
2,500 people per day at 20 litres ppd (50,000 litres 
of clean water per day).  Eight government  
technicians were trained on installation, operation 
and, maintenance of the facilities. UNICEF will 
continue to support the Department of Urban  
Water for the operation and maintenance of the 
water systems in the next six months with  

Aluminum Suplhate and Chlorine as part of  
campaigns to avert diseases. With UNICEF  
support, the RWD maintenance teams in Unity, 
Western Bahr el Ghazal and Western Equatoria 
States repaired 50 hand pumps, serving 25,000 
people, and 2 in Jur River County, maintaining 
access to safe water for 1,000 people. 
 
Support to water and sanitation availability in 
Schools 
A school and a health facility in Donki Shatta, 
North Darfur, were connected to the water  
system. In the rest of North Sudan, access to 
sanitary means was improved for 600 school  
children through construction of two school  
latrines in Gabel Haboba, Kassala. In South  
Kordofan, 12 latrines were constructed in two 
schools (six each) while four were fitted with hand 
washing facilities to benefit some 800 school  
children. In the same schools, sanitation and  
hygiene promotion clubs were established and 12 
teachers and 80 children underwent relevant  
training. A plan to drill 44 boreholes in Unity State, 
Southern Sudan as part of the ‘Go to School’  
initiative has begun. Providing at least 4,000  
people with safe drinking water, 8 borehole have 
been completed so far. 
 
Hygiene education and sanitation promotion 
In North Darfur, community volunteers were  
mobilized to undertake 230 household hygiene 
visits and conduct focus groups discussion  
sessions that benefited 395 IDPs and host  
community members.  Soap was also distributed 
in conjunction with the visits.  In other parts of 
North Sudan, 17 home visits and 9 awareness 
sessions were implemented during cleaning  
campaigns in Kassala whilst some 3,850 persons 
in rural Kassala received messages on improved 
hygiene practices. In Gedaref, some 9,718  
persons were oriented on correct hygiene  
practices, environmental sanitation, and cholera 
prevention methods. In Southern Sudan,  
UNICEF supported RWD hygiene promoters in 
Mayiandit and Koch Counties to conduct hygiene 
awareness sessions for over 700 people including 
women and children. As a result of the sessions 
24 water points were reported fenced and  
hygienically maintained. Water points installed by 
UNICEF are frequently analyzed for bacteria: 20 
boreholes were checked by the RWD in Yambio 
and Rumbek. 
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Provision of latrines 
UNICEF works to improve sanitation through 
supporting latrine construction. In Southern 
Sudan, support was provided for the  
construction of ten blocks of double  
compartment pit-latrines in Rumbek town in 
November. Some 40 digging tool kits and ten 
wheelbarrows were provided to assist with the 
digging of pit-latrines for returnees and host 
communities. Sanitary facilities including eight 
latrines compartments, eight shower bays and 
an insulator were installed by RWD in the  
paediatric unit of Malakal civil hospital in  
Upper Nile. UNICEF supported RWD with  
construction of 16 household latrines in Bentiu 
town. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Classrooms and school supplies 
In North Darfur, UNICEF signed a small scale 
agreement with Shangil Tobayi PTA for the 
construction of 5 brick, cement and zinc  
classrooms to benefit a total of 1,220 children; 
74 pupil kits, 52 classroom and 26 recreation 
kits were provided to  benefit 1,229 children.  
In Mukjar, West Darfur, UNICEF supported 
Mercy Corps, to construct 5 permanent  
classrooms to rehabilitate 17 classrooms and 
three offices, providing schooling opportunity 
and better environment for 1,700 children 
(attending in two shifts). In addition, 15  
temporary classrooms have been rehabilitated 
in Beida, Arara and Kango, West Darfur, using 
MoE contractors, benefiting 1,500 children in 
two shifts. The occasion, the SMoE in  
Damazine sent a consignment of six school-in-
a-box kits, benefiting 300 pupils and 1000 
school girl uniforms to the same Locality In 
Southern Sudan, the project on construction 
of basic twin child friendly community girls’ 
school  is well underway. The walls and  
roofing work of the one in Basidi village have 
been completed to benefit 35 girls who have 
been learning under a tree. The construction 
of the other three in Yambio and Nzara  
counties began in December: the 3 schools 
will accommodate 210 girls. The Community 
Girls’ Schools are single sex school for girls 
aged 7-12 years where the core subjects of 
English, Mathematics, Science, Social Science 

and vernacular are taught for three years  
before the girls are mainstreamed into primary 
five. In November, UNICEF supplied 62 iron 
sheets to Malual-Kodi School for its renovation. 
Three classroom tents were delivered to 
Malakiya Girls’, Ditang and Thora Malakiya 
East schools in Upper Nile State.  Some five 
schools in Nyirol county, Jonglei State received 
materials benefiting 1,500 children. The under-
served and hard-to-reach state of Warrap also 
received materials. The UNICEF team together 
with the State Deputy Director for Planning and  
Statistics visited the towns of Kwajok, Gogrial 
and Alek in Gogrial West County for  
distribution of school materials and end-user 
monitoring.  

 

Go to School Campaign Update 
November saw the launch of the ‘Go to School’ 
initiative in Warrap State, Southern Sudan. At 
the ceremony, in Kwajok, the Acting Governor, 
Speaker of the State Assembly, and the  
ministers of education from both Western Bahr 
el Ghazal and Warrap States addressed the 
public  and the 3,000 school age children, 
stressing the importance of sending children to 
school. Students participated in the procession 
around the town, volleyball, drama and the 
reading of poems. 

School –boys in Kwajok 
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Girl’s Education  
Final Grade 8 examination results released re-
cently by the State Ministry of Education in El 
Fasher, North Darfur indicate that 4,290 girls 
out of the total of 9,977 girls who took the  
examination passed, a 43% pass rate.  The 
overall pass rate for the year was 53%. A Girl’s 
Education Movement (GEM) training was held in 
Awerial County of Lakes State in Southern  
Sudan for 15 participants in November. This 
was the final county in Lakes state to be trained 
by the Lakes State core facilitation team. GEM 
training emphasizes the importance of forming 
GEM clubs at school level and provides key 
skills for the participants to be able to do this. It 
teaches effective communication skills, identify-
ing the characteristics of a child-friendly school, 
social mobilization and creative facilitation. The 
training also includes elements on life skills and 
HIV/AIDS awareness and mine risk education 
(MRE); as well as highlighting the importance of 
ensuring both male and female children are  
enrolled in schools.  The trained teams are  
expected to train and support their peers in 
each county to ensure that GEM clubs are 
formed in all schools at the payam levels, talk to 
their peers and the community at large about 
HIV/AIDS and MRE. They will also facilitate ‘Go 
to School’ launches at county level, and  
continue social mobilization and public  
information activities in order to increase  
enrolment. Participants in GEM trainings are all 
students and teachers; one teacher attends the 
training for every two male and three female 
students. The training of 74 trainers for GEM in 
Warrap was held in Kwajok on the same day as 
the launch of the ‘Go to School’ initiative. It  
included participants from Gogrial West, Gogrial 
East, Twic, Tonj North and Tonj East counties.  
Refresher training for 47 people was conducted 
in Wau town, Western Bahr el Ghazal State to 
follow up on the April training. The participants 
will form the core facilitation team for the state, 
and extend public information activities up to the 
cattle camps on HIV/AIDS, MRE as well as 
campaigning for school enrolment for out-of-
school youths in Wau Town including street  
children and those involved in child labour.  
 

Food for Education 
WFP and the Government of Sudan Ministry of 
Education in North Sudan signed an agree-
ment for the implementation of Food for  
Education in 42 permanent schools and nine in 
IDP camps in El Geneina, West Darfur. PTAs/
communities were invited to a meeting to  
present and discuss community participation. 
Training was conducted for teachers on  
preparation of food, the nutritional value of 
school meals, food storage/handling, monitor-
ing and reporting. Subsequently all 51 schools 
in El Geneina, (39,499 children), received their 
food rations for 48 days, to last until the end of 
December 2006.    
 
Nomadic Education Facilities Upgrades  
UNICEF supplied the Nomads’ Education de-
partment in Kassala State, North Sudan, with 
50 tarpaulin sheets to be used in the rehabilita-
tion of 11 classrooms in 11 nomadic schools in 
the localities of River Atbara, Elgirba and Rural 
Kassala, benefiting about 495 children.  
The Nomadic Education department in Gedarif 
State established 10 school hygiene commit-
tees in 10 nomadic schools and provided them 
with hand washing facilities. In collaboration 
with UNICEF, health education and hygiene 
promotion sessions were held in the 10 
schools, benefiting 642 nomadic school  
children and 10 teachers 
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Teacher Training and Incentives 
UNICEF continues to support partner NGOs and 
state ministries of Education to increase the  
number of trained teachers in the country. The 
Ministers of Education and Finance were invited to 
attend the closing session of a 10-day English  
language training programme for 40 teachers in 
Kurmuk, Blue Nile State, North Sudan, organised 
by Save the Children Sweden.  During the visit, 
the two ministers authorised the payment of sala-
ries to 84 additional volunteer teachers in Kurmuk 
locality for five months of back pay. In December, 
following continuous advocacy by UNICEF, the 
State MoE, Ed Damazin, also paid incentives over 
two months to 80 volunteer teachers from Kurmuk 
Locality. UNICEF is also supporting the State MoE 
to start teacher training on the Accelerated Learn-
ing Programme (ALP).  The initial group will  
include 25 teachers from Kurmuk locality.  
 
A week long teacher training course was held in 
Awerial County of Lakes State in Southern  
Sudan for 26 teachers. The training included 
classroom management incorporating lesson 
planning, use of learning materials and interactive 
learning methods. In Western Equatoria, 98  
teachers were trained as mentors of five primary 
schools in Yambio County. The mentors are  
expected to teach life skills at the schools at least 
once a month and work with other teachers in  
enhancing the quality of teaching and learning. 
The training included assisting teachers in con-
ducting HIV awareness sessions in schools. 
Teacher training is ongoing for 500 lower primary 
school teachers in interactive methods of teaching 
in Maridi, Ibba, West Mundri, East Mundri, Mvolo, 
Ezo and Tambura of Western Equatoria. The 
training also assists teachers in learning how to 
assess students’ learning progress and achieve-
ment in the areas of language and mathematics, 
and how to identify students, particularly girls, who 
are at risk of failing or dropping out. This initial 
training will be followed by two brief, quarterly  
refresher training sessions at the cluster levels. 
Over 500 teachers in Juba, Wau and Malakal 
completed the first stage of an Intensive English 
Training for Arabic pattern teachers in December.   
 
institution building in Southern Sudan  
In mid-November UNICEF supported the second 
Education Rehabilitation and Development Forum 
(ERDF) this year for all stakeholders in the sector 

in Malakal, Upper Nile State. More than 90 partici-
pants attended. Prior to the ERDF meeting  
thematic working groups, on school construction, 
gender and alternative education, prepared  
summaries of activities in 2006 and planned for 
accelerated programmes in 2007. The forum itself 
- the main coordination mechanism for the  
education sector in Southern Sudan - lasted for 
three days and included participation from all 
states and the GoSS Ministry of Education,  
Science and Technology (MOEST).  This forum 
provides an opportunity for all stakeholders to 
share information and facilitates effective planning 
and promoting uniformity in policy and practice.  
 
CHILD PROTECTION 
 
Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
training 
In coordination with OCHA and UNMIS, UNICEF 
organised an interagency training for focal points 
on protection from sexual exploitation and abuse 
by UN personnel and NGO partners in November. 
The training aimed to increase understanding of 
sexual abuse and exploitation and its  
consequences, and provide participants with an  
advanced understanding of the Secretary  
General’s Bulletin and standards of conduct.  At 
the end of the workshop, a preliminary Plan of  
Action for the Focal Point network was developed 
to address the risks of sexual abuse and  
exploitation by staff and partners in Sudan.   
 
Concern over unaccompanied children in the  
Otash Camp, South Darfur 
There is rising concern over the past four weeks 
over increased numbers of unaccompanied and 
separated children within Otash Camp in South 
Darfur, North Sudan. Some 13 children were 
found in the Beda centre in Otash camp carrying 
some non-food items, but had no supervision. 
UNICEF Child Protection is following up to ensure 
community support as well as registration and 
tracing in collaboration with ICRC. IDPs have 
been arriving to this camp since September 
mainly from Algooz Algarbi in Buram locality, 
South Darfur. They were originally displaced  
between April and October 2005 and settled in 
other locations to cultivate land. They then moved 
to the Nyala camps because of insecurity.  
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Monitoring and Reporting Child Recruitment 
In North Sudan, UNICEF organized a  
consultative workshop on monitoring and reporting 
of child recruitment as a follow up to the feasibility 
study that was conducted earlier in the year. The 
objectives of this meeting were to develop a 
mechanism, including operational procedures and 
a database for monitoring and reporting on child 
recruitment. The meeting covered the type of  
information to be collected, methodology,  
verification, ways of reporting, referral system,  
reports required from the database, advocacy, 
dealing with children who are officially released, 
dealing with runaway children who report to  
UNICEF or other agencies, updating information, 
and confidentiality.  
 
Youth Programming 
UNICEF sponsored the participation of four young 
people (two girls and two boys from north and 
south) to the Fifth African Development Forum in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in November.  The  
participants, selected from youth organizations/ 
networks that are active in Sudan, were accompa-
nied by two adults from the NCCW/MoYCS in the 
north and south. In a meeting with the  
participants, UNICEF will discuss outcomes of the 
forum and how its outcomes can be used for the  
adolescent/youth programme in Sudan. 
 
Information Campaign 
In North Sudan, as part of the development of the 
child protection awareness campaign, NCCW and 
UNICEF held a workshop for different creative  
actors such as singers, poets, comedians,  
designers and other artists. The workshop has 
provided the necessary insight to enable UNICEF 
and counterparts to design the different  
component of the awareness campaign. Two  
consultants were hired to provide contextual  
guidance whilst national artists have been  
engaged together with national counterparts to 
ensure that capacities are available long term.  
 
Child DDR Review and Planning workshop 
UNICEF Child Protection / DDR facilitated a work-
shop looking closely at the experiences of the 
child DDR programme in Southern Sudan in 
2006 from a variety of perspectives. The three day 
workshop included representatives from the 
Southern Sudan DDR Commission (Secretariat 
and regional staff), SPLA, Ministry of Public Ser-
vices (Labour), MOEST, UNMS DDR, and six  
national and international NGOs involved in  

tracing and reintegration activities. The SSDDRC 
gave an indication that prompt action will be taken 
with UNICEF support in key areas which were 
identified as being weak. 
 
Improving the family tracing and reunification 
network 
UNICEF and Diocese of Rumbek in Wulu (Lakes 
State) Southern Sudan signed an agreement to 
provide interim support to host families and  
community based family tracing and reunification 
(FTR) of unaccompanied children in the conflict 
afflicted areas of Wulu and Nuktamanga. In mid 
November, UNICEF and Save the Children  
Sweden trained community volunteers and project 
managers in Wulu in FTR principles and minimum 
standards and facilitated a community meeting 
with the host families to explain the FTR process 
and ensure their understanding and acceptance of 
the project. The FTR network, supported by  
UNICEF, now has 15 partners working together to 
assist children in Southern Sudan.  
 
Assisting Children in Conflict with the Law 
In Rumbek, Southern Sudan, UNICEF provided 
support to the Mayor’s office to lobby for the  
release of four newly imprisoned street children. 
Based on an understanding reached in September 
by all involved parties that imprisonment of  
children is a last resort and that there was need to 
distinguish between children in conflict with the 
law and children with social problems, the release 
of the children was negotiated on condition that 
the children were reunified with their families.  
UNICEF and the Mayor’s office facilitated the FTR 
of the four children who were reunited with their  
families in Rumbek at the end of November. 
 
Child Protection in communities: research 
Data collection was completed by 12 trained  
research assistants in a community in Lakes State 
as part of a Child Protection Sector project aimed 
at improving understanding of child protection  
issues at the community level in Southern  
Sudan. This information will be used to inform 
programmes and policy decision making. The  
research explores how boys and girls are treated 
in the community and in what ways child safety is 
threatened and/or ensured within the community. 
The research is conducted through focus groups 
discussions and private interviews with children 
and community members.   
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The research work is also part of preparations for 
a child protection baseline study planned for 2007.  
Three partners in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Unity 
State and Upper Nile have been identified for  
implementation. Data collection for the survey is 
scheduled to take place in January 2007  
 
Mine Risk Education (MRE) 
In Southern Sudan, over 7,000 people received 
MRE in November through UNICEF partners. 
Some 6,000 MRE booklets produced by UNICEF 
and leaflets produced by AAR will also be  
distributed to MRE partners and to The Ministry of  
Education. UNICEF conducted training for GTZ 
workers in Tambura in December.  The trained 
GTZ staff will present MRE in ways stations for 
returnees in Yei and Tambura.  Additional training 
was integrated with the 'Go To School campaign' 
in Kuwajok and Wau for 74 person (41 female & 
33 men) and 47 (30 female and 17 men)  
respectively. 

COMMUNICATION AND ADVOCACY  
 
Production of video documentaries 
In partnership with the Federal Ministry of Health’s 
Health Promotion Department in North Sudan, 
UNICEF finalized the production of three video 
documentaries on acute watery diarrhoea/cholera 
prevention, malaria and HIV/AIDS awareness to 
be disseminated through video for community ac-
tion in Kassala and Gedarif. Fifty-five public video 
shows were held in Kassala and Gedarif. 
 
Radio and TV Broadcasts 
With UNICEF support, Radio Omdurman, North 
Sudan completed the production of a 23-part  
radio drama series and spots covering  
immunization (polio/measles), malaria prevention 
and control, MRE, girls’ education, HIV/AIDS  
prevention, abandoned babies, gender based  
violence, returning to the south, and peace build-
ing.  In Kassala, Gedarif, El Geneina, Damazine, 
Khartoum, El Fula, Kadugli and El Obeid, all 
seven state radio stations involved in community 
radio programmes continued broadcasting  
programmes in 25 local dialects.  Polio  
Immunization was the lead topic of discussion  
during November in support of the November and 
December National Immunisation Days for Polio. 
Other topics included acute watery diarrhoea, 
peace building and child protection.  
 
Sudan Information Campaign for Returns  
In North Sudan, SICR members organized an 
Information Campaign Day in Haj Yusuf in  
November which was attended by approximately 
3,000 IDPs; the focus was on registration. In  
Khartoum, 135,000 registration fact sheets have 
been distributed in the different areas through 
UNICEF Partners. Agreements have been made 
with both Juba post and Al Raham for inserts on 
registration. Other Information Campaigns for  
organized returns were held in Khartoum, South 
Darfur, Northern Bahr el Ghazal.  A total of 
244,428 fact sheets covering generic health, child 
protection, safety and security as well as logistical 
issues relevant to IDP movement, were released 
to partners for dissemination in various localities in 
Khartoum and South Darfur. A new initiative for 
information dissemination will include a door-to-
door information campaign accompanied by focus 
group discussions and a megaphone broadcasting 
programme.    

Response to sudden increase of  
Unexploded Ordinance in  Malakal 
 
There was a reported increase in  
unexploded ordinance throughout Malakal 
as a result of the late November fighting,  
presenting ongoing danger to children and 
other civilians, and warranting swift action 
to prevent disastrous accidents. 
 
UNICEF, along with Islamic Relief World-
wide and the Centre for Children and 
Women’s Studies, immediately  distributed 
50 Mine Risk Education Mentor’s Booklets 
and 300 MRE leaflets to schools in Malakal 
town and to churches and community  
centers in areas of high contamination.  
UNICEF collaborated with the Director-
General of the Ministry of Education in  
Upper Nile State to provide daily, one hour  
lessons on the dangers of landmines and 
unexploded ordinances in local primary and 
secondary schools. In addition, UNICEF and 
the UN Mine Action Service arranged for 
MRE messages to be broadcast daily by  
local women’s groups in Arabic as well as 
other local languages through Radio 
Malakal and Radio Miraya  stations 
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 In Southern Sudan a workshop was held in Bor 
(Jonglei State) for 37 participants including  
representatives of women, religious and youth 
groups as well as local government  
representatives was held to increase understand-
ing of return issues. Jonglei State is a major return 
area for IDPs from other parts of Sudan. The 
workshop helped the participants look into the 
challenges and opportunities large-scale return 
presents, for both returnees and ‘host’  
communities. The workshop also identified what 
services were being provided for returnees at way 
stations, en route and at final destinations and 
mapped services available in different parts of 
Jonglei. The participants are all individuals who 
are already working within communities and are 
well placed to spread awareness, encourage  
successful integration and mitigate in potential 
conflicts, for example over land use. Plans were 
also put in place to set up community radio  
listening groups in three counties in Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal State where large numbers of IDP  
returnees are expected in February 2007 from 
Darfur.   
 
HIV/AIDS 
 
HIV/AIDS Life-skills training 
In North Sudan, UNICEF and the Khartoum State 
Ministry of Education, conducted seven trainings 
on HIV/AIDS life-skills for teachers between in  
November, using Sara Communication materials. 
The training was implemented in seven localities 
of Khartoum State (Jabal Awlya, Eastern Nile, 
Karari, Um Badda, Bahri, Um Dorman and Khar-
toum). A total of 175 teachers from as many basic 
and secondary schools participated, to begin the 
life-skills programme in the 175 schools in Decem-
ber. A minimum of 30,000 children are expected 
to learn  communication and negotiation skills, so 
as to reduce their vulnerability to HIV/AIDS. 
 
HIV/AIDS strategic planning workshop 
UNICEF North Sudan supported the Sudanese 
National AIDS Control Programme (SNAP) in  
conducting an HIV/AIDS strategic planning  
workshop for Khartoum State. The workshop was 
attended by 47 participants representing five  
sectors: Women and Children, Development 
(agriculture, finance, engineering and labours), 
Youth and Students, Regular forces (army, police 
and prisons) and Information (media,  

newspapers), covering the seven localities of 
Khartoum State. People Living with HIV Associa-
tion, Community Leaders and the State legislative 
Council were also represented in the workshop. 
The Participants were sensitized on HIV/AIDS and 
briefed on the National Strategic plan and sectors 
plans for combating HIV/AIDS in Sudan. Each 
Sector identified the key activities for combating 
HIV/AIDS and drafted a Strategic Plan for 2006 
and beyond before finalizing the State plan. 
 
World AIDS Day 
UNICEF supported activities throughout the month 
of December on the occasion of World AIDS Day 
(1 December 2006). A series of advocacy meet-
ings and carnivals were organised in Kassala, 
Red Sea, Khartoum, Darfur region and Kordofan 
States in North Sudan to raise awareness on 
HIV/AIDS among more than 20,000 people.  In 
Malakal, Southern Sudan celebration of World 
AIDS Day was postponed to 21 Dec. due to the 
fighting at the end of November. Some 600 people 
attended the festivities which included the opening 
of a new VCT center in Malakal teaching hospital. 
Some four cartons with assorted drugs were  
received and delivered to the VCT center.  A  
reported five people volunteered to be tested dur-
ing the opening ceremony. A procession included 
200 youth, street children and with a volley ball 
competition between a  state volley ball team and 
a secondary school. A total of 190 t-shirts with 
HIV/AIDS inscriptions and 500 fact sheets on HIV/
AIDS were distributed to the participants and  
children during the celebrations.  In Bor, Jonglei 
state, the World Aids day was marked under the 
Theme Fight Aids,  Keep the Promise. The  
ceremony was attended by over 100 invited 
guests who included Ministers, director’s general, 
Members of Parliament, faith based organisations, 
women groups, youth groups school teachers, 
NGO staff and UN staff. Over 500 school children 
from both Basic and Secondary schools and many 
members from the communities around Bor town 
were also there. Themes ranged from transmis-
sion of HIV; to use of the condom; and then to tra-
ditional practices like tattooing and tooth extrac-
tion  MSF distributed condoms during the cere-
mony. The Minister of Health was grateful to UNI-
CEF for supporting the occasion and encouraged 
all member of the community including church 
leaders, school teachers, parents, government 
officers to use all forums to talk about HIV/AIDS. 
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 EMERGENCY PLANNING AND RESPONSE 
 
Non-food Items (NFIs) for returnees 
In order to assist internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) from southern Darfur who have fled  
violence into Raja County of Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal, five metric tonnes of NFIs were pre-
positioned in Boro Medina ready for distribution. 
The cooking sets, collapsible jerrycans plastic 
sheeting, blankets, soap and mosquito nets will be 
sufficient for 400 households. Another lot of NFIs 

sufficient for 1,000 IDPs were sent to Raja at the 
end of December. NFIs were also provided for 
854 returnees who arrived in Malakal from  
Khartoum-Kosti through UNICEF’s partner ADRA. 
Another group of spontaneous returns (99 house-
holds) from Khartoum via Kosti arrived in Juba on 
Wednesday. UNICEF NFIs were distributed by 
ADRA and reached all these vulnerable families.  
 
NFIs for displaced and vulnerable populations 
Following the violent clashes in Malakal town, 
UNICEF and partners made an assessment of 
eight affected residential areas and identified 240 
vulnerable households (around 1,200 people) 
whose houses had been burnt or looted.  The 
households received cooking pots and utensils, 
blankets, jerry cans and mosquito nets. A total of 
four PHCU kits were delivered to Malakal hospital 
as well as 30 buckets, 60 blankets and 14 cartons 

of high nutrition PB5 biscuits.  ADRA distributed 
UNICEF supplies of 3,180 plastic sheets and blan-
kets, and mosquito nets to some 1,590 families 
recently displaced from Gumbo following fighting 
across the River Nile into Juba town.  
 
Support to LRA/GOU peace process 
In order to prepare for the possible transfer of 
‘non-essentials’ from the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA), a site for women and children near Rik-
wangba – one of the two assembly sites – has 
been identified by the local community and agreed 
upon by the LRA. The site is being cleared and 
established and tents and other supplies are  
already on standby. In order to be able to start  
activities in these sites, two staff sites are being 
set up in Owiny -ki Bul and near Rikwangba. 
Meanwhile, a set of basic ground rules to be  
negotiated with the LRA and agreed between 
GoSS/SPLA, UN and other partners regarding the 
separate women and children sites has been 
drafted for discussion by UNICEF. During  
November UNICEF Southern Sudan and in 
Uganda, together with Save the Children, held a 
week-long training in Gulu for social workers hired 
by UNICEF to staff the women and children sites. 
Two social workers from the Western Equatoria 
State Ministry of Social Development also  
attended.  Plans are underway to assist  
communities in Western and Eastern Equatoria 
States affected by the LRA. Plans for the  
distribution of 500 NFI kits to families in  
Rikwangba in Western Equatoria were finalized 
and an agreement signed with NCA for the  
distribution of 1,500 kits in Magwi County, Eastern 
Equatoria. Over 500 vulnerable families in Yirol 
and 646 in Barpakeny of Lakes State, mostly  
female-headed, will also be assisted 
 
Emergency Response Team (ERT) Workshop  
An ERT Workshop held in Rumbek by UNICEF/
OCHA in December to train 30 state level  
response team members to provide concrete  
standards, guidelines, and methodologies for  
conducting rapid post-disaster damage and needs 
assessment, to provide guidelines for  
development of disaster preparedness and  
response plans and to identify potential trainers 
for emergency preparedness and response.  


