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This report was issued by OCHA Myanmar with inputs from partners present in Northern Rakhine State. It covers 
the period from 29 June to 02 July. No further report will be issued unless necessary.   
 

 

 
The total number of people killed remains at 68, according to the Minister of Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement. 
 
Joint needs assessments have estimated that about 29,000 families in both Maungdaw and Buthidaung 
townships have been severely affected by the floods. The number of houses completely destroyed is 
estimated to be 814 (634 in Buthidaung and 180 in Maungdaw). Houses affected to varying degrees are 
estimated to number around 5,000.  
 
In support of Government efforts, the RC/HC a.i has requested the humanitarian community to: 

• Finalize sector response plans (relief and recovery work), 
• Continue or resume normal programmes/operations as soon as possible, 
• Support reconstruction work (e.g. roads, schools, bridges) and recovery, 
• Strengthen Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) support in NRS. 

 
An increase in prices of food commodities as well as fuel has been observed in the affected areas which 
affected further the population 
 
While repairs to roads and bridges are ongoing, access remains difficult in some areas of NRS. 
 
The two first shipments that were sent from Yangon and had been delayed due to bad weather conditions 
arrived in Sittwe, NRS on 30 June 2010.  The third shipment, which left on 30 June, is still on its way.   
 

 
Food 
WFP mobilized 148 staff who distributed 1,026 MT of rice for 158,417 beneficiaries between 18 and 29 June 
2010. In Buthidaung 99,036 beneficiaries received 783 MT of rice in 53 village tracts while in Maungdaw 
59,381 beneficiaries received 243 MT of rice in 72 village tracts. Four partners: UNDP, CARE, Malteser and 
ACF were involved in the distribution. According to the Minister of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, a 
total of 4,500 bags of rice have been distributed by the Government to the affected population, as well as 
noodles. ADRA also distributed 50MT of rice. 
 
WFP will conduct further assessments, provide emergency assistance to extremely vulnerable flood-affected 
households for an additional two months and integrate those who continue to be vulnerable/food insecure in 
ongoing programmes.  
 
Health 
No major outbreaks of water-borne diseases have been reported. Minor diarrhea outbreaks have been 
reported in some areas. The State Health Directors requested all agencies to coordinate their responses to 
possible outbreaks with the Township Medical Officers (TMO). 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The two first shipments of emergency supplies sent from Yangon have arrived in NRS. A third 
shipment has left on 30 June. 

• While repairs to roads and bridges are ongoing, access remains difficult in some areas of Northern 
Rakhine State (NRS) 

 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Current needs identified include clean drinking water to the affected population, maintenance of hygiene and 
sanitation, bed-nets to all, disease outbreak preparedness for cholera and malaria, nutrition support to 
children and pregnant women and maintenance of the existing health care system and the referral network. 
 
The Department of Health plans to revitalize immunization and micro-nutrient supplementation programmes 
with the support of UNICEF in Buthidaung Township; an EPR task force (Emergency Preparedness and 
Response) will be set up with one member from each participating agency under the leadership of the 
Township Medical Officer.  
 
Future interventions also include early warning; nutrition surveillance and support and; deworming and 
treatment for prevention of nutrition and vitamin deficiencies.  
 
Gaps remain in the renovation / reconstruction of flood affected health facilities, vitamin supplementation with 
EPI Plus in Maungdaw Township, medical teams to provide medical service and referral network in hard to 
reach areas, replenishment of supplies (essential drugs and ORS), access to safe drinking water for disease 
prevention and health education materials. 
 
Education 
The Ministry of Education has taken the lead in the Initial Rapid Assessment of 54 schools which were 
reported to have been affected, and 20 have already been assessed. The preliminary findings indicate that 
the number of affected schools is likely to decrease. Responding to the request from the Relief and 
Rehabilitation Committee, UNICEF sent 2,000 sets of basic teaching-learning materials and 2,000 roofing 
sheets and nails.   
 
Psychosocial support training: UNHCR/CSSEP/CFSI conducted 2-day psycho-social training sessions for 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) teachers, communities, parents in late June – early July for 1,120 young 
children in Buthidaung and Maungdaw. A two-day training for up to 450 school teachers on psychosocial 
support and DRR is being prepared for the 2nd week of July by the Ministry of Education, UNICEF and NGO 
partner Mingalar Myanmar. 
 
Support to the rehabilitation and reconstruction of affected schools remains needed. 
 
Water and Sanitation 
The floods resulted in the contamination of water sources (ponds, public and private wells); loss of hygiene 
items (water containers, soap); damage/destruction of latrines and acute sanitation issues in certain areas 
due to the propagation of excreta.  
 
Over 300 ponds are thought to have been contaminated (269 were already confirmed) and over 500 public 
and private wells could have been affected as well. Over 5,000 latrines have reportedly been damaged. 
 
Technical teams visited the villages using the ponds as their main water sources to assess the situation in Let 
Wae Det Pyin, Ywa Ma, Gan Da Mar, Ywa haung, Ka Doe Seik, Saing Tin and Kyar Nyo Pin.  Seven out of 
19 ponds visited were affected.  Some 26 sets of pumps, expected to arrive on the 6th of July 2010 have been 
sent, as well as 500 hygiene kits that arrived on 30 June.   
 
There is an increased risk of water borne diseases though no major outbreaks have occurred. However the 
poor sanitation in some areas could further affect the population.  
 
Challenges to the WASH response include that heavy soiled ponds may require more than a year to become 
operational and communities will need alternative water sources (more distant wells, filters), particularly in 
Buthidaung south. Only emergency latrines can be built during the rainy season which adds a further 
constraint. Other challenges include transport / supply and the impact on ongoing WASH programmes. 
 
Agriculture, Livestock, Livelihood 
About 90% of the population live in rural villages and rely directly or indirectly on agriculture for their 
livelihoods.  
 
The livelihoods of the NRS communities consist of a mix of farming, livestock rearing, fishing, off-farm 
activities and casual labour. The floods have impacted all these major components of the rural economic 
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system requiring support for revival. The recovery activities should enable the large number of poor and most 
vulnerable households to revive, to resume and to enhance their livelihoods activities. 
 
Support is still needed in the following areas:  
• Restoration of production capacity during the monsoon and summer seasons through the provision of 

agricultural inputs (seeds, fertilizers) and productive assets (draft animals, fishing gear) targeting the 
poorest farmers affected by the floods; 

• Restoration of livelihoods and food security activities for the landless households affected by the floods 
through animal rearing and backyard gardening; 

• Restoration of aquaculture and fisheries related livelihoods through restoration of small scale fish/prawn 
ponds and fishing gear; 

• Enhancing human capital through capacity building in sustainable and improved agriculture practices; 
• Vocational training in various trade skills; 
• Training in small business management; 
• The establishment and/or improvement of household income generating activities and micro & small 

enterprises; 
• Linking the MSEs to micro-finance for expansion of the businesses; 
• Conducting assessment of market opportunities for rural produce and sharing the information with 

stakeholders; 
• Establishment of effective marketing systems (infrastructure, transportation, market information etc.); 
• Linking micro and small entrepreneurs to local and township level markets; 
• Enhancing private sector engagement. 

 
In 102 villages where UNDP is active (53 in Buthidaung and 38 in Maungdaw), a detailed list of beneficiaries 
for Immediate Income Generating Activities is being finalized (to be completed by 3 July 2010) by the 
township teams.  
 
NFI 
During the flooding, approximately 20,000 families had to leave their houses to seek refuge in higher areas. 
The properties abandoned suffered different degrees of destruction and all have some level of water damage 
(e.g. loss of household items, wet floors, floods residuals). About 4,000 were reported to have suffered 
damage and over 800 have been totally destroyed.  
 
Some remaining identified needs include:  basic household items, e.g. kitchen utensils; support to rehabilitate 
the living space, e.g. mats, tarps; bed-nets and blankets; basic hygiene items, e.g. sanitary material, soap; 
personal items e.g. clothing; support to repair or rebuild houses.  
 
Support has arrived for NFI to cover the affected VTs. (NFIs for approx. 6,000 to 8,000 families).  
Procurement is ongoing with ECHO support to cover an additional 9,000 families.  Local procurement in NRS 
by different agencies should cover the remaining gaps. 
 
With regards to planned shelter reconstruction, the tarps and plastic floor mats, part of the NFI distribution, 
will enable families to address only parts of the needs e.g. wet/muddy/damaged floor.  Reconstruction of 
houses will need to be addressed for the mid/long term.  Agencies will determine a more comprehensive 
shelter component in the reconstruction phase, agreeing with all stakeholders on how best to assist and 
determine type of shelter.  There may be financial needs for the reconstruction of 1,000 houses. 
 
Nutrition 
2,045 children (6 – 59 month old) were examined in 16 sites of UNICEF’s supported Nutrition Surveillance 
programmes by Basic Health Staff. Cases of Severe Acute Malnutrition (2.15%) and Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (16.77%) were identified. 
 
Nutrition supplies for therapeutic and supplementary feeding have been sent to Buthidaung and a Medical 
Officer-Nutrition from UNICEF was deployed to address nutrition interventions and coordination.  
 
A Training/Orientation on nutrition assistance activities is planned in Buthidaung during the second week of 
July.  
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Nutrition surveillance and Vitamin A supplementation is planned to be conducted together with an Expanded 
Programme on Immunization (EPI) plus activities in Buthidaung. 
 
Logistics:  
The condition of the road between Buthidaung and Maungdaw is improving. As of 1 July, the motor bike 
services are available at several segments on the Buthidaung side, reducing the walking time to 
approximately 15 minutes. Nonetheless, the condition may deteriorate if it rains again. Vehicles from 
Maungdaw can reach the long tunnel without any problem for now.  
 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
The NRS landslides and floods have highlighted again the need to incorporate Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) in development efforts. A disaster risk assessment could further inform programme development 
(Community Risk Assessments / Hazard Mapping).   
 
The next steps include community-based disaster preparedness and mitigation through community 
awareness (production of awareness and Information Education Communication (IEC) materials, 
environmental awareness / reforestation, sectoral guidelines (i.e. DRR in WASH, shelter repair, etc), 
Household preparedness, community Theatre, etc].  Partners involved in DRR activities also aim to 
strengthen local capacities through mainstreaming DRR in response programs, supporting the Relief and 
Resettlement Department of the Government and piloting on community based early warning systems.  
 
 

 
The Minister of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has requested that all the organizations involved in 
the response to the floods in NRS coordinate with the Regional Commander –Western Command, District 
and Township Peace and Development Councils (PDC). 
 
The next inter-agency meeting in Maungdaw will be held at 9.00 A.M. on 5 July at UNHCR Maungdaw. 
 

 
A donor meeting was organized in Yangon on Friday 2 July. Sector leads and humanitarian partners active in 
the response briefed the donors on the situation, the response and the gaps that still need to be filled. 
 

 
For further information please contact OCHA: 
 
Myanmar: Vincent Hubin, Deputy Head of Office 
hubin@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 
 
Myanmar: Norwin Schafferer, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
schafferer@un.org, +95 1 544500 Ext. 808 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 
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