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Tzu Chi Foundation Expands Relief Effort in Haiti 
 
Tzu Chi relief team in Haiti is assessing long-term reconstruction plans for the quake 
survivors; the team continues to look for suitable pieces of land for reconstruction. As 
part of its mid-term relief effort, Tzu Chi has signed an MOA (Memorandum of 
Agreement) with the City of Tabarre to build public toilets to improve the sanitary 
conditions in the area. 
 
Immediate Relief  
 
Tzu Chi’s immediate relief operation in Haiti is currently focusing on the following 
areas: relief goods distribution, medical and emotional assistance, relief work 
program (food for work program) and is active in Tabarre, Delmar and Leogane. 
Along with the local Tzu Chi volunteers in Haiti, teams of Tzu Chi volunteers and 
medical personnel from the Americas arrive in Haiti on a weekly basis, providing 
continuous help in Haiti. Tzu Chi relief team provides medical care and goods directly 
to the hands of the survivors with respect, a bow and a smile.  
 
Relief Work 
 
In addition to the series of aid distributions taking place in Port-au-Prince, Tzu Chi's 
relief work program in the capital city is helping to put food on the table of many 
families.  
 
Last week at the San Alejandro church, 36 more residents took part in the relief work 
program to clean up the neighborhoods around the church, which are filled with 
debris from the damaged houses. Next to the church is a busy market. The workers 
use brooms and shovels to clear away the rubbish on the street.  
 
A local resident said, "It's a wonderful program. The environment of the market is not 
so good, but you have come to help us clean up the area and make the place cleaner. 
That is very important to us." 
 



Jean Denis Petit Phoa, the relief work program team leader, said, "This project is very 
important for Haiti. Without cleaning the zone, you can be, the people who in the area 
are gonna be sick. With the cleaning of the zone, it's good for us, because when 
there's no water on the ground, there are gonna be less mosquitoes, and it's gonna 
be good for us." 
 
Building public toilets 
 
Since the massive earthquake struck Haiti, survivors have been living in unsanitary 
conditions. The shortage of public toilets has become a serious problem after the 
quake. As part of its mid-term relief effort, Tzu Chi has signed an MOA (Memorandum 
of Agreement) with the City of Tabarre to build public toilets. In constructing the toilets, 
workers first dig a large, wide hole in the ground to the depth of about 1.8 meters and 
build a holding tank with bricks and cement to prevent excrement from seeping into 
the soil. The hole will hold about 4,000 liters of excrement. When the hole is full, a 
sewage truck will come and take away the excrement. 
 
Medical Services 
 
Tzu Chi International Medical Association (TIMA) continues to provide medical care 
to the quake survivors. As of February 26, Tzu Chi has provided medical services, 
such as general medicine, oriental medicine, dental services and chiropractic care, to 
approximately 5,550 patients. Tzu Chi’s volunteer doctors discovered that most 
patients suffer from skin conditions (due to poor water sanitation), respiratory 
conditions, communicable diseases, dehydration and malnutrition. 
 
 
Below are summary statistics on Tzu Chi’s immediate relief operation in Haiti. 
 
Relief Goods Distribution (as of February 26)  

No. of          Approx. No.  
Date        Location                       Households     of People 
1/24        Hospital Municipal Cabral           N/A              33 

(Dominican Republic)  
1/29        Pernier orphanage                 N/A             125 
2/1         Institute for Human and             744            3,000 

Community Development 
2/2         Family of God orphanage           N/A              52 



2/10        St. Mary Church (Tabarre)           500           2,500 
2/11        Impact for God Church (Tabarre)    1,700           7,000 
2/17        San Alejendra Church               350           1,500 
2/20        Fairway Apparral S.A.               285             950 
2/22,24,26   Paroisse Crox de Mission          4,550          14,785 
2/25        Jordanian peacekeeper area         653            2,155 
TOTAL                                       8,780          32,100 
 
Relief Work Program – Food for Work (as of February 26)  

            No. of  
Launch Date              Participants      Location 
2/8 (discontinued on 2/24)    180           Impact For God Church 
2/15                        65           Paroisse Crox de Mission 
2/26                        36           San Alejendra Church 
TOTAL                     281 
 
 


