
 
 

 
 

 
 

UPDATE ON COLOMBIA FLOODS   
November 7th 2007 



 

Second rainy season affects 
72% of Colombia’s territory 
 
I. Situation Review 
 
Due to the influence of “La Niña” 
phenomenon, since mid September 83 
municipalities in 23 departments 
affected by heavy rains and floods 
leave 80 deaths and above 850 
thousand people affected. Through 
November 5, DPAD registered 852,239 
affected people (174.755 families), 80 
deaths, 130 people injured, 16 
disappeared, 1,383 houses destroyed 
and 28,816 damaged.  

 
 
The Colombian Red Cross reports that 
the most affected departments thus far 
have been Chocó, Bolívar, Sucre, 
Córdoba and Magdalena, -the same as 
in the first rainy season-. IDEAM 
reported that the second rainy season 
began with mid to high water levels in 
the lower basin of the Magdalena 
River, and with permanent increases 
due to constant rainfall.  The lower 
reaches of the Magdalena River have 
increased water levels along Cesar, 
Magdalena and Atlántico departments. 
In addition, increases in water levels 
along the San Jorge River are also 
affecting Magdalena’s levels. IDEAM’s 
meteorological models show persistent 
rainfall over the next days in the 
eastern Cordillera as well as in 
northern departments of La Guajira, 

Cesar, Magdalena, Atlántico and 
Bolívar (with 31 floods in 2007). 
Bolívar’s capital, Cartagena, is under 
critical conditions as rainfall has been 
intensifying over the past days. There 
are 16,000 people affected, many of 
them settled in high-risk areas such as 
La Popa hill, currently flooded. 
Similarly, in rural Magdalena there are 
15,000 affected.  In La Mojana region, 
the most affected during the first rainy 
season, the situation has worsened due 
to increased flooding during 
September and October.  
 
II. Impact 
 
CORDOBA DEPARTMENT 
 
During 2007 there have been 23 floods 
in Córdoba department; 6 of which 
occurred over the past 3 months. 
Floods have affected 19 municipalities 
since March caused by precipitation 
along the San Jorge and Sinú Rivers’ 
basins and their tributaries. DPAD 
reported that 77,247 people (15,560 
families) have been affected so far 
showing a 16,49% increase in terms of 
flood events as compared to the last 
report (August 13).  
 

 

MUNICIPALITY Persons Families 

Source: DPAD October 27, 2007 

AYAPEL 215 43 

BUENAVISTA 4.195 839 

CANALETE 2.975 595 

CERETE 3.650 730 

CHIMA 2.607 656 

CIENAGA DE ORO 585 117 

COTORRA 10.180 2.036 

LA APARTADA 1.500 300 

LORICA 12.757 2.549 

MOMIL 3.250 641 

MONTERIA 17.915 3.583 

PUEBLO NUEVO 1.525 305 

PUERTO LIBERTADOR 1.750 350 

PURISIMA 1.817 363 

SAN BERNARDO DEL VIENTO 6.065 1.213 

SAN CARLOS 95 19 

SAN PELAYO 5.157 1.015 

TIERRALTA 869 178 

VALENCIA 140 28 
 
TOTAL 77.247 15.560 
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Figure 1. Affected departments. Source: CRC, 

Table 1. Affected municipalities in Córdoba 



 
LA MOJANA REGION 
 
DPAD informed (October 27) that 
since the start of the first rainy season 
floods in La Mojana region have 
affected 158,202 persons (31,729 
families) as shown below in the table. 
During the months of August, 
September and October, there were 
17,645 people affected by floods in La 
Mojana. IDEAM confirms that La 
Mojana is the most affected area by 
rains during the year. The Colombian 
Red Cross recommends maintaining a 
high alert level due to the possibility of 
landslides and flooding, and has made 
a special call to the communities in 
order to work with Local and Regional 
Emergency Committees (CLOPAD and 
CREPAD) to conduct prevention 
activities. The Civil Defense reported 
that rising water levels of the Cauca 
River threaten the municipality of 
Nechí (department of Antioquia) 5 
kilometers from the main town. 
Hazards are particularly high in the 
municipalities of Guaranda, Majagual 
and Achí. 

 
 
ANTIOQUIA, BOLIVAR, SUCRE, 
MAGDALENA AND GUAJIRA 
 
IDEAM had forecasted the hurricane 
season over the Caribbean would end 
early in November. Yet rains over the 
past two weeks are intensifying and 
are expected to last until December; 
therefore, the risk of continued 
flooding remains. As mentioned 
earlier, Cartagena (Bolívar 
department) was severely impacted by 

heavy rains and storms which flooded 
vulnerable neighbourhoods affecting 
approximately 16,000 people, 
destroying 118 houses and leading to 
the imminent evacuation of 158 
families settled in high-risk areas.  
 
In Magdalena department, the 
overflowing of the Gaira River and the 
Tamacá stream flooded 416 houses 
and left 15,000 people affected. In La 
Guajira 556 families in 20 
neighbourhoods of Rioacha 
(departmental capital), and many 
others in rural Manaure are also 
affected by floods (no information 
available at this time). Access to rural 
indigenous settlements affected by the 
overflow of the Ranchería River has 
not been possible. 
 
Current basic needs in all the affected 
regions consist of shelters, food 
security, health and WatSan. 
According to local authorities, there 
are increasing cases of diseases related 
to flooding, such as diarrhoea, 
respiratory and skin diseases. Also, 
mosquito transmittable diseases like 
malaria and dengue increasingly pose 
a risk in the weeks to come. 
 
III. National response 
 
Emergency situations outstripped 
local and regional capacities to cope 
with the impact of the second rainy 
season in the referred areas. 
Therefore, they requested support 
from the national government. On 
November 1, President Uribe visited 
Cartagena, ensuring swift aid for the 
affected population will be delivered. 
The national government, together 
with local governments, created an 
emergency agenda to monitor the 
situation. Also, building materials will 
be provided by the national 
government through a “goods bank” in 
order to rebuild 200 houses in the 
short-term and over 1,500 houses in 
the long-term. 
 
Meanwhile, local authorities, the 
regional disaster committees and 
rescue organisations keep working to 
mitigate the effects of the emergency. 
Shelters were organised for around 

DEPARTMENT MUNICIPALITY PERSONS FAMILIES 

Source: DPAD October 27, 2007 

ANTIOQUIA NECHÍ 13750 2750 

ACHÍ 12940 2588 

MAGANGUÉ 12452 2577 

MONTECRISTO 5280 1056 

PINILLOS 16500 3300 
 
SAN JACINTO DEL CAUCA 7225 1445 

BOLIVAR TIQUISIO 4325 865 

CAIMITO 4010 802 

GUARANDÁ 11500 2300 

MAJAGUAL 23225 4645 

SAN BENITO ABAD 10825 2165 

SAN MARCOS 3260 654 

SUCRE SUCRE 32910 6582 

TOTAL 158202 31729 
Table 2. Affected municipalities in La Mojana region. 



 
1,000 persons. Nearly 500 families are 
temporary settled in stadiums, 
coliseums and school facilities. In the 
meantime the material damages are 
being evaluated but no conclusive 
figures have been presented yet. 
Humanitarian assistance is being 
coordinated with CREPADs and 
CLOPADs, together with humanitarian 
actors efforts. 

 
IV. International response 
 
The UN, together with international 
NGOs, and in coordination with 
DPAD, is attending the emergency 
with food (WFP, Action against 
Hunger), water and basic sanitation 
(UNICEF, OXFAM GB) and Shelters 
(IOM, CISP). This intervention has 
costs above US$2,750,194, including 
CERF funds (US$2,531,357). Through 
continued sessions, UNETE has been 
monitoring the situation jointly with 
national authorities. However, floods 
in La Mojana and in Córdoba 
department are a prolonged and 
recurrent emergency, and therefore 
UN agencies, the Colombian Red Cross 
and DPAD are formulating a joint 
needs assessment not only to pin 
present needs but also to address 
structural issues like the appropriate 
type construction methods and 
housing. Results are to be presented to 
the national, departmental and 
municipal authorities to better 
coordinate humanitarian response and 
the delivery of emergency aid. In the 
mid and long-term, the needs 
assessment would also be used to 
mobilise resources in order to 
implement prevention strategies, 
contingency plans and interventions 
gradually leading to the solution of 

structural problems related to housing, 
infrastructure, coverage of basic 
services and overall response 
capacities. 
 

 Total affectation during the two rainy seasons in Colombia
Source:  DPAD November 6, 2007 

696.250 

155.989 

852.239

142.646 
32.109 

174.755

- 100.000 200.000 300.000 400.000 500.000 600.000 700.000 800.000 900.000 

January  - August  September - October TOTAL

People Families 


