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H1N1 “Swine Flu”

As of 29 August 2009, 5,031 laboratory-confirmed cases  x
of Pandemic (H1N1) were reported to WHO by 21 out 
of 22 Member States of WHO Eastern Mediterranean 
Region(1). A total of 524 of these reported cases were 
locally transmitted, and there have been 21 deaths in: 
Egypt (1), Iraq (1), Islamic Republic of Iran (1), Kuwait (4), 
Lebanon (1), Oman (6), Palestine (1), Saudi Arabia (4), 
Qatar (1) and Yemen (1). Algeria has also reported 33 
cases with no deaths. For more information please visit 
http://www.emro.who.int/csr/h1n1.

Some 30% less Muslims are undertaking the ‘Umrah’  x
pilgrimage this year because of coordinated efforts by 
health Ministers in the region to reduce the spread of 
H1N1. Muslim Countries have put in place a number of 
precautionary measures such as advising their citizens 
to avoid “Umrah” and “Hajj” this year if possible; installing 
flu surveillance equipment and quarantine procedures 
and widespread pandemic H1N1 awareness campaigns. 
H1N1 may lead to the loss of millions of dollars due to 
the mass ‘Hajj’ and ‘Umrah’ cancellations, tour operators 
across the regions say. According to the Mecca Chamber 
of Commerce, business could fall by 40 percent in Mecca 
during Ramadan, and in neighbouring Medina officials 
said they expected business to be down by 70 percent.

In order to reduce the economic consequences of this  x
pandemic, the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
the UN System Influenza Coordination (UNSIC) and the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) are calling on all countries to strengthen national 
pandemic preparedness, making sure that all branches 
of government and sectors of society are involved in 
planning. They developed the Urgent Needs Identification 
and Prioritization tool, as part of a strategy to help poorer 
developing countries identify urgent needs and mobilize 
assistance in support of national preparedness.
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Regional – Commemorating the First World 
Humanitarian Day 19 August 2009

According to United Nations General Assembly  x
Resolution 63/139, 19 August 2009 is designated as 
World Humanitarian Day. The purpose of the day is to 
increase public awareness about humanitarian needs 
and assistance activities worldwide and the importance 
of international cooperation in this regard, as well as to 
honour all humanitarian personnel who have lost their 
lives while serving the humanitarian cause. A number 
of ceremonies were organized to commemorate the 
day in Iran, Iraq, Yemen, Egypt, Syria and Egypt, feature 
stories were broadcast in a number of local, national and 
regional media outlet. 

Regional – Refugees “Surviving in the City”

In its review  x “Surviving in the City”, UNHCR highlights 
the challenges it is facing to reach the Iraqi refugees 
who have settled in the large cities of Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon. Whilst living in large cities could facilitate 
refugees’ integration into the community and give them 
the chance to access informal work opportunities, it can 
also exacerbate the vulnerability of many others (such as 
female headed families, people with physical and mental 
disability, impoverished persons, etc) and expose them to 
exploitation, exclusion from social, health and other vital 
services and to poverty. To respond to the needs of the 
refugees, UNHCR has developed a number of innovative 
programmes including community outreach programmes 
and communication mechanisms. However, UNHCR’s 
task is complicated by a number of additional factors such 
as the absence of refugee laws and institutions in the 
countries of the asylum and future funding perspectives. 
For the full review please visit www.unhcr.org.

Photo source United Nation

(1) Afghanistan, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen. 
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Regional – UNHCR dispatches relief items to Yemen 

and Pakistan

 The UNHCR Emergency stockpile in Dubai dispatched  x
11x40’ containers of relief items to Yemen as well as five 
vehicles to Pakistan. Telecommunications assistance 
was provided through missions from Dubai to Yemen 
and Pakistan.

Regional – Locust infestation forecast

  x FAO locust infestation forecast till mid September 2009 
expects that the situation in the region will remain 
stable in the Countries under review(2) . Small breeding 
in these areas will cause locust numbers to increase 
slightly, but they should remain below threatening levels. 
For more information please visit www.fao.org

Yemen

  x Following sporadic clashes between Al Houthis groups 
and the Yemeni Government in July 2009, the conflict 
in Sa’ada Governorate escalated rapidly on 11 August 
and spread to neighbouring areas causing population 
displacement and property destruction. The renewed 
fighting has not only led tens of thousands of people 
from Sa’ada and Amran Governorates to flee for the 
first time, it has also forced many previously displaced 
people into a second displacement. Until July 2009, 
agencies were assisting as many as 95,000 people in 
Sa’ada Governorate who were affected or displaced by 
previous rounds of fighting. Current estimates suggest 
that approximately 150,000 people are currently 
displaced, including those displaced by previous 
rounds of fighting. Precise data regarding the number 
of displaced people and their locations remains hard 
to establish due to insecurity and lack of humanitarian 
access. Partners also note with concern the threats 
to, and needs of, civilian populations remaining in 
areas of intensified fighting – populations to which the 
humanitarian community has little or no access due to 
insecurity.

Humanitarian organisations, including United Nations  x
Agencies, ICRC, and international NGO, have been 
swift in responding. Using in-country stocks, partners 
have delivered relief items mainly to displaced 
populations in Haradh (Hajjah Governorate) and Amran 
Governorate, as well as in Sa’ada town, when security 
conditions allowed. Humanitarian organisations have 
also conducted inter-agency assessments into areas 
where IDP presence has been reported. Although there 
have been, and continue to be, difficulties in assessing 

humanitarian needs, priorities during this acute phase of 
the emergency have so far been identified as food, health, 
nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene, shelter and non-
food items, emergency education and protection. In order 
to address these needs, the humanitarian community in 
Yemen prepared a flash appeal, in consultation with the 
Yemeni Government. 

UNICEF trucks essential relief items to fresh waves of IDPs in Hajjah province, Yemen, © Adel 
Yahya/IRIN

As of 26 August 2009, the Central Emergency Response  x
Fund (CERF) has granted a total of $2,621,530 under 
the ‘Rapid Response’ window to help kick-start critical 
projects to respond to growing humanitarian needs in 
Sa’ada for those already displaced and those who have 
been uprooted by recent unrest.

The Yemen Flash Appeal was launched on 2 September  x
09 in Geneva by Sir John Holmes, UN Emergency Relief 
Coordinator. It calls for US$ 23.75 million to provide life-
saving activities for 150,000 people and tens of thousands 
of populations indirectly affected by the conflict until 
December 2009.  For more information and the latest 
OCHA situation report, please visit http://www.reliefweb.
int.

(2) Western Regions (West and North-West Africa: Algeria, Chad, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Senegal, Tunisia, etc) and Central Regions in countries along the 

Red Sea: Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, etc) and Eastern: in Afghanistan, India, Iran and Pakistan.  
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Syria

Inadequate rainfall during this year’s growing season is  x
exacerbating the impact of previous droughts, which have 
affected Syria since 2006. The Government of Syria and 
UN agencies estimate that some 1.3 million inhabitants 
of eastern Syria have been affected, out of whom 803,000 
have lost almost all of their livelihoods and face extreme 
hardship. Results from a UN Needs Assessment conducted 
in May 2009 suggest that up to 80% of those severely 
affected live on a diet that provides them on average 
some 50% of both caloric and protein requirements. These 
families are not able to sustain or restore their livelihood 
without emergency support including food aid, farming 
inputs, and animal feeds, supplemented by other types 
of assistance. One of the most visible consequences of 
drought is a dramatic increase in the already substantial 
migration out of the affected areas during the last year, 
due to loss of livelihoods and lack of income to buy 
food. In order to address this situation, the Humanitarian 
Community prepared the ‘Syria Drought Response Plan’, 
in consultation with the Government. The Response Plan 
seeks a total of US$ 52,938,616 to address emergency 
humanitarian needs and mitigating further impacts of the 
drought. It does not cover all needs of the most severely 
affected population, which receives assistance also from 
the Government, but focuses on the needs of 38,000 
households (some 300,000 people) considered the most 
vulnerable. The full ‘Drought Response Plan’ can be found 
on www.reliefweb.int

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red  x
Crescent Societies (IFRC) launched a US$ 3,076,415 
(€ 2,145,150) Emergency Appeal on 26 August 2009 to 
support the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) to assist 
260,000 beneficiaries  for 12 months. The Emergency 
Appeal focuses on delivering assistance and relief in the 
following sectors: distribution of food items; emergency 
health and care; water, sanitation and hygiene promotion; 
capacity building for preparedness and response; and 
logistics. US$ 303,195 (€ 211,415) was allocated from 
the International Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency 
Fund (DREF) to support this operation. The IFRC, together 
with SARC, emphasizes that the needs in the region are 
far greater than the response planned in this Appeal.  For 
more details and full appeal please visit http://www.ifrc.
org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?09/MDRSY001ea.pdf

Central Asia – irrigation system requires upgrading

A report prepared by International Water Management  x
Institute and UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
said the irrigation system in Central Asia requires further 
upgrading to meet the growing food requirements for its Drivers wait at Al-Suhaini Well, near Al-Saleh Mosque in the Yemeni capital Sanaa, for three to 

four hours to have their trucks filled with water © Adel Yahya/IRIN

Drought Prospects

Reports indicate Yemen is experiencing reduced  x
agricultural production due to late and uneven rainfall 
during the 2009 growing season. Given that over 50% of 
crops depend on rainfall, the livelihoods of subsistence 
farmers are at serious risk. The Ministery of Agriculture 
and Irrigation and the World Food Programme (WFP) 
conducted a preliminary assessment of the impact of the 
drought in Dhamar and Al Hudaydah Governorates on 
4-5 August, farmers reported that they are not purchasing 
seeds or using those subsidized through an FAO/Ministry 
of Agriculture programme fearing the crops will not reap 
any benefits. The drought comes at a time when the 
country is facing other challenges, such as high food 
prices and the global financial crisis. In response, the 
Yemeni Government has requested FAO’s and WFP’s 
assistance to assess the situation. A FAO/WFP Crop and 
Food Supply Assessment Mission are being envisaged in 
the coming months.

In addition, water shortage is leading water and  x
sanitation companies to rationalize water use in major 
cities, including the capital Sana’a, Taiz, Mukalla, al-
Beidha, al-Dhalea and Lahj. Some 90 percent of available 
water is used for agriculture, leaving just 10 percent for 
industrial and household use; specialists said that 40 
percent of Yemen’s agricultural water consumption can 
be attributed to the cultivation of Qat – a mild narcotic 
plant. The Ministry of Water Affairs was taking a 
number of steps to stop the proliferation of wells which 
exacerbated groundwater depletion; it was also helping 
citizens to switch to less water-dependent products and 
farming techniques. Water deficit is growing at 5 percent 
per year, the same rate as annual population growth. 
The government of Yemen, to implement these and other 
water rationalization strategies, needs international 
assistance.  For more information and the full article, 
please visit www.irinnews.org.
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The United Arab Emirates Red Crescent, the first to  x
respond to UNRWA’s Gaza Ramadan Appeal, contributed 
with US$100,000 in cash for the Agency to provide hot 
meals to poor refugees during this Holy Month, and a 
major in-kind donation sent from Egypt. The first trucks 
loaded with flour, sugar and rice have arrived in Gaza.

The Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) donated  x
US$261,966 to UNRWA to finance several bakeries 
across the Gaza Strip in order to distribute bread to 
Palestine refugee families. The project commenced on 
23 August. Packages of bread bearing the name and logo 
of the KRCS were handed out to recipients at numerous 
distribution points set up across the Strip. Distribution will 
continue throughout Ramadan. The KRCS also delivered 
14 trucks carrying 300 tonnes of food assistance 
intended for needy refugee families in Gaza through 
the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization (JHCO) in 
Amman. The trucks carrying 10,000 food parcels arrived 
at the JHCO headquarters on 19 August. The Kuwaiti 
Ambassador to Jordan, Sheikh Faisal al-Hamoud al-
Malak al-Sabah ceremonially presented the 14 truck 
loads to Representative of the Commissioner-General of 
UNRWA, Peter Ford, who thanked the KRCS for their kind 
and generous contribution. The Jordanian Hashemite 
Charity transported the goods to UNRWA in Gaza, which 
will then distribute the parcels to the neediest refugees 
during the month of Ramadan.

Ahmed Abdel Al, a 31-year-old taxi driver, his wife and his three young children ran for their 
lives from their home in the Al-Tufa area, east of Gaza City, after a small rocket exploded in their 
living room on 13 January. Minutes later three missiles from an Israeli F-16 leveled the home, said 
Ahmed, © Erica Silverman/IRIN

increasing population (experts estimate that the demand 
for food and animal fodder will double over the next 50 
years). Unless properly managed, water depletion and 
pollution will contribute to food vulnerability in Central 
Asia, which relies heavily on its scarce water sources, 
with 61-80 percent of cultivated lands in Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan and 81-100 percent in Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan are irrigated, compared to 34 percent in 
Asia alone. The full report “Revitalizing Asia’s Irrigation: 
To sustainably meet tomorrow’s food needs” can be 
found on http://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/.

UNRWA Launches “Gaza Ramadan Appeal”

On August 17, UNRWA launched a “Gaza Ramadan  x
Appeal” for US$181 million. The Appeal for fresh funds 
was prompted by the continuous humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza as well as by the shortage of funds available to 
the Agency. With thousands of refugees still living in 
tents or in the ruins of their houses destroyed during the 
Israeli military operation “Cast lead” in Gaza earlier this 
year and poverty still on the rise, it is urgent that UNRWA 
responds to the dire needs of the affected refugees. The 
Appeal covers the requirements not only for Ramadan 
but also through until the end of the year. UNRWA aims 
to create jobs for approximately 55,000 refugees (i.e. 
around 60 percent of all unemployed refugees in Gaza). 
The Agency also plans to provide cash assistance for 
the poorest of the poor to help them repair their houses 
with the limited building supplies available despite the 
blockade, and to help them with rent and other vital 
necessities in the interim. This situation can and will only 
be curtailed by lifting the siege on Gaza. For additional 
information please visit www.unrwa.org

On the occasion of Ramadan, the Khalifa Bin Zayed  x
Foundation (KBZF) donated US$1 million to poor Gaza 
and West Bank refugees. The funds were distributed 
equally between the two fields of operation. In Gaza, the 
funds will be used to offer hot meals to close to 130,000 
needy refugees during the month of Ramadan, while in 
the West Bank and the Jerusalem area; the donation will 
enable the Agency to purchase food items for 18,440 
parcels.

Photo source UNRWA
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Saudi Arabia donated 13.5 tons of dates to UNRWA  x
intended for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. A small 
ceremony to announce the donation was held on 26 
August 2009 and attended by HE Ali Awad Al-Ussairy, 
Saudi Ambassador to Lebanon, and UNRWA’s Chief 
Field Relief and Social Services Programme in Lebanon 
and a Project Field Officer.

Pakistan

Appointment of Special Envoy for Assistance to Pakistan:  x
H.E the Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert of France has 
been appointed as a Special Envoy for Assistance to 
Pakistan. The Special Envoy will assist the Government of 
Pakistan and the international community in responding 
to the present humanitarian, recovery and reconstruction 
needs relating to the country’s displacement crisis.

Heavy rainfall on 16 August caused flash floods  x
originating from the Karamar Mountains in Swabi and 
Mardan Districts in North West Frontier Province (NWFP). 
There have been about 27 deaths with nine people still 
missing, and estimated 400-450 houses destroyed 
along with massive losses to crops and livestock. 
The Government of Pakistan, UN agencies and other 
humanitarian organizations provided relief activities in 
the flood affected areas. For more information and the 
latest OCHA situation report, please visit http://www.
reliefweb.int

Bringing hope to HIV-positive people in Pakistan; in  x
a bid to promote and protect the rights of the persons 
living with HIV/AIDS the first Positive Cricket Club was 
formed under the aegis of the Pakistan Society http://
www.pakistansociety.org, an NGO working for the rights 
of people living with the virus and injecting drug users in 
Sindh Province. Like everywhere in the world, HIV positive 
people continue to face discrimination and stigma, owing 
the common misconceptions about the HIV/AIDS. Thus, 
gaining the match against a Youth Club in Hyderabad, 
meant gaining a round in a long lasting battle against 
discrimination. The full article can be found on http://
www.plusnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=85908

According to a report in Al Shabeeba newspaper on 5  x
August, the Government of Oman sent an aid delivery to 
the Pakistani displaced population in Gelozay Camp in 
the outskirts of the city of Peshawar. 4000 families are 
targeted by the aid which is comprised of about (695) tons 
of food, seven tons of medical materials and medicines 
in addition to the generators. Six ambulances will be 
delivered at a later stage to the valley of Swat. This is 
a first instalment in series of aid responses from the 
Government of Oman to Pakistani Displaced population.  

Pakistan has won the World Bank Grant Competition 2009  x
for Nutrition Projects in South Asia following a contest 
among 1000 project proposals submitted by private 
organization from five countries of South Asia. The Grant 
competition was for child and infant nutrition related 
projects and Pakistan’s “Home Based Rehabilitation of 
Severely Malnourished Children” was selected as one 
of the best proposals in the region. The project proposal 
submitted by Health Education and Literacy Program 
(HELP), Pakistan will be implemented, as pilot project, in 
two different union councils of Sanghar, located in rural 
Sindh. 38 percent of the six to 24 months of children are 
suffering from acute malnutrition and 13.3% from wasting. 
Pakistan times 13 August 2009

Lebanon

The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Lebanon  x
(UNIFIL) conducted a two day large scale disaster 
response exercise with the Lebanese Armed Forces, in 
which they simulated a response to an earthquake with a 
magnitude of six on the Richter in the south of the country. 
The exercise aimed at testing and reinforcing the existing 
UNIFL and Lebanese Army preparedness and response 
mechanisms and included the deployment of emergency 
LAF and UNIFIL teams, aerial and ground reconnaissance 
of the affected area, search, rescue and relief activities 
including first aid for victims, medical evacuation by 
ground and air transportation, deployment of fire-fighting 
and engineers for clearing debris and explosive ordnance 
disposal. The exercise was carried out in cooperation 
with a number of government institutions and non-
governmental organizations in Srifa village.

Upcoming Events

11 September 2009: Annual CERF debriefing, New 
York.
29-30 September 2009: CERF training workshop, 
Cairo. 

For more information, please contact:
Amal Saeed, OCHA Cairo, 0020 16 665 0626,
saeed5@un.org


