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Highlights

The Special Humanitarian Envoy for the Secretary 
General, Mr. Abdul Aziz Arrukban, concluded a five-day 
mission to Somalia with a brief visit to Dubai in order to 
raise awareness in the Gulf region about the scale of the 
humanitarian crisis in Somalia. 

Across the region, there have been several attacks on 
civilian targets resulting in dozens of deaths, including an 
ambush on an NGO road mission in Central Afghanistan 
that killed four humanitarian aid workers, and bomb 
attacks in Algeria and Lebanon.  

There have been two major appeals in the region for 
humanitarian funding. In Tajikistan, the Humanitarian 
Country Team requested US$ 2 million from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF), and in Afghanistan 
the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General 
called on donors to respond quickly to a US$404 million 
appeal made last month for emergency food, WASH, 
Nutrition, Health, Protection assistance, and support to 
Agricultural Recovery.

Regional Events

This month, there were two major events in the region 
designed to raise awareness of the International Search 
and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG). On 26-27 August, 
the Dubai Police hosted a workshop, in cooperation with 
OCHA and the German Agency for Technical Support 
(THW), to raise awareness of the mandate and duties 
of INSARAG, as well as the humanitarian role of the UN 
and the tools and services available to countries in the 
event of a sudden onset disaster. Attending the workshop 
were representatives of the Search and Rescue Units and 
Civil Defense Officers from all 7 Emirates of the UAE, as 
well as representatives from Bahrain, Lebanon, Morocco, 
the occupied Palestinian territory, Tunisia, Hungary and 
Germany. 

Earlier in the month, from 5-8 August, a United Nations 
Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) and 
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INSARAG familiarization Course was run in Moscow, 
in cooperation with OCHA’s Field Coordination Support 
Section and the Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations. 
This was the first course of its kind in the region, and it was 
attended by senior officials from disaster management 
authorities from 11 countries from the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. 

On 14 August, the UN International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR) Regional Office for West Asia and 
North Africa signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Arab Network for Environment and Development 
(RAED), in Cairo. RAED is one of the most active and well 
represented civil society institutions in the Arab region 
with its headquarters in Cairo and National Coordinators 
in most Arab States. This MOU establishes a framework 
for cooperation between UN/ISDR and RAED to develop 
and implement joint initiatives to support the countries of 
the Arab region to strengthen risk reduction effort related 
to environment and climate change.

Hundreds of thousands of animals have perished because of extremely cold weather and drought 
over the past 12 months. | Photo: Zainul Abidin Abidi/IRIN

P.O.Box 506011, UN OCHA ROMENACA, Phone: (+971) 4-368 1022, Fax: (+971) 4-368 1023 • http://ochaonline.un.org/romenaca



OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS - OCHA

P.O.Box 506011, UN OCHA ROMENACA, Phone: (+971) 4-368 1022, Fax: (+971) 4-368 1023 • http://ochaonline.un.org/romenaca

Humanitarian Update  August 2008

2

A regional pandemic influenza simulation between 
Israel, Jordan and Palestine took place on 30 - 31 August 
in Istanbul, Turkey, under the auspices of the Middle 
East Consortium on Infectious Disease Surveillance 
(MECIDS). Participants included 32 representatives 
from various government departments from Jordan, 
Palestine, and Israel as well as officials from the World 
Health Organization and UN OCHA. Observers included 
representatives from the Ministry of Health in Turkey, 
the Global Health and Security Initiative, and Search for 
Common Ground. The objectives of the exercise were to 
1) prepare regional responses to selected aspects of an 
evolving pandemic emergency; 2) increase awareness 
of the roles and responsibilities of each key ministry/
sector; 3) strengthen response relationships across 
the three countries; 4) identify gaps in regional and 
country planning for regional cooperation, and plan 
initial priority actions to address these gaps; and 5) 
develop recommendations to help guide further MECIDS 
investments in programming.

Afghanistan

Four International Rescue Committee (IRC) aid  x
workers - three female international staff members 
and an Afghan driver - were killed on 13 August 
in an ambush in Logar Province in Afghanistan. 
Another Afghan driver was critically wounded. The 
group was traveling to Kabul in a clearly marked IRC 
vehicle when they came under fire. In response to 
the murders the IRC suspended its programmes in 
Afghanistan but is currently reviewing them with a 
view to restarting them in a way that increases the 
security of its staff. Another aid worker was kidnapped 
and killed in Nangahar Province last week, bringing 
the death toll of national and international NGO staff 
in Afghanistan to 24 so far this year, compared to 19 
during the whole of 2007.

The Special Representative of the Secretary General,  x
Mr. Kai Eide, issued a statement on 26 August on 
civilian casualties caused by military operations in 
Shindand district of Herat province. Following reports 
of large numbers of civilian casualties caused during 
military operations in Shindand district of Herat 
province, the United Nations Assistance Mission to 
Afghanistan’s (UNAMA) human rights team conducted 
a mission to the affected area to investigate these 

reports. They met with the District Governor and local 
elders and interviewed people from a number of 
households in Nawabad village, and found convincing 
evidence that some 90 civilians were killed; 60 children, 
15 women and 15 men. 15 other villagers were wounded 
or otherwise injured. Mr. Kai Eide stated that this matter 
is of grave concern to the United Nations and noted 
that “it is vital that the international and Afghan military 
forces thoroughly review the conduct of this operation 
in order to prevent a repeat of this tragic incident”. 

Afghan paramedics carry the body of a foreign aid worker as another body lies in a coffin in 
Logar province, Afghanistan, Wednesday. | Photo: Rafiq Maqbool/Associated Press

On 19 August, the Special Representative of the UN  x
Secretary-General for Afghanistan called on donors 
to respond quickly to a US$404 million appeal made 
in July to provide emergency food aid to five million 
vulnerable Afghans affected by drought and high food 
prices. On the heels of an unusually cold winter that 
killed over 315,000 animals, thousands more have 
died due to a severe drought in northern Afghanistan 
that has dried pasturelands, reduced water sources 
and drought-related diseases. In addition, up to 80 per 
cent of rain-fed agriculture - over one third of domestic 
production - has failed because of inadequate rainfall. 
In his statement, Mr. Eide called on “donors to commit 
resources as soon as possible… the [requested] amount 
of money needs to come in soon”, so that aid workers 
can distribute 230,000 tonnes of food aid to five million 
of the most needy people, and support agriculture and 
animal husbandry, and deliver live-saving medical 
assistance.

According to UNAMA, 35 per cent of Afghanistan’s 
estimated 26.6 million population cannot meet their 
minimum daily food requirements and most house-
holds spend about 85 per cent of their income on food, 
compared to 65 per cent in 2005.
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along the lines of an appeal document to galvanise sup-
port for preparedness measures and reduce the time to 
launch an appeal if or when needed. It is expected that the 
contingency document will be ready by 30 September.

Yemen

Based on figures from humanitarian partners, more  x
than 20,000 households - or 130,000 persons – have 
been displaced throughout the governorate, staying 
mainly in 7 camps or with host families within and 
around Sa’ada town. Despite the government’s 
pronouncement that the war is over, many families 
remain displaced – unable to return to their homes 
because of destruction or for fear of a reprisal of the 
conflict. These families are living in dire conditions 
and are wholly reliant on assistance – particularly 
food and shelter needs. Although many people have 
now returned to their homes, those whose homes and 
farmlands were destroyed during the fighting have 
remained displaced and living in tents. 

On 10-12 August, a joint UN and International NGO 
Inter-Agency Rapid Needs Assessment Mission 
traveled to Sa’ada town to assess the situation of 
internally displaced persons, and expect to publish a 
report within the next month. Preliminary findings from 
the Sa’ada Reconstruction Committee suggest that 
5,370 houses, 201 public facilities, 130 schools and 38 
health facilities have been damaged or destroyed, and 
the majority of Sa’ada residents who fled their homes 
due to the fighting between Yemeni government troops 
and Al Houthi rebels are suffering from a lack of food 
and basic services. 

Tajikistan

The Humanitarian Country Team in Tajikistan submitted  x
a request to the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) for US$ 2 million for urgent assistance in the 
nutrition and food security sector. It is expected that 
an Appeal that addresses further needs related to 
food and the winter energy crisis will be launched in 
September. 

On 28 August, the Presidents of the Shanghai  x
Cooperation Organization (SCO) and SCO Observer 
Delegations arrived in Dushanbe, Tajikistan for the 8th 
meeting of the SCO Presidents Council. The summit 
meeting focused on the most important areas of 
SCO member states’ collaboration; security policy, 
international terrorism, and trade and economic 
cooperation. The Dushanbe Declaration of SCO 
Presidents was signed at the meeting; for the full text, 
please visit http://www.sectsco.org.

Kyrgyzstan

The Government of Kyrgyzstan, donors, the UN  x
County Team and other partners are coordinating their 
efforts to mitigate the impact of the expected energy 
emergency this winter. On 15 August, a Donor Council 
Meeting was held with the Minister of Energy and 
Natural Resources of the Kyrgyz Republic in Bishkek, 
where the Government officially asked donors for 
assistance with the emergency situation in the energy 
sector.

As in Tajikistan, water, energy, and food security con-
cerns are increasing in Kyrgyzstan, and it is expected 
that the situation will worsen over the winter period. 
To mitigate energy black-outs during the height of the 
winter, the Government has already introduced limita-
tions on electricity consumption for citizens and gov-
ernment institutions. Nevertheless, they indicated that 
a winter-energy crisis could not be totally averted.

On request of the United Nations Resident Coordina-
tor, donors have mapped the resources that they have 
available or may be able to draw upon to assist with the 
energy crisis this winter. With the assistance of the UN 
OCHA, the UN and the international community in Kyr-
gyzstan will prepare a humanitarian contingency plan, 

Saada residents receiving WFP food assistance. | Photo: WFP
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Bahrain

The Kingdom of Bahrain, in collaboration with the  x
UN Country Team and UN International Strategy 
for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), organized a national 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) workshop in Manama 
on 18-19 August 2008. Over 70 national participants 
were introduced to concepts and trends of DRR, 
national platforms, and the implementation, monitoring 
and reporting on the Hyogo Framework for Action, and 
discussed challenges and priorities. As requested 
by the government, UN/ISDR provided technical 
support and guidance to national stakeholders on (a) 
establishing a national platform for DRR and (b) the 
implementation, monitoring and reporting of Hyogo 
Framework for Action at the national level.

Lebanon

On 13 August a bus carrying civilians and soldiers  x
was hit by a bomb in Lebanon’s second-largest city, 
Tripoli. At least 17 people were killed, including 10 
soldiers, and 40 were wounded. The blast, for which 
no group immediately claimed responsibility, and 
the latest violence came at an especially sensitive 
time for Lebanon. On 12 August, after weeks of 
negotiations and five days of heated debate, the 
parliament approved a government of national unity 
that, it is thought, will give Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
opposition more say in the running of the country. 
The blast also came as Lebanese President Michel 
Suleiman was preparing for a landmark visit to Syria, 
which has been accused of repeated interference in 
Lebanon’s internal affairs.

Among others, United Nations agencies, Yemeni Red 
Crescent (YRC), ICRC, International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Islamic Relief 
Yemen, International Community Services, Médecins du 
Monde, CARE International, Médecins Sans Frontières, 
and several local organizations have been providing 
assistance across all key sectors in Yemen, directly 
and indirectly, for several months.  However, reports 
indicate that, in many cases, aid has only reached those 
living in tents near the highway or in YRC-managed 
camps in the provincial capital Sa’ada, whereas the 
majority of displaced are sheltering in remote areas 
far from Sa’ada city. On  9 August, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) released a request 
to the government for more access, since the security 
situation has hampered ICRC’s ability to reach affected 
persons.

Iran

Since the beginning of August, more than seven new  x
cases of cholera were identified in Qom, a city close to 
the capital. The Government of Iran has disseminated 
information leaflets on the disease and urged people 
to take extra caution, since there are fears that it could 
spread further with the beginning of the colder weather. 
Fifty-eight cases of cholera have been identified in Iran 
this year.

There were two capacity-building workshops held in  x
Tehran this month. The first was held for the office of 
the Governor of Tehran on “Earthquake Risk Reduction” 
on 11-13 August, and was facilitated by the Natural 
Disaster Research Institute of Iran. The workshop 
aimed to raise awareness of the most effective methods 
of reducing and/or managing the risks arising from 
earthquakes. The second, “Gender in Emergencies: 
Women Empowerment”, was held on 23- 24 August 
2008. This workshop was sponsored by the UN Gender 
Team Group, and run by UN OCHA in cooperation 
with UNFPA. The main objective was to improve the 
mobilization of both men and women as active partners 
in all emergency phases and to develop gender equality 
standards and increase local capacities. A Gender 
Handbook in Humanitarian Action has been translated 
into Farsi and will be published within the next month. TRIPOLI, Lebanon (Reuters) - At least 15 people including nine soldiers were killed in Lebanon 

on Wednesday, according to security sources, in the deadliest attack on the army since a battle 
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Algeria

In recent months Algeria has suffered regular attacks  x
blamed on Islamist insurgents linked to al-Qaeda. On 
20 August, 12 people were killed and 42 injured by 
twin car bombs that hit barracks and a bus in Bouira, 
south-east of the Algerian capital. The previous day, 
another car bomb had killed 48 people and injured a 
further 38 at a police college near Boumerdes, east of 
Algiers, and on 6 September a bomb attack targeting a 
police post at a holiday resort, killed eight people and 
wounded 25.

Useful Links
www.reliefweb.org
www.humaniatarianappeal.net
www.ochaopt.org
www.ochairaq.org
www.irinnews.org
http://cerf.un.org 
www.unhcr.org
www.wfp.org

Forthcoming Events
1-4 September: “Conflict Prevention: Analysis for 
Action” Workshop, Turkmenistan

September (tbc): Interagency preparedness/response 

simulation exercise in Uzbekistan 

For more information, please contact:
Nadia Evans, OCHA Dubai, 00971 50 2279808, 
evans2@un.org


