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Introduction  
 

According to various reports half of Darfur's 6 million people are directly affected by the 
conflict. More than 700,000 people have been internally displaced in the past year as a result 
of the continued conflict, thousands of villagers fled their villages, several villages burned, 
wiped out and thousands of lives lost.  
 
In response to the escalating crisis in Darfur, a CARE Sudan assessment team- composed of 
seven staff members with varied backgrounds namely: health and nutrition, food security, 
water and sanitation, education, protection, safety and security -visited South Darfur State to 
gather information on the humanitarian situation and to undertake rapid field assessments in 
as many locations as time and access permitted. Between 21st - 30th March 2004, the team 
conducted several meetings with the Humanitarian Assistance Commission (HAC), 
international and national humanitarian agencies, the UN Agencies and the related 
government institutions in Nyala. CARE’s Assessment team was able to visit four areas 
where populations of displaced persons were concentrated. These respectively were Kass, 
Kailek, Kabum and Kalma Camp.  

 
Objectives  
 

1. Gain an understanding of the humanitarian situation in Darfur State. Carryout 
assessments in specific areas and gain area specific information about affected 
populations. 

2. Identify present and future needs and identify possible interventions . 
 
Methodology 
 

The team used various techniques to assess the situation in the areas visited. These 
techniques included direct observation and both interviews and focus group discussions with 
the local authorities, the displaced persons and the host communities. Secondary data from 
UN and international agencies was also used.  

 
Background 
 

The team visited four locations which are Kass town, Kailek, Kabum and Kalma camp.  
§ Kass Town is the administrative center of Kass Locality and is located 86 kilometers 

west of Nyala. Kass is one of the nine South Darfur localities and it is composed of three 
Administrative Units (Shattaya, Kass and Janoub El Jabel). The total population of the 
locality is 365,000 persons and is dominated by the Fur tribe.  

§ Kailek is one of the main Shattaya villages within Kass and had a total population of 
5000 persons. The Shattaya Administrative Unit has been seriously affected by the 
conflict with all 23 ethnic Fur villages being completely displaced to Kass Town, Nyala 
and Kailek, etc.   

§ Kabum is an administrative unit in Ed EL Firsan Locality of South Dar Fur State, with a 
total population of 129,000 with the dominant Arab tribe (Bani Halba). Around 6,000 
persons are displaced to this area from the areas of Wadi Saleih.  
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§ Kalma is the only official camp of war affected people in South Dar Fur, 17 kilometers 
East Nyala, with a total population of 7,056 as of March 28, 2004.  

Assessment Findings  
 
Kass Town -  (Kass Locality- South Darfur State)                                                     24th March 
 
General Conditions  
 
In Kass, a discussion was held with the Kass Locality Commissioner about the humanitarian 
situation of the locality and the Localities’ needs for support. The Commissioner reported that 
Kass Locality is seriously affected by conflict and that population displacement has occurred 
throughout the entire locality.  IDPs are now beginning to congregate in Kass town.  Over 5,000 
persons displaced from areas of Shattaya Administrative Unit are now in Kass and are being 
hosted by relatives. An additional 2,500 to 4,000 displaced persons - who have no relatives 
within the town – are now temporarily being accommodated in schools in the town.  
 
The Commissioner alerted the Assessment Team of a serious situation in Kailek  (about 64 Kms 
South West Kass) where 35,000 to 40,000 displaced people are situated. HAC has already 
provided some food assistance to these people. As protection is the top priority of those 
displaced, the commissioner sent policemen to Kailek to ensure safety and security of the 
displaced people. 
 
CARE visited the IDP camps immediately following our visit with the Commissioner. The IDPs 
who were not able to stay with host families were divided up into three different schools.  Two 
of these schools were visited and in these two schools there appeared to be approximately 3,000 
persons.   
The Assessment Team was only able to carryout an assessment in one of these areas where 
approximately 1,500 persons had just arrived in the early morning on trucks from the areas of 
Shattaya and Kailek. About 70% of these arrivals were women and children.  The displaced 
people appeared to be exhausted and some appeared to be traumatized.  They arrived carrying 
nothing other than their children and some old utensils. They did not arrive with any food, 
clothing or any other personal property.  
 
The school in which they were temporarily placed was a primary school covering an area of 
approximately 350 meters x 150 meters containing some 10 school buildings – 3 of which had no 
roofs.  Inside these buildings women and young children had gathered for protection from the 
sun and from other elements. As mentioned, children appeared to be exhausted, most were 
sleeping and or were stationed very close to their mothers.  Children did not exhibit any sense of 
curiosity nor was there evidence of any play.     
 
Civilian protection: 
 
All 23 villages ,namely Fur Villages, within the Shattaya Administrative Unit have been burned 
and looted by armed horsemen. In response to the IDPs concern for those remaining in Kailek 
the commissioner of Kass locality sent some policemen to Kailek to ensure security and enable 
the humanitarian agencies to provide humanitarian assistance.  
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Trucks which delivered food to Kailek yesterday returned fully loaded with IDPs from the same 
Kailek. The  IDPs did not want the food as much as they wanted to flee that locality and seek 
protection in Kass.. 
 
The IDPs expressed great concern over their present level of safety. Girls were afraid to move 
out of the school compound and were fearful of fetching water. Older women were being sent to 
collect water. The IDPs who had just arrived from Kailek were extremely worried about their 
friends and family left behind in Kailek. In several different focus groups we heard the displaced 
ask for help to move the rest of their village here to Kass especially that many men had left 
behind their families.  
 
Food security: 
 
Food had just been delivered to the IDPs and some people were in the process of preparing 
sorghum porridge to eat.  Given the newly arrived status of the IDPs it was very difficult to 
determine their basic status.  Interviews with  a group of men revealed that their villages had 
been attacked on February 10th  by Janjaweed.  Families had to flee with out any food rations and 
their villages were burned.  Food stocks in their households were burned or looted during this 
attack.  Animals were also looted at this time.  Families moved to Kailek where they have been 
living for the past 40 days.  One truck of food arrived during that time with rations from HAC.  

 
Non food items and shelter: 
 
The displaced persons (mostly women and children) in Kass are temporarily housed in ten school 
buildings and are camped out under trees found around the perimeter of the school. Neither the 
host communities nor the schools will continue providing appropriate shelter for the displaced 
persons in the long run. The situation of those displaced persons hosted by communities is not 
clear. None of the IDPs interviewed had any shelter materials, blankets, etc with them.  A few 
cooking pots and utensils were evident and it appeared that families were sharing these to 
prepare food together.   
 
Health and nutrition situation and facilities 
 
Kass Hospital provides preventive and curative services and its capacity is 50 beds for pediatrics, 
surgery, and medicine wards. Two medical doctors, 2 medical assistants, 30 nurses, one lab 
technician, one pharmacy assistant, one vaccinator, one health visitor and four midwives work at 
the hospital. The lab provides only routine simple investigations at a cost of 500 SD per 
specimen. There is only a small supply of drugs available that was supplied by UNICEF in the 
form of medical kits. The major drugs supplier to the area is a private pharmacy which gets its 
drugs from Nyala. Drugs are sold to patients at full cost. None of the health units and 
dispensaries around Kass were operational. 
 
The cold chain system in Kass hospital is composed of a functioning deep freezer, a non-
functioning refrigerator, cold box and two vaccine carriers. No measles or meningitis vaccination 
campaigns have been conducted in the areas and the measles coverage was 51%. 
The Maternal Child Health (MCH) services are very poor. MCH operates twice a week. Women 
attendance to antenatal care is poor. This is reflected by high incidence of emergency cesarean 
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sections in the hospital during the last month. Postnatal care visits are not conducted.  Family 
planning methods were distributed but at cost of 500 SD / cycle. 
 
The case load to the out patient department has been increasing during the last two months and is 
on average 60 to 80 cases a day. The major health problem in the area with respect to children 
under-five was watery blood diarrhea, ARI and eye skin infections. The goiter endemic in the 
area is asymptomatic.  
 
There were 27 cases of traumatic injury due to gunshots (bullets) admitted to Kass hospital in the 
past month. 10 were females aged between 14 -50 years of age and 17 adult males. There were 
five cases of mortality among children under five during the last week.  The nutritional status of 
the population is relatively stable as they have recently arrived.    
 
None of the health services in the four areas visited were well equipped to provide the required 
support to the displaced persons.   
 
Water and sanitation: 
 
The Water sources available in Kass town are deep boreholes, hand pumps, and shallow hand 
dug wells. The IDPs closest water facility is around one kilometer away from the displaced 
persons location.  Women and children take care of fetching water. The IDPs do not have enough 
water containers thus forcing them to make several trips a day to get the amount of water 
required for the household.   
 
Based on a family size of nine persons, the size of the gerry cans and the number of trips per day 
made to collect water, it was determined that the IDPs on average use 10 liters of water per 
person per day.  
 
There is only one latrine in the area for approximately 1,500  persons. The latrine is dirty and 
non-accessible to many displaced persons.  For these reasons most people use the open area for 
defecation. The displaced persons are living in conditions of very poor hygiene and having to use  
poor hygienic practices (not enough water to wash).  
 
Education: 
 
The conflict in Kass locality has greatly affected the education program in Kass town. The 
Ministry of Education records show a decline in student attendance of 50.9% in the past year.  
 
Recommendations: 
 
§ The IDPs in Kass Town will need to be relocated into a more permanent site in Kass. If 

relocation is undertaken, the site should be selected in collaboration with the IDP tribal 
leaders and should be in an area that the local authorities has provided and would be able to 
assure the safety and security of the IDPs in the camp. 

§ A health facility should be established within this IDP site to accommodate basic Primary 
Health Care (PHC) services that are needed.  
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§ Given the rapid IDP population growth in comparison to the town population, support 
(equipment, drugs) should be provided to Kass hospital.  

§ Provision of shelter and non-food items to the IDPs in Kass is essential. Shelter facilities 
should be provided prior to the relocation of the IDP. 

§ A general food ration will have to be provided to the IDPs.  
§ Students of primary and secondary age need to have access to school facilities and necessary 

requirements should be provided to accommodate their needs. 
§ Given the  traumatic / violent nature of the IDP’s displacement, psychological counseling 

should be provided. 
 
 Kailek -  (Kass Locality- South Darfur State)                                                             25th March 
 
General Conditions 
 
In Kailek which is 64 Km South West of Kass, the team found IDPs living under inhumane 
conditions. They were crammed into a very small area in the remains of a burnt out village 
without proper shelter, enough food, and because of the existence of armed militia in the area 
they were unable to leave the vicinity of the IDP site and had no freedom to move  away from 
this location.  These IDPs desperately need to be protected. Sanitation and general health 
services were also extremely poor.  As people were afraid to move out of the burnt-out market 
area they had to openly defecate only a few meters from the areas in which they slept and ate.  
Flies covered the area and areas smelled strongly of human faeces. 
 
Civilian Protection: 
 
On route to Kailek, the team passed through nine Fur villages completely burned, destroyed and 
deserted. These villages are Milla, Owda, Kamba, Bronga, Madani, Tadari, Aibo Shimal, Aibo 
Janoub and Kailek. In Aibo the team saw houses burning and some people on horses and camels 
taking crops from ground stores and loading their camels, and their animals were grazing in the 
village. The displaced people reported that Kailek village was burned twice in forty days time 
and the most recent one was on March 8, 2004. In one of the villages the team saw some huts 
burning and the smoke of the burning huts indicated that there were some crops burning as well.  
In Kailek, the IDPs encountered were in constant fear and under daily threat, harassment and 
restriction of movement for fetching water, collecting firewood, fruits from their gardens and 
traveling to nearby relatives. They appeared to be tense and stressed.  Their top priority was 
simply to get out of Kailek to a safer place. The provision of relief assistance without proper 
safety and security measures will bring them more harm. No assistance is recommended in that 
place unless further action is taken to provide safety and the government guarantees security 
measures and protection.  
 
The displaced persons in Kailek fled from villages of Shattaya, Sigjeer, Torobaida, Derleiwa, 
Tiri, Shanga, Forfur, Kailek, Gumi, Megra, Romalia. The total population of Shattaya 
administrative unit was 44,000 persons before the displacement. During the visit, the displaced 
persons reported that no people were left in these villages. The majority of the displaced persons 
are women, children and some elderly. 
 
Food Security: 
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The displaced persons in Kailek, were not able to harvest their farms. The attack started in 
January, the pre - harvest time and their previous stocks were looted and burned. For this reason, 
they could not bring with them any food, animals or any other properties to survive.   
HAC sent some food to Kaileik (cereal), however, most of the displaced persons reported that 
they had no money to buy other food components. Some of them were found boiling sorghum 
for the children to eat and others reported that they were not able to find salt in the area for over 
4 days.  
 
Without continuous regular free food distribution it will be difficult for the displaced persons to 
sustain their lives. They have no freedom of movement to develop other coping mechanisms as 
collection of firewood, charcoal, collection of wild fruits or selling water. 
 
Non – food items and Shelter: 
 
The displaced people in Kailek are living under trees, and have nothing more to protect them 
from sun, rain and have no privacy. They reported to the team that they sleep on the ground 
using small torn mats. The situation will be more serious upon start of the rainy season if there 
are any chances for the displaced persons to go home, as their villages were completely burned. 
The lack of proper shelter threatens the health status of the displaced persons through exposure 
to the sun, dust, rains.  
 
Health and Nutrition: 
 
In Kailek there was only one health facility (health unit), which is not functioning due to it being 
burnt and looted). There were no health personnel to give medical advice except one person who 
was trained on first aid by the SRC and three traditional birth attendants (TBAs). The general 
health services were extremely poor.  

 
The team visited the health unit and the 
list of drugs in the following table 
constitutes the whole stock available in 
the displaced center as of  March 24, 
2004.  
 
No routine EPI service and no measles vaccination were conducted and no CSM vaccination 
either. 
 
Many cases of severe watery and bloody diarrhea were seen and, many cases of eye infection 
and wide spread of pedicures within the IDPs. 
 
In the last seven days, seven deaths were reported among the IDPs. Four of them were adults and 
3 were children under five and all died of severe diarrhea. The personal and environmental 
hygiene was very poor and there were a lot of flies due to open area defecation from the 
displaced persons. Four children seen by the team medical doctor were severely malnourished.     

      
Water and Sanitation: 
 

Procaine Penicillin  Five vials 
Chloroquine Syrup two bottles 
Benzyle Penicillin  four vials 
Paracetamol tabs sixty tabs 
Amoxil tab ten tabs 
Tetracycline eye ointment twenty tubes 
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In Kailek there were some shallow hand dug wells available in the area, however as stated  
movement is difficult and restricted due to the nature of the insecurity existing within the areas. 
The IDPs have no water storage containers therefore they make several trips a day to the water 
sources. Due to the risks involved with getting water, only very old women and old men fetch 
water for the family in this particular crisis. As a result of this, the displaced persons limited 
themselves to less than 10 liters of water per person per day.    
 
The sanitation situation at the displacement site is extremely poor; the displaced persons defecate 
near the trees where they stay in the open area, which resulted in a lot of flies and very poor 
environmental and personal hygiene.   
 
Education: 
 
The conflicts in Kass locality, Shattaya administrative in general and Kailek village in particular 
has negatively affected the schools in the area.  Many people fled from the area with their 
children to semi towns as Kass and towns as Nyala. The team observed that the roof (metal 
sheet) of Kailek school was looted and the school is deserted. The children are either moved to 
Kass, Nyala or stay with relatives in Kailek. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
§ The IDPs in Kailek should be moved out of the present location. The environmental health 

conditions are unacceptable for human habitation. 
§ The security of IDPs is not assured, the IDPs reported constant and repeated harassment 

from armed parties. The Government of Sudan authorities need either to provide 
protection to  the IDPs in Kailek or move them to another location where protection can 
be granted. 

§ Only upon resolution of the protection issue can the other humanitarian needs be 
considered and provided.  

 
Kubbum                                                                           March 26th  2004     
 
The team conducted an assessment in Kabum , which is 137 kilometers Southwest of Nyala 
town. This assessment should be considered an addendum update to the Inter- Agency Rapid 
Need Assessment Report conducted on March 10th and 11th, 2004.   

 
General Conditions 

 
The total number of displaced persons in Kabum as of March 24, 2004 is 5,900. People were 
displaced from the Wadi Salieh Locality of West Dar Fur State (areas of Mukjar, Balda, 
Romalia, Galagasi, Artala).  
 
The main tribal group found in the camp were from the Fur ethnic group, however there are also 
some 50 families from Tama ethnic group. The current displacement site is close to the town and 
water facilities. However, this site will not be appropriate during the rainy season as the location 
is in the middle of a huge valley that washes out during the rainy season – the area is subject to 
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inundation. In addition, they are currently located at mango plantations which are needed and 
owned by local people. Continued occupation of the site may create tension with the local people 
in the long run. The local authorities are planning to relocate the displaced persons and provide 
support services in the new location. If relocation occurs it should be to a location  which is 
mutually acceptable to both the IDPs and the local community.  
 
Civilian Protection: 
 
The displaced people reported to the team that the main reasons for displacement was the 
conflict between the SLA and the government in their areas.  The site in Kubbum is relatively 
safe for the IDPs. The authorities have provided some policemen to ensure security and 
protection in the displaced persons location. The host community welcomed the displaced 
persons upon arrival and provided several assistance but security in the area is not granted. On 
several occasions armed horsemen have entered the town and threatened the IDPs. Only through 
facilitated negotiation by the host community with the Janjaweed were acts of violence avoided.   

 
Food Security: 

 
The displaced persons were able to harvest their crops prior to being attacked and they travelled 
to move with donkeys with some of this food to Kubbum. Donkeys are still available to the IDPs 
but grazing for these donkeys is of greater concern to them. They could not release them to graze 
freely and they could not go out with them for insecurity reasons.  
 
The displaced persons reported that they received biscuits, rice, dura, flour and CSB in small 
quantities from HAC. WFP through SRC has distributed sorghum to the displaced persons but 
the IDPs have reported that the food ration started decreasing from 3 kilos per person for 21 days 
to one kilograms per person for 21 days  due to food shortage.  
 
Non – food items and Shelter: 
 
The displaced persons are living beneath trees lacking proper shelter and privacy. UNICEF and 
SRC distributed about 800 pieces of plastic sheets a month ago. Some of the displaced persons 
brought with them some plastic sheets and mats to sleep on. There is freedom of movement but 
the uncertain security situation keeps the movement very limited.  Since most of the IDPs in this 
site were able to move around on donkeys, they have come with some basic supplies (clothes, 
cooking equip. etc).    
 
Health and Nutrition: 
 
There is a small health unit in Kabum with a capacity of 11 beds.   Staffing of this health unit is 
composed of one medical assistant, two nurses, ten health workers, one vaccinator, eleven 
midwives and three traditional birth attendants.  
 
The clinic provides both curative and preventive health services. The source of medicine is the 
local market at full cost to the displaced persons, however, UNICEF supplied the clinic with 
some essential drugs in the beginning of March. The medicine included intra- venous fluids, 
ORS and antibiotics.  
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The EPI is functioning with a solar refrigerator and vaccination cards available. The EPI 
coverage in the town was 80% but there is no information regarding the coverage in the 
displaced community.  They did however report that their children were not vaccinated. 
The medical assistant in Kabum and the displaced persons reported five deaths within the last 
week, three children under five and two adults all suffered from severe diarrhea. The major 
disease in the camp is ARI and malaria.  
 
Water and Sanitation: 
 
In Kubbum town there are 16 hand pumps and 20 hand-dug wells.  The displaced have access to 
only two-hand dug wells in the middle of the camp. These wells are most likely to be 
contaminated as animals and multiple containers have been used to collect water from the well.  
There are no latrines in the camp and the displaced persons defecate in an open area that creates 
an unsanitary environment. However, as the population is more free to move for  reasonable 
distances outside the IDP site they are relatively better than some other IDP sites visited by the 
team.  
 
Education: 
 
In Kabum the Ministry of Education authority are planning to absorb IDP students (900) in the 
existing schools, using two-shift systems (mornings and afternoons). The State Ministry of 
Education and UNICEF provided some materials and teachers to ensure continuation of 
educational services.  
 
However, neither the authorities nor the Ministry is now paying the incentives or salaries for the 
teachers from the displaced persons community. The school classes are very limited (only four 
classes available), and there is a need to construct eight more classes to accommodate all the new 
students.  
 
Recommendations: 
 
§ Due to the poor environmental health conditions found at the temporary site, government 

authorities are planning to relocate the displaced persons. Two sites are proposed near the 
town. Neither of these sites have been accepted by the IDP community. Prior to any movement 
of IDPs a mutual agreement should be reached with IDPs’ and local community leaders. 
§ The displaced persons in Kabum are in a better situation compared to Kass and Kailek. 

However, the security situation is not assured.  Effective security measures need to be in place 
prior to any relocation to ensure the protection of the displaced persons. 
§ A health facility should be established at the new IDP site to provide the basic Primary Health 

Care.  
§ Although Kabum has a small health unit that provides the PHC for the local people and the 

displaced persons it requires further support.  
§  MOH officials need to establish a referral system to Rehaid El Birdi hospital.  Once this 

occurs there will be a need to support this hospital with the provision of medical materials. 
§ During the rainy seasons, the roads to Kubbum may not be accessible. This may require pre-

positing of food and materials to ensure continuation of the humanitarian services. This 
should/can only be done if GoS authorities provide additional security to the town.  
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§ Upon relocation of the IDPs, shelter and non-food items are urgently needed.  IDPs will most 
likely be moving to open areas containing very little shade from the sun.  
§ There is a need to provide a general free food ration to the IDPs (its important to note that 

provision of the ration depends upon provision of secured environment ). 
§ Plans should be in place to establish schools. Girls should be given priority for morning 

sessions to reduce potential for harassment as they walk to sessions / schools or should be 
provided in safe and close proximity to IDP location.   
§ Given the traumatic / violent nature of displacement associated with burning of villages and 

properties, there will be a real need for psychological counseling. 
 
Kalma Camp                                                                                     March 27th 2004 
 
The assessment team visited Kalma camp which is 17 kilometers East of Nyala town. Kalma is 
the only official war affected displaced camp in South Dar Fur (with the exception of the Dinka 
Camps).  
 
General Information  
 
The total population of Kalma camp as reported by HAC was 7,056 persons on March 27, 2004. 
During the last month, the camp manager estimated daily new arrivals at about 100 persons per 
day. However in the past week the daily rate of new arrivals has apparently increased to a rate of 
400 persons per day. 
 
The camp manager stated that some of the displaced persons hosted by relatives in Nyala town 
were originally reluctant to go to the camp in the beginning for insecurity reasons but  have now 
decided to move to the camp. The tribal structure in the camp is 70% from Fur, 18% from 
Zagawa, 8% from Masaleet and 4% from other tribes. However, greater numbers of the 
displaced persons were displaced from areas of Kass, Shattaya, Wadi Salieh and areas near 
Nyala.  
 
Civilian Protection: 

 
Although, the displaced persons have not witnessed any attacks in Kalma camp, women and 
children have expressed concern and are worried about harassment when they move to collect 
firewood or visit relatives in other villages. Families are worried about separated family 
members and the lost children left behind in the conflict areas. The Sudanese Red Crescent 
reported that residents of the camp have reported that 25 children are missing and that has 
occurred at the time of displacement. Displaced persons in the camp informed the team that they 
will not be willing to return to their lands in the coming rainy season.  
 
Food Security: 
 
The displaced persons of Kalma camp fled from different localities of Kass, Wadi Saleih, Edd El 
Fersan, north and northwest Nyala. They stated that some of them harvested their farm crops in 
the areas of north Nyala but were affected by frequent drought before the displacement. Host 
communities who shared their resources with the displaced persons are reported to have nothing 
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remaining. There are many IDPs within this camp that first went to host families but have had to 
come to the camp once these families ability to support them ran out.  
Interviews with displaced persons indicated that they have no food stock available, no animals 
left and currently they do not have reliable coping strategies. Some displaced persons reported 
that they have been in the camp for over 20 days but could not get food.   
 
Non – food items and Shelter: 
 
In Kalma, the displaced persons reported that upon moving from Intifada to Kalma, the Nyala 
commissioner provided some construction materials, UNICEF and SRC also have distributed 
some plastic tarps.  However, many IDPs do not have any shelter materials and are camped out 
beneath trees or at inadequate shelters that barely shades them from the sun and heat. A section 
of the camp location lies in a low-lying area that will soon become an inundation in the rainy 
season. The camp needs to be reassessed and some sections moved to higher ground. Moreover, 
the site will be exposed to high densities of mosquitoes during the rains.   
Distribution of shelter materials / plastic sheets, cooking and eating utensils is important whether 
the displaced persons will remain in the camp or return home. 
  
Health and Nutrition: 
 
In Kalma camp there is a small clinic run by Ministry of Health staff, namely 2 medical 
assistants, one health visitor, three volunteer midwives from the IDPs, one health officer, 2 
nurses and one pharmacy assistant. There is no laboratory in the camp. The clinic contains one 
out-patient department that is run by the medical doctor and  the 2 medical assistants. The 
average daily attendance in this camp is ranging between 120 to 150 persons. Common diseases 
in the camp include malaria, diarrhea, ARI, and endemic goiter. The death rate reported is one to 
two per week.  

 
UNICEF and the MOH supply the drugs to the camp. The Ministry of health vaccinated the 
camp’s displaced children against the six childhood diseases but the team has no information 
with regard to the level of coverage. There was no vaccination against meningitis carried out in 
the camp.  
 
The RH services in the camp need further attention as the MCH clinic lacks essential equipment, 
drug supply and delivery room.  
 
There have been 41 cases of severe malnutrition identified and registered (MUAC). Some of the 
pregnant women have severe anemia.       

 
Water and Sanitation: 
 
There are only 6 hand pumps in the camp  - these were installed by WES. The estimated water 
accessibility per person per day is 15 liters. The displaced persons do not have enough water 
storage / containers and this again leads to the necessity of going several times to the water 
source to get water during the day. 
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There have been 100 pit latrines constructed in the camp and that represents merely 33% of the 
total need. The current environmental sanitation in the camp is stable and there are no greater 
signs of hazards. 
    
Education: 
 
The Ministry of Education established an organized school for primary age students (up to class 
five). This school absorbed 650 students (292 male and 358 are female). The secondary age 
students are absorbed in Nyala secondary schools. The UNICEF and Ministry of Education 
provided some education kits to ensure the continuation of the schools.   
 
Recommendations: 
 
§ Kalma camp may need to be modified and re-planned as some areas have proved to be an 

inundation in the rainy season.  
§ The camp needs a reception center to register new arrivals waiting beneath trees and to 

provide the required support before appropriate accommodation. 
§ The  water and sanitation facilities are under pressure as the population of the camp is 

growing quickly as a result of new and expected continued influx of IDPs . A needs 
assessment should be constantly updated and new facilities installed to keep pace with 
expansion.  
§ There is an urgent need for shelter.  Most families within the camp lack adequate shelter and 

this is of vital importance especially prior to the rainy season. 
§ There is a need to establish additional health facilities. The existing health facilities also need 

to be supported with necessary equipment, drugs, staff and related supplies.  
§ Close monitoring of children’s nutritional status  is needed. Based on this supplementary / 

therapeutic feeding should be provided.   
§ Reproductive Health facilities and adequate support at the IDP site is required. 
§ Although no attacks have been reported in Kalma camp, however, more safety and security 

measures are necessary to ensure civilian protection.  
§ A more systematic and comprehensive system of entry registration is needed.  
 


