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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Abundant and well distributed rains recorded in June/July 2010 

 Despite late rains, above average crop forecast in the 2010 
spring cropping season 

  Price of major staples are back to pre-earthquake levels; maize 
prices remain higher than in December 2009 

Following a late start, the spring rainy season was 
abundant and beneficial to crops in most of the 
country 

The 2010 spring rainy season started in April/May about 4 to 6 weeks 
later than normal. Rains were then abundantly above average in 
June/July, except in the arid North-West mountains, where a poor 
harvest was also gathered in 2009, the northern regions of the 
Artibonite department and the areas close to the epicentre of the 
earthquake in the départemenent de l’Ouest. 

Above average foodcrop output expected in 2010; 
but slightly lower than last year’s bumper crop 

Planting of the main season rice crop is complete in the central 
Artibonite irrigated plains, in the plain of Les Cayes and in the small 
irrigated areas of the North-East department. The irrigated planes have 
been well supplied with water and inputs (fertilizers, improved seed 
varieties, credit) compared to the same period in 2009 and this is 
expected to slightly increase rice production during the current summer 
season. 
 
Harvesting of the main maize crop is ongoing in the southern and 
central departments, while maize is still in its vegetative stage in the 
areas were rainfall was particularly delayed. The late rains resulted in a 
general reduction of planted area, but output may partly be offset if the 
good precipitation of June/July continues. Main season pulse crops are 
also being harvested in the humid highlands. 
 
A joint FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission 
(CFSAM) visited the country in June-July and a report is being finalized. 

Markets are well supplied and prices of most 
staples are back to pre-earthquake levels 

Abundant supplies of both local, as harvesting of some grains has 
started in several departments, and imported food are pushing down 
staple food prices, which have now generally returned to their levels 
prior to the earthquake. In the major market of Port-au-Prince prices of 
imported rice have been declining in the last few months and at the 
beginning of August 2010 rice prices were up to 25 percent lower than 
their levels in February 2010 and 20 percent lower than in July 2008. 
Similarly, quotations of local rice have also decreased and are in July 
14 percent below the level of one year ago. By contrast, despite the 
good expected 2010 production, prices of maize remain relatively 
higher than the pre-earthquake level, although a slight decline is 
observed in the last three months. 
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Gradual improvement in household food security has been reported 
following the earthquake, but close monitoring is still required in parts. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


