
The earthquake that struck Haiti on 12th 
January 2010 is one of the worst disasters of 
the century. With a magnitude of 7.3 on the 
Richter scale, the scope of the tragedy is 
hard to comprehend: 2 million people affec-
ted, 220’000 dead, 310’000 injured and more 
than 1.3 million people in need of shelter. 
Since October, Haiti was hit by a new emer-
gency for which no one had prepared: the 
cholera epidemic. But before these terri-
ble events, Haiti was already the poorest 
country in the Americas. Dubbed "cursed 
island" by some, Haiti sees a succession of 
natural disasters undermining the lives of its 
inhabitants. Terre des hommes child re-

lief(Tdh), which has being working in Haiti 
for the health and nutrition of children for 
over 20 years, expanded its activities follo-
wing the earthquake. 
 
Within the first days following the dis-

aster, Tdh mobilized an emergency re-
sponse team to support Tdh delegation ac-

tive in the southern department. The first relief 
efforts consisted in facilitating the management 
and care of 1’500 injured people flocked to the 
hospital of Les Cayes and provide emergency 
assistance to displaced people from Port-au-
Prince, Grand Goave and Petit Goave. 
 

Tdh assistance focuses on the new cholera crisis 

Subsequently, humanitarian assistance and 
direct services to improve the lives of 
75’000 people were put in place through the 
distribution of emergency shelter kits and 
non food items, the provision of drinking 
water, the construction of sanitation, the 
nutritional assessment of children under 5 
years and the establishment of protection 
and psychosocial measures for most vulner-
able children and families. At the outset, Tdh 
developed an approach that encouraged the  
return and maintaining of families near their 
former homes and avoid further displace-
ment. 
 

Eleven months after the disaster, Tdh 
continues to support families living the con-
sequences of the earthquake through the 
construction of more lasting housing, the 
establishment of permanent facilities for wa-
ter and sanitation, the care management of 

malnourished children and the individual sup-
port of most vulnerable families through com-
prehensive protection and assistance measures. 
Today, Tdh also mobilizes its teams to limit 
the impact of the cholera epidemic through 
care, prevention and protection of unaccompa-
nied children following the epidemic.  
 
In the coming months, Tdh will continue its 
efforts and treat malnourished children, pro-
tect the most vulnerable children, improve hy-
giene and sanitation, while integrating the fight 
against cholera in all its activities. Tdh works 
closely with the government and communities 
to ensure the sustainability of its activities, the 
main purpose of Tdh being to support and em-
power families and communities to rebuild 
their lives and to ensure a solid and dignified 
environment for their children.  
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Responding to disasters that follow one another 

The cholera epidemic declared on 21st October 
in the North of Haiti rapidely spread to reached 
6 weeks later all departments of the country. 
Everyday, the number of cases is increasing and 
the situation becomes dramatic. In response to 
this new  tragedy, Tdh planned for a new emer-
gency intervention on top of the ongoing ear-

thquake response.  

What is cholera? 

Cholera is a bacterial disease transmitted by 
infected water, unclean food, contact with the 
stools and secretions of sick people or corpses, 
the lack of hygiene (dirty hands) or soiled linen. 
80% of the people affected are healthy carriers, 
spreading the illness without knowing. he deve-
lopment of the illness 
can be extremely rapid. 
Within 12 hours, an 
adult can lose up to 10 – 
12 litres of body fluids. It 

is therefore essential to be treated as quickly as 
possible. Easily treatable, with reasonably priced 
medicines, the mortality rate with suitable care is 
no more than two to three percent. However, in 

Haiti, more than one sick person in ten, dies…  

Prevention through sensitization 

Prevention is the best possible way to contain 
the spread of the disease: strict hygiene, in parti-
cular washing the hands with soap, cleaning areas 
of sanitation, avoidance of raw food, boiling or 
chlorinating water, washing clothes with bleach 
and letting them dry in the sun to kill off the bac-

teria responsible for the illness. 

 

 

 

and 2’219 adults were 
sensitized and were gi-
ven soap and flasks to 

store water. 

Everyday, Tdh protection teams go in residential 
centers for children (orphanages, nurseries) to 
prevent cases of cholera and prepare managers 
and staff of these institutions on how to react in 
case of cholera among their residents. 52 resi-
dential centers were visited several times, 123 
managers and supervisory staff were trained on 
the risks of cholera and how to protect themsel-
ves. 7807 soaps, chlorox, buckets with tap for 
washing hands and buckets for water storage 
were distributed. Oral serum (to be taken in 
case of diarrhea) were also pre-positioned in 

case of cholera outbreak. 

In the South, Tdh strengthens the protection 
against cholera of malnourished children in its 
Nutritional Stabilization Unit. A device to filter 
people entering and exiting the unit was establis-
hed, health personnel were trained, and hygiene 

measures have been strengthened. 

 

Through its ongoing ear-
thquake response pro-
gramme, Tdh is in touch 
with extremely vulnera-
ble people and so those heavily exposed to the 
risks of infection. The first response of Tdh has 
been to massively sensitize the population 
about cholera and how to prevent it.. So far, 
26’670 people have benefited from awareness 
through home visits and community gatherings. 
During this awareness, each family received 
soap and chlorine tablets to  purify drinking 
water. In parrallel, Tdh has taken a dynamic 
role in broadcasting messages of awareness 
and holding training courses on cholera for 
other organisations, the media, community 

leaders and political and religious authorities. 

 

Protecting children 

Tdh has set up measures for prevention and 
protection to avoid contamination and spread 
of the epidemic in nine community recreation 
centres, in 52 orphanages  and in the Nutritio-

nal Stabilisation Unit in Les Cayes. 

In Tdh recreational centers, in the West, 62 
facilitators were trained, and 2’243 children 
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“I have myself witnessed four 

cholera epidemics in various 

parts of the world” , emphasi-

ses Doctor Michel Roulet, 

paediatrician and health re-

source person for Terre des 

hommes, “and I have never 

seen an epidemic stop under 

6 to 8 weeks, however strict 

the measures set up are” .  



Care for affected families 

Tdh has organised six mobile teams (composed of 
health and hygiene staff) to intervene at the ho-
mes of infected patients and carry out chlorination 
of water points and ensure increased awareness in 
the local environment. These teams also spray 
chlored solution to disinfect areas (toilet, shower, 
bed, kitchen, floor) directly in contact with the 
sick person. So far, the teams intervened in 17 

homes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In parrallel, Tdh is caring for unaccompanied chil-
dren who have lost all family members following 
the epidemic or who are temporarily left alone 

during the hospitalization of a parent or guar-
dian. Depending on the situation, protective 
measures are put in place (quick reunification, 

temporarily foster care,...). 

Reinforced water and sanitation measures 

In Tdh zones of intervention, systematic water 
testing is carried out and a system of chlorina-
tion by pump has been set up. On the preven-
tion front, latrines have been built as an emer-
gency in areas at greatest risk where sanitation 
in casi or nonexistant. So far, Tdh water and 
sanitation teams could conduct 74 water quality 

tests and build ten community elevated latrines. 

 

 

there is an enormous amount of work still to be 
done. In fact, Dr Roulet reminds us that “we 

must be prepared to face several weeks of sickness 

up to the peak of the epidemic. And then still some 

weeks before it is finally over. And moreover, now 

that the bacteria has installed itself, it is here to 

stay, and in the coming years episodes of new out-

breaks will have to be faced.” For this seasoned 
emergency doctor, the situation is clear: “The 

cholera epidemic has only just begun”. 

According to the World Health Organization’s 
forecast: cholera would reach up to 400’000 
people by next April with a peak expected in 
late December. Among those people, one per-

son in twenty could die.  

 

Fighting together 

Finally, Terre des hommes has made a considera-
ble effort to gather together the people concer-
ned in the construction of dedicated structures 

for the treatment of cholera.  

In the South, Tdh launched an urgent appeal to all 
stakeholders with expertise in the care and treat-
ment of cholera to mobilize and open a Cholera 

Treatment Center (CTC) in the city of Les Cayes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the western department, an interagency res-
ponse allowed the opening of a CTC with 80 
beds. Terre des Hommes, Médecins du Monde, 
Oxfam, the Swiss Red Cross and Norwegian Red 
Cross, all participated in this project. Nonetheless, 
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