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UNMAO continues to assist rescue efforts in Abyei  
 

Following the violence 
between the Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) and 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLM) in May, UNMAO 
established a temporary 
base in Abyei to coordinate 
mine action activities and 
deployed assets to destroy 
Explosive Remnants of War 
(ERW) left in a specific area 
in the township of Abyei. 

 
The Egyptian Military The Egyptian Military The Egyptian Military The Egyptian Military 
Demining CompanyDemining CompanyDemining CompanyDemining Company 
destroyed a stockpile of 
about 4,800 abandoned 
munitions and Mine Risk 
Education (MRE) was 
provided to Internally 
Displaced People (IDPs) from 
Abyei in the area of Muglad 
and Agok. 
 
UNMAO tasked Danish Danish Danish Danish 
Church AidChurch AidChurch AidChurch Aid (DCA) to conduct 
survey, technical survey, 
battle area clearance and 
explosive ordnance disposal 

in the area through the 
deployment of Multitask 
(MTT) and MRE teams. 
 
Since several UN agencies 
and NGO compounds had 
been looted during the 
conflict, it was necessary to 
physically lift all rubble and 
materials to ensure no ERW 
are missed. DCA successfully 
cleared the GOAL, Save the 
Children and Médecins Sans 
Frontières compounds, with 
a total area of 31,086 m2. 
 
DCA also conducted the 
General Mine Action 
Assessment of 14 different 
locations (incl. UNICEF, WFP 
and UNDP compounds, and 
established that further 
technical survey and battle 
area clearance were needed.  
 
Finally DCA collected and 
disposed of a total of 72 
ERW at the end of 
September.

 

Swedish mine clearance team deploys in Abyei  
 

At the request of UNMAO, the 
Swedish Rescue Services Swedish Rescue Services Swedish Rescue Services Swedish Rescue Services 
AgencyAgencyAgencyAgency (SRSA) has sent a 
four-person Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) 
team to conduct a series of 
ERW spot tasks in Abyei.  
The team will remain in the 
area until the end of 2008, 
in support of humanitarian 
activities for the return and 
reintegration of IDPs 
affected by the fighting.  
While the rainy season is 
officially over, some areas 

are still wet and the grass is 
too tall for clearance 
operations to resume in 
parts of Abyei. The Mine 
Action Committee, 
coordinated through the 
UNMIS head of office in 
Abyei, will compile all 
requests for work and define 
the priorities.  
 
The Swedish EOD team will 
start by clearing ERW that 
have been reported at the 
UNICEF and UNDP 

compounds. They will also 
work on various NGOs and 
government compounds, as 
well as on Abyei’s secondary 
schools and the Return, 
Rehabilitation, and 
Reintegration (RRR) centres 
for IDPs.  
 
The SRSA team is funded by 
the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA), an UNMAO 
partner since 2004.

Mine 
Clearance 

Save the Children compound after the looting. 
Photos courtesy of DCA © 2008 

Unexploded mortar found inside a building 
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Start of the 2008-2009 demining season 
    
Following a stand-down 
period during the months of 
rain, the new demining 
season started in October in 
Sudan. 
 
In 2008-2009, UNMAO’s first 
priority will be to clear 
primary and secondary 
routes in order to enable 
humanitarian assistance 
activities and facilitate the 
safe return of IDPs and 
returnees to their homelands 
after the long civil war.  

Among other things UNMAO 
will open a new office in El 
Geneina, focus on the 
clearance of the route 
between Malakal and Bor, 
and of all routes in Blue Nile 
State. Finally, the Landmine 
Impact Survey will be 
completed. 
 
All UNMAO partners, 
including contractors, 
international and local NGOs 
are working in the context of 
a multiyear plan which aims 

to assist Sudan to honour its 
commitment to the Ottawa 
Treaty. 
 
To date 27,947 km of roads 
have been assessed and 
opened (of which 3,404 km 
cleared). Major routes 
opened include the Yei-Juba 
road, the roads between 
Narus-Kapoeta-Juba-
Rumbek-Wau-Aweil, the 
Juba-Bor southern ring road, 
and the Damazin-Kurmuk 
road.

 

Interview with Jim Pansegrouw, ex-UNMAO Director 
 

After more than 5 years at 
the head of UNMAO, Jim 
Pansegrouw was appointed 
Operations Director of 
UNOPS in Jordan/Iraq. Under 
his leadership, UNMAO grew 
from a small programme to 
the 2nd largest Mine Action 
operation in the world. He 
reflects about his time in 
Sudan: 
    

What changesWhat changesWhat changesWhat changes have you  have you  have you  have you 
observed in UNMAO since observed in UNMAO since observed in UNMAO since observed in UNMAO since 
you joined the programme?you joined the programme?you joined the programme?you joined the programme?    
There has been tremendous 
change, especially in terms 
of relationships built 
between the northern and 
southern governments. We 
were the first agency to 
adopt a cross-line structure 
even before the 
Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement was signed. 
We’ve seen the range of our 

activities grow, from when 
the first commercial 
company arrived in 2004 
until UNAMID was added to 
our portfolio of 
responsibilities last year. 
 
Did the Mine Action Did the Mine Action Did the Mine Action Did the Mine Action 
programme face many programme face many programme face many programme face many 
constraints?constraints?constraints?constraints?    
Trust and access were the 
biggest obstacles. For a long 
time we were not allowed to 
publish our Threat Map, and 
I remember my predecessor 
saying he couldn’t get out of 
Khartoum for the first 6 
months after he arrived. 
Since 2004, things have 
loosened up though, and we 
now enjoy trust from both 
parties. 
 
What have been the biggest What have been the biggest What have been the biggest What have been the biggest 
achievements in your time?achievements in your time?achievements in your time?achievements in your time?    
One major success was 
opening 24,000 km of roads 
in Sudan, enabling people to 
return to their homes. But 
the nation building exercise 
was by far the biggest 
achievement. We saw our 
relationship with both the 
North and the South become 
very strong and they started 
trusting us. 

One memory you will take One memory you will take One memory you will take One memory you will take 
awayawayawayaway????    
It will be the day when we 
signed the first Strategic 
Framework, back in June 
2004. Until then there had 
been many obstacles and it 
had been very frustrating. 
But as I saw both ministers 
from the North and the 
South sign it, I thought ‘Now, 
we’ve established trust. 
We’ve finally got the basis 
we need to move forward’.  
 
As you are leaving Sudan, As you are leaving Sudan, As you are leaving Sudan, As you are leaving Sudan, 
what are yourwhat are yourwhat are yourwhat are your hopes for the  hopes for the  hopes for the  hopes for the 
programme?programme?programme?programme?    
I would love to see the 
transition from a UNMAO-run 
to a Nation-run programme 
go forward. I hope that the 
national authorities will be 
able to sustain Mine Action 
in Sudan. 
    
What are you going to miss What are you going to miss What are you going to miss What are you going to miss 
the most from Khartoum?the most from Khartoum?the most from Khartoum?the most from Khartoum?    
The heat and the dust, you 
don’t ever get used to it! 
Seriously, I will miss the 
people. They have been very 
nice and cooperative and 
I’ve enjoyed working with 
them.

Mine 
Clearance 
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Switzerland donates explosives to Mine Action 
 
The government of Switzerland donated SM (Swiss Ammunition) Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal systems to the Mine Action programme in Sudan. Over 
the 2,900 SM additional charges received, the majority went to support 
UNMAO’s operations in Darfur (approx 70%), while the rest was split equally 

between the North and the South. 

Ambassador Ishii attends an MRE session with AAR  
Photo UNMAO © 2008 

Ambassador of Japan visits Kadugli 
 

The Ambassador of Japan, 
Mr Yuichi Ishii, visited 
Kadugli from 27-29 August 
to review projects funded 
by the Japanese 
government.  
 
After receiving a briefing at 
the UNMAO’s regional 
office in Kadugli about 
mine action activities in 
South Kordofan, Mr Ishii 
travelled to the village of 
Saguli (25km southwest of 
Kadugli). There he 
attended a mine risk 
education session 
conducted by one of 
UNMAO’s partner, the 

Association for Aid and Association for Aid and Association for Aid and Association for Aid and 
ReliefReliefReliefRelief (AAR Japan).  
 
Impressed by the session, 
the Ambassador addressed 
the villagers of Saguli in 
Arabic, stressing that his 
government would 
continue to support the 
fight against the threat of 
landmines, as well as 
contribute to education 
and water supply in order 
to achieve peace and 
development in Sudan. 
 
The government of Japan 
has been supporting mine 
action activities in Sudan 
since 2002.

 
 

 
Demining as a symbol of national unity 
 
The Joint Integrated Joint Integrated Joint Integrated Joint Integrated 
Demining UnitsDemining UnitsDemining UnitsDemining Units    (JIDUs) are 
a national unit formed of 
engineering forces from 
both Sudan Armed Forces 
and Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army troops. The 
teams, comprised of team 
leaders, technical advisors 
and project managers with 
a total of 240 people, are a 
symbol of national unity. 
 
Between April and May 
2008, the JIDUs have been 
clearing roads in various 
areas. In the Blue Nile 
state they surveyed the 
Ayud-Malakal road and 
found a number of mines 
and ERW. 

 
The JIDUs have also been 
conducting mine clearance 
in the Red Sea state, along 
the South Toker-Marafeit-
Garorra Road where they 
found a number of anti-
personnel mines, ERW and 
small arms. 

 
Once the results of the 
clearance were approved 
by the JIDUs, the Ministry 
of Roads and Bridges 
received the certificates of 
clearance for these roads 
to start construction.

 
 

Mine 
Clearance 

Mine Risk 
Education 

Coming soon… UNMAO’s new website, on 1st December:  

www.sudan-map.org 
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“I love helping people”, says Entesar. Photo UNMAO © 2008 

What’s it like to be an MRE teacher? 
 
Entesar Salih Badri, 28, has 
been working for two years 
with the FriendsFriendsFriendsFriends of Peace  of Peace  of Peace  of Peace 
and Development and Development and Development and Development 
OrganisationOrganisationOrganisationOrganisation (FPDO). UNMAO 
followed her to the IDP camp 
of Mayo Madela, south of 
Khartoum, where she 
regularly teaches Mine Risk 
Education (MRE) sessions to 
families. 
 
“I love helping people”, says 
Entesar, “I think MRE is 
important as it helps making 
life safer. With our country’s 
conflict background, there 
can be no development 
without mine clearance and 
education”. 
 
Since she joined FPDO, 
Entesar has been reaching 
at potential returnees, 
targeting her message to the 
audience. She explains: 
“Women are more affected 
when they collect wood and 
water, while men are more at 
risk when they drive on 
dangerous roads, farm or 

graze. As for children they 
might come across a 
mine/ERW and play with it”. 
 
Beyond the typical MRE 
sessions that involve 
lectures and movies, FPDO 
have been exploring more 
creative concepts: “We are 
running a coffee house at 
women’s places where they 
can meet, chat and are 
taught about MRE”, says 

Entesar. “We’ve written 
songs, role plays and stories; 
we’ve even got an all-child 
music band”. 
 
As for her dream for Sudan? 
“I wish to see Sudan free of 
mines”, she says, “to see 
more coordination between 
international and local 
agencies so that victims that 
have been affected may lead 
a normal life”.

 
 

Mine Risk Education vital in Southern Sudan 
 
At the end of 2007, the 
European Community signed 
an agreement to donate 5 
million Euros for mine action 
in Southern Sudan. In 
addition to funding the 
clearance of landmines and 
ERW, the project is providing 
Mine Risk Education to IDPs, 
returnees and at-risk 
communities through the 
mobilization of MRE teams 
from national NGOs as well 
as a Training of Teachers 
Program to integrate MRE 
into the school curriculum.  
Achievements include:    
Enabling the safe return of Enabling the safe return of Enabling the safe return of Enabling the safe return of 
returning refugees and returning refugees and returning refugees and returning refugees and 
displaced pedisplaced pedisplaced pedisplaced personsrsonsrsonsrsons    

Operation Save Innocent 
Lives (OSIL) has been 
delivering MRE to more than 
13,000 people including 
local community members, 
returning refugees and 
displaced persons, NGOs, 
drivers and cyclists.       
    
Loud and Clear Through the Loud and Clear Through the Loud and Clear Through the Loud and Clear Through the 
Radio WavesRadio WavesRadio WavesRadio Waves    
Sudan Landmine Response 
(SLR) is reaching the broader 
public with its mine risk 
education messages via 
Miraya Fm Radio in Juba and 
Liberty Radio in Yei. To best 
reach to the younger 
audience, some messages 
are delivered by children.     

Reaching individuals at riskReaching individuals at riskReaching individuals at riskReaching individuals at risk    
In Upper Nile State, the 
South Sudan Development 
and Relief Agency (SSDRA) 
provided critical mine risk 
education to 364 individuals 
at risk in Pagak (way station). 
    
Multiplying the messages in Multiplying the messages in Multiplying the messages in Multiplying the messages in 
schoolsschoolsschoolsschools    
Working closely with the 
Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology, 
UNMAO and UNICEF, 
conducted a training of 160 
teachers to incorporate MRE 
into core school curricula in 
Arapi, Nimule (Equatoria).

Mine Risk 
Education 
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… or a camel from ISRA? Photos: Giovanni Diffidenti © 2008 Pick your choice: a tricycle from SEM… 

Tricycles, wheelchairs and crutches for Bar el Ghazal 
 

The Sudan Evangelical Sudan Evangelical Sudan Evangelical Sudan Evangelical 
MissionMissionMissionMission (SEM) is a local NGO 
focusing on the production 
and distribution of mobility 
aids and social reintegration 
in the Western Bar el Ghazal 
state. 
 
From September 2007 to 
March 2008, SEM held 
community meetings to 
identify over 200 mine/ERW 
survivors and other people 
with different types of 
disabilities as well as carried 
home visits. 
 
Throughout the meetings, 10 
people were trained as 

community based 
rehabilitation (CBR) workers. 
While the CBR training 
covered awareness of 
disabilities, their causes and 
their management, 
communities were also 
sensitized to concept of 
disability. 
 
Some victims of mine/ERW 
received basic business and 
management skills training 
in order to start their own 
income-generating activities. 
Following the training, 
beneficiaries were provided 
with goods and material 
according to the type of 

support needed and 
immediately started running 
their business. 
 
Other beneficiaries received 
counseling and mobility aids, 
including tricycles, 
wheelchairs, and pairs of 
crutches. This should 
improve their mobility and 
increase their autonomy. 
One such distribution was 
attended by the State 
Minister for Social Welfare, 
UN representatives, 
community leaders and other 
government officials.

  
 

 

Camel or Butcher shop? Pick your choice. 
 
The Islamic Relief AgencyIslamic Relief AgencyIslamic Relief AgencyIslamic Relief Agency 
(ISRA) is a local NGO active 
in the north of Sudan. 
Although their main area of 
intervention is health, their 
activities also include 
emergency relief and social 
reintegration.  
 
The Eastern state (Kassala) 
is one of the most mine/ERW 
affected states in Sudan. 
ISRA have been targeting 
rural areas in the north of 

the region, which are heavily 
contaminated by the 
presence of mines and UXO.  
 
After a number of workshops 
were held with the local 
authorities, ISRA met with 
each beneficiary to discuss 
their needs and the type of 
income generation activity 
that would be provided. 
 
The trade and business 
needs of the area mean that 

many beneficiaries wished to 
receive livestock (e.g. sheep, 
goats, camels, cows and 
calves). In other cases, the 
beneficiaries have chosen to 
take up small scale 
businesses such as a 
butcher shop, a small 
canteen, a grinding mill, etc. 
Despite some challenges 
with security procedures and 
access to desert areas, ISRA 
is showing a good example 
of customized help!

 
 

 
 
  

Victims 
Assistance 
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UNMAO co-ordinates, facilitates, and oversees all mine action activities in Sudan.  
Second largest mine action programme in the world, the agency has an annual budget of  
$73 million. UNMAO works with the national authorities, the UN, national and international agencies 
to reduce the impact of landmines and UXO in Sudan. 
 
For more info: Severine Flores, Public Information, 09121 74833, severinef@sudan-map.org  
United Nations Mine Action Office, Building 42, Block 13, Makka Street, Khartoum, Sudan. Tel: +249 (0)155 771 898 

Third Transition workshop in Khartoum 
 
The 3rd transition workshop 
was held in Khartoum on 27-
28th August. Building on 
earlier meetings held in 
Nairobi, the workshop looked 
at progress made in 
developing action plans to 
transfer full ownership of the 
Sudan Mine Action 
programme from UNMAO to 
national authorities. 
The transition plan should 
address capacity 

development as well as the 
transfer of mine action 
regulatory responsibilities 
(such as accreditation and 
quality management) to 
national authorities. The 
notion of ‘joint responsibility’ 
should also encourage the 
greater involvement of the 
national authorities in 
making key decisions. 
The multi-year plan will be 
used as a baseline for the 

development of a transition 
plan that will describe the 
conditions which need to be 
met for each level of national 
ownership, and how they will 
be achieved. 
 
A fourth and final transition 
workshop will be held in Juba 
in November 2008.

 

Mine Action training courses 
 
From August to September, 
The Cranfield University 
conducted a number of 
training courses in Nairobi: 
 
- An Explosive Ordnance Explosive Ordnance Explosive Ordnance Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal courseDisposal courseDisposal courseDisposal course (level 2/3) 
involving 12 students. The 
aim was to give the 
personnel working on EOD 

tasks the necessary skills 
and knowledge so they can 
carry out their duties as an 
EOD Level 3 team leader.  
 
- A Mine Action SupervisorsSupervisorsSupervisorsSupervisors 
CourseCourseCourseCourse, involving 20 national 
operations staff, to develop 
and build their capacity for 

managing a manual 
clearance demining site. 
 
- A Mine Action Programme 
Medical Coordinators Medical Coordinators Medical Coordinators Medical Coordinators 
Course,Course,Course,Course, involving 7 students, 
to develop management 
skills for medical 
coordinators of mine action 
programmes.

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you! UNMAO would like to thank the following donors for their generous contributions 
and support: Austria, Canada, the Common Humanitarian Fund, Denmark, the European 
Commission, ECHO, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Achievements to dateAchievements to dateAchievements to dateAchievements to date    
Dangerous areas 
identified: 3,978 

Dangerous areas 
cleared: 2,142 

Areas cleared: 42,971,902 m2 

Roads assessed: 24,543 km 

Roads cleared: 4,256 km 

Anti tank mines 
destroyed: 2,670 

Anti personnel 
mines destroyed: 12,682 

ERW destroyed: 804,319 

MRE provided: 2,303,480 

Funding update:Funding update:Funding update:Funding update:    
    
Total Requirement:Total Requirement:Total Requirement:Total Requirement:    
Donor Voluntary Contribution: 
$70,400,407 
UNMIS and UNAMID Assessed Budget: 
$49,403,610 
Grand Total: $119,804,017 
 
FundingFundingFundingFunding Contribution/Pledged: Contribution/Pledged: Contribution/Pledged: Contribution/Pledged:    
Donor Voluntary Contribution:  
$23,934,225 
Assessed Budget: $49,403,610 

Grand Total: $73,337,835 


