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Qatar pledges $40 million to the UN for 
humanitarian aid 

Qatar announced a donation of $40 million to the United 
Nations for its humanitarian programmes worldwide. Thirty 
million dollars has been pledged for emergency operations in 
Gaza while $10 million will go to CERF, making Qatar the 
ninth-largest contributor to the Fund for 2009.   
 
Of the $30 million, $10 million has been allocated to the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for life-
saving activities, and $10 million for the World Food 
Programme’s (WFP) emergency food assistance for more than 
one million Gazans. Five million dollars has been allocated for 
humanitarian programmes of the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), and $2.25 million for the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation’s (FAO) activities in support of the 
damaged agricultural sector.  The remaining $2.75 million will 
go to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) for coordination and advocacy activities.   
 
Since 2006, more than 100 member states and private sector 
donors have contributed some $1.5 billion to CERF, which is 
managed by OCHA. 

 

UN humanitarian chief travels to Chocó 
region in Colombia 

On a recent mission to Colombia, the United Nations 
Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) John Holmes travelled 
to the Chocó region in the northwest, where he met with 
representatives of indigenous and Afro-Colombian 
communities who have been affected by floods, displacement 
and violence.  
 
In Bebedó, which is an Afro-Colombian community, the ERC 
saw first hand some of the humanitarian assistance made 
possible by a CERF grant.  In January 2009, $3.1 million was 
allocated to the UN humanitarian team to assist flood-affected 
populations in the region.  
 
Colombia is currently the fourth largest recipient of CERF 

 
funding for 2009.   It has received $5 million in the first round 
of CERF’s underfunded window of 2009. 
 
In Bebedó, the ERC met community leaders and families 
whose homes had been destroyed by severe flooding in 
November 2008.  Community leaders explained the many 
challenges they face from recurrent flooding as well as high 
levels of poverty and the effects of conflict in the area.  
 
"I was impressed by the resilience of the community," the ERC 
said.  "While they are receiving much needed help from the 
government, WFP, UNICEF and others, it is clear that they 
are doing everything they can to try to help themselves, and 
restore their livelihoods."  
 

 
The ERC also met representatives of the Wounaan tribe of 
indigenous people. They explained how they were displaced 
and continue to face major problems in pursuing their 
traditional way of life.  They are effectively confined to their 
village by the presence of armed groups and landmines and 
lack education, health care, and livelihood opportunities.  
 
"Talking to the indigenous leaders brought home the depth of 
the vulnerability and problems faced by these communities," 
the ERC said. "They will not survive without a lot of help," he 
added. 

UN staff on mission with ERC John Holmes in Colombia.  Most 
UN agencies represented in Colombia participated in the 
mission to the region Choco. © Felinto Córdoba 



 

 

ASG for Humanitarian Affairs visits 
Zimbabwe 

As the cholera toll in Zimbabwe climbed to 83,000 cases, 
including more than 3,800 deaths, the United Nations Deputy 
Emergency Relief Coordinator and Assistant Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs, Ms. Catherine Bragg, travelled to 
Harare, to assess responses to the epidemic as well as the 
ongoing food emergency.  
 
Zimbabwe is the top recipient of CERF funding so far in 2009.  
In January, some $8.1 million was allocated to respond to the 
devastating outbreak of cholera.  Earlier this month, an 
additional $11 million was allocated in February 2009 through 
CERF's underfunded window to help aid agencies address 
wide-ranging humanitarian needs. 
 
The Deputy ERC visited a cholera treatment centre outside the 
city along with representatives of the World Health 
Organization (WHO), UNICEF and WFP.  
 
There were more than 364 cholera treatment centres around 
the country, WHO noted, adding that efforts were being made 
to decentralize the cholera command centre, currently in 
Harare, in favour of small command centres across the country 
to ensure access to people in distant villages.  More than 61 
percent of the deaths have occurred outside of treatment 
centres. 

 
The mission also visited a food distribution centre and a food 
warehouse, in a district where 60,000 people out of a total 
population of 83,000 are receiving food aid for the next two 
months, until the harvest comes in.  The harvest in the area is 

expected to be poor due to a combination of factors including 
drought, shortage of seeds and agricultural inputs. 

CERF allocations since 1 January 2009* 

 
 

Amount Countries 

Rapid Response $    35.4 million 
10 

countries  
plus oPt 

 

Underfunded 
  Emergencies   (First 

Round Allocation) 
 

$     75   million 14 

  TOTAL $   110.4 million 
 

*As at 27 February 2009 
 

Country allocations and highlights for 
February 2009 

In February, CERF allocated over $15 million for relief 
activities in Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Lesotho, 
Niger, the occupied Palestinian territory, Sri Lanka and 
Uganda. 

Afghanistan 
 
Since early 2009, Afghanistan has been affected by a winter 
emergency, drought, and the ongoing food crisis.  Over 1 
million people face drinking water shortages, and 1.2 million 
children and 500,000 pregnant and lactating women are at high 
risk of severe malnutrition due to rising food prices. 
 
In response, CERF provided $1.7 million to UNICEF to 
preposition emergency water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
supplies, conduct village level hygiene education, transport 
water and set up community water points.  UNICEF will also 
provide high energy biscuits and micronutrient 
supplementation to malnourished children, and provide 
screening, referral, and education services to pregnant and 
lactating women.   

The Deputy ERC Catherine Bragg visits a cholera treatment centre 
in Zimbabwe.  A staff member explains how they are responding to 
the cholera outbreak. © Muktar Farah/OCHA  

With a CERF grant of $500,000, WHO will provide rapid 
emergency response to disease outbreaks exacerbated by harsh 
winter conditions.  The International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) will use a $495,000 CERF grant to provide 
3,000 vulnerable families with charcoal for heating during the 
winter and early spring. 
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Displaced people return to their village in the east of Sri Lanka 
under a government-facilitated process, with help from 
UNHCR and other humanitarian agencies. © 
UNHCR/G.Amarasinghe 

Central African Republic 

The ongoing conflict in the Central African Republic has 
severely affected the country’s infrastructure.  In most 
locations there are no reliable telecommunications services.  
The lack of proper communication tools in the on-going 
emergency situation jeopardizes the efficiency of humanitarian 
assistance. 
 
CERF allocated nearly $200,000 to WFP to provide security 
telecommunications services.  The entire humanitarian 
community will benefit from the deployment of a common 
and durable security communications network.  As a result, 
people in need will receive better and faster assistance. 

Lesotho 

Over the years, food productivity in Lesotho has been on the 
decline.  Lesotho must import 70 percent of food requirements 
as agriculture productivity has declined.  It also has the third-
highest HIV prevalence in the world. 
   
In response, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
received a $181,000 CERF grant to strengthen the emergency 
response to sexual and gender based violence caused by the 
food crisis in Lesotho.  WFP will also use $393,000 in CERF 
funding to provide food to vulnerable households in areas of 
high food insecurity and HIV prevalence. 

Niger 

Many locations in Niger are without reliable 
telecommunications services, posing a serious threat to 
humanitarian response, particularly in the north where the 
security situation is deteriorating.   
 
In response to an emergency request, CERF provided 
$189,000 to WFP for security telecommunications to 
strengthen and expand common security telecommunications 
services.  The project will benefit the entire humanitarian 
community in the country as well as government counterparts. 

Occupied Palestinian territory 

Continued conflict is resulting in a serious humanitarian crisis 
in the Gaza Strip.  The situation is complicating the efforts of 
the humanitarian community to deliver assistance into the area. 
 
To meet immediate emergency needs, CERF provided $1 
million to WFP to facilitate the consolidation, prioritization 
and dispatch of humanitarian relief items into Gaza by setting 
up staging areas in Israel, the West Bank and Egypt.  
 
The operation will facilitate the uninterrupted supply of life- 

saving relief items to the most affected populations in Gaza.   
 
CERF also provided $7 million to relief efforts in Gaza in 
January.  

Sri Lanka 

An allocation of $10 million from CERF will help United 
Nations agencies and IOM assist thousands of civilians 
affected by the brutal conflict in the Vanni region of Sri Lanka. 
 
The largest portion, some $3.1 million, will go to WFP to feed 
civilians who have fled to transit camps and those still caught 
in the conflict zone. WHO will also receive roughly $1.2 
million to provide basic life-saving health care. 
 

The protection of civilians is a major concern in Sri Lanka.  
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and UNICEF will receive $1.2 million for 
protection activities, including efforts to curb the recruitment 
of child combatants.  
 
An additional $1.8 million will enable UNHCR, the United 
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS), and IOM to set 
up emergency shelters for tens of thousands of civilians who 
have fled north.  UNICEF will also receive almost $3 million 
for water and sanitation activities, emergency nutritional 
assistance, and construction of temporary learning centers in 
the transit camps. 

Uganda 

As a result of the escalated conflict in Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC), tens of thousands of Congolese refugees

3 



 

have crossed into Kisoro and Kanungu districts of south-
western Uganda. The influx has overstretched existing 
infrastructures and resources at the border and in refugee 
settlements.  Non-food item stocks are rapidly depleting.  
Water and sanitation infrastructure in host communities, 
reception centres and refugee settlements require urgent 
rehabilitation and expansion.  In addition, transport of refugees 
from transit sites situated close to the border to a safe refugee 
settlement is urgently needed as rebel groups may cross the 
border. 

 
 

 
To subscribe to the newsletter, email 

cerf@un.org  

In response, CERF provided nearly $1.2 million to UNHCR to 
protect and provide emergency life-saving assistance to the 
new arrivals at Nyakabanda (Kisoro), Ishasha (Kanungu) and 
Matanda (Kanungu) reception centres and in Nakivale refugee 
(Isingiro) settlement. 

Surge capacity to support  
underfunded emergencies 

Surge missions will be deployed to six countries (Myanmar, 
Zimbabwe, Eritrea, Djibouti, Haiti and Yemen) to support the 
process of prioritizing agency proposals to benefit from the 
recent underfunded allocations. 
 
Missions will be conducted by OCHA Regional Offices and UN 
agencies (FAO, UNICEF and UNHCR).  The country teams 
are currently developing CERF proposals for the first 
underfunded round.   
 
On 19 February 2009, the CERF Secretariat held a briefing for 
Member States on the underfunded process and the countries 
selected for the first round. 
 

Training workshop in Dakar 

A CERF training was held in Dakar on 18 and 19 February 
2009, with 48 participants from ten agencies and 17 different 
countries attending.  The workshop was facilitated jointly by the 
Coordination and Response Division of OCHA (CRD), the 
OCHA Regional Office, and the CERF Secretariat. 
 
Following the training the OCHA’s Head of Office and the 
CERF Secretariat briefed donors, including USAID, ECHO, the 
Republic of South Korea and the Republic of Turkey on 
CERF’s activities and addressed issues specific to CERF support 
in the region.   

 

CERF Advisory Group to meet  
in New York 

The CERF Advisory Group is scheduled to meet in New York 
on 28 and 29 April 2009. 

The Advisory Group’s Recommendations on the Fund to the 
Secretary-General and Member States can be found on the 
CERF website. 

CERF in the News 
 

 “Economic Crisis threatens Aid Donations: UN” 
(Reuters):  
http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSN25
305512 

 
 “UN chief hails Qatar's donations  to aid people in 

Gaza” (UPI) 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2009/02/23/Qatar_gi
ves_UN_40M_most_to_Gaza_relief/UPI-
8971235428298/ 
 

 “UN official urges Sri Lanka Govt., rebels to put an 
end to civilian casualties” 
http://www.app.com.pk/en_/index.php?opt 

 
 “Zimbabwe gets $11 million in humanitarian aid” 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009/2/10/content
_10796003.htmion=com_content&task=view&id=
68858 
 

 UN gives $10 min to bolster aid programs in 
Somalia  
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-
02/11/content_10803081.htm 
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