
European Union

Food Security Information for Decision Making
www.foodsec.org

Price Monitoring and Analysis Country Brief Mali
February 2010

Key Messages
Food security situation remains difficult due to persistant high food prices.

Political situation in the country is still tense.

In the short term food security is considered stable and not particularly worrisome, however it could deteriorate in the long 
term.

The Government has implemented measures in support of consumers and has undertaken steps to boost production.

Background
The total population in 2008 was 12.71 million with a growth rate of 3% per annum. Of these 51% lives below the poverty line of 1$ per 
day; about 11% of the population is estimated to be undernourished.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 12711140

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 3%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 1090

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2006 (MDGI) 51%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 68%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2007 (WB) 36%

Prices

Cereals: Food access remained a problem for a substantial 
section of the population throughout 2009 because of high food 
prices. After a decline from their peak of Aug/Sept 2009 due to 
the new harvests, millet prices in Bamako increased again in 
Nov 2009 (CFA Franc/Kg 205). In January prices have slightly 
decreased to 160 CFA Franc/Kg; however, December prices 
were still 20% higher than the levels of Dec 2008. Rice prices 
have started to decrease since Sept (CFA Franc/Kg 350) and 
were 300 CFA Franc/Kg in January 2010. January rice prices 
in Bamako (USD/Ton 635) were 49% higher than the 
international prices of White Broken Rice, Thai A1 Super, fob 
Bangkok (USD/Ton 426).  

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 11%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 67%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 45%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 46

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 60%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2005 (WHO) 1%

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Political tensions remain high in the country as a consequence 
of the violent conflict which erupted in 2009 between the Al-
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and the government. The 
2008/09 agricultural season was characterised by irregular 
rains with long dry spells in June and July followed by heavy 
rains and floods in September. Crops and range lands were 
damaged and livestock deaths reported in some areas, notably 
in Tombouctou, Gao, Ségou and Kidal regions.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 12469 11113 11494

Total outside the country 4524 5130 2508

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

No Floods - - -

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the dry season, normal to good vegetation 
conditions are observed throughout the country. The general 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the relative 
difference between the NDVI for January 2010 and the average 
of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived 
from the GLOBCOVER land cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation

In the short term FEWSNET reports a stable food security 
situation due to good production throughout the country apart 
from the agropastoral and pastoral zones in the north eastern 
regions. WFP estimates moderate low hunger in the long term, 
while IFPRI warns a serious structural problem of food security.
CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT

Mali is not part of the countries in crisis requiring external 
assistance

FAO/GIEWS
CPFS 2009

In Bourem, Ansongo, Menaka, et Gourma Rharous, the delay of 
pasture regeneration following extended rainfall deficits resulted in 
an extended hunger season for pastorlists until August instead of 
June/July, as well as ...more

FEWSNET
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Food Balance Sheet

Harvesting of coarse grains is complete, while harvesting of rice 
has just started. No official harvest estimates are available yet. 
The 2009 cereal production was estimated at 4 million tonnes; 
import requirements for 2009/2010 were estimated at 266,000 
tonnes, compared to 268,000 in 2008/2009.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government has reduced tariffs on rice imports and intends 
to restock its strategic grain reserve. In order to modernize 
agriculture and improve production, the government has 
approved long term leases for outside investors to develop 
more than 160,000 hectares of land.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Build stock;

Producer oriented measures Repaired irrigation canals; Land 
allocated to investors.

Trade policy measures Reduced import tariffs;

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

No News Found

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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