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Headlines: 

• A series of major earthquakes struck Haiti on 12 January in the area around 
the capital, Port-au-Prince. The strongest of these occurred at around 1700 
hrs local time and was reported at 7 on the Richter scale. There have been 
many aftershocks. 

• The Haitian Ministry of Interior estimates that one million people have been 
severely affected by the earthquake and that 250,000 are in urgent need of 
assistance. WHO/PAHO estimates that the number of dead ranges between 
40,000 and 50,000 people. Although estimates by others are as high as 
200,000.  

• £15 million has been raised so far through the DEC. 
• Non food items such as shelter kits, jerry cans, blankets etc. have been 

identified as priority by the UK assessment team.  
• Tankering of water began on 16 January with 250,000 litres of water being 

distributed to 52 water distribution points in 17 zones. 
• Distribution points in Port-au-Prince have been identified by the government 

of Haiti. Distributions began in these locations on 17 January. No distribution 
points outside the capital have been identified, although some limited 
distributions are taking place. 

• People are leaving Port-au-Prince and travelling north in search of safe 
havens. 500 people have arrived in Sant Mark requiring medical assistance 
and 1000 have arrived in Gonaives. 

• Informal IDP settlements are forming. ICRC estimates that around 50,000 
people are staying in the Place du Champ de Mars. The government has 
identified 14 locations for establishment of IDP camps on the outskirts of 
Port-au-Prince, although there is concern that some of these locations are in 
flood risk areas. 

• Fuel for humanitarian operations will only last 2 to 3 more days before 
operations will be forced to cease. WFP has identified back up stocks in 
other parts of Haiti as possible contingency. 

• Airport coordination at Port-au-Prince has improved slightly, although WFP 
flights still report difficulties and airport capacity remains stretched.  

• A joint UNDAC/EU/WFP assessment outside of Port-au-Prince found 80-90 
percent of the buildings destroyed in Leogane, and 40-50 percent in 
Carrefour and Gressier. 

• UK SAR members deployed to Leogane town (population 60-100,000) on 17 
January to begin rescue operations there. This will be the first rescue team 
to reach the area and will be working alongside teams from Iceland and 
Qatar. Leogane is 60 km from Port-au-Prince. 

• Two live rescues occurred on 16 January by the UK SAR team - a 55 year 
old man was pulled from a collapsed supermarket, and a 39 year old woman 
from a block of flats.  Both were being treated by medics. The UK SAR team 
have now rescued 3 people. 

• Members of the UK assessment team undertook an aerial assessment of the 
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affected area by helicopter on 17 January – feedback from this assessment 
will be included in the next sitrep. 

• The body of UN Special Representative of the Secretary General in Haiti, 
Hedi Annabi, has been found. 

• Santo Domingo is being used now as the main entry point for humanitarian 
goods. MINUSTAH has agreed to provide transport security at the border  

• One UNDAC member arrived in Santo Domingo on 15 January to support 
coordination of relief transiting through Dominican Republic; OCHA is 
working on sending more UNDAC members to this location. A Reception 
and Departure Centre has been established in Santo Domingo to facilitate 
incoming assistance. 

• WFP confirms that UNHAS will soon establish a passenger shuttle service 
between Santo Domingo airport and Port-au-Prince. 

• At least eight hospitals / health centres have collapsed or been damaged.  
Most functioning health facilities continue to be stretched to the limit. 

 

 
 
UK Response: 

• The DFID assessment team continues to work in country. An additional 
Humanitarian / Security Adviser, will deploy from the UK on 18 January 
to join the team on the ground. 

• The DFID supported Civ/Mil Liaison Officer to UN OCHA, will arrive 
in Dominican Republic on 18 January and travel on to Port-au-Prince. 

• UK SAR teams continue to work in affected areas, both in the capital 
and surrounding locales. 

• DFID has announced a $10 million donation (£6 million) which includes 
£1 million to the IFRC, £2 million to the logistics special operation, £1 
million to OCHA and £300,000 to the health sector.  
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International and Local Response: 

• Regular meetings have been established in country between the Prime 
Minister and Ambassadors. The British Ambassador and a member of 
the UK field assessment team will participate in these. 

• 27 Urban Search and Rescue teams are deployed across priority 
locations. There have been about 60 live rescues so far by these 
teams. Approximately 60% of the worst affected areas of Port-au-
Prince and surrounding communities have been covered. 

• There were some minor corrections to the Flash Appeal making the 
revised total request $575 million (previously $562 million). 

• WFP distributed high energy biscuits for approximately 2,000 people 
on 14 January, 5,500 on 15 January and 20,000 16 January. 

• The government has identified 63 populated areas requiring 
assistance. Water was distributed in 19 places using trucks provided by 
private companies. NGOs are bringing in bladders and water 
containers.  

• An EU five person assessment and coordination team has deployed. 
• IFRC Preliminary Appeal has been revised to $103 million (£63.5 

million) to assist 300,000 people for three years. 
• UN has announced a CERF allocation of $10m (£6.15m). 
• ECHO has announced a fast-track relief funding decision of €3 million. 
• Six clusters have been established: logistics, water and sanitation, 

shelter, health, emergency telecommunications and food aid. 
 
 

 


