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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The general security situation remains calm in south Sudan. However, there are unconfirmed reports from 
Nimule / Magwei Counties of continued attacks by Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Northern traders who left 
the towns of Juba / Malakal after the riots triggered by the death of John Garang have not yet returned. 
Prices of essential commodities in these locations are not yet back to normal. 
 
First Vice President’s Speech in Rumbek 
On 23 August, First Vice President, Salva Kiir Mayerdit addressed the community in Rumbek at a public rally 
during which he confirmed the SPLM's commitment to peace. He also stated that the formation of the 
Government of National Unity would occur prior to the formation of the Government of South Sudan. State 
assemblies would be formed following the adoption of the interim constitution. Two members from each state 
would be assigned to the Parliament of National Unity. The First Vice President indicated that the prompt 
return of refugees and IDPs to the south was among his top priorities. Juba would not be shared with the 
LRA. 
 
Population Movements 
The SRRC, which has recently conducted a SRRC / World Vision International joint assessment mission to 
Nadiangere Payam in Yambio, reported that many of the IDPs in Nadiangere Payam are fleeing starvation 
due to drought in western Mvolo country. It is estimated that there are some 270 persons in the Payam who 
are in dire need of food, shelter, blankets and clothing especially for children. 
 
Reports of harassment and heavy taxation continue to be received from spontaneous returnees arriving from 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Central African Republic (CAR).  
 
Preparation for Returns 
The Return and Reintegration Working Group in Juba completed recruitment of 8 monitors to be stationed at 
strategic locations to track population / return movements. UNHCR has provided 8 bicycles for their use. 
Movements from western Equatorian will be monitored at Kabo on Rokon road. The post at Jebel Kujur will 
monitor movements from both Yei and Kajo-Keji. 
 
The local authorities in Malakal are yet to allocate sufficient land for use as a way-station. While a plot has 
been offered to ADRA, a potential implementing partner for managing the way-station, the size of the land is 
too small.  
 
UNHCR in CAR are working closely with the authorities to ensure issuance of birth, death, marriage and 
education certificates before the start of organized return from CAR. 
 
Ethiopian Anuak Refugees in Juba 
UNHCR in Juba was approached by 36 Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Lologo camp requesting assistance to 
return to Gambella. The refugees indicated that they were in contact with their relatives who assured them 
that the situation was safe for them to resume their education and lives in Gambella. UNHCR in Juba will 
liaise with UNHCR in Gambella to facilitate their return. These refugees were displaced from Gambella due to 
ethnic conflict that occurred in December 2003. 110 refugees are currently being accommodated at Lologo 
camp in the outskirts of Juba. 
 
Sudanese Refugees in Ethiopia 
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UNHCR Gambella confirmed that 237 Sudanese refugees (24 families) from Bonga camp have 
spontaneously returned to their places origin during the past two months. The remaining refugees in Bonga 
confirmed to UNHCR their strong desire to return. They would like to leave as early as October 2005 in order 



to be able to celebrate the coming Christmas in their homeland. Refugees from all five tribes (Uduk, 
Equatoria, Burun, Shuluk, Nuba) living in Bonga camp (18,000 persons) asked UNHCR to organize go-and-
see visits to be able to make informed decisions on return. After the death of John Garang, refugees in 
Bonga have stopped spontaneous movements into south Sudan. On 21 August, refugees in Dimma camp in 
Gambella organized a ceremony in remembrance of the late John Garang. Over 3,000 refugees and guests 
gathered for the occasion.  
 
Mine Awareness in Refugee Camps 
A circus from Awassa, Ethiopia, conducted a three-week tour in Sherkole to increase awareness of 
landmines among the refugee population in an anticipation of return to south Sudan. 
 
Sudanese Refugees in Egypt 
There has been a steady decrease in number of Sudanese individuals approaching UNHCR in Cairo. 208 
Sudanese registered with the office in July, a significant drop from 462 in January. This decrease does not 
necessarily indicate fewer new-arrivals from Sudan. The decrease is more likely due to the suspension of 
refugee status determination by UNHCR in Cairo owing to the lack of resettlement opportunities in third 
countries. The number of voluntary repatriation remains low, with less than 20 persons on average per 
month. Among these, the percentage of those returning to the south is on the increase. The Sudanese 
community has requested vocational training which would be relevant to livelihoods in South Sudan. UNHCR 
Cairo is looking into different options as well as forwarding the information on employment opportunities in 
south Sudan to community partners to post on their notice boards.  
 
Community Based Reintegration Projects 
Yei 

 The American Refugee Committee (ARC) conducted community based HIV/AIDS awareness in two 
communities (Senema and Tore Payams) in Yei County. Activities during the sessions included 
presentation of an awareness video, distribution of condoms and Q&A sessions with community 
members. The out-reach team will conduct similar activities in Kopara in Lainya Counties. 

 
 GTZ, under the joint GTZ/UNHCR reintegration project, has deployed community workers to Lainya, 

Yambio and Kajo-Keji to carry out needs assessment to identify community-based projects. This 
process has been completed in Morobo. Projects identified in Morobo are awaiting authorization for 
implementation.  

 
 Action Africa Help International (AAHI) will start the distribution of seeds for 3,000 households in Yei, 

Morobo and Lainya Counties. 
 
Kajo-Keji 
 

 The quarterly education coordination meeting convened by the Counties Administration reported 
progress made in the rehabilitation of education infrastructure, but also highlighted a range of unmet 
needs, including insufficient incentives for teachers, lack of trained teachers and blocked access to 
schools due to bad roads. An interesting programme presented at the meeting was the Accelerated 
Learning Programme (ALP) for school drop-outs, demobilized soldiers and people who missed 
schooling altogether. In Kajo-Keji and other areas, this pilot project has since its inception in January 
2005 registered an increase from 500 to 2,100 students, 1,200 of them being women and girls. 
UNHCR will consider how best to supplement the ongoing ALP effort, which is funded by USAID. 

 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 4 August
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 32,674,272 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
 
Refugee Status Determination (RSD) 
During the reporting period, 132 asylum-seekers were interviewed and recognized as refugees. The total 
number of screened and recognized asylum-seekers since 1 August is 387. The current recognition rate is 
98%. UNHCR has transferred all the refugees from the Wad Sherifey reception centre to Kilo 26 camp, 
where they receive protection and assistance. The pattern of arrivals remains the same: mostly young 
Eritrean males, draft evaders and deserters.  
 
Youth Centres in Refugee Camps 
Discussions are underway to establish youth centres for boys and girls from Abuda and Um Gargur refugee 
camps. The land for the centre in Abuda has been demarcated and youths have planted a green fence. 
UNHCR contributed with plastic sheeting for an out-door shelter which the youth will construct. Electricity 
supply is to be provided to enable activities planned by the youths such as computer courses, awareness-
raising on HIV/AIDS and FGM through TV and video shows. The youth are planning to raise funds for centre 
activities through small fees for membership and activities such as computer courses, homework classes, 
kindergarten, sewing classes, music concerts, and sport activities. Um Gargur youths are in discussion with 
camp elders to obtain permission to have a shared centre for boys and girls, which was possible in Abuda 
camp. 
 
HIV/AIDS 
An inter-agency coordination meeting on HIV/AIDS among UN agencies, NGOs, and the local authorities 
from Kassala and Gedarif States was held at UNHCR Showak during the second week of August. 36 persons 
from nine local and international NGOs, representatives from the Ministry of Health, the Commissioner for 
Refugees (COR), UNHCR, WFP, and UNFPA participated. Programmes and ideas were shared, and the 
prevalence of HIV/AIDS in the two states, gaps, and needs were discussed. The stigma attached to refugees 
and IDPs who are commonly but, according to statistics, wrongly perceived as the main transmitters of the 
disease was raised. An informal network between the agencies was created. Quarterly bi-state HIV/AIDS 
meetings are to be held henceforth. 
 
Discussions on Food-For-Training/Awareness-raising on HIV/AIDS and reproductive health among trained 
refugee peer educators, WFP and UNHCR are on-going. Trained community members, opinion leaders and 
youths have expressed interest in enhancing awareness-raising activities on HIV/AIDS and FGM in the 
camps.  
 
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 4 August 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,130,540 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR   
 
Security 
The security situation in Darfur is deteriorating with a continuing series of armed robberies targeting 
commercial trucks and NGOs, particularly on the road from El Geneina via Mornei to Habila and the El 
Geneina to Habila road. More than eight attacks have occurred since 24 July, including one on UNHCR’s 
implementing partner, InterSOS. On 21 August, InterSOS staff were ordered out of a vehicle and forced to lie 
on the ground. No injuries occurred but personal and agency property was stolen. The Area Security 
Coordinator and UNDSS have met with the Deputy Governor to express concern for the safety of 
humanitarian workers and the viability of humanitarian operations in affected areas. On 23 August, the 
office/guesthouse of Terre des Hommes in El Geneina was attacked in an apparent armed robbery attempt. 
Two guards were shot and one remains in a critical condition, with serious gunshot wounds in El Geneina 
Hospital. 
 
The current no-go areas are the El Geneina – Habila road and the area of Beida, Ararah, Masteri and Kongo 
Haraza. Four vehicle convoys are required on the road from El Geneina to Habila via Mornei. 
 
The general security situation around IDP camps in South Darfur remains precarious. The presence of armed 
men threatening IDPs has been reported at Otash camp. Kalma camp continues to experience insecurity, 
particularly with gunshots being fired over the camp at night. There have also been reports of police and 
military firing at IDPs while they are collecting firewood. This is of particular concern considering the 
importance of firewood for subsistence purposes. 
 
Reconstruction of Shelters in Ardamata Camp 
Following the destruction of a large number of shelters due to heavy rain in Ardamata camp, USAID has 
contributed funding to cover the expected movement of 1,000 households from one part of the camp to 
another location. USAID has advised that they have 2,000 plastic sheets available for this purpose, covering 
needs foreseen at the moment. 
 
Seven IDPs in Detention in Zalengi 
UNHCR staff in Zalengi have intervened in the case of the seven arrested IDPs in a camp near Zalengi town. 
The arrests took place as a result of a birthday party which was held in the camp, apparently against the 
wishes of one of the sheiks. The IDPs were released from detention but face charges for ‘breach of public 
peace’. UNHCR has organised legal representation for the seven persons. UNHCR, UNMIS Human Rights 
and African Union CivPol are jointly following the case, as has been done previously with reported cases of 
arbitrary arrest and detention. 
 
South Darfur 
Nomads are reportedly frightening away IDPs who have tried to return to four villages around Al Salaam 
camp. In another area, nomadic camel herders are reportedly damaging crops recently planted by IDPs. An 
alarming rate of sexual assault is being reported in the Labado area, with reports of three rapes per week in 
the area.  UNHCR will field a mission to the area next week to gather more information. 
 
 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 4 August
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
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2005 Contributions: US$ 9,916,066 



CCCHHHAAADDD 
 

 
UNHCR/H. Caux 

Security 
On 17 August in Adre, members of the national nomadic guard (Garde Nationale et Normade Tchadien – 
GNNT) carried out searches of vehicles belonging to humanitarian organisations, including two UNHCR 
vehicles. Concerns about the search of UN property were raised with the authorities. Also on 17 August, a 
group of young people gathered in front of the French NGO ACTED to protest what they regarded as an 
unfair job recruitment processes. The situation was resolved by the government with the establishment of a 
recruitment committee for sharing information on job opportunities. Insecurity prevails along the border 
between Chad and the Central African Republic (CAR). Chadian and CAR border patrols in the area have 
increased. 
 
Damage Due to Rains in Touloum and Am Nabak Camps 
During the reporting period, extreme rain conditions in the northern part of eastern Chad has left 370 tents in 
Touloum and Am Nabak camps damaged. In the same area, an office under construction for CNAR, the 
Chadian refugee authority, was damaged by the rains. Food distribution in those camps was also delayed by 
bad weather and limited access to the camps.  
 
Registration 
Data from the registration exercises in the past weeks in Mile and Kounoungou camps is being inputted and 
picture identification for all adult refugees will be issued during the next phase of the registration. 
Preparations for the second phase are underway and will cover camps managed by UNHCR Adre. This is 
expected to begin in September 2005. 
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Population Movements 
UNHCR border monitoring teams are finding that refugees continue to cross the border from Chad into 
Sudan in the Tine area. They are apparently motivated by the search for pastures. It is reported that many 
refugees continue to be wary of crossing the border and send others to check on their lands in Sudan. 
 
Health Interventions 
A UNHCR mission is investigating a possible outbreak of Hepatitis E in Treguine camp in response to three 
deaths and 32 cases of jaundice reported in the past two weeks. A polio vaccination campaign took place in 
eastern Chad between 19 and 21 August 2005, in response to the discovery of one polio case in Abeche on 
9 July. 
 
HIV / AIDS and FGM sensitization in Oure Cassoni 
ATHAS, a Chadian non-governmental organisation, has begun training 27 peer educators in Oure Cassoni 
camp who will implement a sensitisation programme on HIV/AIDS and FGM in the camp. 
 
Workshop on Child Protection 
UNHCR’s Child Protection Officer conducted a two-day workshop for child protection focal points in Mile and 
Kounoungou refugee camps. The training covered child-specific protection needs and training on identifying 
and interviewing vulnerable children, including separated and unaccompanied minors. Further training is 
planned for March 2006. 
 
Tree-Planting Ceremony 
On 18 August, ceremonies were held in Biltine to celebrate the Day of the Tree. 200 saplings were planted to 
mark the day. The ceremony officially launched the tree-planting period for the governorate. 
 
Influx into Gore in Southern Chad 
UNHCR has documented an influx of 817 refugee families into the Gore area in the south of Chad from the 
Central African Republic (CAR). This movement followed a series of incidents in the CAR’s Bedam Canton 
on 7 and 9 August 2005 involving attacks by unidentified armed groups on both sides of the border. The 
number of registered refugee households in the area is 1,043 families (approximately 5,215 individuals). New 
arrivals continue to cross the border in small numbers. 
 
Once these new arrivals are transferred to Amboko camp, the maximum capacity of the camp will have been 
reached. Given the significant likelihood of further influxes into southern Chad, the identification of another 
site for new arrivals is a high priority.  
 
A security incident occurred in Bekoninga, one of the villages in Gore where new arrivals are located. The 
incident resulted following the screening out of an individual case, who led to a small number of refugees and 
villagers in creating a hostile crowd environment that compelled UNHCR, Chadian Red Cross and CNAR 
staff had to leave the area. UNHCR is seeking assurances from the authorities before resuming activities in 
that village. 
 

 
 

Update on funding situation for Chad as at 4 August 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
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2005 Contributions: US$ 46,493,050  



 

HHHIIIGGGHHH   CCCOOOMMMMMMIIISSSSSSIIIOOONNNEEERRR’’’SSS   VVVIIISSSIIITTT   
 
The High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. António Guterres, is on a ten-day mission to review UNHCR 
operations in West Darfur, Chad, south Sudan and Kenya. His visit started in Khartoum on 23 August, where 
he met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs, the Minister of Interior, the 
Commissioner for Refugees and the President. The High Commissioner paid an unscheduled visit to Wad 
Ersherif IDP camp, which is located in the outskirts of Khartoum and hosts IDP populations predominantly 
from south Sudan. 
 
In El Geneina, West Darfur, where he visited Riyad IDP camp, the High Commissioner met with African 
Union and local government officials. The visit to Darfur was followed by a two-day visit in eastern Chad and 
N’djamena. He visited Iridimi camp and met with senior government officials and the President before 
traveling to south Sudan to review preparations for the return and reintegration of repatriating refugees, 
including the rehabilitation of schools, hospitals and the de-mining of roads. In Kenya, he is scheduled to visit 
Kakuma refugee camp, which hosts 60,000 refugees from south Sudan. The High Commissioner mission to 
the region ends on 1 September. 
 
Immediately after taking office in June of this year, the High Commissioner’s first act was to celebrate World 
Refugee Day with Sudanese refugees in Uganda. On this first mission as High Commissioner, Mr. Guterres 
met with Sudanese refugees and listened to their hopes and fears about going back home.   
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