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Key Overall Developments    
 
The 2010 Somalia Humanitarian Appeal was launched on 3 December, requesting for US$689 million to respond to 
the most serious humanitarian crisis in 18 years of civil war. Following low funding throughout 2009, delays and 
imbalances between sectors, the donor community was urged to provide early funding crucial to respond to 
humanitarian needs in Somalia. The decline in funding in 2009 also means that agencies have little or no carry-over 
into 2010.  The Humanitarian and Resident Coordinator for Somalia, Mark Bowden reiterated that, “without strong 
donor commitment from the first week of 2010, humanitarian assistance for nearly 3.64 million Somalis will be 
delayed and lives will be at greater risk.” As of 2 December, the 2009 CAP was 61 percent funded having received 
$516 million of $849 requested.  However, almost half of this funding was carry-over from 2008. 
 
On 3 December, a suspected suicide bomb explosion tore through a hotel in Mogadishu’s Medina district killing and 
injuring an unknown number of people who were attending a graduation ceremony for the University of Banadir. 
Among those killed were three Transitional Federal Government Ministers for Education, Higher Education and 
Health and three journalists. The attack was condemned by among others the UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, 
Amnesty International, the African Mission in Somalia, and the National Union of Journalists in Somalia.  
 
An estimated 10,000 people were displaced during the reporting period in Lower Juba in Dobley and Afmadow towns.  
The movements were triggered by fighting for territorial control between Al Shabaab and Hizbul Islam militants. Most 
families moved to calmer areas of the two districts and are waiting for the fighting to subside. WHO said that Kismayo 
Hospital reported 31 casualties between 28 November and 4 December and estimates that at least 200 people have 
died and 720 others have been injured in the conflicts in the Jubas since early October.   

Response  

During the week, one of the two closed wet feeding sites in Mogadishu opened in a different location. The two sites 
were closed on 7 November by Al Shabaab who argued that the sites were being used by government spies. During 
the week, the 15 sites provided hot meals to at least 70,000 people on a daily basis.  

WFP and partners distributed 390 metric tons of assorted food commodities to 84,253 beneficiaries under the in-
patient feeding, and the wet feeding programmes in Mogadishu.  Some 103,470 beneficiaries in rural communities in 
ten districts of Puntland received 984 metric tons of food aid. An additional 2,339 beneficiaries received 22 metric tons 
of assorted food commodities in five maternal child health centers in Puntland. Some 753 metric tons of assorted food 
commodities were distributed to 72,210 (36,105 male & 36,105 female) beneficiaries in Belet Weyne, Buloburte and 
Matabaan districts of Hiraan region. An additional 998 metric tons of assorted food commodities was distributed to 
27,953 beneficiaries in Hargeysa district, Somaliland. 

WHO and Muslim Aid continue to provide health care services to at least 24,000 people, including 6,500 children 
under five years in the Afgooye corridor through eight health clinics. WHO also pre-positioned 10 emergency health 
kits and one diarrhoeal disease kit for partners in South/Central Somalia. The supplies will extend services to over 
100,000 vulnerable people for a 3-month period, with one emergency health kit covering 10,000 people. Additionally, 
WHO distributed essential medicines and supplies to partners providing services to IDPs and conflict-affected 
communities in Afmadow and Hagar districts in Lower Juba. AA 
 
In Mogadishu, the NGO Danish Refugee Council started the construction of 1,143 latrines in three IDP camps and 
trained a sanitation committee team on health education and hygiene promotion.   
 
On 21 November, UN HABITAT allocated 252 permanent houses, recently completed, to Bossaso IDPs and host 
communities.   
 
Contact: For further information in English, contact: Rita Maingi on +254 734 800 120 – maingir@un.org. In Somali or 
English, contact Muna Mohamed on + 254 733 643 737 – mohamed26@un.org  
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