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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
 

- A prefect, an Imam and a teacher kidnapped by armed individuals in Niger 
- Hostages released in Mali 
- Attack on the Israeli Embassy in Mauritania  
- Generalized strikes avoided in Guinea 
- Pockets of food insecurity revealed in Senegal 
- Recrudescence of meningitis in West Africa 
- A first group of Mauritania refugees leave Senegal 
- Ghana Flash Appeal in response to the floods is funded at 56 % 

 
 
1- SOCIO-POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION 
 
Insecurity in Niger:  
A prefect, an Imam and a teacher taken hostage in Niger 
On 25 January,  four civilians (including an Imam and a teacher) were kidnapped by armed men 
during a raid on Titirtagatt in the district of Arlit in northern Niger. According to a 27 January 
communiqué by the governorate of Agadez, heavily armed individuals travelling in three terrain 
vehicles were searching for a senior member of the national commission for human rights and 
fundamental liberties (CNDH/LF) residing in the area. These kidnappings occurred six days after the 
other kidnapping of five people (including the prefect) and four soldiers during an attack on Tanout, 
northern Niger. The assailants are believed to belong to the Niger Movement for Justice (MNJ). The 
attack resulted in three dead (two soldiers and one civilian) and six injured. Two other soldiers are still 
missing. The MNJ, active since February in Northern Niger, is presumed to have kidnapped some 30 
soldiers. President Mamadou Tandja, while refusing to negotiate with the MNJ, has extended the state 
of emergency for another three months on 24 November 2007, allowing for the reinforcement of the 
Niger army in the conflict zone. 
 
A Nigerien journalist killed by mine in the capital Niamey 
Abdou Mahamane, journalist and head of the private radio station R and M, was killed by a mine 
explosion on 8 January in Niamey. Many major towns have already suffered from mine blasts since 
the beginning of clashes between the Niger regular army and Tuareg rebels in the Agadez region but 
never has such an incident occured in the capital. The journalist’s car ran over a mine that was placed 
on a dirt road in the western outskirts of Niamey. In December, two people were killed and four other 
seriously injured when anti-tank mines exploded in Maradi, south-central Niger, and in Tahoua in the 
north-west of the country. Other mines were disarmed just on time in Dosso, some 100 kilometers 
south of Niamey, and in the region of Zinder, the second most important town in the country. Mines 
have made more victims among military and civilians in the north of the country where all roads are 
reportedly infested, according to local authorities. Since the beginning of the conflict, the army and the 
MNJ accuse each other of the mine laying activities. 
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Insecurity in northern Mali: four more hostages released 
On 23 January, four Malian military hostages who were detained for five months by an armed group 
supposedly led by dissident Malian rebel Ibrahim Ag Bahanga were released in northern Mali. The 
release was obtained thanks to the intervention by El Lady Ag Ala, former member of the 60’s Tuareg 
rebellion From Kidal Following this release, 22 hostages are are still being detained out of some 50 
hostages kidnapped since August 2007 by individuals presumed to be Ag Bahanga’s men. A total of 
19 Malian soldiers have now been freed since September. In December; 10 other hostages were 
released thanks to Algerian mediation.. A first group of hostages, including five civilians and two 
soldiers, were already freed in September. In November, the Malian Head of State Amadou Toumani 
Touré claimed that the dissident rebel was ready to return and take part with the Algiers peace accord 
and free the hostages he detained for several months. The Algiers peace agreement was signed in July 
2006. The agreement expects the Tuareg to refrain from armed combat and the government to speed 
up development programmes in the three desert regions of Kidal, Timbuktu and Gao, where most 
Malian Tuareg live.   
 
Attack on the Israeli embassy in Mauritania 
Mauritanian authorities are actively searching for the individuals who on 1 February assaulted the 
Israeli embassy in Mauritania’s capital Nouakchott, injuring three French nationals who were in a 
neighbouring restaurant. Armed men were shooting at the embassy buildings before fleeing away 
when Mauritanian soldiers guarding the embassy fired back. Mauritania condemned the attack and 
according to the spokeperson for the Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs, it was one of a series of 
terrorist attacks targeting Israeli diplomatic representations in years. The attack occurred after two 
other ones in Mauritania last December that were attributed to salafist groups. During the first incident 
on 24  December, four French tourists were killed in south eastern Mauritania. On 27 December, three 
soldiers were killed in the north-east of the country.  
 
Two of the three suspects behind the murders of the four French tourists, injuring a fifth, were arrested 
on 11 January 2008 in Guinea Bissau’s capital Bissau. They were extradited to Mauritania, along with 
three other Mauritanian nationals who allegedly offered support. Eight other individuals suspected of 
assistance to the assailants and arrested in the early days of the investigation in Aleg, are still in 
custody. The third presumed killer is still on the run. 
 
Since 21 January, two Tunisian nationals, suspect of threatening national security in Mauritania, have 
been placed under arrest in Nouakchott, within the framework of the struggle against terrorism. The 
two Tunisians were arrested by the police along with a Libyan and an Albanese national but both were 
set free after a period of custody. The two Tunisians are accused of being salafist extremists and are 
being interrogated by the police. However, the arrests are not linked to the assassination of the French 
tourists on Christmas’ eve.   
 
2  HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 
 
2.1 Food security and nutrition 
 
Pockets of food insecurity detected in Senegal 
Insufficient and erratic rains, lack of good quality seeds and fertilizers are considered the cause of 
cereal and forage deficit in Senegal, according to preliminary results of a joint mission conducted 
between 16 and 26 January 2008 by the Government, WFP, FAO, OXFAM and OCHA. The situation 
is worsened by a shortage of food stocks due to an unsatisfactory 2006-2007 agricultural campaign, 
particularly in the center of the country, as well as regions affected by floods or drought in southern 
Senegal. In some areas, cereal production will cover five months at the most, which will seriously 
challenge rural populations in satisfying their food needs. Populations are developing coping 
mechanisms such as youth exodus to urban cities, small businesses, market gardening. The results of 
the assessment mission also revealed that some households have already started modifying their food 
in quality, as well as in quantity. Food items are available in local markets but accessibility is still a 
problem due to high prices, people’s low revenues and lack of road access.  
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Serious difficulties are also noted in the field of cattle-breeding, with a risk of forage deficit in most 
areas visited. Actually, with the early stop of rains pastures could not reach maturity in the centre of 
the country and according to cattle-breeding services, a low-potency in nitrogen content. In the south, 
bush fires are recurrent and cattle-breeders do not receive livestock food as the area is supposedly 
redundant in pastures, while numerous varieties are not grazed by animals because they are scented or 
lignified.  
 
Assistance in food and forage will be necessary in the most affected areas in the north, centre and the 
south of the country, after additional investigation. In the short term, assistance for more and better 
quality fertilizers (for market gardening) could be planned for areas suitable to that type of agriculture. 
The introduction or the development of off-season crops is necessary mainly in the south as well as 
familiarizing people with other short-cycle crop varieties to face erratic rains. 
 
Cereal prices get higher and higher in Niger 
As of 15 January 2008, data received from the national information system on markets show that price 
of cereals such as millet, maize and sorghum have increased since November 2007 and thereby 
obstructing access to food for vulnerable populations. Among these cereals, maize witnesses the 
largest increase (32 % compared to last year at the same period), and prices are significantly higher in 
the Maradi region near Nigeria. Cereal prices are expected to continue rippling in the coming months 
due to production issues in 30 % of farming villages and rising demand. Stocks which were already 
low in those villages are likely to be exhausted in the coming weeks or months.  
The National Mechanism for Food Crisis Prevention and Management has so far secured 20,093 MT 
of cereals out of the required 80,000 MT and requires an additional 1,400,000,000 CFA (USD 
3,100,000) to reach the 6 billion needed to replenish its financial budget. 
 
In 2007, UNICEF, WFP and their implementing partners have treated 275,030 malnourished children, 
including 214,187 children suffering from moderate malnutritionn and 60,843 severely malnourished. 
A total of 384,255 malnourished children have been admitted in Therapeutic Feeding Centres 
nationwide. 
 
2.2 Protection and population movement  
Repatriation of Mauritanian refugees begins 
On 29 January, a total of 101 Mauritanian refugees arrived in Rosso-Mauritania, the first day of the 
repatriation process of some 24,000 refugees established in Senegal since inter-ethnic violence erupted 
in Mauritania between 1989 and 1991. Upon arrival, the returnees were welcomed by numerous 
banners written in Arabic and French, visible across the whole town. On this first day, 114 refugees 
were to be repatriated but according to UNHCR only 101 accepted to return home. Among the 
returnees, many lived in Dagana, about 400 kilometres from Senegal’s capital Dakar. The returnees 
are members of a Negro-African minority living in southern Mauritania. They fled from their country 
following the 1989 violence. Mauritania recently announced the establishment of a national agency in 
charge of implementing operations related to the return and reintegration of refugees. But other 
refugees, not convinced by such dispositions have refused to leave Senegal. 
 
About 12,000 men disarmed in Côte d’Ivoire   
Ivorian Security and Defence Forces (FDS) declared on 28 January to have finalized their retreat from 
the frontline, in the framework of ex-combatant disarmament in Côte d’Ivoire due to end in March. 
Some 12,000 people have reportedly withdrawn from their positions in 35 areas in central Côte 
d’Ivoire, in order to reach the government-controlled south between 22 December 2007 and 24 
January 2008. The disarmament completes the peace agreement signed in March 2007 in 
Ouagadougou between the Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo and his Prime Minister and chief of the 
ex-rebellion Guillaume Soro. The process was re-launched on 22 December, after being postponed 
several times. According to government estimates, disarmament targets 45,000 combatants, including 
33,000 ex-rebels and 12,000 auxiliaries to the troops loyal to Laurent Gbagbo. The New Forces (FN) 
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have started the withdrawal of their troops from the frontline on 22 December but the process is 
hindered by logistical constraints, not allow its completion. The disarmament process is conducted by 
the Comprehensive Command Centre (CCI, FDS/FN mixed general staff) and under the supervision of 
UN peacekeepers and French Licorne troops.  
 
Searching for solutions in the local integration of refugees in Liberia  
The Liberian Refugee Repatriation and Resettlement Commission (LRRRC) is implementing a 
strategy for the local integration of some 3,563 Sierra Leonean refugees living in camps outside 
Monrovia. The strategy would facilitate the obtainment of the Refugee Status as well as the provision 
of socio-economic assistance. Recently, the LRRRC and UNHCR held discussions with the Bureau of 
Immigration and Naturalization (BIN) and the local authorities in communities where the refugees 
have chosen to integrate. A sensitization conference will be held early February 2008 in order to 
provide stakeholders and local officials with a broader perspective on the process. 
 

2.3 Health  

Meningitis 
A worrisome increase in cases of meningitis has been reported in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and 
Nigeria since the end of 2007. Some eighteen countries of Sub-Saharan Africa, from western Senegal 
to eastern Ethiopia, are particularly prone to the epidemic of meningococcal meningitis, especially 
during the dry season. The meningococcal meningitis is the only form of bacterial meningitis which 
can evolve into an epidemic. Although infants are, in general, the most vulnerable to the disease, 
adolescents and young adults can also contract it when an epidemic strikes. The meningitis disease is 
difficult to detect because the first symptoms such as headaches and fever are similar to other diseases. 
It is therefore essential to inform populations of the danger. Within the first two weeks of January 
2008, some 297 cases, out of which 52 fatal, have been recorded in Burkina Faso alone. The Burkina 
Faso health minister has elaborated a response plan amounting to 3,2 billion FCFA, targeting 20,000 
people. The government has started implementing measures such as the reinforcement of 
epidemiological surveillance, the purchase of one million doses of Meningo A+C (FCFA 501 million), 
as well as the setting up of a vaccination campaign in the district of Sapouy.  
 
Several suspected cases of the disease have also been reported in other countries of the region. 
According to the weekly epidemiological bulletin published by the National Direction of Health, 19   
cases of cerebrospinal meningitis including one death have been reported in the region of Segou in 
Mali, between 21 and 27 January 2008. So far, three people have died from the disease since the 
beginning of the year. To date, the national stock of vaccines available amounts to 1,279,000 doses of 
Meningo A+C. On 30 January, the meningitis epidemic was declared in Burkina Faso when the health 
district of Mangodara in the south (Province of Comoé, Region of Cascades) reached the epidemic 
threshold of 10 cases per 100, 000 inhabitants. A total of 774 cases have been reported including 124 
deaths. In Niger, the health district of Birn N’koni entered the epidemic phase in the 49th week of 
2007. A total of 34,000 people were vaccinated (AM, A and C vaccines). The recrudescence of 
meningitis in the sub-region is of concern, particularly in Burkina Faso which recorded 25,852 
suspected cases including 1,743 deaths in 2007 (out of 33,000 meningitis cases reported in 12 African 
countries).  
 
Partners’ commitment to fight meningitis 
During a meeting held on 22 January 2008 at the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian affairs 
(OCHA) in Dakar, the World Health Organisation (WHO) informed regional partners on the 
epidemiological situation prevailing in the sub-region. UNICEF announced that particular attention 
would be given to epidemics in West Africa in 2008. To date, UNICEF is in charge of buying vaccines 
for stockpiling in Niger, Burkina Faso and Chad. In addition, OCHA has informed partners that 
humanitarian partners (UN, NGO and government) in Mauritania, Senegal and Burkina Faso have 
updated their inter-agency contingency plans in November 2007. In each country, epidemics such as 
cholera and meningitis have been withheld as contingencies. The International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies is launching meningitis prevention activities in 14 countries in 
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Africa to prepare for what could be one of the worst meningitis epidemics in the past decade. The 
initiative was a reaction to the warning issued by WHO on 9 October 2007. The 14 countries involved 
in the project are located along what is commonly called the “African meningitis belt”. They are: 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Uganda, Burkina-Faso, Democratic Republic of Congo, Niger, Mali, Chad, 
Nigeria, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo and Benin. US$ 867,000 will be invested in the four-month plan 
which includes the training of approximately 25,000 volunteers involved in community-based first aid 
and the organizing of education and awareness campaigns among communities. The International 
Federation is also a member of an International Coordination Group trying to cope with the shortages 
of meningitis vaccines by sending stocks of vaccine as soon as an epidemic is declared. At the global 
level, there are only about 7 million doses of vaccine available for a potentially affected population of 
80 million. 

 
Cholera  
Since the beginning of 2008, 308 cholera cases have been registered in West Africa, with two deaths. 
A total of 205 cases have been recorded in Liberia, 63 cases including two deaths in Guinea, 11 cases 
in Senegal and 29 in Sierra-Leone.  
 
To better integrate HIV/AIDS in emergencies 
During the 22 January Regional Health Working Group meeting, the joint United Nations programme 
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) informed on the elaboration of a regional inter-agency strategy for the 
integration of HIV/AIDS in humanitarian settings, on the basis of the recommendations made by the 
health working group in 2007 in Dakar. A first draft of the strategy will be shared and a validation 
meeting organised. UNAIDS reaffirms the need for better coordination of assistance provided to 
countries, the strengthening of capacity-building and the reinforcement of collaboration between 
partners in order to improve information sharing on the link between HIV/AIDS and emergencies.   

2.4 Coordination  

To assist the displaced in northern Niger 
The World Food Programme (WFP) distributed 571 MT of food items to 8 communes in Agadez in 
assistance to 11,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the region. The United Nations Children‘s 
Fund (UNICEF) has issued 1,000 blankets to Agadez for some 500 displaced people. The distribution 
will be ensured by the French Red Cross once they receive the official go-ahead of local authorities. In 
addition, the United Nations Populations Fund (UNFPA) has made available 2,819 individual delivery 
kits, 169 boxes of iron and acid folic tablets to cover the needs of pregnant women in the region of 
Agadez expected to deliver in health centres over the next three months. UNFPA will also provide 
Hygiene kits based on the needs of displaced women. In addition, a subcontract is being signed 
between UNFPA and a local NGO for IST/HIV/AIDS awareness targeting militaries and sex 
personnel in the town of Agadez. 
 
 
 3 RESOURCE MOBILIZATION  
 
Ghana flash appeal funded at 56% 
Ghana -The flash appeal launched on 4 October 2007 by the United Nations and partners appeals for 
US$12 million. As of 23 January 2008, only US$ 6,976,669 has been received (56.2%). Funds have 
been received from the Central Emergency Response Fund CERF (US$2,496,956), Canada 
(US$276,000), Germany (US$360,230), Australia (US$400,000), the Netherlands (US$953,540), 
Sweden (US$350,000), Ireland (US$360,987), Greece (US$73,747), Belgium (US$737,463), ECHO 
(US$504,323), UNICEF National Committee of France (US$134,668) and France (US$709,220). 
Other resources outside the appeal include donations to CARE (US$700,000) from DFID for 
sustainable livelihood, US$100,000 from CIDA for sustainable livelihood. World Vision received 
US$128,250 from Germany and World Vision Germany for Non Food Items and Shelter.  
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West Africa 2008 Cap funded at 2% 
The West Africa 2008 Consolidated Appeal (CAP), launched on 18 December 2007, has 
received  2% funding as of 30 January 2008. The United Nations and partners are appealing 
for US$313 million in order meet the humanitarian needs in West Africa in 2008. The CAP 
includes 83 projects submitted by UN agencies and NGO’s. 
 
Table of 2008 CAP funding level per theme (as of 30 January 2008) 

 Themes Requests in  
US $ 

Funding in  
US $ % Pledges in  

US $ 
Food security and Nutrition  133,264,615 1,500,000 1% 0
Health Emergencies  20,389,203 764,485 4% 0
Protection and Population Movements 130,364,743 5,345,000 4% 0
Natural Disaster preparedness 2,982,900 0 0 0
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) 4,815,875

0 0 
0

Cross thematic/coordination 20,829,211 0 0% 0

Overall Total: 312,646,547 7,609,485 2% 0

 
For more information on the 2008 CAP funding, please refer to  www.reliefweb.int/fts . The direct 
link for information concerning the West Africa CAP: 
http://ocha.unog.ch/fts2/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&emergID=15184   

5 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Date  Events Where  Who  
1 February Regional Humanitarian Coordination Meeting  Dakar, 

Senegal 
OCHA ROWA 

4-8 February Workshop on capacity-building in 
humanitarian emergencies 

Dakar, 
Senegal 

UNFPA, Regional 
Office 

12-16 February Workshop on capacity-building in 
humanitarian emergencies 

Dakar, 
Senegal  

UNFPA, 
Regional Office 

18-19 February UNDAC council meeting  Geneva, 
Switzerland 

OCHA 

21 February Meeting on funding guidelines on HIV/AIDS Brussels, 
Belgium 

ECHA 

17-21 March PREGEC: Regional consultation on the food 
security and nutritional situation in West Africa

Nouakchott, 
Mauritania 

CILSS 

 
For further information on the humanitarian situation in West Africa and to consult other reports on 
the humanitarian situation in the region: http://ochaonline.un.org/westafrica 
 
To be informed daily about the humanitarian situation by mail, please get connected to  IRIN : 
www.irinnews.org  
 
To be included in or excluded from the distribution list of the Report on the Humanitarian Situation in 
West Africa, or to contribute to the next monthly report, please Mr. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org  
 
NB: OCHA does not necessary share the views expressed in this document. OCHA does not guarantee the accuracy of the reports mentioned 
in the document.  


