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Sector I (Headquarters Juba) 

 
Civilian Activity 

 

Human Rights unit suggests amendments to human rights bill 

The Human Rights Section of the U.N. Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) proposed amendments to a 

draft bill on human rights, one that had been produced by the Southern Sudan Human Rights 

Commission. The suggested amendments, submitted to the Director of Legislation and Contracts 

in the Ministry of Legal Affairs and Constitutional Development, were aimed at bringing the draft 

bill more into conformity with best practices adopted by other nations’ human rights 

commissions. 
 

Tribal chiefs receive training on issues related to gender, HIV/AIDS and peace building 

The UNMIS Gender section participated in the training, which was organized by UNHCR in 

collaboration with CHF and the Council of Chiefs on Protection and HIV/AIDS. The objective of 

the two-day training, which started 6 September, was to help community leaders become 

sensitive to issues relating to women’s rights, gender-based violence, HIV/AIDS and peace 

building in general, with emphasis on establishing community mechanisms for addressing needs 

related to those issues. 

 

Ministry appoints new Director for Gender 

The UNMIS Gender Section participated in an inter-agency working group on sexual and gender-

based violence, at which a new Director for Gender for the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare 

and Religious Affairs was introduced. The Director briefed participants about the work of the 

ministry in promoting gender equality. She outlined plans and challenges that the directorate was 

facing and pledged to work with the UN, NGOs and community-based organizations in furthering 

women’s and other marginalized groups’ empowerment. 

 

Sudanese clash with foreign traders  

UNMIS Civil Affairs Section investigated the causes of market violence in Juba, which was 

targeting business men and women from Uganda and Kenyan. They discovered from 

interviewees that the causes were fear of competition by some Sudanese, who have previously 

monopolized the market. Security forces have now been deployed around the market at night to 

crack down on culprits, but no arrests have yet been made.  
 

Torit Governor releases Charles Loker 

UNMIS Rule of Law, Civil Affairs and Human Rights Sections, supported by local chiefs, 

community leaders and the Ministry of Legal Affairs, secured the release of Charles Loker. Mr. 

Loker was illegally arrested on 1 September on orders from the Governor of Torit, who set him 

free after receiving a letter from the Minister for Legal Affairs. The former prisoner had meetings 

with the three UNMIS sections in Juba on 4 and 6 September to discuss the release order, 

treatment in detention, human rights and his return to Torit. They also chalked out future steps 

UNMIS should take to ensure legal protection and fundamental freedoms. 
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Military & UN Police 
UNMIS trains prison personnel, draws up communication strategy  

A four-week refresher training course has begun for personnel at Juba prison, supervised by 

UNMIS Training Coordinators and assisted by the mission’s Human Rights, Child Protection and 

HIVAIDS Sections. UNMIS Rule of Law will soon begin assessing 10 prisons in different states 

of Southern Sudan, and UNMIS Correction Advisers are drawing up a strategy for improved 

organization and communication flow for prison service headquarters to enhance coordination 

among the prison management team. 

 

Street Vendors Clash With Police  

UNMIS Civil Affairs Section recently learned of clashes in Yei between street vendors and local 

police after the Commissioner ordered shops in the city’s main bus station destroyed for 

hindering traffic, according to local authorities. Military police arrested the rioting vendors and 

calm was reportedly restored. Civil Affairs has also investigated property disputes creating 

tension in Yei. In one incident, an SPLA member reportedly refused to return a shop belonging to 

a returnee from Uganda. 

 

UN Police Advise on record-keeping, criminal charges and security 

UN Police advised Yei local police on maintaining police records and filing criminal charges as 

well as procedures to carry out when a police officer commits a disciplinary offence. In other 

areas, UN Police assisted with police duties and functions, including community and confidence-

building measures. They also met with the Deputy Prison Chief to discuss a Quick Impact Project 

(QIP) to build juvenile and female cells, which is near completion. UN and local police conduct 

daily joint patrols in Juba to assist with security and provide advice for locals when requested.  

 

Curriculum Committee plans three police training programmes 

A Curriculum Development Committee meeting for police training was held in Juba, attended by 

the Sector One Training Officer, regional headquarters training staff, representatives of the 

Southern Sudan Police Service, the UN Development Programme and the British Council. Topics 

to be covered in three upcoming training programmes include a 12-week basic policing course, 

supervisor's course and commander's course. The Curriculum Development Committee will 

convene again a week after UN Police have created a draft timetable. 

 
 

Sector II (Headquarters Wau) 
 

Civilian  Activity 
Agencies draw up operating procedures for returnees 

As a follow up to the UN State Team meeting, the UNMIS Return, Recovery and Reintegration 

Section (RRR) worked on a standard-operating-procedure document (SOP)  for returnees, 

including registration, food distribution, non-food items (NFIs) distribution, way stations, and 

reintegration. A further meeting took place among RRR, the International Organization for 

Migration, South Sudan, and the Regional Chief of Office, who will continue drafting the SOP 

for returns, taking into account an RRR policy document due out by the end of September.  
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UNMIS, WFP verify new arrivals in Busserie 

UNMIS the UNMIS Return, Recovery and Reintegration Section (RRR), together with the 

Humanitarian Affairs Officer of UNMIS and a World Food Programme (WFP) representative, 

visited Busserie to verify new arrivals from Tambura and Western Equatoria. According to their 

leader, Mr. Simon Manyual, only 57 internally displaced persons (IDPs) were not receiving food 

rations, which WFP agreed to distribute.  A majority of returnees were from the Jur (Luo) tribe, 

while the rest were from Rorodo and Maple, with Dinkas in the minority. Mr. Manyual said that 

returnees would settle in Busserie, where they had encountered no problems from the receiving 

community.  

 

SPLA Data Collectors complete training 

One hundred Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) Data Collectors selected from Bahr El 

Ghazal participated in a training session jointly conducted by the Southern Sudan Disarmament, 

Demobilization, and Reintegration Commission (SDDRC) and the SPLA, in collaboration with 

the UNDDR Unit. The exercise aimed to assist the SPLA in registering its forces, including 

disabled soldiers and women associated with the former rebel force. Data Collectors noted during 

the session that civilians in Warrap and Lakes states, who are afraid of attack by armed (non-

military) persons, possessed several fire-arms. The SPLA’s Third Division Acting Commander in 

El Ghazal, Brig. Maciek Akuocpiir, assured trainees that the SPLA was finalizing arrangements 

to disarm/recover all weapons from civilians. 

 

SSRRC discusses transition from emergency phase 

The Director of the Southern Sudan Relief and Recovery Commission (SSRRC) held a meeting 

with UN staff to discuss transition from the current emergency phase to recovery and 

development. The meeting focused on whether the Northern Bahr El Gazal (NBeG) emergency 

situation was over, indicators to measure economic strengths and capacity to accommodate 

returning IDPs and refugees. A Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) representative said his 

agency had distributed 11,000 agricultural tools and 8,000 metric tons of seed in NBeG, and a 

participant from WFP noted that his organization had started food air-drops in Aweil and other 

locations.  

 

SSRRC to verify IDP camps and identify residents 

The SSRRC decided during a recent meeting, attended by UNMIS RRR, to verify IDP camps in 

and around Wau and identify residents willing to either return home or integrate into surrounding 

communities. UNMIS Human Rights, Protection and Child Protection are to assist RRR in 

monitoring verification and ensuring that camp closures, IDP returns or integration are carried out 

voluntarily and transparently. 

 

Civil Affairs assists with trauma recovery  

UNMIS Civil Affairs helped develop a Trauma Recovery Handbook and participated in a five-

day Trauma Recovery Workshop, which was facilitated by CARE and the Women’s 

Empowerment Group in Wau. Thirty people attended the workshop, which focused on people 

living with HIV/AIDS and those who had been traumatized by war. Civil Affairs, some women’s 

groups and heads of schools are forming a Girls Education Movement. 
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Civil Affairs Assists with CPA and QIP proposals  

Civil Affairs assisted with dissemination of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and QIP 

project proposal writing for five community-based organization officials in Aweil. The 

participants pledged to conduct CPA and conflict prevention awareness in their communities as 

part of the peace building effort. 

 

Military & UN Police 
Sector Commander monitors flood situation 

A joint team comprised of the Acting Sector Commander, Acting Head of Office, Troop 

Contributing Country (TCC) Commander, UN Military Observer (UNMO) Sector Commander, 

UN Police and the Engineering Unit assessed the flood situation in Aweil caused by recent heavy 

rains. The team developed an evacuation plan and inspected the dykes, which must be reinforced 

to block incoming flood waters. Daily patrols to Kum Bridge must also be set up to closely 

monitor incoming floods.    

 

UN Police and Child Protection visit children’s centre 
The UNPOL Child Protection Liaison Officer from Juba visited Wau, where the Child Protection 

Unit accompanied her on a visit to the Enfant du Monde Centre during the evening session for 

street children. The team spoke to about 25 boys ranging from 6 to 16 years old as well as social 

workers at the facility. Some of the children had complained that the meals were monotonous, but 

all agreed that their main desire was to go to school and have new clothes. 
 

 

Sector III (Headquarters Malakal) 
 

Civilian Activity 
 

UNMIS confers with Upper Nile Deputy Governor on General Tang 

The state’s Deputy Governor emphasized to UNMIS Regional Coordinator James Ellery that the 

status of Major General Gabriel Tang must be clarified by the Government of National Unity as 

soon as possible. In his meeting with Ellery, on 8 September, the Deputy Governor added that 

until the General’s status is settled, his presence and unclear role will continue to cause tensions 

in Phom el Zaraf.  

 

Human Rights Forum holds first meeting 

The Upper Nile Human Rights Forum met for the first time and developed a programme to begin 

functioning as a solid unit focused on protecting and promoting human rights. One of its initial 

activities will be to meet with civil groups and develop strategies addressing human rights 

concerns. 

 

UNMIS team decides to begin programmes in Pibor 

An UNMIS Malakal team comprising of Civil Affairs, Child Protection, Protection, DDR, 

Human Rights and RRR traveled to Pibor, where it met with concerned parties to pave the way 

for implementation of UNMIS programmes in the area. As a predominantly Murle populated 

area, Pibor has seen fighting between the SPLA and the Popular Defence Forces (PDF), a militia 

led by Ishmael Konyi. Although the general security situation remains fragile, the team, UNMOs, 

UN Police and stakeholders on the ground decided the time was ripe for UNMIS to begin its 

programmes in the area.  
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Flooding could cause food insecurity in Sobat Corridor 

The RRR Section participated in a rapid assessment mission of flood-affected areas along the 

Sobat Corridor, coordinated by the SSRRC and RC-HC. The communities of Doma, Ulang, 

Yomding, Mandeng, Gurniang, Pagak, Maker, and Maluwal are highly affected by flooding, and 

most crops have been destroyed along the Sobat corridor. The area could suffer from food 

insecurity during the next dry season. 

 

Sector Commander visits Phom El Zeraf 

The Sector Commander, Malakal Head of Office, four officials of Malakal’s Regional Office and 

a Joint Monitoring Team (JMT) recently visited Phom El Zeraf to assess the overall situation. The 

Sector Commander met with the Deputy Commissioner of Phom El Zeraf as well as officers of 

Gabriel Tang’s forces and Sudan’s Armed Forces (SAF). He expressed condolences for soldiers 

and civilians who had lost their lives in recent area clashes, reiterated the need to resolve issues 

through dialogue and maintain peace, assuring those present that UNMIS would assist in 

evacuating casualties. The Head of Office reminded the Deputy Commissioner that he was a 

government official who should remain impartial and neutral in area disputes. 

 

UNMIS and NGOs set up Human Rights Forum 

The UNMIS Human Rights Section and NGO representatives recently met to set up a Human 

Rights Forum in Upper Nile State, which would organize and support local civil society in 

monitoring, promoting and protecting human rights.  
 

Military & UN Police 
 

UN Police train local officers in traffic, gender and patrols 

UN Police recently completed a training course in traffic as well as gender and child protection 

for 38 local police officers from Bor. UN Police Bor gave a public education lecture for 450 

people in Pochala on the UN Police mandate and UNMIS as a whole. UN Police in Melut shared 

their experiences with the town’s traffic police on proper investigational procedures for fatal 

motor vehicle accidents. UN Police Malakal trained local police officers at the Malakia and 

Dengeshouf police stations on community policing report writing and vehicle/foot patrols.  

 

UNMIS discusses children with SPLA Commander 

A joint team of UNMO, UN Police and CPU visited Kilo-7 SPLA military barracks to register 

and interview children allegedly enticed by the SPLA during redeployment from eastern Sudan 

to Bentiu, Unity State. Denied access to the children by Maj. Ngot Nyoach, the team was referred 

to SPLA headquarters in Bentiu to discuss the matter with Major Philip Abuoy, Commander in 

charge of SPLA forces in Bentiu and Rubkona. Major Abuoy stated that the SPLA had originally 

been cooperative with UNICEF and the UN about children, but nothing had been done for their 

upkeep and education. The SPLA had made several futile requests to both the UN and UNICEF 

for provisions, including clothing, but had eventually been forced to buy supplies through 

voluntary contributions. 
                          

Mine Action 
 

Bangladeshis clear fields in Jebal Kujoor 

The Bangladeshi Demining Company has continued clearing minefields south west of Jebel 

Kujoor (Sector I). Under the direction of the UN Mine Action Office (UNMAO) in Juba, it is 
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currently attempting to work two sides of the site. Two teams have been clearing a dangerous area 

(DA) at the foot of Jebel Kujoor, which contains numerous unexploded ordnance (UXO) in 

varying conditions. The tasking involves a visual surface clearance of the entire area and the 

removal or destruction on site of items found.  

 

Kenyan deminers begin survey on Wau brewery 

The Kenyan Military Demining Company has completed its work on the Wau railway station and 

begun a technical survey on a brewery near Wau. Mechem Team 2 has been assisting the 

Kenyans with the survey and area reduction. Since the Kenyans have only one ambulance and 

therefore cannot deploy on two sites, 72 deminers (with equipment for 36 persons) are conducting 

the technical survey.  

 

Cambodians receive limited accreditation 

Two teams of the Cambodian Demining Company (CMDC) have carried out three training survey 

tasks and three live training tasks. With constant supervision and repeated training, they have 

attained a “satisfactory” level of ability and received limited accreditation, according to the 

operations officer. However, both teams need further instruction and guidance with reporting, due 

to the shortage of English-speaking staff and general literacy standards. A limited letter of 

accreditation will be issued to the teams, who will be given work according to their ability and 

continually monitored, which will allow some urgent contamination issues to be addressed. 

 

FSD completes Juba-Torit road survey 

A route survey of the Juba-Torit road has been completed (by FSD) and reports on the road’s 

status are being verified, but mechanical clearance of it has been suspended due to funding 

constraints. Work has also been completed on a survey of the Juba-Bor road and preparations are 

underway (by FSD) to deploy for clearance of this route. 

 

MAG completes school, continues clearing airstrip, market and road  

The MAG demining group has completed visual surface clearance of the Kapoeta school site. 

Work has continued on manual mine clearance of the Kapoeta airstrip extension and clearance of 

the Juba Customs Market. A team in Tonj is working on road clearance of a 26-metre wide 

corridor from Tonj to Wau.  

 

Humanitarian Activity 
 

UNMIS assesses flood affected areas 

UNMIS RRR participated in a rapid assessment mission of flood-affected areas in Ulang, Nasser, 

Pagak and Gurnyang.  About 14,480 people (numbers unverified) from 23 villages have been 

affected by flooding in Nasser Payam; 12,840 HHs, (numbers unverified) in Nasser County; and 

about 4,486 and 1,313 people, (numbers unverified) in Olang and Wechnang area, respectively. 

 

Most tukuls were sitting in pools of water in and around Gurnyang, schools were closed, and 

farmlands were flooded, according to the team. People in Nasser stated that the population was 

facing shortages off food and safe drinking water, and urged the SSRRC to determine exact losses 

and follow up with emergency responses. 
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The team also observed that most crops had been destroyed in Pagak and Toru areas by heavy 

rain and flood and that NGOs, in cooperation with local government authorities, were assessing 

flood losses. Preliminary records showed that 3,693 households (numbers unverified) had been 

affected by flood in six Payam of Maiwut County. Rain and flood have destroyed most crops in 

the county, which could result in little or no harvest and food shortages. 

 

WFP distributes over 79,000 tonnes of food in south 

The WFP provided some 79,360 people with 1,046 tons of food in Southern Sudan during the 

reporting period. Of total food distributed, some 257 tonnes went to 17,790 returnees, including 

15,110 in Leer, Mayom, Bentiu, Rubkuai, Abeihnom and Nhialdu in Unity State (195 tons), 674 

in Ganji and Kulipapa  in Juba (35 tonnes); and 2,000 in Mapel in Western Bahr El Ghazal (27 

tonnes).  

 

Inter-agency mission verifies returnees in Cueibet 

An inter-agency assessment mission comprising the WFP, IOM, UN High Commission for 

Refugees (UNHCR), UNMIS RRR and the SSRRC verified the presence of 920 returnees in 

Cueibet. The mission recommended strengthening tracking as well as enhancing monitoring and 

registration of returnees to assist agency targeting. An inter-agency assessment mission is 

scheduled to visit Sobat corridor to assess damage caused by floods in Doma, Ulang Yomding 

and Nasir in Upper Nile State. According to local authorities, crops in vast low-lying areas are 

feared destroyed, but no human or animal casualties have been reported.  

 

Returnees arrive in Unity, Upper Nile States 

Some 450 of 700 returnees expected from Kosti, White Nile State, have arrived in Ganyiel, Unity 

State, to be resettled there. The WFP will participate in an inter-agency mission in coming weeks 

to assess the needs of another 280 returnees reported to have arrived in Panyijar county. Of total 

returnees, some 80 are in Kapoeta East county, and another 30 in Lafon, Torit and Budi counties, 

who arrived from Kakuma in Kenya. In Upper Nile, local authorities in Tonga reported the arrival 

of 500 households of returnees from Fangak and Zeraf to Tonga. In Jonglei, the WFP plans to 

verify and register some 550 returnees and 3,000 IDPs reported in Pakok. 
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End Note 
By James Ellery, UNMIS Regional Coordinator, Southern Sudan 

 

In response to a generally favourable security situation throughout Southern Sudan – and 

particularly in the wake of the Phase 4 to 3 reduction on the Equatorian Border – we are exhorting 

an increase in NGO activity beyond emergency humanitarian relief. The Government of South 

Sudan (GoSS), now widely criticized for failing to deliver a material peace dividend, will be 

seeking more substantial assistance from our Force Engineering Units.  Indeed, the otherwise 

laudable “200-day programme” announced by the President, at this week’s opening of the 

Legislative Assembly, may prove undeliverable without the aid of the Mission. 

 

The recent changes of three state governors reflects a determination by the President to forestall 

any further deterioration of tribal relationships, which have been strained by relative freedoms 

enjoyed since the end of war.  Another challenge is imminent -- the effects of several thousand 

LRA closing in on assembly areas near Maridi and Nimule in West and East Equatoria 

respectively.  For a few more months, the Sudanese will bear the brunt of Uganda’s terrorists; our 

hope is to monitor the latter’s activities while providing succour to the local people.  In addition 

to mediating at the LRA Talks, Vice President Machar has launched a ‘Community Security’ 

initiative which he intends will initiate DDR.  Other CPA-related activities may flow from it -- 

the dispersal of former OAGs (other armed groups) for example – under the direction of the 

newly constituted OAG Collaborative Committee, forming a triangle with the CJMC (Ceasefire 

Joint Military Committee) and the CPC (Ceasefire Political Commission).  Upper Nile is stable 

for the moment but the frustration of SAF seemingly in charge of State Security must soon surely 

give way to plain commonsense, as General Gabriel Tang departs finally for Khartoum.  

Equatoria’s SAF Commander very decently handed over to the SPLA months ago, with positive 

results all round. 

 

The planned seamless transition from one service contractor to another in the provision of staff 

meals at Juba’s Field Headquarters has been frustrated by the simultaneous letting of two 

contracts for the same task – resulting in no food at all from the handsome new 500-man 

kitchen/diner.  After a good run logistically, this setback combines with a paucity of vehicles, 

computers and satphones to deter further newcomers for the time being. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was compiled using the following sources, the United Nations Country Team - Humanitarian 

Report, the World Food Program – Emergency Report and Sector I, II and III Weekly Situation Reports.   

UNMIS Forward Headquarters – Juba PIO 

 


