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(A) Highlights

(a) In Sudan, WFP reached 1.6 million beneficiaries in February, a record monthly figure
since the start of the emergency operation in April 2004.

(b) WFP is reaching 554,000 beneficiaries in Indonesia, up by more than 100,000 in
February.

(c) WFP is collaborating in food security assessments, after this week's floods in
Madagascar reportedly affected 33,000 people and over 2,600 hectares of rice paddies.

(d) A WFP survey found that 400,000 to 600,000 rural Azerbaijanis face food insecurity and
that nearly 300,000 displaced Azerbaijanis are likely to continue to rely on food aid for
the foreseeable future.

(e) WFP emergency food aid was provided to support newly displaced people and people
affected by recent floods in Colombia.

(B) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe: (1) Afghanistan (2) Azerbaijan (3)
Russian Federation (Caucasus)

(1) Afghanistan

(a) On 7th March, violent demonstrations in Kandahar city resulted in the death of 14
civilians. The security situation remained relatively calm throughout remainder of the
country.

(b) Unprecedented cold weather conditions combined with flooding further reduced
community access to markets and food and necessitated extraordinary measures to
deliver much needed food and non-food assistance.

(c) From 3-10 March, a total 492,015 beneficiaries received over 3,780 tons of food.

(d) In response to the consequences of the cold weather combined with flooding, WFP
initiated and continued relief activities in the affected areas:
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(e) Hirat: 60 tons of food were delivered to Saghir and Tulak districts of Ghor province by
road and air drops in coordination with local government and the Provincial
Reconstruction Team. Food-For-Work was relied upon to clear roads and to
re-establish road access.

(f) Kandahar: some 235 tons of mixed foodstuffs were distributed to 4,295 families that
had been cut off and isolated by heavy snowfall in 5 districts.

(g) Helmand: preparations were underway to deliver food to families affected by cold
weather and flooding in Adraskan, Pushtoon-Zarghoon and other districts of Hirat.

(h) Faryab: some 55 tons of mixed food were pre-positioned for airlift to Kohistan district, to
supply 1000 families trapped by heavy snowfall. Some 43 villages are affected, with 58
persons reported to have died from respiratory diseases and exposure. Significant
losses of livestock were also reported.

(i) Nimroz: flooding restricted road access to Nimroz province. WFP and other UN
agencies were preparing to undertake aerial assessments and to preposition food in
anticipation of further flooding.

(2) Azerbaijan

(a) A WFP Food Security and Nutrition survey found that 400,000 to 600,000 rural
Azerbaijanis face food insecurity and that nearly 300,000 of the one million Azerbaijanis
displaced by the conflict with Armenia, over the disputed region of Nagorno Karabakh,
are likely to continue to rely on food aid for the foreseeable future.

(b) The survey covered around 3,500 households in six of the country’s ten economic
zones, including the mountainous regions of Lankaran Astara in the south and Ganja
Gazakh in the west, both of which border Nagorno Karabakh. Since leaving Nagorno
Karabakh 12 years ago, many displaced Azerbaijanis still live in sub-standard
conditions and have severely limited assets. Only 40 percent of the households covered
by the survey have access to agricultural land and in all instances most of the produce
grown was for family subsistence.

(c) An overwhelming majority are heavily dependent on the government’s monthly
allowance of USD 6 and nearly 90 percent purchase food on credit or borrowed money.
Despite receiving food aid, the bulk of additional expenditures are on food or medical
care and more than half of the families have at least one member suffering from a
chronic illness. The findings suggest that the displaced Azerbaijanis rely heavily on
external food assistance from the government and WFP and a discontinuation is likely
to have a serious negative impact on their food consumption levels. This in turn would
affect their health and nutritional well being, especially for women and children. In the
absence of food assistance, two thirds of this displaced population would become food
insecure very quickly.

(d) WFP’s operations in Azerbaijan are currently facing a shortfall of about USD 4 million,
out of an appeal for USD 21 million, for its three-year operation, which started in
January 2003.

(3) Russian Federation (Caucasus)

(a) Despite the ceasefire by militants, the level of conflict and violence within the North
Caucasus continued during February, although mostly due to an increased number of
operations conducted by law enforcement agencies. WFP’s Cooperating Partners (CP)
are finding access to Chechnya increasingly more complicated, though no military
activities or incidents disrupted food distributions in the republic.

(b) According to the Danish Refugee Council (DRC), as of 28 February, in Ingushetia there
were 33, 659 IDPs from Chechnya, out of which some 21,600 are hosted in private
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accommodation, and 12,059 are living in spontaneous settlements.

(c) During the period of 16 to 28 February, WFP CPs finalized the February relief
distribution in Chechnya and Ingushetia. In Chechnya about 105,244 vulnerable
persons received around 1,230 tons of WFP supplied food aid in Grozny Rural,
Achkoi-Martan and Sunzha districts of Chechnya. In Ingushetia WFP CPs distributed
about 380 tons to 32,760 Chechen IDPs registered in the DRC database.

(d) The School Feeding programme (SF) in Chechnya continued to assist over 112,000
schoolchildren in pre-primary, primary and secondary schools (1st to 6th grade) in 9
districts of the republic; 755 tons of food commodities for the SF implementation in
January and February were distributed in December. School Feeding activities also
continued in Ingushetia, assisting about 1,670 school children with daily hot meals
deliveries to each of 33 IDP school institutions in Nazran and Sunzha regions.

(e) A total of 2,550 participants (representing 12,750 beneficiaries) were involved in the
implementation of the Food-For-Work (FFW) projects, aimed at infrastructure
rehabilitation in Chechnya. In total some 275 tons of WFP-supplied commodities were
provided to FFW participants in February. WFP continued the Food-For-Training (FFT)
programme in both Ingushetia and Chechnya, through conducting vocational trainings,
such as driving, tailoring, hairdressing and beautician courses, students of which will be
provided with food rations from WFP.

(f) WFP released some 13 tons of food commodities to support the Dining Hall project
implemented by Caritas Internationalis where daily hot meals are provided to 1,600 of
the most vulnerable people in Grozny city. The TB programme in Ingushetia and
Chechnya, implemented by WHO and MSF-Holland respectively, was supported with
the provision of food to about 600 in- and outpatients as an incentive for completing
their treatment; some 10 tons of food commodities were released by WFP to
MSF–Holland and WHO implementing this project in Chechnya and Ingushetia
respectively.

(g) Resourced up to date donations reach about 62 percent of the funding required until the
end of the EMOP 10128.1, Emergency Food Assistance to Vulnerable Households in
the North Caucasus, in June 2005. Within the next six months WFP expects shortfalls
in wheat flour, sugar, salt, and high energy biscuits, starting in April 2005. These
shortfalls, if not covered, may affect all WFP programmes.

(C) East & Central Africa: (1) Burundi (2) Congo (3) Congo, DR (4) Djibouti (5) Eritrea (6)
Ethiopia (7) Kenya (8) Rwanda (9) Somalia (10) Sudan (11) Tanzania (12) Uganda

(1) Burundi

(a) Military operations to dislodge Front for National Liberation (FNL) rebels from their
hiding places in Kanyosha and Mpanda communes were reported. Armed banditry,
including car jacking, resumed in the capital Bujumbura.

(b) Rain has started in Kirundo province after a long period of drought that led to serious
food shortages in that area. Due to the poor harvest of agricultural season 'A' and the
cassava mosaic virus, most provinces in the North and East are experiencing food
shortages.

(c) WFP distributed some 1,600 tons of food aid to over 171,000 beneficiaries.

(d) Farmers have received seeds from FAO and WFP has been distributing seed protection
rations (SPR) to both seeds beneficiaries and other people, as this is the sowing period.
Last week, over 820 tons of SPR were distributed in Kirundo, Makamba and Ruyigi
provinces. However, the country's referendum activities have caused delays in
distributions and hence had a negative impact on the global SPR distribution plan. The
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new reinforced transport capacity will reduce delays in distributions.

(e) Available resources are sufficient to cover most of WFP's basic requirements until
May/June 2005. Recent confirmation of contributions has enabled WFP to revitalize the
pipeline in various commodities. However, the food needs have increased due to the
drought situation and plant disease in the northern provinces. Loans from regional food
stocks and their quick dispatch have enabled the country office to minimize the impact
of shortfalls. However, shortages will start in May/June, unless additional contributions
are confirmed during the first four quarter of 2005.

(2) Congo

(a) On 5 March 2005, Government authorities launched a special Demobilisation,
Disarmament and Reinsertion operation, to include 450 former rebels with a budget of
USD 405,000. This operation will run prior to the launching of the National
Demobilisation, Disarmament and Reinsertion operation funded by the World Bank. It is
anticipated that with the success of this programme, the security situation in the Pool
region will be further improved so that humanitarian work can be enhanced.

(3) Congo, DR

(a) The health conditions of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Ituri district
are reportedly deteriorating due to the suspension of humanitarian assistance following
the increasing insecurity in the areas. Following reports from aid agencies, at least two
deaths were recorded each day in one of the camps hosting 5,000 people. Reports
indicate that diarrhoea and other infectious diseases are present in the IDP camps.
Although some of the NGOs have resumed work, the living conditions in the camps
have deteriorated rapidly in addition to the continued attacks by militia.

(b) At least 4,000 militiamen have been disarmed in Aru, Ituri district. Since September
2004 the USD 10.5 million disarmament programme in Ituri has collected weapons from
3,800 fighters. The demobilized fighters will be given the choice to either return to
civilian life or join the official army.

(c) It has been reported that the security situation in Walungu territories, South Kivu has
deteriorated following the recent fighting between the Interahamwe militia and the Front
Démocratique pour la Libération du Rwanda (FDLR) in Kaniola. The armed clashes
prompted more than 100 families to flee Kamanyola town.

(d) Meanwhile, in Bukavu and Fizi, South Kivu where some 250 returnees arrived from
Tanzania, the security situation remained calm. Since November 2004, the total number
of returnees who have arrived in DRC stands at 8250 in Uvira and 125 in Bukavu.
During the period under review, reports from North Kivu indicated that armed violence
continues to affect the area. Aid workers were unable to reach vulnerable groups in
Lubero and Rutshuru territories due to the activities of Mai-Mai and Interahamwe in
these areas. During the reporting period close to 170 tons of food was despatched to
Walikale to assist 1,500 resettled families.

(e) International Women’s Day was celebrated in a joint initiative of UN agencies, NGOs
and the government. Fight against sexual violence was the theme of the International
Women Day. Considering the extent of sexual violence which was used as a weapon
mainly in eastern DRC, it was decided that particular attention should be given to this
aspect by reinforcing the law to ensure that the perpetrators of these acts are punished
and by providing medical and psychological assistance to the victims.

(4) Djibouti

(a) The fourth convoy this year of the voluntary repatriation of Somali refugees returning
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from to Somaliland from Djibouti was organized on 3 March. A total of 46 families or
256 persons from Holl-Holl camp were safely repatriated to Guerissa and Garbo-Dadar,
in the Somali province of Awdal. The caseload of refugees now stands at some 12,650
refugees in the two camps of Ali Addeh (6,490) and Holl-Holl (6,160).

(5) Eritrea

(a) It is now the dry season and very little rainfall has been recorded. There were no major
agricultural activities reported apart from the normal horticultural activities.

(b) Relief agencies have predicted that Eritrea would experience a severe drought between
the months of May and October. This will be the fourth consecutive year of drought and
Eritrea is in desperate need of assistance to pre-empt widespread malnutrition resulting
from worsening food shortages over the coming months.

(c) Water levels are reported to be reduced in most part of Debub region. Dongolo River,
where the piped water for Massawa is located, received a low-level flood. With very few
exceptions, the population still encounters problems in meeting their water needs.

(d) The fuel supply is still a constraint in most parts of the country. However, WFP is
allocated sufficient diesel for food transport and the monitoring of its activities

(e) The UN Secretary General Special Representative (SGSR) to Sudan is in Asmara to
hold talks in a bid to press for a comprehensive peace in Sudan. According to the
media, the SGSR is to see officials from Asmara-based Sudanese opposition
movements, including rebels from Darfur and some from the Eastern Front.

(f) WFP has submitted a budget revision for its Emergency Operation (EMOP) 10261.01,
Emergency Food Assistance to Victims of Crop Failure and Drought in Eritrea. The
EMOP is to be extended in time from April 1 up to 31 August 2005 with a consequent
addition of 55,000 tons of assorted food commodities and a slight increase in Inland
Transport Shipping and Handling (ITSH) rate. Eritrea’s Protracted relief and Recovery
Operation (PRRO) 10192 runs until the end of June of this year.

(g) Commitment coverage for EMOP 10261.01 stands at USD 30.7 million or
approximately 91,000 tons of food commodities. This amount covers about 83 percent
of this operation’s total resource requirements. The PRRO commitment coverage
increased to approximately USD 34.4 million, thus covering about 68 percent of its food
requirements.

(6) Ethiopia

(a) Against the 2005 Humanitarian Appeal for Ethiopia emergency food aid needs of nearly
476,400 tons (for general rations plus the targeted supplementary feeding programme),
confirmed contributions now stand at 131,260 tons, or only 27 percent of the annual
requirements.

(b) The target figure for emergency food aid beneficiaries is an estimated 2.9 million people
in March, requiring 54,250 tons of emergency food. Confirmed resources can only
cover part of March requirements, but WFP intends to use its new loan facility to cover
the remaining requirements based on forecast contributions, and utilizing the Ethiopian
Emergency Food Security Reserve. Some 3.1 million people will need 57,700 tons of
emergency food aid in April.

(c) WFP, under the relief component of its PRRO, Enabling Livelihood Protection and
Promotion, aims to cover approximately half of the emergency food needs for the year.
This PRRO also covers a portion of the food needs of the Productive Safety Net
Programme.

(d) While there are further contributions of cereals under negotiation, these, together with
confirmed contributions, will cover only 50 percent of total annual emergency food aid
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requirements. It is critical that resources are secured for food and non-food sectors of
the identified needs in the Appeal. Addressing the requirements already assessed will
largely arrest the deterioration in conditions that is occurring in some areas of the
country.

(e) Emergency food aid requirements will be reviewed at the time of the annual Belg (short
season harvest) needs assessment in June.

(7) Kenya

(a) The Kenya Food Security Steering Group has recommended that the drought relief
assistance in Kenya for 1.6 million people and 420,000 school children should continue
through August 2005, focusing on the worst affected areas. WFP is preparing a budget
revision for the current drought relief EMOP to accommodate the new requirements.

(b) Cereal stocks are very low as the EMOP awaits clearance to accept 20,000 tons of
maize recently pledged to the EMOP by the Government of Kenya. The acceptance is
contingent upon WFP being able to resource the cash required to finance associated
costs.

(c) WFP has distributed a total of 325 tons of food as a one-off ration to 23,040 internally
displaced people in Mandera District. They were WFP EMOP beneficiaries who were
displaced from their homes during the January/February skirmishes between two rival
clans in the district, which left several people dead. The security situation is currently
tense but the Government is monitoring the situation on ground.

(d) WFP is starting repairs on the Garissa-Dadaab road, the only road leading to Dadaab
refugee camps that are home to 138,000 mainly Somali refugees. The most urgent
work should be completed before the onset of the long rains, which are expected soon.
WFP will also try to preposition enough food stocks in the camps before the start of the
rains.

(e) The WFP food pipeline for refugees in Kenya is healthy until September 2005. The
operation was faced with a break in pipeline for cereals on 1 April 2005 due to expected
late arrival of pledges. However, WFP has borrowed from other programmes in the
country in order to avert this break.

(8) Rwanda

(a) Rwanda recorded the highest temperatures in its history between 21 – 25 February,
with temperatures ranging from 34 to 35.4 celsius. According to the Metrological
Department temperatures in Kigali had never previously exceeded 32 celsius. Food
prices in Byumba and Kigali markets have increased as a result of the long drought
period.

(b) Last week's assessment in Bugeresa indicated that over 150 houses were destroyed on
26 February as a result of heavy rains. Kigali Province assisted by providing iron sheets
for roofing and the communities hosted the affected people. No food assistance was
requested from WFP.

(c) The total number of Congolese (44,420) and Burundian (4,408) refugees in Rwanda
now stands at 48,830 as compared to 48,240 reported last week. Some 144 returnees
from DR Congo were received in Nkamira Transit Centre and a three-month ration was
provided to them before they returned to their areas of origin.

(d) WFP with CARE International conducted field visits to Umutara and Kibungo Red Cross
where it was decided to distribute half rations to cover more HIV/AIDS affected
beneficiaries.

(e) The Disaster Management task force was briefed on WFP’s Vulnerability Assessment
indicating over 768,000 extremely vulnerable people require immediate food
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assistance. Some 52,000 tons of food will be needed for 6 months along with 6,000
tons of seeds from FAO. However, the Government of Rwanda expressed reservations
about the accuracy of the aforementioned figure.

(f) There is a shortfall of some 5,900 tons for the period between March and Aug 2005.
The outstanding commitment for Food-For-Work (FFW) uncompleted activities is 4,000
tons. An inventory is being done on FFW activities to verify their performance and if
necessary to redirect the programme to more vulnerable areas.

(9) Somalia

(a) General insecurity and lawlessness still inhibit WFP operations in many parts of
Somalia notably parts of Sool and Sanag in the north, Lower Juba Valley and Gedo in
the South, and Galgadud /South Mudug in central Somalia where active clan fighting
with some 20 casualties has been reported in Hobyo district.

(b) The months of April to June constitute an important rainfall season, locally referred to
as ‘Gu’ season in Somalia, and the outlook from the regional rainfall focus released by
the Fifteenth Climate Outlook Forum for the Greater Horn of Africa indicates an
increased likelihood of near to below normal rainfall over much of Somalia.

(c) Relief distributions under the PRRO were completed, with 1,320 tons reaching 130,000
beneficiaries targeting communities in the north which have been affected by the year
long drought, mudslides and flash floods.

(d) WFP Somalia continues to assist the Tsunami-affected communities along the
northeast coastline of Somalia with relief distributions of over 350 tons reaching 30,000
beneficiaries in the second round of monthly distributions in spite of the long and
treacherous roads.

(e) The final report of the Tsunami Inter-Agency Assessment is expected after the final
draft has been discussed with the authorities of the State of Puntland in the northeast of
Somalia where the most severely affected coastline is located. The main conclusion is
that the affected fishing sector needs urgent support - in particular to help the fishermen
to replacing their lost fishing equipment before the next fishing season that commences
in early September.

(10) Sudan

(a) Across Sudan, the rapid increase in food prices combined with the limited purchasing
power of vulnerable households and serious water scarcity is a cause for serious
concern. The WFP Annual Needs Assessment, carried out in November 2004, showed
that the overall food deficit for vulnerable population groups in Sudan will average about
29 percent (3.5 months). Despite the Government’s plans to ensure that adequate
supplies of cereals are commercially available, poor households are not expected to
have sufficient purchasing power to buy food during the critical hunger gap months of
May/June through August/September.

(b) WFP is taking the following actions in response to mounting concerns about the food
security situation: 1) an in-depth analysis of the rainfall and vegetation index to identify
the regions worst affected by erratic rainfall (already completed) and 2) an ongoing
inter-agency mission to Eastern Sudan to explore the mid to long-term interventions
appropriate to address chronic food insecurity and the current food security situation,
and 3) rolling assessments of high-priority food insecure areas on a regular basis. In the
Darfurs, the situation is further complicated by insecurity.

(c) DARFUR:

(d) The security situation in Darfur remains relatively calm with pockets of banditry in South
Darfur. In North Darfur, 12 trucks were stolen during the past week.
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(e) The Darfur-wide registration exercise begins across the three Darfur states.

(f) The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs completed a four-day tour of
Sudan, which included a visit to South Darfur.

(g) WFP reached 1.6 million beneficiaries in February, with about 28,670 tons of food,
representing a 34 percent increase compared with January. Regarding March
distributions, as of 6 March, close to 7,965 tons of food have been dispatched by road
and air from Khartoum and El Obeid to the Darfur state capitals, representing 22
percent of the monthly distribution plan of 36,795 tons and 18 percent of the overall
monthly dispatch plan of 43,120 tons.

(h) The monthly dispatch plan includes 6,325 tons for dispatch to West Darfur for
pre-positioning purposes. WFP will continue to pre-position commodities in West Darfur
before the onset of the rainy season, in order to prevent the disruption of food supplies
to the population. Pipeline breaks in sugar continue to affect distributions to some
locations in Darfur.

(i) To date, confirmed contributions for the Darfur EMOP 10399.1 amount to almost USD
245 million or 56 percent of total requirements. Though the project may seem well
resourced, it should be underlined that only the cereals pipeline is healthy.
Contributions are urgently required for non-cereals so that WFP can guarantee a
complete food basket to beneficiaries and successfully pre-position commodities in key
locations before the onset of the rainy season. WFP has borrowed USD30 million to
pre-finance the purchase of much-needed sugar, salt and other non-cereals in order to
overcome shortfalls. In addition, WFP has borrowed 25,000 tons of commodities from
other Sudan operations to meet requirements. Contributions for non-cereals are
therefore required urgently in view of the four-month lead-time for a donor contribution
to arrive at Port Sudan.

(j) The Special Operation for logistics support in Darfur faces a shortfall of USD 26.6
million. One hundred long-haul trucks will have to be procured urgently to ensure that
the logistics capacity is in place to support the increased number of beneficiaries
expected during the lean season. The WFP-Humanitarian Air Services faces a shortfall
of USD 17 million. Of this, USD5 million is urgently required to continue contracting and
deploying the passenger aircraft; required in the coming months in support of the
movement of passengers and humanitarian cargo in Sudan.

(k) OPERATION LIFELINE SUDAN:

(l) A recent WFP report on 2004 performance of crop production for Sudan provided a
clear insight that Sudan experienced a widespread below long-term average rainfall
over many parts of the Sudan. Consequences include failed crops and mediocre
production, followed by increased crop prices. Affected areas have been identified. The
analysis will be complemented by a rapid field assessment scheduled between 21
March and 2 April in targeted locations in North and South Sudan. The mission will be
undertaken jointly with FAO, UNICEF, NGOs and Government of Sudan (GOS)
counterparts. The mission will be divided into five teams to cover locations in Kordofan
and White Nile, Nuba Mountains and Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei, Bahr El Ghazal and
Lakes and Bahr El Jebel and East Equatoria.

(m) The Pibor registration, airdrop and food distribution team completed their mission and
returned to Malakal on 5 March. The airdrop operation took place between 20 and 27
February. A total of over 505 tons of food commodities was distributed to some 27,800
beneficiaries. The population expressed dissatisfaction with the unavailability of
vegetable oil in the food basket.

(n) Cross-line movement was observed in Pibor during the exercise. Many people indicated
that they have come a long way from villages under the Sudanese Peoples
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Movement/Army (SPLM/A) control to receive food. Observations by the distribution
team showed that adults as well as children were seen to be physically weak and
dehydrated. Pibor is suffering from a shortage of clean drinking water as the only
source of water is the seasonal stream of Pibor, which is already drying up as the
consumption of both animals and humans depends solely on it.

(o) A joint IDP situation assessment was undertaken in Kodok, part of Malakl town. The
assessment team included Adventist Development and Relief Agency International
(ADRA), IRC, GOAL, Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), WFP, OCHA and UNICEF.
According to local authorities, a total of some 1,650 IDPs have been registered to date
and an influx of 30-50 IDPs is currently taking place on a daily basis. The cause of
displacement was mainly attributed to fighting in Akoka area. IDPs are settled under
trees and in old hospital buildings as well as within host communities. The mission
recommended urgent food assistance to prevent further deterioration of the IDP’s
situation and that of the host community (about 3,500 persons).

(p) According to WFP Damazine, Blue Nile, about 885 returnees have arrived from Ethiopia
to Geissan locality during the past week. The majority are settled in Bar and the rest are
in Asumbu and Amora Gazira areas; assessment is still pending. Further to a rapid
assessment mission in Abyie, West Kordofan, general food distribution will start in April
and not in May 2005 as initially planned. This came in response to the alarming
malnutrition rates among the resident population as well as the returnees which have
been caused by a combination of the poor rainfall/harvest last year, insecurity, an influx
of returnees, a lack of non-food support and the extended sharing of the few resources
available.

(q) A registration/verification exercise was undertaken in Talodi and Kadugli localities,
Nuba Mountains. The exercise was conducted in collaboration with the Sudanese Red
Crescent (SRC) and Save the Children Fund US (SCF-US). It is planned to cover the
localities of Dilling, Rashad, Abu Gebieha and Lagawa during next week.

(r) Registration/verification was also completed in Mirmir and Rubkuai, Unity State. The
exercise was followed by food distributions of 150 tons of food at 50 percent ration to
cover the requirements of over 16,000 beneficiaries for March 2005. Plans are
underway to conduct the same exercise in Abiemnhom (to be followed by a general
food distribution in the same location) in addition to Mayom, Mankien and Wangkai.

(s) Further to the advice of HAC office in Malakal, food will be distributed to IDPs in
Malakal town based on the last IDP registration figures. The total number of IDPs
targeted with assistance is 25,400 persons.

(t) WFP cross-line convoys in the Nuba Mountains are planned to start from El Obied on
13 March. The convoy will move first to Julud dispatching some 350 tons of assorted
commodities and then to Kauda to deliver another 370 tons of food.

(u) During the past week, contributions of almost USD 16.9 million were confirmed.
Confirmation of other contributions is urgently required to allow commodities to be
pre-positioned before the onset of the rainy season. The pipeline for all commodities will
break by the end of June 2005, if contributions are not urgently confirmed. The total
projected shortfall is estimated at 56,000 tons. Confirmed contributions received to date
against EMOP 10048.3 amount to over USD 42 million. This represents only 14 percent
of the total operational requirements.

(11) Tanzania

(a) An increase in repatriation of refugees from Burundi was observed just prior to
Burundi’s referendum on 28 February, as a result of the desire of many Burundians to
participate in the discussions of the country's Constitution. Close to 3,400 refugees
returned to Burundi in February. This is a slight increase compared with January, when
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2,524 refugees returned. The refugees are optimistic that general elections will be calm
in April and many Burundians are expected to return home if this is the case.

(b) Some 401,000 beneficiaries received around 1,140 tons of food commodities through
general distribution, supplementary feeding and therapeutic feeding in refugee camps in
western Tanzania. Over 12,600 Tanzanians in the host communities around the camps
were supported with WFP host community activities, including Food-For-Work,
Food-For-Training, Food-For-Hospitals, and School Feeding. In partnership with NGOs,
WFP also continued to support refugee self-reliance activities, including vegetable
gardening and sunflower oil /groundnut sharecropping.

(c) The PRRO in Tanzania still faces serious shortfalls of CSB, vegetable oil and salt for
the coming six months. A new ration modification took effect on 15 February, providing
refugees with just 1,323 Kcals per day (i.e. 65 percent of the normal ration level).
Rations of commodities will increase from 14 March up to 1,629 Kcals per day, by
increasing the quantity of maize.

(12) Uganda

(a) A cessation of hostilities agreement has still not been finalized and the Uganda Peoples
Defence Force (UPDF) has re-occupied the cease-fire zone. No date has been set for
further consultations between the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels and the
Government.

(b) On the night of 9 March, the LRA attacked Dzaipi village in Adjumani district, West Nile
region; the rebels torched over 76 huts, battered six people to death, looted household
property and abducted an unknown number of people. Thirteen people were admitted in
hospital with severe injuries. LRA rebels staged a series of brutal attacks in Adjumani
district last year in March/April, displacing thousands of civilians (nationals and
refugees). WFP, together with UNHCR and NGO partners are assessing the needs of
the affected households to determine the level of assistance.

(c) WFP food distributions continue to reach 1.4 million displaced persons, 192,000
refugees and other vulnerable persons. During the period 28 February to 5 March, WFP
distributed close to 3,000 tons of relief food assistance to 299,000 persons including
IDPs sheltering in camps in Gulu, Pader and Lira districts, refugees, children in nutrition
centres and other vulnerable persons.

(d) WFP is conducting an Emergency Food Security Assessment in the Acholi and Lango
sub-regions (Gulu, Kitgum, Pader and Lira districts) to determine the rations necessary
to sustain lives among the displaced population over the next six months. Due to the
slow pace of peace efforts, there is no return of IDPs to cultivate fields in home areas
for the April planting/July harvest. Second season planting and January 2006 harvests
will be the next opportunity for IDPs to increase self-sufficiency. This implies the need
for WFP to continue feeding current IDP caseload of 1.4 million people through until the
end of 2005 at the current high ration level (74 percent of minimum human dietary
requirements).

(e) WFP will commence the second phase of relief food distribution to drought-affected
agro-pastoralists in Moroto and Kotido districts in the Karamoja region in mid-April.
During the first phase, close to 112,600 persons received 1,450 tons of food
commodities. The drought relief assistance is planned to continue until the September
harvest, and will assist 574,000 persons during the peak of the hungry season from
April through July 2005.

(D) West Africa: (1) Cote d'Ivoire (2) Guinea (3) Liberia

(1) Cote d'Ivoire
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(a) From 3 to 9 March, some 315 tons of various food commodities were distributed to over
33,500 people.

(b) After reports of ethnic clashes occurring in villages along the road between Bangolo
and Duekoue, WFP participated in an inter-agency mission with IOM and FAO in this
area. It was noted that the villages of Fengolo and Diahouin were almost completely
deserted and most of these two villages was burned and pillaged. OCHA has reported
that between 10,000 and 15,000 people from the villages along this road could be
displaced in Duekoue. WFP is collaborating with its partner organization on an
appropriate response to the population displacements in the west. In addition to its
general rations, WFP has a stock of high-energy biscuits (HEB) that could be
distributed if necessary. Efforts are underway to establish an accurate number of the
displaced in Duekoue. Additionally, over 500 people have sought shelter at the mayor’s
office in Guiglo, fleeing other ethnic hostilities along the road between Guiglo and
Blolequin.

(c) WFP is concerned about this situation, not only for the immediate needs of the
displaced populations, but also for their longer term food security. April is the planting
season for rice, the staple food in this area. WFP and FAO plan to target 6,000
households in the west around Guiglo and Man through agricultural activities in April. If
the populations remain displaced through April, they will miss the planting season.

(d) Local procurement is a paramount tool for addressing food insecurity in Cote d’Ivoire,
where farmers are facing severe cash problems. Due to the crisis, markets are
disrupted and farmers can face difficulties in selling their products. Furthermore, the
devaluation of the US dollar, which makes imported food products even more
competitive, represents an additional challenge for farmers. Contributions for local
purchases should be confirmed urgently as the harvest period is coming to an end.

(2) Guinea

(a) The voluntary repatriation of Liberians continued from Laine camp. From 21 February to
6 March, some 445 Liberian refugees were repatriated. This brings the total number of
Liberians repatriated since the beginning of the process in November 2004 to 2,565. A
joint USA-EU delegation visited Guinea from 24 February to 2 March, with the aim of
evaluating the situation of the refugees and their prospects of repatriation. The mission
had visited Liberia before arriving in Guinea and the main recommendation was to
accelerate the process of repatriation before the start of the rainy season.

(b) From 21 February to 6 March, WFP distributed a total of 750 tons of food to 65,000
beneficiaries in Guinea.

(c) WFP continues to face serious food shortages and a reduced ration of 1600 Kcal has
been maintained for the refugee caseload for the month of March. Deliveries to the
emergency school feeding (ESF) programme, initially scheduled for December, will only
take place in the beginning of March. Self reliance and integration activities have been
suspended due to lack of resources.

(d) The roads linking N’Zérékoré with Kisidougou, Nonah, and Lola are in a poor condition.
Trucks with heavy loads are forced to drive very slowly which delays WFP food
deliveries. This problem will be aggravated during the coming rainy season. While it
would be advantageous to preposition stocks at the Extended Delivery Points/refugee
camps in March and April, the lack of food in Conakry and the late arrival of additional
shipments make this very difficult. Further disruptions of food distributions, due to
logistics constraints, cannot be ruled out.

(3) Liberia
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(a) From 28 February to 6 March, a total of 450 tons of food were distributed to 36,000
beneficiaries in Liberia.

(b) During the first week of March, two convoys totaling some 280 Liberian refugees from
Sierra Leone and Guinea arrived at the UNHCR transit centres in Sinje, Grand Cape
Mount and Gbarnga, Bong. Additionally, a flight arrived at the Robert International
Airport which brought 53 Returnees (Liberian Refugees) from Ghana. Collectively,
these beneficiaries received resettlement food assistance totaling 11 tons of assorted
commodities.

(c) During the same period, over 7,510 IDPs from camps around Monrovia were resettled
in Grand Cape Mount and Bomi Counties, with the assistance of IOM, who organized
the convoys. WFP provided 250 tons of assorted relief food to the returnees as part of
their resettlement ration.

(d) Continuous pipeline breaks are expected from May onwards, unless new contributions
are received. Food shortages will begin with corn soya blend, salt, pulses and
vegetable oil in May, and will gradually affect all commodities in June.

(E) Southern Africa: (1) Regional (2) Angola (3) Lesotho (4) Madagascar (5) Malawi (6)
Namibia (7) Swaziland (8) Zambia (9) Zimbabwe

(1) Regional

(a) Dry conditions in Southern Malawi, southern Mozambique, Swaziland, southern Zambia
and Zimbabwe and floods in parts of Angola and Madagascar are heightening concerns
for a potential reduction in production. National food security and vulnerability
assessments are expected in April and May.

(b) WFP urgently needs contributions to the regional Protracted Relief and Recovery
Operation (PRRO) 10310, Assistance to Populations in Southern Africa Vulnerable to
Food Insecurity and the Impact of AIDS, to provide 358,000 tons of food to 4.9 million
people vulnerable to food insecurity and HIV/AIDS in Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,
Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe in 2005. USD 50.5 million (12 percent) has been
contributed against USD 216 million required for 2005. USD 395.1 million is required for
the entire project, that started in January 2005 and ends in December 2007.

(2) Angola

(a) Local authorities reported that some 520 persons, about 90 households, living in
Ndalatando, northern Kwanza Norte province, lost their homes and belongings due to
heavy rainfall in the last week of February. The provincial authorities are currently
assessing the situation and plan to respond through food assistance. In Kwanza Norte,
WFP provides food assistance to 10,000 beneficiaries, the majority of whom are
internal returnees.

(b) Immediate new contributions are required to avoid a pipeline break in PRRO 10054.2,
Support to Return and Resettlement. About USD 36 million or 60,000 tons of food are
needed for distribution to returnees through 2005.

(3) Lesotho

(a) According to the Lesotho Meteorological Services, crop conditions are satisfactory and
at flowering and grain-filling stages in the northern and northwestern regions. However,
crops affected by erratic rainfalls and hailstorms will affect yields in other parts of the
country including central Thaba-Tseka.

(b) The Ministry of Agriculture presented the draft National Food Security Policy document
to WFP, other UN Agencies, NGOs and government departments, during a workshop
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held in the capital, Maseru. The Ministry acknowledged the need for a definitive singular
government policy on food security, in order to effectively coordinate targeting and
response to the increasing challenge of food insecurity.

(c) The workshop reported that nutritional stunting and wasting are as high now as ten
years ago. One quarter of Lesotho’s population is estimated to be malnourished, there
is a high degree of dependence on food purchases at household level and households
are becoming increasingly vulnerable to food and income shocks, such as sudden
devaluations or droughts. From 2-8 March, WFP distributed about 720 tons of food to
43,000 vulnerable people, including households affected by HIV/AIDS.

(4) Madagascar

(a) Heavy flooding affected 33,000 people and destroyed rice crops in the eastern Alaotra
and western Marovoay regions of Madagascar, prompting fears of a second year of
severe shortages of its staple food. According to the Conseil National des Secours
(CNS), the Government's disaster management body, 2 people were killed, 8,000 lost
their homes, and over 2,600 hectares of rice paddies were ruined in the top
rice-growing areas. CNS has started emergency food deliveries of 100 tons of rice to
the affected people. More details of the damage are expected form an assessment
mission, deployed this week, comprising CNS, WFP, UNICEF and some NGOs.

(5) Malawi

(a) From 3-9 March, WFP dispatched about 2,200 tons of food to vulnerable people,
including households affected by HIV/AIDS, orphans and vulnerable children.

(b) The Malawi PRRO 10310 component has a serious cereal shortfall and breaks in the
pipeline, which will affect food assistance to patients in the Nutrition Rehabilitation
Units, caretakers of chronically ill and households taking care of orphans. Some 4,000
tons of cereals for March have been borrowed from the Malawi Government’s National
Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) for repayment in April from a multilateral donation.
Urgent contributions are needed to avoid a severe shortfall of about 10,500 tons in
April.

(6) Namibia

(a) A recently published report, “Assessment of OVC Interventions with a Food Component
in Namibia” shows that Namibia lacks sufficient data and resources to provide adequate
support to 130,000 orphans, many of them affected by AIDS. The report indicated that
the country requires a centralised comprehensive food security and vulnerability
information system to guide interventions and targeting of assistance to orphans and
vulnerable children (OVC).

(b) According to the Ministry of Health HIV/AIDS Sentinel Sero Surveillance, the HIV
prevalence rate in the Caprivi region remains at an alarming 43 percent, the highest in
southern Africa. Namibia orphans due to AIDS are projected to reach 200,000 by 2021.

(c) WFP emergency operation EMOP 10334.0, Targeted Food Assistance Orphans and
Vulnerable Children Affected by Food Insecurity and Impact of HIV/AIDS, has been
feeding 30,000 OVC in the four regions of Caprivi, Kavango, Oshikoto and Ohangwena
since March 2004. The programme is expected to be extended to other regions.

(7) Swaziland

(a) Prospects for a good harvest are poor following hailstorms in January and a dry spell in
February which affected the development of crops, mainly maize, at tasselling stage.
The Government and relief agencies are closely monitoring potential vulnerability and
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household food insecurity due to a combination of drought and AIDS.

(b) Meanwhile, it is reported that the struggling textile industry needs around USD 9 million
to avoid a 50 percent job loss. The industry is the second largest employer in the
country, employing about 30,000 workers, nearly equal to the government, which is the
country's top employer, with 37,000 workers. The agricultural sector employs 23,000 of
the country's 90,000 workers.

(8) Zambia

(a) Last week, the Ministry of Agriculture announced that prolonged dry spells have
resulted in reduced plantings and crop failure in some districts. A rapid assessment is
currently underway, but early warning information indicates that the southern and
western parts of the country may experience a cereal shortfall. Preliminary estimates
are suggesting that the cereal harvest may be 30 percent down on that of 2004.

(b) The Zambian government has suspended the export of maize, while assessments are
being carried out and as the country braces itself for what could be a poor harvest.
Planned regional food purchases by WFP in Zambia, for which tenders have been
issued, have been permitted to proceed, and the export for these will be allowed.

(9) Zimbabwe

(a) Electioneering for parliamentary elections is progressing in a generally calm
atmosphere. WFP programme activities and monitoring are going on as planned, with a
heightened degree of security awareness. The elections will take place on 31 March.

(b) The WFP Project Review Committee met this week to review a budget revision for
Zimbabwe activities and effectively incorporate the country into the regional PRRO. The
revision made to the PRRO will include 47,000 tons of commodities which are required
to maintain current food aid programmes in Zimbabwe for the period from April to
September this year.

(F) Asia: (1) Bangladesh (2) Indonesia (3) Korea (DPR) (4) Maldives (5) Myanmar (6) Sri
Lanka

(1) Bangladesh

(a) The UN security phase in Bangladesh remained at level I

(b) Prices of staple foods and vegetables remained high. Frequent power cuts reportedly
have an adverse effect on the agriculture sector.

(c) Distribution of blended food under the Supplementary Feeding Programme of EMOP
10380, Assistance to Flood Affected People in Bangladesh, is ongoing. Until now near
1,960 tons (approx. 90 percent) of this food has been distributed. WFP is expecting to
complete the distribution in next three weeks.

(d) As resources for the Primary School Feeding Programme under the EMOP have
finished, no distributions under this component can be carried out anymore.

(e) Food-For-Work activities under the EMOP’s Rural Livelihoods and Infrastructure
Rehabilitation component are ongoing in four districts. During the month of February, a
total of some 1,020 tons of rice was distributed to support 23,500 beneficiaries.
Preparations for general food distributions under the same component are progressing.
The distributions will benefit some 310,000 families in 7 districts during April and May.

(f) EMOP resourcing levels remain at 38 percent, unchanged since late December 2004.

(2) Indonesia
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(a) Since late February, several security incidents have been recorded mainly in the district
of Aceh Jaya in the area of Calang. As a precaution, food distribution that commenced
on 10 March in Panga, 20 km south of Calang, was suspended on 11 March. UN staff
movement by vehicle from Calang to the surrounding sub-districts has also been
suspended until further notice.

(b) Reports indicate the movement and relocation of displaced persons in Aceh Utara,
making verification exercises difficult. WFP’s food assistance operation is currently
being carried through 6 Sub-Offices (SOs) in Banda Aceh, Lamno, Calang, Meulaboh,
Medan and Lhokseumawe.

(c) The estimated number of beneficiaries for March stands at 554,000, up from 445,000 in
February. A total of 8,800 tons of food commodities, comprising rice, fortified noodles
and biscuits, canned fish and vegetable oil, will be distributed to 18 districts in Aceh and
North Sumatra Provinces.

(d) WFP has begun to screen and register local and national NGOs working in Banda Aceh
as potential partners for the implementation of the School Feeding Programme. In
addition WFP agreed to provide a two-month food ration to 1,000 newly recruited and
trained teachers who will be posted in various locations throughout Aceh province. This
is part of an assistance package provided to the teacher training programme, supported
by UNICEF, which will supplies basic goods such as household, hygiene kits and tents.

(e) Preparations for a comprehensive government rehabilitation and reconstruction
framework continue through working groups composed of Government, donors and aid
agencies. WFP is an active participant at both the national and Banda Aceh level,
participating in three working groups: WF3 – Infrastructure and Facilities, WG4 -
Economy and Employment, and WG 6 – Social Culture and Human Resources.

(f) Meetings were held with the local Coordinating Task Force for Emergency Conditions,
SATLAK 2 and 3 in Banda Aceh and Meulaboh. SATLAK 3 represents the largest area
of responsibility (AOR), the stretch along the west coast from Sabang Island just off the
coast of Banda Aceh to Singkil. The west coast is still governed by the TNI (Indonesian
Military) with little presence of civil authorities north west of Meulaboh. Movement along
the north west coast by land is limited; WFP uses landing craft from the Main
Transhipment Point (TSP) in Malahayati Port in Aceh Besar, just outside Banda Aceh,
to supply these cut off areas. In addition, a strategy for pre-positioning was discussed
with agreement on locations, volume and access to land for further establishment of
temporary storage units.

(g) On 10 March, a Lake Toba Summit with the theme “Global Partnership on
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Post-Disaster Settlements”, has begun. The 3-day
event is reportedly being attended by leaders from 43 countries and 400 participants
from Asia, Africa, Europe and North America.

(3) Korea (DPR)

(a) To save the rapidly depleting Local Food Production (LFP) stock of milk powder, the
production of corn soya milk blend (CSM) has temporarily been shifted to corn soya
blend (CSB). New donations of milk powder and soybeans are urgently needed. The
current stock of dried skimmed milk will be finished in May and soya beans in April.

(b) From 5 to 11 March, seventeen out of nineteen WFP-supported LFP factories were
operational. Sinuiju Biscuit factory was stopped due to lack of wheat flour and dried
skimmed milk, while Huichon CMB factory has yet to resume production following the
re-opening of Chagang province. Production for the first week of March was 1,200
tonnes, or 85 percent of the EMOP's weekly requirement.

(c) Following last week’s announcement by the Government that Chagang province
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-inaccessible for WFP monitors since October 2004 - would again become accessible,
the first WFP monitoring team has visited the province. With the 7 counties in Chagang
reopened, WFP now has access to 158 out of 203 counties/districts, representing 83
percent of the population.

(d) Although expected cereal arrivals will allow WFP to feed all Vulnerable Group Feeding
beneficiaries with planned rations through May 2005, WFP is faced with serious
pipeline breaks thereafter. Unless new contributions are urgently confirmed, many
beneficiaries including elderly people and low-income urban households will be cut from
distribution plans in June. Moreover, nursery and kindergarten children will not be
receiving oil as of April or pulses as of May.

(4) Maldives

(a) WFP and the Government of Maldives have begun a comprehensive food ration to
reach up to 42,000 of the most vulnerable tsunami survivors in the Maldives. In
partnership with the Government of the Maldives, WFP is distributing a two-month
supply of rice, oil, pulses and sugar to the worst-hit families in this Indian Ocean
country.

(b) WFP’s new relief distribution, for a total of 2,115 metric tons of food, widens a food aid
programme begun by the Government, WFP and private donors soon after the tsunami
struck on 26 December.

(c) Previously, WFP had airlifted over 110 tons of fortified biscuits to the Maldives, of which
about 40 tons were distributed in the initial days of the emergency to 46,000 people on
affected islands. The remaining quantity of more than 70 tons of biscuits has been used
in a seven-week school snack programme to approximately 24,000 school children,
which started when schools re-opened on 25 January.

(d) Both WFP and Government assessment missions have highlighted the need for
short-term food assistance to people who lost their homes and their livelihoods.
Because of the tsunami, many Maldivian farmers are unable to return to growing crops
because of saline damage to the farmland. Fishermen have lost their boats and skilled
artisans have had their tools swept away or damaged by the tsunami. Thousands
remain homeless and dispersed throughout the islands in the Maldives. WFP’s food aid
will act as a safety net to such vulnerable groups until they can go back to a normal life.

(5) Myanmar

(a) Under the Tsunami operation, WFP’s EMOP 10405.0, construction of 5 water ponds (1
acre of land each) has started in Ayeyarwaddy Division. By the end of this month, 20
water ponds and the repair of 289 houses are expected to be completed through
Food-For-Work activities. Similarly, in Tanintharyi Division (close to Thai border), the
repair of houses, access roads and bridges will be implemented soon. The third food
distribution has started during the past fortnight. So far, WFP has procured locally 1,110
tons of rice and 145 tons of lentils/chick peas for this operation.

(b) Under EMOP 10345.0, Emergency Food Assistance to Ex-poppy Farmers in Northern
Shan State, Myanmar, during February, WFP distributed about 800 tons of rice to about
56,500 beneficiaries in northern Shan State. Food was distributed for Food-For-Work
(FFW), Food-For-Education (FFE) and Vulnerable Group Feeding activities.

(c) A fire outbreak in Myingyan township of Magway Division affected 183 families (about
900 persons) last week. At the request of the government, WFP distributed about 10
tons of rice (one-time emergency assistance of 50 kg/family) to all the affected people.

(d) Under PRRO 10066.2, Assistance to Returnees and Vulnerable Groups in North
Rakhine State and Magway Division of Myanmar, WFP distributed a total of about 750
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tons of mixed food (rice, pulses and vegetable oil) to 56,700 beneficiaries (returnees,
primary school children, Food-For-Training and FFW participants) in northern Rakhine
State (NRS).

(e) Last month, WFP had procured locally about 9,500 tons of rice for both its PRRO and
EMOP. Delivery started only yesterday because of a long delay in obtaining transport
permits from the government. Of the above quantity, only about 500 tons have been
dispatched so far. The delayed delivery badly affected food distribution, particularly in
northern Shan State.

(f) WFP completed a School Feeding baseline survey in 176 schools in Magway Division.
WFP plans to start food distribution to primary school children in those schools from
July this year.

(6) Sri Lanka

(a) A number of killings were reported in Batticaloa. There were protests in Jaffna after a
young student was run over and killed by a Sri Lanka Army (SLA) vehicle on 4 March.
The protests resulted in the death of one person and cancellation of field movements by
WFP and other agencies.The situation was reported to be calm and WFP operations
are back to normal in Trincomalee, after a few days of unrest following clashes over
locations where temporary housing can be built.

(b) The number of people requiring food assistance is continuing to rise in some of the
affected areas, as authorities are still registering people and reviewing applications for
assistance. WFP has recently been concerned that this could potentially inflate
beneficiary numbers as it may include people who no longer require food assistance.
Authorities have now set up ‘audit teams’ to review this issue, and Government Agents
(GA’s) in the affected districts have began to systematically collect actual beneficiaries.
WFP expects to regularly receive these numbers from the GAs.

(c) WFP, in partnership with Unilever, launched a pilot school feeding programme in
Hambantota on 9 March; 1,530 children are being provided with a mid-morning meal.
The children are provided with rice and corn-soya blend. This programme is planned
through the end of the year.

(d) Food dispatches in Ampara have improved; WFP has been concerned about slow
dispatches and distributions over recent weeks and requested authorities to hire more
staff both for MPCSs and for distribution sites. In Town and Gravets division in
Trincomalee, however, local authorities have temporarily discontinued the dispatch of
food as the responsible entities are unable to handle distributions for the moment. WFP
has been providing relief food distribution to about 34,000 people in the division.

(e) WFP held an important meeting on 7 March with the Secretary to the Ministry of Relief
Rehabilitation and Reconciliation (MRRR), WFP's main counterpart for the tsunami
emergency operation, to discuss a variety of issues including: delays in food
distributions from final distribution points; the transition from relief assistance to targeted
interventions, likely to commence in April; criteria for identifying those persons who may
still need food assistance beyond the general distribution period. It is roughly estimated
that some 200,000 people would be in need of such extended assistance.

(G) Latin America and Caribbean: (1) Bolivia (2) Colombia (3) Cuba (4) Ecuador (5)
Guatemala (6) Haiti (7) Nicaragua

(1) Bolivia

(a) The socio-political situation in the country is still volatile. Access roads to the city are
currently blocked. After Congress unanimously rejected President Carlos Mesa’s
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resignation, he called Bolivians to peacefully concentrate on 10 March at noon to
demonstrate against road blockades and conflicts. Distributions will resume in the
Departments of Chuquisaca and Santa Cruz as road blocks were suspended.

(b) The joint WFP-UNICEF rapid assessment mission reported that there are 5 camps with
800 families who left their homes affected by the recent floods in Santa Cruz. Health
services and drinking water are being provided at the camps. Diarrhoea and respiratory
diseases have increased. It is estimated that small farmers lost about 15,000 hectares
of crops as well as houses and livestock.

(c) WFP will distribute 8,000 food rations to the 800 flood affected families at the camps.
The rations could last for 10 days. Civil Defence and other NGOs are also distributing
food in coordination with WFP’s counterpart DRIPAD. Sheltered families will remain at
the camps for at least one month because water is still high and food provisions will be
needed for that period. UNICEF will distribute school kits to affected children through
WFP.

(d) WFP distributed some 170 tons of food to 2,930 families affected by the drought in 37
communities in the Municipality of Charagua, El Chaco region. This food will last for 30
days until the next distribution takes place.

(2) Colombia

(a) People continue to flee to the town of Bellavista, Province of Choco, fearing impending
clashes between armed groups in the area. The number of newly displaced people in
Bellavista has reached nearly 1,500. WFP has provided emergency food aid to the
affected communities as part of its Emergency Food Aid component.

(b) The Social Solidarity network reported a possible massive displacement of people from
the Municipality of Beltran, Province of Cundinamarca, due to continuous threatens and
clashes between illegal armed groups. WFP scheduled a special emergency food aid
delivery in the coming days in the expectation that that people will change their minds
and stay rather than flee.

(c) On 28 February, WFP completed the distribution of emergency food aid for the people
affected by the floods in the Province of Norte de Santander, especially to the
inhabitants of the municipality of Puerto Santander. The distribution was coordinated by
WFP and the Social Solidarity Network.

(d) During the past week, a total of 390 tons of food were delivered in the context of PRRO
10158, Assistance to People Displaced by Violence. The food was distributed in 11
provinces reaching 41,009 people. These commodities were distributed in preschool
and school feeding activities, Food-For-Crisis, Community Kitchens, expectant and
nursing mothers and nutritional recovery activities. In addition, WFP distributed some
865 school kits to the children assisted through the WFP School Feeding Programme in
the Provinces of Antioquia and Atlantico

(3) Cuba

(a) The persistent drought experienced in the eastern part of the island since the spring of
2003 has left 41 dams virtually dried and unusable. At present, 114 of the 235 operating
dams in Cuba do not even reach 25 percent of their full capacity. Therefore, water is
being distributed through water tankers to approximately 1,834,230 people, which
represents a daily consumption of 50,725 litres of fuel. The Government has taken
measures to reduce waste and restrict water consumption and is providing an additional
food ration to some vulnerable groups.

(b) WFP and the Government are preparing a new Emergency Operation (EMOP),
considering the serious situation concerning food availability which is affecting food
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security and the nutritional situation of vulnerable groups. Last year, WFP had
supported some of the eastern provinces with an Immediate Response EMOP that
ended in November.

(4) Ecuador

(a) During the past week, the Tungurahua Volcano registered continuous low vapour and
gas emissions with some presence of ash fall. The areas affected with ash fall were
Puela, Motilones, Bilbao, Pillate, San Juan de Pillate, Quero, Cotaló, Cusúa and Juive.
The villages along the Cusúa y Bilbao stretch were affected by the volcanic gases.

(5) Guatemala

(a) A number of organizations comprising small farmers and basic grain producers, with the
support of the Catholic Church, have raised their concern about the effects of the Free
Trade Agreement (CAFTA) to be signed between the US Government and the Central
American countries including Guatemala, and requested that protection measures be
considered. Representatives of the civil society are requesting that Congress does not
ratify the CAFTA. Protests and block roads have been planned for the coming days.

(b) Instead of cash compensation, the Government has proposed to the ex civil
self-defense patrols (ex-PAC) the alternative of supporting the implementation of
income-generating projects in the communities where they carried out their military
service. The proposal has not been accepted by ex-PAC. Negotiations are under way.

(c) From 22 April to 15 October, the national School Feeding programme will be
complemented with of a glass of milk for 150,000 schoolchildren at 1008 schools
located in 17 provinces. The milk will be procured by the Government through the
Association of Milk Producers at a cost of approximately USD 3.8 million.

(d) In the context of the Guatemala component of regional PRRO 10212, Targeted Food
Assistance for Persons affected by Shocks and the Recovery of Livelihoods, a total of
some 150 tons of maize, beans, corn soya blend and vegetable oil were distributed to
community-based centres in the province of Quiche, for the nutritional recovery of
children under five years of age and pregnant and lactating women suffering of acute
malnutrition, as well as to communities in the province of Huehuetenango. These
communities are undertaking asset creation activities to mitigate the effects of shocks.
This food distribution will benefit a total of 4,120 families.

(6) Haiti

(a) On 28 February, the first anniversary of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s
departure, at least one person was killed and several others injured during
demonstrations in protest of his removal. The two gaoled allies of Aristide, former Prime
Minister Yvon Neptune and former Interior Minister Jocelerme Privert, continue their
hunger strike to demand their release from prison. The Transitional Government is
resisting pressure to release Neptune on humanitarian grounds. The entire country
continues in UN security phase III. The situation was tense in the capital, with a slight
increase of political/crime incidents, which affected WFP operations in Port-au-Prince.
One programme survey mission to a sensitive area was cancelled due to the tensions.

(b) Some 155 tons of WFP food commodities were distributed by the implementing partner
CARE to 5,420 beneficiaries affected by the floods in Gonaïves. Distributions were
carried out at 1-2 sites per day.

(c) Some 450 tons of food were delivered to health centres and schools (EMOP and
Country Programme) in the West, North and Northeast Departments and to the various
implementing partners of PRRO activities in the Northwest and in Port-au-Prince.
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(d) Deliveries from the Port-au-Prince container terminal are still a major concern.
Agreements are being finalized with shipping and terminal agents to expedite the
process. A first shipment of 39 rice containers, transiting through the Dominican
Republic, arrived at the port of Port-au-Prince.

(e) WFP participated in the inauguration of a newly constructed salt fortification plant. The
use of double fortified salt will be an essential part of a WFP-supported strategy to
eliminate iodine deficiency disorders and lymphatic filariasis across the country. At
present, only 12 percent of the Haitian population consumes iodised salt while the
worldwide goal set by international organizations is to achieve 85 percent coverage by
2007.

(7) Nicaragua

(a) The Ministry of Health declared the epidemic diarrhoea outbreak caused by the
“Rotavirus,” in recession. More than 35,000 cases of diarrhoea and 37 deaths have
been associated with the Rotavirus. A local sanitary emergency has been declared in
the northern departments of Madriz and Estelí. WFP is monitoring the situation.

(b) Landowners have announced a massive strike to protest against illegal land
occupations and to demand the enforcement of land property rights. Three people died
and 17 were wounded during a violent clash between the squatters and the police in an
attempt to dislodge the illegal tenants.

(c) Food commodities under the Nicaragua component of regional PPRO 10212.0 are
already pre-positioned to start distributions to vulnerable women and children and
school boys and girls. Distributions under the School Feeding programme started on 7
March and will benefit 53,805 children in the Central and Northern Atlantic Regions.
Food-For-Work activities will resume soon.

(d) PRRO 10212.0 will face shortfalls through August this year if no commodities are
announced in the coming months or those that are announced arrive late.

Note: All tonnage figures in this report refer to metric tons

WFP Weekly Emergency Report

From David Kaatrud, Chief of the Analysis, Assessment and Preparedness Service of the
United Nations World Food Programme (ODA); also available online at www.wfp.org [1] or go
directly to the WFP Newsroom [2] .

Also available by e-mail from Carlo Scaramella, Chief of the Emergency Preparedness and
Response Branch (ODAP).

Carlo.Scaramella@wfp.org

For information on resources, donors are requested to contact Valerie Sequeira:

Valerie.Sequeira@wfp.org
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tel: +39 06 6513 2009

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy

Media queries should be directed to Brenda Barton at:

Brenda.Barton@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2602

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy
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