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Supporters Urged to Turn Pledges 

into Contributions 
 
While CERF has received some US$383.4 million in 
commitments in 2009, only $178.1 million has been turned 
into useable contributions to date.  
 
In May, Armenia ($5,000), China ($500,000), Finland ($8.2 
million), Japan ($1 million), Myanmar ($10,000) and Turkey 
($200,000) turned their pledges into contributions to the Fund, 
providing CERF with the cash it needs to fund the vital 
activities of relief partners.  
 
OCHA encourages Member States to turn their pledges into 
contributions as soon as possible.  As the Member States’ 
strategic financial instrument, CERF can assist the most 
vulnerable populations suffering from a disaster or a conflict 
fast.   

Table 1: Top ten contributors to CERF for 2009 
(As at 31 May 2009) 

 

Country Amount (US$) 
United Kingdom**  61,444,000  
Netherlands*  51,812,000  
Sweden  49,367,572  
Norway  42,734,983  
Spain*  38,860,104  
Canada**  31,850,960  
Ireland**  25,906,000  
Germany 19,522,484  
Qatar* 10,000,000  
Denmark  8,544,087  

* Unpaid pledge 
** Pledge paid in part 

 

Myanmar Makes First-Ever 
Contribution to CERF 

Myanmar made the list of CERF supporters for the first time 
with a contribution of $10,000 in May.   
 
The country joins twelve other first-time contributors to the 
Fund in 2009.   Myanmar is one of five countries that has both 

pledged or contributed to CERF in 2009 and received 
assistance from CERF in the past. 

 
Table 2:  New pledges/contributions to CERF for 2009  

(As at 31 May 2009) 
   

 
Country 

 
Amount (US$) 

Afghanistan* 1,440 
Benin 1,500 
Kenya* 10,000 
Lao 3,000 
Myanmar* 10,000 
Mozambique* 2,000 
Namibia 1,000 
Oman 30,000 
Saint Lucia 1,000 
Samoa 2,000 
Timor-Leste* 1,200 
Tuvalu 1,000 
Viet Nam 10,000 

*Also received funding from CERF 

Record Country Allocations For 
May 2009  

In May 2009, CERF provided more than $64 million for 
emergency assistance to relief agencies working in ten crisis-
affected countries, the largest single monthly allocation total 
since CERF began operating in March 2006.  
 
Countries requiring rapid response funding from CERF in May 
included Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Sudan. 
 
Burkina Faso 
 
An outbreak of measles in 37 of the country’s 63 health 
districts has affected some 40,000 people and it continues to 
spread.  The situation has stressed the capacity of the Ministry 
of Health and has necessitated an emergency response from 
humanitarian agencies. 



 

 

Consequently, CERF has provided more than $1.6 million in 
emergency funding to the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO). In 
partnership with Ministry of Health and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), UNICEF and WHO will immunize 
nearly 3.7 million people between the ages of six months to 24 
years in order to stop the spread of the disease. 
 
Chad 
 
An unanticipated influx of refugees from the Central African 
Republic into Chad has worsened an already precarious 
situation in the country.  Estimates in mid-May put the total 
number of newly arrived refugees at 18,000, with more 
arriving. Newcomers are overwhelming the local population 
and competing for very scare resources.   
 
The UN Country Team in Chad, together with government 
and NGO counterparts, has identified priority sectors requiring 
emergency support, particularly food and health. In order to 
prevent the situation from deteriorating even further and in 
support of overall relief activities in the country, CERF has 
contributed $2 million to kick-start life-saving support for 
17,000 refugees and 5,000 local people in host communities.  
 
The World Food Programme (WFP), WHO, UNICEF and the 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA) will work together to provide 
food, health care and other services to the most vulnerable, 
especially pregnant women, new mothers and children.  The 
assistance includes capacity-building activities for local health 
staff and community health workers, support to reproductive 
and neonatal health, and training on gender-based violence and 
HIV/AIDS awareness.  
 
Chad is currently the eleventh-largest overall recipient of 
funding from CERF, with some $32 million having been 
allocated from the Fund for emergency programmes there 
since 2006. 
 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
 
Attacks by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) continue to 
aggravate the humanitarian situation in DRC, Sudan and 
Uganda and the Humanitarian Coordinator in DRC has 
designated Haut Uélé as a priority area.  Donors have 
expressed their intention to fund humanitarian assistance in the 
area but the sheer scale of current requirements has left a 
significant gap.   
 
To cover the gap and meet immediate, life-saving needs, CERF 
has released nearly $10 million to four UN agencies working in 
the region.  The UN, government counterparts and NGO 
partners will use the funding to provide urgent assistance to 
tens of thousands of victims of the fighting, including shelter, 
healthcare, clean water, sanitation and food.  Some 13,000 

families who have lost land and farming inputs due to the 
conflict will receive emergency agricultural inputs for the 
production of short-cycle crops in order to feed themselves 
and their communities 
 

In April, CERF has allocated nearly $5 million in emergency 
funding to cover critical, life-saving gaps in for the same 
humanitarian relief efforts in southern Sudan.   
 
A $3 million grant from CERF will allow UNHAS to operate 
in DRC for three months without interruption and while 
additional funding from the donor community is secured.   
 
Kenya 
 
The humanitarian situation in Kenya continues to deteriorate 
because of a combination of factors including poor rains, rising 
food and commodity prices, reduced cereal production,  
livestock diseases and incidents of conflict that have deepened 
food and livelihood insecurity across many parts of the 
country.  Instability and conflict in neighbouring Somalia have 
resulted in an increase in refugees into the country. In addition, 
a recent cholera outbreak has struck six of eight provinces in 
Kenya. 
 
In light of the slow funding response to the revised Emergency 
Humanitarian Response Plan 2009 and the immediate need to 
support populations affected by the cholera outbreak, high 
malnutrition levels, food insecurity and shelter needs for a 
growing number of refugees, humanitarian agencies working in 
the country have prepared an integrated, multi-sectoral 
response targeting life-saving interventions.  
 
In response, CERF has provided $8.6 million to four UN 
agencies (UNHCR, WHO, UNICEF, WFP) and the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) to support 
immediate health, shelter, water/sanitation and food needs of  
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over 500,000 of the most vulnerable affected people.  IOM, 
WHO and UNICEF will team up with government health 
partners and NGOs to stop the spread of cholera.  WFP will 
use CERF funding to provide emergency food aid to those 
affected by reduced production and higher food prices.  A 
CERF grant to UNHCR will allow the organization to assist 
refugees with shelter and essential non-food items. 
 
Madagascar 
 
Drought in southern Madagascar has resulted in alarming 
levels of food insecurity and malnutrition. The region has 
suffered three failed harvests in the past five years, causing the 
local population to exhaust traditional coping mechanisms and 
creating a serious humanitarian situation requiring immediate, 
life-saving support.  
 
The UN Country Team has identified priority sectors, which 
require emergency support under the recently issued flash 
appeal for the crisis. CERF has responded by releasing some 
$6.5 million to five UN humanitarian partners working with 
the government and relief partners in the country.  The 
assistance will support food aid and healthcare programmes 
throughout the region. Support will also be provided to 
improve water and sanitation in schools and health centres. 
Emergency agricultural inputs will be distributed to the worst 
affected communities to kick-start local food production. An 
estimated 200,000 beneficiaries will receive life-saving support 
thanks to financing from CERF. 
 
Nigeria 
 
A deadly meningitis outbreak in Nigeria has prompted fears of 
a major epidemic. In close coordination with Government 
health officials and participating NGOs, WHO has requested 
immediate support from CERF to deal with the outbreak and 
prevent the situation from spiralling out of control.   
 
A $1.3 million CERF grant will allow WHO to fill critical gaps 
in monitoring and immunization activities in affected districts. 
Some 700,000 people will benefit from WHO’s CERF-funded 
project as part of an overall national emergency control 
programme financed from other donors and being 
implemented by the Government, UN and NGO partners. An 
early response will prevent the disease from spreading and save 
lives.  
In March, CERF allocated over $1.2 million for meningitis 
outbreak in Niger and in May, over $1.6 million in response to 
measles outbreak in Burkina Faso.  
 
Pakistan 
 
A recent escalation of the conflict in Pakistan has exacerbated 
humanitarian situation causing a surge of new internally 
displace people (IDPs) and worsening the plight of the 

hundreds of thousands already displaced and living in camps or 
host communities. Humanitarian needs among the displaced 
are acute.  The Government has requested the humanitarian 
community to provide assistance during the relief and recovery 
phases, including food and nutrition assistance, shelter, water, 
sanitation facilities, primary healthcare and education. 
 
In response, the Government of Pakistan together with the 
international humanitarian community launched the Pakistan 
Humanitarian Response Plan in September 2008 and revised it  
in March of this year and again on 22 May to deal with the 
recent deterioration.  The revised Plan seeks over $500 million 
in relief and recovery assistance. 
 
To kick-start the most pressing relief operations for hundreds 
of thousands of the most acutely affected persons displaced by 
the conflict, CERF has disbursed more than $8.3 million in 
emergency funding to eight UN relief agencies operating in the 
country.  
 
The funding will provide immediate food assistance, shelter, 
safe water, and emergency healthcare to displaced persons 
living both inside and outside camps. Education programmes 
for schoolchildren will be provided inside displacement camps 
and in host communities. Logistics and security for 
humanitarian organizations operating in the conflict zone will 
also be supported by CERF funding. 
 
Sri Lanka 
 
Escalated violence between the Sri Lankan Army and the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the second half of 
2008 and early 2009 prompted the international community to 
launch an emergency appeal in support of humanitarian 
requirements in the country.   CERF disbursed over $10 
million for the most urgent requirements under the Sri Lanka 

Common Humanitarian Action Plan in May this year.    
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In response to urgent needs and gaps in assistance identified by 
the UN Country Team, CERF has released an additional $11.3 
million to seven UN relief agencies working in the country. 
The assistance will enable the provision of food aid, safe water, 
sanitation facilities, emergency shelters and healthcare for some 
300,000 IDPs.  Special services will be provided to children, 
including psychosocial support and the provision of safe 
zones. 
 
Sudan 
 
The decision by the Government of Sudan (GoS) to revoke 
the licenses of 13 international NGOs and three national 
NGOs following the issuance of an arrest warrant for 
President Omar al-Bashir by the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) on 4 March has significantly affected humanitarian 
operations in northern Sudan.  The resultant loss of expertise 
left critical gaps that are beyond the capacity of remaining 
NGOs. 
 
The findings of a joint assessment by UN and Sudanese 
government officials conducted in all three Darfur States 
indicate major live-saving gaps in four key sectors assessed: 
food security and livelihoods (food aid component), health and 
nutrition, non-food items (NFIs) and emergency shelter, and 
water and sanitation. While donors have expressed interest in 
providing assistance to meet funding gaps, CERF was called 
upon to to respond to immediate and critical requirements. 
 
As such, CERF released some $12 million in emergency 
funding to five UN agencies working in Darfur to help fund 
projects to reduce gaps left by the expelled NGOs, thus 
mitigating human suffering and destabilizing populations.   
 
WFP will use the funding to feed 1.1 million beneficiaries. 
Over one million people will benefit from UNICEF’s 
emergency health-care, nutritional, safe water and sanitation 
programmes.  UNFPA will cover reproductive health services 
to some 400,000 women.  IOM will use CERF funding to 
assume responsibility for transportation, logistical and 
operational support for the distribution of non-food items and 
shelter material assisting nearly 700,000 persons.  WHO’s 
meningitis control and vaccination programmes will benefit 
some 500,000 directly and control the threat of an outbreak 
providing assistance to meet funding gaps, CERF funding has 
been highlighted has critical to meet the most pressing 
requirements. 
 
Tanzania 
 
In recent months, the food security of millions in Tanzania has 
been threatened by an outbreak of Peste des Petits Ruminants 

 (PPR).  The disease weakens and kills small ruminants (goats 
and sheep), which provide much of the milk and meat protein 
to the local population dependant on pastoralism for their 
livelihoods. The uncontained outbreak and spread of the 
disease to neighbouring countries would be devastating, 
especially at a time of food shortages and high food prices.  
 
CERF has committed $600,000 to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Tanzania.  FAO 
will team up with the Directorate of Veterinary Services (DVS), 
local government authorities, private animal health service 
providers and NGOs to undertake a massive vaccination and 
control programme in the country.   
 
As part of a larger emergency programme being operated by 
FAO, CERF funding will go towards vaccinating nearly six 
million sheep and goats. 

Regional Meetings to Highlight 
Importance of Humanitarian 

Partnerships 
With increasing demands being placed on the international 
humanitarian response system, the effectiveness and timely 
delivery of humanitarian aid remain key factors in ensuring the 
survival of populations affected by disasters.  Additionally, 
there is a continuing need to improve aid coordination at all 
levels, particularly given the presence of new actors.  Enhanced 
cooperation in the fields of disaster preparedness and disaster 
risk reduction is also required. 
 
Over the past several years, OCHA has been engaged in efforts 
to build partnerships with countries not usually involved in 
international aid through the multilateral system.  To date, 
there have been four events  to promote this in Istanbul, Abu 
Dhabi, Seoul and Mexico.  
 
This year, regional partnership meetings will be held in 
Singapore and Brazil. The meeting in Singapore (26 and 27 
August) will primarily include Asian nations, while the event in 
Brazil (2 to 4 September) will seek participation from countries 
of the Latin America and Caribbean region.  
 
These meetings will explore various disaster response and 
international support mechanisms.  Further, it will allow 
participants to discuss the importance of and modalities to 
strengthen inter-agency coordination for disaster preparedness, 
response and recovery at the national, regional and global 
levels. 
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