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Over its 28-year history, the DAFI programme has 
supported more than 18,000 young refugee women 
and men to pursue their undergraduate degrees. 
DAFI remains the longest running and largest 
standalone tertiary scholarship programme for 
refugees and returnees, currently serving students 
in 54 countries. The idea underpinning the DAFI 
programme is simple but powerful: that talented, 
passionate students should be supported to thrive, 
pursue their dreams and become leaders in their 
fields of study and their communities. DAFI scholars 
have done just that and they continue to succeed 
beyond expectation. In 2019, a record number of 
8,347 students were enrolled on DAFI scholarships. 
1,063 of them earned their degrees in 2019, enriching 
and adding value to the academic communities and 
countries that host them and inspiring the thousands 
of young people that follow in their footsteps. 

DAFI has grown rapidly since its inception and 
particularly over the last five years. Throughout this 
time, the programme has redoubled its commitment 
to developing the leadership potential of DAFI 
students. This means listening to the desires and 
aspirations of all students and ensuring that the 
programme evolves and adapts to the changing 
contexts and challenges that students face. 
Recognizing the persistent need for sustainable 
livelihoods for DAFI graduates, the programme 
issued new guidance promoting internships, skills 
development and career readiness. In 2019, 3,262 
students (39%) of the DAFI student body volunteered 
in their communities. 652 students participated in an 
internship after, or as part of their degree programme. 
DAFI country programmes have made greater efforts 
in establishing linkages between refugee students 

and potential employers and in 2019, DAFI scholars 
were hired by international organisations, started 
their own businesses, awarded post-graduate degree 
scholarships, invested countless hours volunteering 
in their communities and earned positions working 
in their fields. DAFI students continue to play an 
important role in meeting the challenge to keep more 
refugee youth enrolled through secondary school, to 
ensure that the transition to higher education and on 
to employment is a possibility for all. 

In 2019, DAFI students represented 45 nationalities. 
40% of all DAFI students were women. DAFI 
programmes in sub-Saharan Africa accounted for 
46% of the total DAFI student body, while those in 
the Middle East and North Africa made up 28%. 
Ethiopia had the largest DAFI programme (12% of 
the programme globally) and Syrian students made 
up the largest country of origin cohort (29% of the 
students globally). 

Student Nationality

Syrian
29%

Afghanistan
14%

South 
Sudan
14%

Somalia
10%

DR of 
Congo
6%

Others
27%

Executive 
Summary

Top countries of study

Ethiopia
1,017

Turkey
873

Jordan
696

Kenya
619

Pakistan
536

The global impact of the DAFI programme was evident 
in a number of international events during 2019. In June, 
the German Federal Foreign Office, DAAD and UNHCR 
co-organised ‘The Other 1%’ international conference 
on refugees in higher education. Held at the Federal 
Foreign Office in Berlin, Germany the event was 
convened by the High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Filippo Grandi, alongside German Minster of Foreign 
Affairs, Heiko Mass. Over 500 participants attended 
sessions aimed at improving the understanding of 
barriers refugees face in accessing higher education 
and expanding higher education opportunities for 
refugees. A central feature of the conference was the 
attendance of a delegation of 20 refugee students who 
provided expert input on panels and presentations. 
The student delegation also conducted a two-day 
workshop prior to the conference that resulted in the 
formation of a global Tertiary Refugee Student Network 
(TRSN) which has since expanded its membership 
to represent hundreds of refugee students in higher 
education, including DAFI Club members from around 
the world. 

In December 2019, the first Global Refugee Forum 
was convened in Geneva marking the largest ever 
refugee-focused global event. Education was one of 
six themes framing the event and two DAFI students 
served as refugee co-sponsors on the Education and 
Solutions themes. Tertiary refugee students were 
well-represented overall with a delegation of refugee 
scholars from DAFI, Connected Learning, third 
country education pathways and TVET programmes 
in attendance. Students spoke on high-level panels, 
at press briefings, spotlight sessions and more. DAFI 

students collaborated with other tertiary students to 
advocate, connect and call for greater investment in 
higher education opportunities for refugees. In doing 
so, they cited better access to employment, the right 
to education, empowerment of women, launch of the 
TRSN, improved social cohesion and host community 
responsibility-sharing among their objectives and 
their achievements. 

Education sessions at the Forum generated 204 
pledges by government, NGO, private sector partners 
and multi-lateral institutions to expand and improve 
education for refugees. The scope of the pledges 
underscore the importance of every stage along 
the education continuum: the promise of tertiary 
education can only be realised if there are sufficient 
well-prepared secondary school graduates to take 
up available higher education opportunities; there 
must be comparable numbers of girls and boys 
completing primary and secondary school to ensure 
that pathways to higher education and to employment 
can be accessed by all; and students with disabilities 
and those with additional protection needs must be 
supported to access education equally.

2019 also saw the release of UNHCR’s education 
strategy, Refugee Education 2030: a strategy for 
refugee inclusion. The ten-year strategy was the 
product of consultation with partners across the 
refugee education sector. For tertiary education, 
the strategy sets a bold target to achieve enrolment 
of 15% of young refugee women and men by the 
year 2030. The road to 15% will require dedicated 
effort, innovation and sustained contributions in the 
form of partnership, expertise, funds and advocacy 
over the next ten years. Important investments will 
need to be made in national education systems 
and institutions to ensure that more refugees can 
access university, college, Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) and online and 
distance learning, including blended learning options, 
in their host countries. Coordination with international 
education and development partners will be central 
to this project. Refugee students will need access 
to more and better secondary education and will 
need to know that the transition to tertiary education 
is worthwhile, resulting in more jobs, greater self-
reliance and corresponding benefits to host countries. 
As part of the 15%, the DAFI scholarship programme 
will serve as a model for other student-centred 
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tertiary scholarship programmes that recognize that 
students are not just a number among the 15%, they 
are an inspiration and the driving force. 

The DAFI programme is committed to supporting 
students to achieve the strong and sustainable 
futures that are possible following higher education. 
In years to come, the DAFI programme is committed 
to working with partners to better understand 
the global impact of higher education on refugee 
students, their communities and the countries that 
host them. The impacts of higher education for 
refugees are felt in terms of academic enrichment, 
learning outcomes, social cohesion gains, financial 
stability, individual confidence, motivation of young 
people, and greater enjoyment of rights. The DAFI 
programme will continue to work in partnership to 
better understand linkages between secondary and 
tertiary education for refugees, to enhance the higher 
education experience and to ease the transition to 
employment following graduation

Global commitment to higher education for refugees 
is growing. The German government, the Saïd, Asfari 
and Hands Up Foundations and UNO Flüchtlingshilfe 
remain committed to the objectives of the DAFI 
programme. Building on that generosity and steadfast 
commitment, the government of Denmark has also 
pledged its support to the DAFI programme. With 
these strong partners, DAFI is poised to continue 
expanding its pioneering student-centred approach 
to higher education for refugees.  
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Escol and 
Everline
KYAMBOGO UNIVERSITY, UGANDA

Escol is a third-year student in Oil and Gas Production 
at Kyambogo University, in Kampala, Uganda, on a 
DAFI Scholarship. Everline is a third-year student in 
Accounting and Finance also at Kyambogo University. 
Escol and Everline are both from South Sudan and 
are friends along with the other nine DAFI students 
who attend Kyambogo University.  

Escol was born in what is today South Sudan, the 
oldest of five children. He fled to Uganda in 2015 
when the war broke out. Having completed his 
secondary education in 2013, Escol, applied for 
university even though he did not have the money 
to actually enroll. His mother gave him what little 
she could afford and a lecturer at university loaned 
him some funds, which he later paid back. Escol 
was accepted into the DAFI programme during the 
second semester of his first year and says, “Being 
accepted into DAFI changed my life; it was a turning 
point for me. I have always found peace in the 
classroom, ever since I was a child. When I’d see 
someone with a book, it would make me feel happy 
and want to be around them, to follow their example. 
Outside of the classroom,” he says, “there are some 
negative attitudes towards refugees. Just because 
of the way I look, people can immediately tell that I 
am Sudanese. And if they know that I am a refugee, 
some people might have a negative perception of 
me, thinking ‘how come a refugee is not in a camp?’ 
or something like that. Some expect refugees to 
be necessarily needy, to always ask for things. This 
makes us feel small. To my countrymen and women 
I would like to say: “please do everything in your 
power to stop the conflict.”

Everline was born in South Sudan. In 2014, war 
broke out again and her family fled to the Morobi 
settlement in Uganda. Everline loved school but her 
family did not support her to continue studying past 
secondary school. Everline says, “I lost hope. But I 
was still determined to be the first girl in my family to 
reach university so I applied for the DAFI scholarship 
and was accepted”. On choosing her major, Everline 
says, “My aunt was an accountant. She inspired me. I 
would go to her office, watch her go through books, 
use the computer, etc. I felt like it was a good job, a 
good career to pursue. I was very good in commerce, 
accounting, and economics. That is why I picked 
Accounting and Finance as my major. My message is 
the following,

PLEASE DO SUPPORT GIRLS’ 
EDUCATION BY ALL MEANS. 
ANY COMMUNITY GROWS 
FROM EDUCATING THEIR 
GIRLS AND WOMEN. WE ARE 
HIGHLY CAPABLE.

UGANDA. Everline (front) and 
Escol (back), refugee students at 

Kyambogo University in Kampala, 
Uganda, on DAFI scholarships.

© UNHCR/ANTOINE TARDY
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DAFI Programme 
Highlights 2019 

In 2019, 8,347 young refugee women and men studied at 925 higher education institutions in 54 countries 
on DAFI scholarships. The DAFI Programme played a leading role in organizing several global events that 
highlighted the importance of tertiary education for refugees. DAFI students were also in the spotlight as they 
sought to drive home the importance of delivering access to tertiary education for 15% of young refugees by 
2030.  Below is a selection of highlights from the past year. 

Developing a Student-led Tertiary 
Refugee Student Network
A group of 20 refugee students from around the 
world formed a global network for refugee students 
in higher education. On the margins of The Other 
1% conference, the students held a workshop that 
brought together the experience and expertise of 
refugee students studying on DAFI scholarships, 
Connected Learning programmes (online and 
distance learning, including blended options), TVET 
and other higher education programmes. Together 
they developed a structure and plan for how tertiary 
refugee students can connect, mobilize, advocate 
and support one another, and contribute to the 
15by30 target.  

Using Higher Education to  
Support Returnees
In 2019, UNHCR opened new DAFI programmes in 
Somalia and Afghanistan to expand the support for 
returnee students1 who would have otherwise missed 

1 A returnee is a person who was of concern to UNHCR when outside his/her country of origin and who remains so, for a limited period 
(usually two years), after returning to the country of origin. The term also applies to internally displaced persons who return to their previous 
place of residence. Returnees are identified as a target group in the DAFI programme Policy & Guidelines.

out on higher education. Programmes in Somalia and 
Afghanistan recognize the need to include eligible 
returnees who encounter the same barriers as other 
DAFI scholars in accessing higher education. In 2019, 
returnee students were enrolled in Afghanistan, with 
enrollments in Somalia planned for 2020.    

Participating in The Other 1% 
International Conference on Higher 
Education for Refugees 
‘The Other 1%’ was an international conference 
focused on higher education for refugees. Convened 
in Berlin, it was hosted jointly by the German Federal 
Foreign Office, the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) and UNHCR. The conference brought 
together a wide range of stakeholders for discussion 
and exploration of how various programmes and 
partnerships can contribute to increasing quality, 
enrolment and financing for refugee youth in higher 
education. 

“In the Global Compact on 
Refugees, we have a practical 
plan rooted in principles and 
values. We have a model for 
international action based 
not on cultivating fear, but on 
offering principled, but feasible, 
solutions.”
Filippo Grandi, 
Opening Statement GRF

Creating Viable Pathways 
from Higher Education to 
Employment through TVET
In 2019, DAFI supported scholarships for students 
to enrol in accredited tertiary level Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) courses in 
20 countries.2 Accredited national TVET programmes 
are often aligned to host country labour market 
needs and can result in a clearer path to employment 
after graduation. In line with the DAFI programme’s 
commitment to support refugee self-reliance and 
sustainable livelihoods, TVET is a strong expansion 
of the programme’s relevance and reach, with 255 
students currently enrolled in accredited TVET 
programmes. 

Participating in the Global  
Refugee Forum
The importance of refugee education was a 
prominent theme in the world’s largest refugee-
focused conference, the Global Refugee Forum. The 
German Federal Foreign Office worked with a task 
team of over 30 partners to ensure there was strong 
representation of higher education and TVET at the 
GRF. DAFI students and graduates, and other refugee 
students supported by different programmes such as 

2 Tertiary education builds on secondary education, providing learning activities in specialised fields of education. It aims at learning at 
a high level of complexity and specialisation. Tertiary education includes what is commonly understood as academic education but also 
includes advanced vocational or professional education. UNESCO Glossary, available at: http://uis.unesco.org/en/glossary

DAAD Leadership for Syria, Kepler and others also 
played a crucial role at the global event. They spoke 
on panels and spotlight sessions, participated in 
high level dialogues and bilateral briefings, and were 
featured at press and media events. During the High-
Level Dialogue on Education, refugee students made 
a passionate and compelling case for improving 
refugee education at all levels and ensuring that the 
pathway from early childhood development through 
primary, secondary and on to tertiary education 
remains accessible to all. 

Broadening the DAFI  
Partnership Base
The German government has been the largest donor 
to the programme since its inception in 1992. In 
recent years, other donors have stepped up to offer 
their support. The Saïd, Asfari, and Hands Up for Syria 
Foundations, along with other private donors, now 
contribute approximately 7% of the total programme 
budget. Coinciding with the Global Refugee Forum, 
the government of Denmark has also provided 
financial support to improve and expand higher 
education for refugees through the DAFI programme 
in 2020. 
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Global Refugee Forum, 
Refugee Co-Sponsors

Hina Shikhani,
REFUGEE CO-SPONSOR 
SOLUTIONS

Originally from Afghanistan, Hina Shikhani is studying 
Business Administration at the University of Peshawar 
on a DAFI scholarship. When not studying, Hina is 
involved in research and awareness raising related to 
education for refugees, and particularly for girls. She 
worked as a researcher with Jigsaw and UNHCR on a 
project entitled “Voices of Refugee Youth–the Impact 
of Education on Refugees”, identifying the challenges 
faced by refugee students in their education journey 
and in seeking solutions. 

Hina is also a community volunteer. She conducts 
informational sessions on the importance of 
education for girls. She is also an advocate for 
young refugees to attend higher education, sharing 

I AM VERY KEEN ON 
CONTINUING AND EXPANDING 
MY HUMANITARIAN WORK 
TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS 
A POSITIVE CHANGE IN THE 
REFUGEE COMMUNITY. 

information about scholarships and helping them to 
navigate application processes.

In 2019, Hina participated in the “The Other 1%” 
international conference on higher education for 
refugees in Berlin, Germany. In Berlin, Hina joined 
other refugee higher education students to form 
the Tertiary Refugee Student Network (TRSN). In 
December 2019, Hina became the official refugee 
co-sponsor for the Global Refugee Forum. In that role, 
Hina contributed to the thematic area on Solutions, 
speaking on high level panels, spotlight sessions and 
the speaker’s corner. “I aspire to inspire other girls to 
believe in themselves, follow their dreams and get an 
education to become self-reliant and lead a better life. 
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Felix Sesay, 
REFUGEE CO-SPONSOR 
EDUCATION

Felix Sesay studies Nursing at St. Karols 
School of Nursing in Accra on a DAFI 
scholarship. Born in Sierra Leone, Felix 
came to Ghana in 2004 and is now 25 
years old. Despite the financial challenges 
his family faced in displacement, Felix 
finished secondary school with high 
marks. He was working as a teaching 
assistant when he applied for and won 
a DAFI scholarship that allowed him to 
continue his higher education. He is now 
in his third year of studies and looks 
forward to obtaining his degree in 2020. 

When not studying, Felix is heavily 
involved in community engagement 
events, sharing his passion and skill 
in the field of medicine. He leads 
health screenings among the refugee 
community, scanning camp residents for 
diseases and advising them on health 
and prevention. Felix also conducts 
workshops focused on eliminating gender 
based violence. Felix is a powerful 
advocate for fellow students and has 
offered trainings on exam preparation 
and scholarship applications.

In December 2019, Felix was an official 
refugee co-sponsor to the first Global 
Refugee Forum on the theme of 
Education. “I want to effect change in 
society”, Felix states. 

MY DREAM IS TO BECOME 
SOMEONE INFLUENTIAL, 
WHO TRANSFORMS 
PEOPLE’S LIVES.
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DAFI 
Programme 
Fundamentals

Launch
The DAFI refugee scholarship programme was 
launched in 1992 by UNHCR and the German 
government. To date, it has supported over 18,000 
young refugee women and men to access accredited 
higher education degree programmes in their first 
country of asylum. The DAFI programme is currently 
being implemented in 54 countries, most of which are 
in the Global South.

Vision
The vision of the DAFI programme is to enable 
young refugees, both women and men, who possess 
a secondary education diploma to pursue higher 
education in their host country. With the qualifications 
they acquire through further study, they can build 
a more secure future for themselves, their families 
and their communities. They will be able to make 
informed life choices and contribute to the peaceful 
development of their host country or country of origin.

Strategic Objectives
The programme is founded on six strategic 
objectives: 

1. Promote self-reliance and pathways to solutions 
resulting from completion of an undergraduate 
qualification.

2. Empower young women and men equally 
to develop knowledge, skills and leadership 

so that they can participate fully in advancing 
social cohesion and the development of their 
communities.

3. Strengthen the protective impact of education 
by encouraging lifelong learning for refugees.

4. Provide role models for refugee children and 
youth by demonstrating the positive impact 
of education on individuals, communities and 
societies.

5. Contribute to post-conflict peacebuilding and 
reconstruction for refugees who return to their 
home countries.

6. Promote social, economic and gender equality.

Approach
Through a competitive selection process at the 
country level, UNHCR awards scholarships to refugee 
youth who meet the DAFI Programme selection 
criteria. UNHCR and partner organizations provide 
monitoring, preparatory courses, language and 
skills classes, and psychosocial support to students 
throughout their studies. Student support activities 
are tailored to individual country conditions. This 
comprehensive support structure helps to maintain 
the programme’s low dropout rate. The programme 
also emphasizes preparation for the post-graduation 
period and transition from education to economic 
inclusion by providing skills training, internships, 
mentoring, and opportunities for volunteering and 
networking. 

Inclusion
In line with UNHCR’s Education Strategy3, the DAFI 
programme aspires for the inclusion of refugee 
students in national education systems. It also 
prioritises refugee enrolment in public higher 
education institutions. Enrolment in public institutions 
enables refugee students to study alongside their 
host country peers and pursue nationally accredited 
degrees. Including refugees in public higher 
education institutions is a way to advocate for more 
resources to strengthen education systems overall. 

Scholarships
DAFI scholarships are designed to ensure that 
sponsored refugee students can learn in safe and 
appropriate conditions, allowing them to focus on 
their studies, build networks and gain the skills 
necessary to achieve self-reliance. DAFI scholarships 
over a wide range of costs, including tuition and fees, 
study materials, food, transport and accommodation. 
Scholars may also benefit from student support 
activities such as leadership development or 
language training depending on the country 
programme.

3  Refugee Education 2030: A Strategy for Refugee Inclusion, available at: https://www.unhcr.org/5d651da88d7.pdf

4  Exceptions may be made in line with the DAFI Programme Policy & Guidelines. 

Selection Criteria
The programme seeks to support socio-economically 
disadvantaged and academically qualified young 
adults who have been granted refugee status in 
their host country or who are deemed to be in need 
of international protection. Each have successfully 
completed upper secondary education; are not 
older than 28 years of age at the start of their 
undergraduate studies4; are proficient in the language 
of instruction; and show a strong commitment to 
giving back to their communities.

Programme Management
UNHCR Education Section, UNHCR Regional Bureaux 
and UNHCR country offices.

Programme Implementation
UNHCR country offices, directly or with partner 
organizations.
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GERMANY. DAFI students attend 
The Other 1% Conference in 

Berlin, June 2019. 

DAFI Programme at a Glance  
2017 2018 2019

6,723 Students

41% Female 

547 Graduated 

2,582 Newly admitted

6,866 Students 

41% Female 

787 Graduated 

1,134 Newly admitted

8,347 Students

40% Female

1,063 Graduated

2,656 Newly admitted

50 countries of study 51 countries of study 54 Countries of Study

Top 5 countries of study 

Ethiopia

Turkey

Pakistan

Uganda

Jordan

818

729

721

490

438

Top 5 countries of study 

Ethiopia

Turkey

Uganda

Kenya

Jordan

834

830

728

469

436

Top 5 countries of study 

Turkey

Ethiopia

Kenya

Pakistan

Jordan

1,017

873

696

619

536

Top 5 countries of origin

Afghanistan

Syrian Arab Republic

South Sudan

Sudan

Somalia

2,528

942

667

475

404

Top 5 countries of origin 

Afghanistan

Syrian Arab Republic

Somalia

Democratic Republic of Congo

South Sudan

2,438

935

801

660

355

Top 5 countries of origin 

Afghanistan

Syrian Arab Republic

Somalia

Democratic Republic of Congo

South Sudan

2,425

1,193

1,130

817

504

Top 5 fields of study 

Social & Behavioural Science

Commercial & Business Administration

Medical Science & Health Related

Education Science and Teacher Training

Engineering

1,271

1,217

962

780

542

Top 5 fields of study 

Commercial & Business Administration

Medical Science & Health Related

Social & Behavioural Science

Education Science and Teacher Training

Engineering

1,347

1,179

951

734

484

Top 5 fields of study 

Commercial & Business Administration

Medical Science & Health Related

Engineering

Mathematics & Computer Science

Social & Behavioural Science

1,704

1,498

1,141

1,006

679
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UGANDA. DAFI Club 
student leadership with 
university administration 
staff, Bugema University
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Timeline of UNHCR Higher 
Education Activities Around 
the World in 2019

• 5,674 DAFI students continue their 
education from the previous year.

• UNHCR co-hosts the 1st bi-annual 
Connected Learning in Crisis 
Consortium (CLCC) meeting of 2019 
in Kigali at the Kepler Campus and 
UNHCR Education Section (tertiary) 
mission to Rwanda.

• High-Level Meeting between DAAD 
Secretary General Dorothea Rueland 
and UNHCR Division of Resilience 
and Solutions Director Daniel Endres.

January

• UNHCR Education 
Section (tertiary) 
mission to Iraq. 

• UNHCR Education Section 
participates in UNESCO’s 
Mobile Learning Week 
2019 and Kolibri Design 
Sprint in Paris, France.

• UNHCR Education Section (tertiary) mission to 
Jordan.

• UNHCR Education Section participates 
in HOPES (Higher and Further Education 
Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians) 
conference on ‘Higher Education and the 
Syria Crisis: What’s Next?’ in Amman, Jordan.

• UNHCR Education Section 
(tertiary) mission to Burundi 
and Tanzania.

• The international expert conference 
“The Other 1%” on higher education for 
refugees takes place in Berlin, hosted 
by the German Federal Foreign Office, 
the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) and UNHCR.

• Refugee students form the Tertiary 
Refugee Student Network (TRSN).

• UNHCR co-hosts the 2nd bi-
annual CLCC meeting of 2019 in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

• UNHCR joins the Strategic Advisory 
Group for the UNESCO Qualification 
Passport (UQP). 

June

May

April

March

February

• Annual Consultations 
with NGOs held in 
Geneva including a 
session presented 
by the UNHCR 
tertiary education 
team titled, 
Education: Building 
Bridges to Inclusion 
& Quality.

• Tertiary Education Task Team 
begins meeting in preparation for 
the Global Refugee Forum.

• Joint UNHCR-UNESCO scoping 
mission in preparation for roll out of 
the UNESCO Qualifications Passport 
for Refugees and Vulnerable 
Migrants (UQP) in Zambia.

• 2,656 new students are 
awarded DAFI scholarships 
and accepted to university.

• DAFI Annual Consultations 
held in Geneva, Switzerland

• UNHCR Education Section 
(tertiary) mission to Ghana.

• UNHCR Education Section 
(tertiary) mission to Zambia.

• UNESCO General Conference, 
including launch of the UQP and 
adoption of the Global Convention 
on the Recognition of Qualifications 
concerning Higher Education.

• UNHCR conducts Regional Education 
and Livelihoods & Economic Inclusion 
Workshop in Dakar. 

• UNHCR participated in Spark’s 
IGNITE Expert Briefing “Pathway to 
Prospects” in Amsterdam.

• Conference on Third Country Higher 
Education Pathways organized by 
UNHCR, World University Service of 
Canada (WUSC) and UNESCO at the 
UNESCO HQ in Paris.

• Global Academic and Interdisciplinary 
Network workshop in Geneva.

• 1,063 students graduated from 
higher education institutions.

• UNHCR, the Jordanian Ministry of 
Higher Education and Scientific 
Research, and a CLCC-led team 
of technical experts convene 
‘Instructional Design for E-Learning’ 
training course in Jordan.

• The first Global Refugee Forum 
takes place from 16-18th December 
in Geneva, Switzerland. A 
delegation of refugee students, 
including DAFI students and 
graduates, attended and 
contributed as speakers.

• UNHCR Education Section 
(tertiary) mission to Lebanon.

• UNHCR Education Section and 
Livelihoods Unit joint workshop 
in Entebbe, Uganda to develop 
and expand technical expertise 
for transition to employment 
after higher education. 

• With UNITAR, FinnChurch 
Aid and Omnia, UNHCR 
Education Section jointly hosts 
a round table on Technical 
and Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) in Finland. 

July

October

August

September

November

December
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Ethiopia

Turkey

Jordan

Kenya

Pakistan

Uganda

Egypt

Islamic Republic of Iran

Lebanon

Iraq

Rwanda

Cameroon

Algeria

Chad

Mauritania

Sudan

Burundi

Yemen

United Republic of Tanzania

Ghana

Morocco

South Africa

South Sudan

Somalia

India

Zambia

Senegal

Malawi

Ecuador

Guinea

Afghanistan

Nigeria

Niger

Liberia

Mexico

Tajikistan

Bangladesh

Mozambique

Zimbabwe

Mali

Syrian Arab Republic

Russian Federation

Côte D'Ivoire

Azerbaijan

Benin

Burkina Faso

Togo

Gambia

Guinea-Bissau

Ukraine

Kyrgyzstan

Eritrea

Botswana

Namibia

500+100-50050-10011-500-10

1.017 | 177 

873 | 368 

696 | 412 

619 | 165 

536 | 90 

515 | 173 

499 | 253 

478 | 307 

303 | 180 

275 | 160 

180 | 53 

174 | 58 

171 | 106 

155 | 32 
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15 | 6 

15 | 6 

13 | 6 

13 | 6 

10 | 5 

5 | 4 

3

2 | 1 

1

Country of Study 2019 Budget

Budget Average 
Cost

Ethiopia 545.311 536 

Turkey 2.152.458 2.466 

Jordan 5.490.990 7.889 

Kenya 1.930.056 3.118 

Pakistan 500.713 934 

Uganda 1.141.241 2.216 

Egypt 915.819 1.835 

Islamic Republic of Iran 365.892 765 

Lebanon 1.343.114 4.433 

Republic of Iraq 1.576.481 5.733 

Rwanda 363.509 2.019 

Cameroon 417.848 2.401 

Algeria 191.133 1.118 

Chad 497.359 3.014 

Mauritania 303.084 1.955 

Sudan 109.696 795 

Burundi 212.553 1.674 

Yemen 465.735 3.881 

Tanzania 296.843 2.939 

Ghana 322.532 3.325 

Morocco 265.376 2.736 

South Africa 625.094 6.869 

South Sudan 424.853 4.721 

Somalia 127.500 1.700 

India 60.460 975 

Zambia 190.238 3.280 

Senegal 164.213 3.220 

Malawi 134.538 2.691 

Ecuador 109.198 2.427 

Guinea Conakry 43.311 1.007 

Afghanistan 84.000 2.100 

Nigeria 48.806 1.525 

Niger 192.640 6.214 

Liberia 58.850 2.102 

Mexico 26.395 943 

Tajikistan 33.392 1.284 

Bangladesh 46.019 1.841 

Mozambique 116.986 4.874 

Zimbabwe 140.100 5.838 

Mali 101.219 4.601 

Syria 89.317 4.466 

Russian Federation 42.500 2.237 

Cote D’Ivoire 79.427 4.413 

Azerbaijan 55.613 3.271 

Benin 28.955 1.930 

Burkina Faso 46.477 3.098 

Togo 16.718 1.115 

Gambia 36.415 2.801 

Guinea Bissau 33.149 2.550 

Ukraine 60.870 6.087 

Kyrgyzstan 7.478 1.496 

Eritrea 7.470 2.490 

Botswana 4.730 2.365 

Namibia 320 320 

Total 22.644.990 2.713 
DAFI Students Worldwide  
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In 2019, a record 8,347 students participated in the 
DAFI programme in 54 countries around the world. 
46% of DAFI students were living and studying in 
countries located in sub-Saharan Africa. With a total 
of 3,847 students on scholarship throughout Africa, 
the DAFI programme remains a visible and motivating 
force for refugee students to complete secondary 
education and pursue their dreams of higher learning. 
The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region 

hosted 28% of all DAFI students, with 2,336 young 
people studying across nine countries. In Asia and 
the Pacific, 1,172 students made up 14% of the total 
DAFI student body. While in Europe, four countries 
enrolled 919 students, or 11% of the global total. In 
addition to the existing programme in Ecuador, the 
Americas region opened a new DAFI programme in 
Mexico. Together they hosted 73 individuals or 1% of 
DAFI students worldwide. 

Regional  
Summary

Regional breakdown
28% 
Middle East & 
Northern Africa

10.641.049 budget
4.555 average cost

46% 
Sub-Saharan Africa

8.458.954 budget
2.199 average cost

14%  
Asia & The Pacific

1.097.954 budget
937 average cost

11% 
Europe & Eurasia

2.311.441 budget
2.515 average cost

Total 

22.644.990 budget
2.713 average cost

1% 
The Americas

135.593 budget
1.857 average cost

MIDDLE EAST & 
NORTHERN AFRICA

28% students supported

4.555 average cost

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

46% students supported

$ 2.199 average cost

ASIA & THE PACIFIC

14% students supported

$ 937 average cost

3.847 
students in 

2019

30%

70%

1.172 
students in 

2019

60%

2.336 
students in 

2019

53%

47%

EUROPE & EURASIA

11% students supported

$ 2.515 average cost

THE AMERICAS

1% students supported

$ 1.857 average cost

TOTAL

$ 22.644.990 budget

$ 2.713 average cost

73 
students in 

2019

63%

37%

919 
students in 

2019

43%

57%

8.347 
students in 

2019

40%

60%

30%

Sub-Saharan Africa
By the middle of the 2019, sub-Saharan Africa was 
hosting 6.2 million refugees, mostly in the East and 
Horn (4.2 million) and Central Africa and the Great 
Lakes regions (1.5 million). In 2019, Ethiopia was home 
to the largest DAFI programme worldwide with 1,017 
students, up from 830 the previous year. Ethiopia 
has one of the lowest average scholarship costs 
across DAFI programme countries. That, coupled 
with the strong capacity of the partner organisation 
to absorb additional students, allowed Ethiopia to 
grow its programme significantly during 2019. Kenya 
and Uganda have the next largest programmes with 
619 and 515 students, respectively. Both Kenya and 
Uganda posted slightly higher student numbers than 

in 2018 but with more expensive average cost, the 
two countries were allocated more modest numbers 
of new enrolments for 2019. Men far outnumbered 
women in the DAFI programmes across sub-Saharan 
Africa at 70% versus 30%. This is largely due to the 
fact that men apply in larger numbers than women 
across the Africa country programmes. It is also the 
result of mid-year admission of students who had 
been placed on waiting lists in the various countries, 
the majority of whom were also men from the initial 
selection process. Within sub-Saharan Africa these 
programmes utilized 37% of the total DAFI budget and 
provided access to higher education for 46% of all 
DAFI students. 
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DAFI Programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa
Country  
of Study

Female Male Total

Number % Number % Number %

Ethiopia 177 17% 840 83% 1.017 26,4%

Kenya 165 27% 454 73% 619 16,1%

Uganda 173 34% 342 66% 515 13,4%

Rwanda 53 29% 127 71% 180 4,7%

Cameroon 58 33% 116 67% 174 4,5%

Chad 64 39% 101 61% 165 4,3%

Sudan 79 57% 59 43% 138 3,6%

Burundi 40 31% 87 69% 127 3,3%

Tanzania 24 24% 77 76% 101 2,6%

Ghana 44 45% 53 55% 97 2,5%

South Africa 37 41% 54 59% 91 2,4%

South Sudan 24 27% 66 73% 90 2,3%

Somalia 33 44% 42 56% 75 1,9%

Zambia 31 53% 27 47% 58 1,5%

Senegal 20 39% 31 61% 51 1,3%

Malawi 20 40% 30 60% 50 1,3%

Guinea Conakry 11 26% 32 74% 43 1,1%

Nigeria 12 38% 20 63% 32 0,8%

Niger 11 35% 20 65% 31 0,8%

Liberia 10 36% 18 64% 28 0,7%

Mozambique 13 54% 11 46% 24 0,6%

Zimbabwe 8 33% 16 67% 24 0,6%

Mali 16 73% 6 27% 22 0,6%

Cote D’Ivoire 10 56% 8 44% 18 0,5%

Benin 8 53% 7 47% 15 0,4%

Burkina Faso 6 40% 9 60% 15 0,4%

Togo 6 40% 9 60% 15 0,4%

Gambia 6 46% 7 54% 13 0,3%

Guinea Bissau 6 46% 7 54% 13 0,3%

Eritrea 0 0% 3 100% 3 0,1%

Botswana 1 50% 1 50% 2 0,1%

Namibia 0 0% 1 100% 1 0,0%

Total 1.166 30% 2.681 70% 3.847 100%

easy. It was hard to get here and eventually it will be 
hard to get out! But it will be worth it. 

I feel so excited to be here. It feels good to mingle 
and to be exposed to new people and ideas. 

I HAVE SO MANY FRIENDS HERE. 
WE SHARE OUR STORIES, OUR 
EXPERIENCES. I AM ACQUIRING 
A LOT OF KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXPERIENCE. ONE DAY I WILL TAKE 
IT BACK HOME AND GIVE IT BACK 
TO THE COMMUNITY.

Esther
MAKERERE UNIVERSITY, UGANDA

Esther is a third-year student from South Sudan 
studying Commerce at Makerere University in 
Kampala, Uganda. “I don’t know what my life would 
be like without the scholarship. I come from a very 
humble family. My parents are uneducated, and I 
am the only girl from my village who has reached 
university. For all I know, I could have been forced 
into marriage by now. DAFI has turned my life around, 
socially and academically.

Studying at Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda 
was like a dream for me. I worked hard to get here, 
but at the beginning I was completely lost. There 
was no one to mentor or guide me. It affected my 
performance at first. This is not the standard I am 
used to, having been an A-student since primary 
school. Makerere is tough and graduating will not be 
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Middle East and  
North Africa

DAFI Programmes in MENA
Country  
of Study

Female Male Total

Number % Number % Number %

Jordan 412 59% 284 41% 696 29,8%

Egypt 253 51% 246 49% 499 21,4%

Lebanon 180 59% 123 41% 303 13,0%

Republic of Iraq 160 58% 115 42% 275 11,8%

Algeria 106 62% 65 38% 171 7,3%

Mauritania 32 21% 123 79% 155 6,6%

Yemen 61 51% 59 49% 120 5,1%

Morocco 35 36% 62 64% 97 4,2%

Syria 6 30% 14 70% 20 0,9%

Total 1.245 53% 1.091 47% 2.336 100%

Instability in the MENA region continued to impact 
patterns of displacement and DAFI country 
programmes. The conflict in Syria, now in its ninth 
year, resulted in 7,500 new refugees registered in 
Algeria, 4,200 in Iraq, 3,300 in Jordan and 2,000 
in Egypt.5 Overall, programmes in the MENA region 
accounted for 28% of the global DAFI student body 
and Syrian students continue to be the largest 
country of origin cohort within the DAFI programme. 
The largest DAFI country programmes in MENA 
were Jordan, Egypt and Lebanon. Jordan has one 
of the highest average scholarship costs within the 
DAFI programme and so allocation of fewer new 

5  UNHCR Mid-Year Trends, 2019.  

scholarships in 2019 resulted in a slight decrease in 
the country programme from 728 in 2018 to 696 in 
2019. Egypt’s cost effective scholarship programme 
allowed the total number of DAFI students in Egypt 
to increase from 370 in 2018 to 499 in 2019. Women 
outnumbered men by 6% across DAFI programmes 
in MENA with a regional average of 53% women. The 
programmes in MENA were generally more costly 
than programmes in other regions, with an average 
scholarship cost of USD 4,555 resulting from high 
costs of living and comparatively high tuition fees in 
several countries. The MENA region accounted for 
47% of the global budget. 

Walaa
LEBANESE UNIVERSITY, LEBANON

Married with two children, Walaa has been in Lebanon 
since 2014. She is a graduate in Arabic Literature from 
Lebanese University. “My parents are still in Syria,” 
she says, “they are not safe there. Before coming to 
Lebanon, I had been out of school for ten years after 
my baccalaureate. I was teaching myself and reading 
independently. I believe my time is best used when I 
educate myself. I first applied for DAFI three years ago. 
I had been saving money and the first year I paid for 
university by myself. It was very difficult, taking care of 
our children and covering the living expenses. Money 
was constantly on my mind. It was very stressful. 
Halfway through the year, I almost gave up. But I didn’t 
and finally I was accepted into the DAFI programme.

I then got my motivation back. I got my head back 
into the game. I believe that a university degree will 
empower me and give me the opportunity to get a 
better job. My husband and my relatives are very 
supportive of me studying. My husband always tells 
me how important it is for me, for our children and our 
society that I keep on with my studies. For him it is not 
even negotiable, it is like a red line! He tells me that if 

I am educated, I can be more independent and have 
more means to support our family.

I go to campus three times a week, one and half 
hours away by bus. Life on campus is like a dream 
come true. Studying there makes me feel totally alive 
and it has a spill over effect on all aspects of my 
life, as well as on my personality. Before that, I was 
gradually losing confidence. Now I am more cheerful, 
more sure of myself and I feel like I am contributing 
more to our society. 

Outside of school I volunteer, helping children with 
their homework. It is one of the most important things 
I have done and there are benefits both ways: it gives 
me experience, especially how to teach children and 
how to help children who are really in need. It is my 
way of giving back to the community.

DAFI encourages me to always do more. I feel like I 
am part of a family and I want to be an active member 
of that family, and I want to give some of it back. 

I have both Lebanese and Syrian friends. There 
is no issue in terms of coexistence, as far as I am 
concerned. Despite some level of discrimination, I do 
not feel like a stranger in a foreign country. Lebanon, 
along with DAFI, has offered me the opportunity to 
continue my studies and fulfil my dreams. I am very 
thankful for all the support I have received. It has 
made a crucial difference for me.”
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Asia and the Pacific

DAFI Programmes in Asia and the Pacific
Country  
of Study

Female Male Total

Number % Number % Number %

Pakistan 90 17% 446 83% 536 45,7%

Islamic Republic of Iran 307 64% 171 36% 478 40,8%

India 26 42% 36 58% 62 5,3%

Afghanistan 20 50% 20 50% 40 3,4%

Tajikistan 12 46% 14 54% 26 2,2%

Bangladesh 4 16% 21 84% 25 2,1%

Kyrgyzstan 4 80% 1 20% 5 0,4%

Total 463 40% 709 60% 1.172 100%

The Asia and the Pacific region is host to two 
significant refugee populations: approximately 2.7 
million Afghan refugees have sought protection, 
mostly in Pakistan and Iran; and more than 1.2 million 
refugees from Myanmar have gained refuge in 
Bangladesh, Thailand, Malaysia and India. Women 

represented only 40% of DAFI students across 
DAFI programmes in Asia. The Asia Pacific country 
programmes have the lowest average scholarship 
cost worldwide at USD 937. The seven Asia-Pacific 
country programmes account for 14% of all DAFI 
students therefore, but only 5% of the global budget.

Europe
By mid-2019, Turkey was hosting 3.6 million refugees, 
while the rest of Europe hosted 2.9 million more 
individuals, including roughly 1 million refugees in 
Germany. Refugees throughout Europe originate 
from a wide variety of countries, though in recent 
years many continue to arrive from Syria. A number 
of higher education access programmes exist for 
refugees in Europe, therefore the DAFI programme 
has prioritised other regions where opportunities 
for refugees to access higher education are more 

limited. The exception is clearly Turkey where 
demand for higher education among the large 
refugee population is high, robust higher education 
institutions are plentiful and a strong DAFI partner 
supports a cohort of 873 students, or 95% of all DAFI 
students in Europe. DAFI programme countries in the 
Europe region had mostly even numbers of women 
and men participating, aside from Turkey where men 
outnumbered women. Programmes in Europe made 
up 11% of DAFI students worldwide. 

DAFI Programmes in Europe
Country  
of Study

Female Male Total

Number % Number % Number %

Turkey 368 42% 505 58% 873 95,0%

Russian Federation 9 47% 10 53% 19 2,1%

Azerbaijan 9 53% 8 47% 17 1,8%

Ukraine 5 50% 5 50% 10 1,1%

Total 391 43% 528 57% 919 100%

The Americas
Countries in the Americas host 3% of the world’s total 
refugees. In 2019, Mexico was one of two countries 
to initiate a new DAFI programme. Mexico’s refugee 
population is comprised mainly of individuals from 
other Central American countries while Ecuador 
is host to majority Columbian and Venezuelan 
refugees, following an influx of Venezuelans in 2018. 

Both Ecuador and Mexico display similar female to 
male student ratios, with women outnumbering men 
roughly 60% to 40%. The average annual scholarship 
cost was USD 1,857, with Ecuador bringing the 
average cost up due to the high cost of living and 
high tuition rates at private universities. 

DAFI Programmes in the Americas 
Country  
of Study

Female Male Total

Number % Number % Number %

Ecuador 29 64% 16 36% 45 62%

Mexico 17 61% 11 39% 28 38%

Total 46 125% 27 75% 73 100%
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Academic  
Performance 

The barriers that refugees face in accessing higher 
education did not stop DAFI scholars from excelling 
in their chosen disciplines. At the end of 2019, 4,154 
DAFI scholars successfully passed their exams and 
were promoted to the next academic year. A further 
1,063 students graduated and celebrated their 
individual achievements in graduation ceremonies 
across DAFI programme countries.

Throughout their studies, DAFI scholars receive 
individualised support to address previous educational 
disadvantages and challenges as they arise. This 
may mean extra language support to be able to 
study in the language of instruction, or psychological 
support to deal with stress or trauma. It may also mean 
academic tutoring, career guidance or protection 
services in the case of emergency or family crisis. 

Peers and campus support structures are especially 
important in easing the transition into university life 
where students have missed years of schooling. 
DAFI scholars often help each other to overcome 
challenges and succeed in their studies. In many 
country programmes, students run peer-to-peer study 
groups as part of DAFI club activities. Depending on 
students’ needs, country programmes offer bridging 
courses, information and communications technology 
(ICT) training, academic tutoring and other educational 
support. Further, DAFI scholars have access to medical 
care and counselling to support them to thrive. The 
comprehensive student support structure contributed 
to a high retention rate. Only one % of DAFI students 
having to repeat an academic year, and only two % 
dropped out of the programme.

Academic Status  

49,8%  
Promoted
41%  

31,8%  
Newly Admitted
37%  

12,7%  
Graduate
43%  

2,8%  
Discontinuation 
for cause
36%  

1,9% 
Drop Out

(Resettled, 
Third Country Scholarships,  

 Medical Reasons, 
Other reasons,

Repatriation)

1% 
Repeat Year

34%  
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Fields  
of Study 

In 2019, DAFI students were earning their degrees 
alongside host community students at 925 higher 
education institutions across the 54 country 
programmes. DAFI scholars are free to pursue their 
chosen field of study—the programme does not 
impose limitations as to certain academic areas or 
sectors. That said, the largest share of students, 
amounting to just over 20%, chose to study medical 
science and health related fields in 2019. DAFI 
students are passionate about their studies and 
their chosen fields. A WhatsApp message from one 
current student to a new DAFI scholar, both studying 
medicine read, “Welcome to the DAFI family from a 
fellow student in the noble health profession!” Many 
DAFI health and medical science students take their 
knowledge out of the classroom, providing health 

screenings, disease prevention and other well-
being services in under-served refugee and host 
communities. 

Medicine was followed closely by the 18% of DAFI 
students who took Commercial and Business 
Administration programmes. Social and Behavioural 
Sciences and Engineering had 14 and 12% 
respectively. Women and men were equally likely 
to study medicine and health whereas business 
administration, social sciences and engineering were 
more popular among men. Fine and Applied Arts 
were more popular with women students, whereas 
men participated in Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery 
more frequently than women. The least popular fields 
in 2019 were Transport, Service and Trade related 
fields, each with less than 1% of all students. 

Fields of Study

ENGINEERING

1.006 students          (12,05%)

HUMANITIES

327 students               (3,92%)

MASS COMMUNICATION 
& DOCUMENTATION

127 students                (1,52%)

ARCHITECTURE AND 
TOWN/CITY PLANNING

105 students (1,26%) 

HOME ECONOMICS 
(DOMESTIC SCIENCE)

88 students               (1,05%)

TRANSPORT & 
COMMUNICATION

24 students                (0,29%)

OTHER

45 students                (0,54%) 

SOCIAL &  
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE

1.141 students         (13,67%) 

NATURAL SCIENCE

415 students            (4,97%) 

COMMERCIAL & BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

1.498 students         (17,95%) 

EDUCATION SCIENCE & 
TEACHER TRAINING

524 students             (6,28%)

FINE & APPLIED ARTS

177 students  (2,12%)

TRADE CRAFT & 
INDUSTRIAL PROGRAMMES

9 students    (0,11%)

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY 
AND FISHERY

152 students           (1,82%) 

TOTAL

MEDICAL SCIENCE & 
HEALTH RELATED

1.704 students           (20,41%)

MATHEMATICS & 
COMPUTER SCIENCE

679 students (8,13%)

LAW

305 students (3,65%)

SERVICE TRADES

21 students                (0,25%) 

44%

60%

40%

64%

36%

55%

45%

30%

70%

38%

62%

47%

53%

80%

20%

60%

40%

74%

26%

50%

50%

66%

34%

51%

49%

54%

46%

76%

24%

55%

45%

60%

40%

71%

29%

65%

35%

56%

8.347 
students
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Dawood
6TH OCTOBER UNIVERSITY, 
EGYPT

Born in what is now South Sudan, Dawood 
Mayom is a DAFI graduate from the 
Faculty of Economics at 6th October 
University in Cairo. 

Dawood is the youngest of seven siblings. 
His mother was desperate to protect 
them after the outbreak of the second 
Sudanese civil war and the killing of 
their father. In the early 1990s, the family 
made it to Jabarona Camp for internally 
displaced people near the Sudanese 
Capital of Khartoum, where they stayed 
for nearly eight years. Years later, Dawood 
was forced to flee Sudan and seek safety 
in Egypt, rendering him twice-displaced.

In 2012, UNHCR announced a call for 
applications to its higher education 
scholarship programme, the Albert 
Einstein German Academic Refugee 
Initiative (DAFI). For Dawood, this was 
the opportunity he was looking for and 
applied to pursue a full-time bachelor’s 
degree in economics. Following a series 
of interviews, Dawood was one of the 
seven refugees who were awarded the 
scholarship.

In 2016, Dawood graduated from the 
Faculty of Economics at 6th October 
University in 2016 with high honours.

His academic performance and record of 
volunteering later enabled him to become 
a recipient of a master’s degree fellowship 
at the American University in Cairo (AUC), 
where he currently studies Public Policy 
at American University in Cairo in 2018 
where he is currently studying Pulic Policy.
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Management and 
Implementation 

The Education Section at UNHCR headquarters in 
Copenhagen, Denmark is responsible for global 
oversight and management of the DAFI programme. 
The Education Section is part of the Division of 
Resilience and Solutions (DRS), which is dedicated 
to realising long-term, durable solutions for refugees 
– of which education is a crucial part. Within the 
Division, the Education Section works closely with the 
Livelihoods and Economic Inclusion Unit with a joint 
commitment to translating education opportunities to 
self-reliance and livelihoods outcomes. 

The DAFI management structure capitalises on 
oversight and budget management from the 
Education at UNHCR headquarters in Copenhagen 
coupled with individual country programmes that 
reflect the contours of higher education in host 
countries. The DAFI Policy and Guidelines are the 
foundation for programme planning, implementation 
and accountability. Now in its ninth version, the 
policy and guidelines are consistently undated to 
reflect the changes and conditions that impact the 
student experience. The policy and guidelines situate 
the objectives of the DAFI scholarship programme 
within the UNHCR programme management cycle 
and obligations to accountability, transparency and 
periodic reporting. The DAFI programme strives to 
be responsive to the changing needs of students 
and academic communities and is committed to 
innovation in addressing challenges. 

Effective communication between the Education 
Section and country offices is crucial to the timely, 
quality implementation of the DAFI programme at 
country level. The headquarters’ team supports 

country programmes with planning and annual 
budget allocation, distribution of new scholarships 
across countries and population groups, financial and 
operational monitoring, reporting, technical support 
and advocacy. At the country level, a designated DAFI 
focal person manages the programme, either directly 
or in close collaboration with a partner organization. 
DAFI focal persons communicate with and coordinate 
multi-functional teams in UNHCR offices, collaborating 
with a variety of partners including national and local 
government, national education stakeholders, higher 
education institutions and refugee communities. 

UNHCR offices determine whether to engage a 
partner organization for programme implementation 
depending on the number of scholars, the size of 
the operation and the available capacity of potential 
partners. Partnerships with local organization are 
a valuable way to strengthen and link national 
education stakeholders and to ensure quality, 
context-appropriate support for students. In 2019, 
28 partners supported UNHCR to implement DAFI 
programmes at country level. UNHCR and partner 
staff have access to the newly created DAFI 
Programme Portal, which went live in 2019. The portal 
contains an online repository for tools and templates 
used in DAFI programme management, as well as 
sharing of good practices and global education 
updates. Webinars on DAFI programme management, 
planning and budgeting were posted to the Portal, for 
access by UNHCR staff and partners alike.

Funding and  
Work with Partners 

The DAFI programme is committed to a coordinated 
multi-partner approach to capitalise on the diversity 
of expertise, networks and partnerships necessary to 
overcome barriers to higher education for refugees. 
Country programmes strive to continuously expand 
the network of local, regional and global partners 
promoting inclusion of refugees in national education 
systems and creating enabling protection and 
learning environments. Important partners include 
German embassies and cultural centres, universities, 
technical and vocational schools, national Ministries 

of Education, secondary schools, community groups, 
teachers, the private sector, non-governmental 
organization and other UN agencies.

The German government is the primary funder of 
the DAFI programme, having shown unwavering 
commitment to educating refugees through the DAFI 
programme since 1992. The German government 
demonstrates leadership in the field, inspiring 
additional private and state contributors to co-sponsor 
the DAFI programme. Private sector partnerships have 
been instrumental in growing the DAFI programme. 
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Contributions 2019 

77,7%  
German Government

4,1%  
Asfari/Hands Up/ Said

0,5%  
Said Foundation

1,5%  
UNO Fluechtlingshilfe

0,8%  
Other Private Donors

15,4%  
UNHCR Funding

2019  
Total budget

In addition to support from the German government, 
strong partnerships with the private sectors have 
become increasingly important to the expansion of the 
DAFI programme. In addition to increased funding at 
the global level, private sector partnerships provide 
internships, skills trainings, mentoring, employment 
and traineeship opportunities for DAFI students and 
alumni. These partnerships play a crucial role in 
strengthening higher education systems, increasing 
national capacity and resources and supporting 
innovative education initiatives and advocacy work 
tied to Sustainable Development Goal 4. 

UNHCR serves in an advisory role for other actors 
working in the refugee higher education space, 
providing information on protection considerations, 
outreach and selection criteria. Guidance is provided 
online at help.unhcr.org and through webinars and 
individual consultations with prospective scholarship 
providers. 

In 2019, the DAFI Programme received financial 
contributions from the German Government and 
private donors. The total budget in 2019 was USD 
22.644.990

• The German Government contributed 78% of the 
programme budget through its Federal Foreign 
Office (USD 17,588,953).

• Since 2014, The Saïd Foundation, has been 
supporting Syrian refugee students to access 
higher education in Lebanon and Jordan. In 2019, 
it contributed USD 116,822, representing 0.5% of 
the total programme budget.

• Since 2016, a tripartite agreement between three 
UK based foundations, Asfari, Hands UP and 
Saïd, has been supporting students in Lebanon 
and Jordan. Together, they contributed a total of 
USD 923,968 in 2019 representing 4% of the total 
programme budget to support Syrian refugees in 
Higher Education.

• UNO Flüchtlingshilfe contributed USD 329,670 
representing 1.5%

• Other private donors contributed USD 191,461 
representing almost 1%

• UNHCR funding in the amount of USD 3,494,116 
representing 15%

Core funding  
partners
German Federal Foreign Office—having established 
the DAFI programme in 1992, the Federal Foreign 
Office (FFO) remains the principle donor to the 
DAFI programme. The FFO promotes international 
exchange and offers protection and assistance to 
Germans abroad. With a network of around 230 
missions, the Federal Foreign Office maintains 
Germany’s relations with other countries as well 
as with international organization. In this area, the 
Federal Foreign Office works closely with partners 
from civil society, including business associations, 
unions, humanitarian and human rights organization.

Saïd Foundation—established in 1982, the Saïd 
Foundation seeks to improve the life chances of 
children and young people by providing them with 
opportunities to receive good education and care, 
with a particular focus on Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, 
Jordan and the United Kingdom. The Foundation 
aims to create a lasting legacy by enabling young 
people to fulfil their potential, whether by achieving 
positions of leadership in their future professional 
fields or by overcoming disadvantages such as 
disability, through opportunities for learning, skills 
development and community-based care that will 
have a beneficial impact on their own lives and on the 
wider community.

Asfari Foundation—founded by Ayman and Sawsan 
Asfari, the Asfari Foundation’s mission it is to equip 
and support young people from Syria, Palestine, 
Lebanon and the UK, along with organization that 

work with them, to become well-educated, productive 
and engaged citizens working for the common good 
of their communities and countries. The Foundation’s 
work focuses on helping young people gain a good 
education and make a successful transition to a 
productive, engaged adulthood; encouraging the 
development of strong and resilient civil societies that 
work for the common good; and supporting young 
people affected by emergencies, largely focused on 
the Syria crisis. 

Hands Up Foundation—is a young and innovative 
charity. The idea behind everything Hands Up does is 
simple and positive: gather people together, remind 
them of Syria’s rich culture and do something good. 
Hands Up raises money for projects implemented on 
the ground by partner organization. Where possible 
these projects are inside Syria and run by Syrians. 

UNO Flüchtlingshilfe—established in 1980, UNO 
Flüchtlingshilfe aims to create sustainable solutions 
to refugee situations in Germany and worldwide. 
Areas of impact include: life-saving emergency 
measures in situations of crisis, education and 
training programmes, programmes for returnees, 
psychosocial therapy for traumatized refugees, 
asylum procedure consultation in Germany as well as 
training opportunities for humanitarian workers and 
volunteers in refugee support projects. Other Private 
Donors: Asfari Foundation, NC Soft Korea, Korean 
Philanthropists, SAP USA and USA for UNHCR (U4U).
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“IF I COULD GO BACK TEN 
YEARS, I WOULD WISH 
THAT THE WAR HAD NEVER 
HAPPENED AND THAT WE 
HAD NOT LOST OUR HOME. 
BUT IT IS TOO LATE FOR THAT. 
SO NOW, I WANT TO TELL 
THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
AROUND ME: ‘DO YOUR VERY 
BEST TO SUCCEED IN LIFE’.

Manal
LEBANESE UNIVERSITY, 
LEBANON

Manal is a third year student in Law at 
Lebanese University, on a DAFI scholarship. 
She came to Lebanon from Al Zabadani, Syria 
in 2011. 

“I lost these five years, until DAFI came to my 
rescue. I felt extremely happy when I received 
the scholarship. Not studying made me feel 
really down. Resuming my studies was my 
ultimate dream. I was ready to grasp every 
opportunity to do so. But we live in a very 
remote village and it was not easy.”

Back in Syria, Manal was studying banking. 
She had completed her first year when her 
family had to flee. Afterwards, she remained 
out of university for five years. 
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Country Partner

Africa

Burundi Refugee Education Trust International (RET), Burundi

Cameroon Plan International

Chad Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), Chad

Ethiopia Association of Ethiopians Educated in Germany

Ghana Christian Council of Ghana

Kenya Windle Charitable Trust, Kenya

Malawi Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS), Malawi

Mali Stop Sahel, Association Malien

Senegal Office Africain pour le Développement et la Coopération (OFADEC)

South Africa Studytrust

South Sudan Lutheran World Federation (LWI) 

Sudan Windle Trust International 

Tanzania Relief to Development Society (REDESO)

Uganda Windle International Uganda

Zambia Caritas

The Americas

Ecuador Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS)

Asia

India Bosco Organisation for Social Concern and Operation (BOSCO)

Pakistan Inspire Pakistan

Tajikistan Refugees, Children & Vulnerable Citizens (RCVC)

DAFI Programme  
Partners 
The DAFI programme is implemented at country 
level either by UNHCR directly or in partnership 
with an organisation specialised in education, 
community-based protection or other areas relevant 
to higher education for refugees. Partners serve as 
a crucial resource providing counselling, academic 
monitoring, timely distribution of funds, activities 

and skills development for students at country level. 
When implemented by a partner at country level, 
UNHCR and the partner organisation work in close 
collaboration to plan activities each year, monitor 
progress throughout, report on outcomes and 
respond to lessons learnt through revised activities 
and objectives for subsequent years. 

Europe

Turkey Presidency For Turks Abroad And Related Communities (YTB) 

Middle East

Algeria Association des Femmes Algériennes pour le Développement &

Egypt Catholic Relief Services (CRS)

Jordan Noor-Al Hussein Foundation 

Lebanon World Learning International 

Mauritania ACTIONS Mauritania

Morocco Fondation Orient Occident 

Syria Ministry of Education

Yemen INTERSOS Italy
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