
conducted a survey and 
discovered that the 
area was frequently 
used by military and 
civilians, who were 
handling the UXOs as 
well as collecting them 
for brass and copper 

(Continued on page 3) 

In February 2005 an 
ammunition bunker 
exploded in the centre 
of Juba town, causing 
massive damage in the 
immediate area and 
throwing out thou-
sands of items of ord-
nance.  The explosion 
killed 39 people and 
injured 90. Significant 
damage was inflicted 
on the Custom Market, 
destroying three quar-
ters of this important 
city center. Ordnance 
was scattered around a 
2km radius, igniting 
fires, and contaminat-
ing roads and public 
spaces. 

Initial clearance 
around Juba town was 
undertaken by the Su-
dan Armed Forces 
(SAF). However the 
site of the explosion 
remained highly con-
taminated and UN-
MAO could not con-
duct further clearance 
due to restrictions 
placed by the SAF. 

Since the explosion, the 
scattered ordnance has 
continued to threaten 
the lives of Juba’s resi-
dents.  In May 2006 a 
soldier was killed while 
passing through the 
blast site. The demin-
ing organization Ronco 

Juba Customs Market Cleared 

Sudan 2007 Work Plan Launched 

On 19 December the 
2007 Work Plan for 
Sudan was presented in 
Khartoum.  The docu-
ment outlines plan-
ning, funding, and co-
ordination for more 
than US $1.8 billion 

dollars to fund hu-
manitarian, recovery 
and development pro-
jects.  Sudan’s Deputy 
Special Representative 
to the Secretary-
General and Humani-
tarian/Resident Coor-

dinator Manuel Aranda 
da Silva explained that 
“the investment we are 
calling for is critical for 
Sudan’s transition from 
a conflict-afflicted na-
tion dependant upon 

(Continued on page 2) 
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People soon returned to the site 
to build homes and live among 
items of unstable ordnance 



the provision of hu-
manitarian assistance 
to a nation increas-
ingly capable of pro-
viding for the needs of 
its population.” 

The 2007 Work Plan 
calls for US $56.1 mil-
lion dollars to fund 
Mine Action programs.   
The main focus of op-
erations will be di-
rected towards the ex-
pansion of mines/
unexploded ordnances 
(UXO) clearance op-
erations, alongside the 
continued implemen-
tation of a proactive 
Mine Risk Education 
(MRE) programme.  
Some 14,543 Km of 
priority roads will be 
assessed for mines and 

(Continued from page 1) UXOs, while 2,721 Km 
will be cleared to facili-
tate movement of peo-
ple.  Survey, marking 
and clearance of 
mines/UXO in affected 
communities and de-
struction of stockpiles 
of explosive remnants 
of war (ERW) will be 
undertaken.  Some 
598,000 IDPs, refu-
gees and returnees will 
be provided with 
emergency MRE.  To 
facilitate this, 1,050 
teachers, health and/
or community workers 
will be provided with 
training of trainers’ 
courses and materials.  
In addition, some 
3,000 UN and Aid 
Agency staff will re-
ceive Landmine Safety 
and ERW training. 

Development and ca-
pacity building of na-
tional mine action in-
stitutions, such as the 
National Mine Action 
Authority (NMAA) and 
the Southern Sudan 
Demining Authority 
(SSDA) will be ad-
dressed in 2007.  The 
sector will advocate for 
Sudan’s compliance 
with international le-
gal instruments to ad-
dress landmine and 
ERW problems and 
the total ban on anti-
personnel landmines.  
It will support the de-
velopment of a na-
tional victim assis-
tance strategy and 
work plan.  

• Mines Advisory Group (MAG) completed clearance of the Juba        
Customs Market 

• Clearance from Kassala to Hamashkorieb was completed and the route 
is now open 

• Mechem completed survey and verification/clearance of the Torit-
Lafon route and the road from Keyala to Lafon 

• The Kenyan Military Demining Company conducted demolitions of all 
munitions found in clearance of UXO storage facilities in Wau Military 
Camp 

Sudan 2007 Work Plan Launched 

December Achievements 
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Girls at IDP camp 
receiving Mine 
Risk Education 

UXO found in 
tree in Nuba 

UNMAO 



Friends of Peace and 
Development Organi-
zation (FPDO) and the 
Danish Demining 
Group (DDG) were 
tasked by UNMAO to 
deliver mine risk edu-
cation messages to 
those living and work-
ing in the customs 
market area. In addi-
tion to information 
sessions on safe be-
havior, posters and 
leaflets were distrib-

(Continued from page 1) uted pointing out the 
dangers of landmines 
and UXOs. 

On 8th August 2006, 
following a memorial 
service at the grave of 
Dr John Garang, Cor-
poral Bodor from the 
Bangladeshi military 
contingent sustained 
serious injuries when 
he stood on an M42 
sub-munition. The 
grave is situated next 
to the blast site, and it 
is likely that the device 

came from the 2005 
explosion. 

Mines Advisory Group 
(MAG) was tasked by 
UNMAO to clear the 
site and in December 
the removal and de-
struction of unsafe 
items was completed. 
The site is now a safe 
and busy residential 
area. The Custom Mar-
ket has been re-built 
and regained its place 
as the commercial and 
social hub of Juba. 

Damazin:  On 3rd December a mine accident occurred in a known mine-
field 2 km from Kurmuk town.  The victim sustained serious leg injuries 
and was evacuated to Kurmuk hospital where his leg was amputated. 

Juba:  On 6th December an armored GTZ bulldozer working on the road 
and dike rehabilitation project detonated a mine which had been lifted 
from the ground by the bulldozer blade.  The operator sustained several 
injuries.  A second unexploded mine was found on the same road. 

Juba Customs Market Cleared 

Mine Incidents (Only cases reported to UNMAO) 
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UXO cleared  
from Juba  
Customs Market 

 Juba Custom Market days after the explosion  Homes and livestock at the accident site today 



Building 42 Block 13 
Riyad, Middle Street 

PO Box 913, Khartoum 
Sudan 

Tel.: +249 183 243 427 

United Nations Mine Action Office 

The role of the United Nations Mine Action Office (UNMAO) in 

Sudan is to coordinate, facilitate and oversee quality assurance 

of all Mine Action activities in the Sudan.  UNMAO is responsible 

for three main pillars:  support of peacekeeping operations, pro-

vision of emergency and humanitarian mine action activities, 

and development of national operations and institutional capac-

ity.  

UNMAO 

Total dangerous areas identified:  1,696  
Total dangerous areas cleared:  602  
Area cleared:  10,151,407 m2 
Length of road verified / cleared:  1,102 km 
AT mines destroyed: 1,150  
AP mines destroyed:  2,581  
UXO destroyed: 318,245  
Small arms ammunition destroyed:  225,672  
MRE provided:  980,211 persons 

Key Achievements to Date 

 2006 Funding Update 

UNMAO would like thank the following donors for their generous 
contributions and support in 2006: 

Canadian International Development Agency 
Common Humanitarian Fund 
European Commission 
European Commission— ECHO 
Germany 
Italy 
Japan 
The Netherlands 
Norway 
Sweden 
United Kingdom 
United States 

Total Requirement: 
Donor Voluntary Contribution: $54,819,670 
Assessed Budget: $26,260,529 
Grand Total: $81,080,199 
 
Funding Contributes/Pledged: 
Donor Voluntary Contribution: $28,836,904  
Assessed Budget: $26,260,529 
Grand Total: $55,097,433 

Boys in Kapoeta 

For further information, 
please contact: 

Christina Greene             
UNMAO Khartoum            
Programme Officer           

christinag@sudanmap.org 


