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REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
SOMALI  
The DPPA led-multi agency seasonal assessment mission 
identified the population anticipated to face food and 
income deficits in the coming three to six months. Food 
gaps are mostly higher in cropping areas compared to 
pastoral areas.  
 
Food and income gaps have been identified in all livelihood 
zones of the deyr receiving areas - Degehabur, Korahe, 
Warder, Gode, Afder, Liben and Fik. This is due to crop 
production failure, poor livestock production and high cereal 
prices combined with expected increases in the price of 
food and decline in livestock price.  
 
The performance of the deyr rains in most parts of the deyr 
receiving zones was rated as “below normal” to “much 
below normal”. The previous gu rains were also “poor” to 
“very poor” in five zones of Korahe, Gode, Fik, Warder and 
Degehabur; while they were “near normal” to “normal” in 
the remaining four zones – Jijiga, Shinile, Liben and Afder. 
In Jijiga and Shinile zones, the performance of the karan 
rains was normal except in Aysha and parts of Dembel and 
pockets of Afdem woredas. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

• REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
• UPCOMING & ONGOING MEETINGS  
 

Focus on Ethiopia is produced by UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in 
collaboration with other UN agencies and partner NGOs. 
Focus on Ethiopia provides a monthly overview of 
humanitarian trends and activities in Ethiopia, as well as 
focusing on particular issues of interest. Send comments, 
suggestions and contributions to ocha-eth@un.org  

The Regional Overview in this month’s publication 
summarizes the findings of the DPPA-led Multi-Agency 
seasonal assessment that was undertaken during 15 
November -to- 16 December 2007.  
 

This year the Household Economy Approach (HEA) was 
utilized in SNNP, Afar, Somali, Amhara and Tigray 
regions; while, the traditional methodology was used in 
the remaining regions. The approach is an improved 
methodology of the needs assessment in Ethiopia that 
quantitatively analyses household’s livelihood situation to 
determine the food security prospect of an area.  
 

The method takes into account baseline information from 
a wide range of variables and analyses the impact of 
current hazards on food and income.  
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Crop production has failed in all the seven deyr receiving 
zones resulting in a second season performance failure, 
as the gu crops have also failed in Korahe, Degehabur 
and the agro pastoral pockets of Fik. The deyr crops 
production failure further increased food gaps for cropping 
areas. The performance of maize and sorghum crops was 
also below normal in the sedentary areas of Jijiga and 
Dambel of Shinile zone respectively. 

 
Although livestock condition was not severely affected, 
production was below normal. The situation is however, 
anticipated to deteriorate with the start of the Jilal (dry) in 
January.  
 
Shortage of water has been reported in the chronically 
water insecure areas. Emergency water tankering is 
needed in Gorobaqaqsa, Filtu, and Hudet woredas of 
Afder and Liben zones. The situation could further 
deteriorate with the start of the Jilal season.   
 
The multi-agency assessment team reported that 
community level reports indicate that AWD and dysentery 
have caused the death unspecified number of people in 
Sagag, Degehamado and Fik woredas since October 
2007. There were no other disease outbreaks in other 
parts of the zone though endemic diseases were prevalent 
in pockets areas. Malaria, diarrhea and respiratory 
diseases claim the highest prevalence in the rural areas. 
Poor human and veterinary services as well as shortage of 
essential drugs are reported in most rural areas.  
 
Current prices of food items are lower than the past few 
months but they are still higher than normal prices by an 
average of 30 to 60 percent in most markets of the deyr 
receiving zones. Food prices are expected to rise further in 
the worst affected zones due to crop production failure and 
increase in demand during the jilal. Livestock prices have 
slightly increased to normal levels in November 2007 due 
to improved internal and external demand. This however, 
is expected to decrease sharply with the expected decline 
in demand and deterioration in the body condition of 
livestock during the jilal. Both factors will severely affect 
the purchasing power of the households and will increase 
food gaps particularly in the deyr receiving zones. 
 
 
 

 
GAMBELLA 
The overall food security situation in woredas visited by the 
meher assessment team showed a deteriorating trend.  
 
Akobo, Jikawa, Wentawa, Jor, Lare and Itang woredas are 
among the most affected areas, which were hard hit by 
floods during the rainy season. Apart from Lare and Itang, 
most of these areas are still inaccessible by road. The 
situation of the Akobo returnees is of particular concern as 
they did not cultivate their lands.  Weather adversities 
including flooding, erratic rainfall and hailstorm damaged 
crops resulting in poor crop production prospect. Food 
deficit, therefore, continues to be of concern in these areas.  
 
The regional Agricultural Bureau distributed agricultural 
inputs in advance including seed that contributed to timely 
land preparation and planting. The area cultivated in most 
woredas was larger than that of the last year, and the 
overall crop production is slightly better. The recurrent 
overflow of Gilo and Baro rivers, however, damaged maize 
and sorghum that were at germinating stage. In Jor, Akobo, 
Wentwa and Jikawo woredas a large scale production loss 
was anticipated due to overflow of the rivers. Out of 20,806 
ha cultivated land approximately 16 percent was damaged 
and only 192,155 quintals of crop production is expected.  
 
There was no major human disease outbreak. Incidences 
of allergic conjunctive eye disease, however, were reported 
in Gog, Abobo, Gambela, Itang and Lare woredas. 
According to woreda officials, Medicines San Frontiers has 
provided treatment and medicine to control the disease. 
There is also high risk of malaria and water born disease 
outbreaks due to the floods. Although, no recent nutritional 
survey was conducted, the EOS screening conducted in 
August identified 2,410 malnourished under five children 
and nursing women in ten woredas. Supplementary feeding 
has been provided to the identified beneficiaries.  
 
No major animal disease outbreak was reported apart from 
incidences of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), 
Trypanozomosis and liver fluke during the rainy season.  
 
Pasture shortage was reported in flood affected woredas 
during July and August that has improved since mid 
September except for flood affected woredas of Akobo, 
Jikawa and Wentwa. Livestock in these areas were forced 
to travel to higher grazing lands which resulted in below 
average livestock physical condition compared to normal 
year. Meanwhile, there are no reports of water shortage in 
the region.   
 
In most selected markets of the region prices of crops and 
livestock have shown a significant increase as compared to 
the average year.  The price of sorghum in Godere and 
Itang woredas has reportedly increased by approximately 
35 percent and 52 percent respectively compared to the 
average price and 50 percent and 34 percent from last 
year. The price of goat has also increased by 
approximately 35 percent and 58 percent in the two above 
mentioned woredas. In the flood woredas of Akobo, Jikawo  
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and Wentwa, supply of grain to the markets has 
decreased and cereal price has significantly increased  
 
OROMIYA 
Apart from Borena zone and the lowland woredas of East 
Hararghe, East Shewa, Bale, Guji and West Haraghe 
zones, the performance of the seasonal rains in the region 
was rated to be “normal” to “above normal”. The 
performance of the hagaya rains in Borena zone 
particularly in the lowland woredas was poor.  
 
On the other hand excessive rains have resulted in water 
logging, flooding, land sliding and incidences of hailstorm 
in the highland and midland woredas of East Hararghe, 
West Hararghe, West Arsi, East Shoa, Arsi, and North 
Shewa zones. In Galana woreda, Borena zone, heavy 
rains have damaged crops and pasture lands.  
 
The performance of the belg rains was good in most parts, 
apart from Chinaksen, Midega Tolla, Boset and parts of 
Adama woredas. In West Arsi, Bale and Arsi zones, the 
rains have extended until the meher season.  
 
Due to increase in area planted, favorable rains and 
increase in the utilization of agricultural inputs, up to 18 
percent production increase is anticipated in the region 
apart from Arsi zone where an 11 percent reduction is 
expected compared to 2006. Area planted has increased 
in general by 2 to 10 percent compared to 2006 due to 
increased cultivation of grazing and fallow lands and 
allocation of land to landless youth particularly in East 
Wollega, North Shoa and West Shoa zones. In Midega 
Tolla and Chinaksen woredas in East Hararghe zone and 
Harolimu, Diga, and Sassiga woredas in East Wollega 
zone however, area planted has reduced due to poor 
rains, low productivity and conflict. In Borena zone also, 
the crop production prospect of hagaya season was 
reported to be poor. In the lowland woredas in particular, a 
total production failure was reported.  
 
Apart from areas that received poor meher and hagaya 
rains including Midega Tolla and Chinaksen (East 
Hararghe), Liben (Guji) and Dillo, Dire, Miyo, Moyale, 
Haralo and parts of Teltele, Yabelo and Arero woredas in 
Borena zone, availability and access to pasture and water 
was normal. The physical condition of livestock in most 
areas was normal. There were also no reports of major 
animal disease outbreaks, apart from the unknown camel 
disease that killed 500 camels in lowland woredas of 
Borena zone.  
 
Reduction in grazing land due to shift to farm land and 
water logging were among the concerns reported in West 
Arsi and Bale zones. In Liben woreda, Guji zone early 
movement of herds to dry season grazing lands and influx 
of animals from Somali Region has created distress 
among the population. Over grazing problem due to 
conflict in Fentale woreda in East Shoa zone and Dewe 
Serer and Raitu woredas in Bale zone were also reported. 
In addition, early cross-border and internal livestock 
movements were reported in Dire, Dillo, Moyale, Miyo,  
 

 
Dhas, Haralo and Magado woredas of Borena zone, 
exacerbating fears of conflict.   
 
There were no reports of major human disease outbreak. 
AWD has decreased and zero cases have been reported 
from most of the affected zones, apart from South West 
Shoa zone. Malnutrition symptoms were observed in Guba 
Koricha, Daro Lebu, Habro, Doba and Gemechis woredas 
in West Hararghe zone; Haramaya in East Hararghe zone; 
Shello Settlement site in East Wollega zone; and Adaberga 
and Meta Robi woredas in West Shoa zone and  in Moyale 
woreda in Borena zone. 

 
Inflated price for both grains and livestock were reported in 
most markets. In East Hararghe zone, for instance, an 
increase up to 33 percent to 76 percent in shoats and 48 
percent to 55 percent in maize were reported in September 
and October 2007 compared to the same period last year 
and eight years average (1999-2006). In Borena zone, 
although supply to the market has decreased, the price of 
crops has significantly increased compared to the same 
period last year. The price of livestock however, has 
decreased due to poor demand and physical condition. 
Meanwhile, following the new harvest, price reduction was 
observed as compared to previous months in lowland areas 
of West Hararghe and East Shewa zones.  
 
AMHARA 
The overall food security situation in 2008 is expected to be 
better than the reference year -1997/98 E.C. - due to good 
meher harvest prospects coupled with ongoing food 
security programs including PSNP. Emergency assistance 
is, however, required for pocket areas affected by 
excessive rains, water logging, flood, pest and hailstorm.  
 
The onset of meher rains was timely in most parts and was 
early by one-to-three weeks in the highland areas. The 
overall performance of the meher rains was favourable and 
better than the reference year and that of last year in 
almost all zones. There were, however, reports of 
excessive rains and hailstorm in some areas that resulted 
in flooding and land slides. 
 
Although access to safe drinking water has improved in 
most woredas following the favourable meher rains, some 
water points were damaged by the floods in North Gondor 
zone forcing the communities to revert to river water and 
unprotected springs. Flooding in Quara and West 
Armacheho settlement areas also damaged many water 
points. 
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The meher rains also contributed to timely planting and 
better crop production, which is expected to be higher than 
the reference year by approximately 13.5 percent. 
Hazards such as hailstorm, frost, water logging, floods and 
pests, however, damaged crop particularly in North 
Shewa, East Gojam, North and South Gondar, Wag 
Hemra. On the average, between 15 and 33 percent crop 
damages is expected in some woredas of the affected 
zones.  

 

The rains improved water and pasture availability 
contributing to good physical performance and production 
of livestock. No major livestock disease outbreak has been 
reported apart from reports of sheep pox in Simada, Este 
and Tach gayint woredas in south Gonder Zone, which 
has been contained. Furthermore, excessive rains and 
hailstorm killed approximately 3,000 sheep in Girar Amba 
kebele of Gishe Rabel woreda in North Shewa.  
 
No major human disease outbreak has been reported in 
the past few months, apart from AWD, which is currently 
under control. In all of the malaria endemic areas, 
incidences of malaria has reduced due to preventive 
measures including distribution of  bed net and drugs, 
timely chemical spray, and  public awareness raising. No 
alarming malnutrition cases have also been reported 
except for some moderate malnutrition cases that were 
addressed through the EOS/CSI programmes. 
 
The overall market price of staple food, crops, livestock 
and labour has increased in all parts. Crop price has 
increased on average by 20-30 percent; while cattle price 
increased by 40-65 percent and shoat price on average 
increased by 30-50 percent from the reference year. The 
payment for local agriculture and urban labour in most 
parts of the region has increased by 20-25 percent 
compared to last year.  
 
AFAR  
The food security situation varies between the northern 
and southern zones mainly depending on the performance 
of the karma rains. The below average rains received by 
the northern zones resulted in food deficits, which is 
anticipated to be addressed by the existing Productive 
Safety Net Programme (PSNP). The favourable weather 
condition in the Southern zones, on the other hand, 
improved the overall food security situation.  
 
A total of 472,229 beneficiaries received direct Safety Net 
Food assistance from January to November, 2007, while 
approximately 40, 169 beneficiaries received Therapeutic  

 
Supplementary Feeding (TSF) under the Enhanced 
Outreach Strategy (EOS)  
 
The onset of karma rains was timely in most parts. The 
distribution and amount, however, were below normal in the 
north and northeast zones, resulting in poor pasture and 
water availability. In Elidar Patoral livelihood zone water 
shortage for both human and livestock consumption is a 
major challenge.  There are reports of early migration from 
Dalol, Berhale and Erbti woredas to neighbouring areas in 
search of pasture and browse. Concentration of livestock in 
these areas is feared to result in overgrazing. The situation 
could be stabilized by the upcoming sugum rains.  
 
At the hill bottoms of the Amhara Region and along the 
Awash River, there was heavy flooding in July which 
subsequently led to internal displacement and irregular 
livestock movement in some of the woredas.  

The food security situation in the northern zones has been 
adversely impacted by the below average performance of 
the karma rains, decline in herd size and livestock 
production, and increment of staple food price. The 
population in these livelihood zones face a survival and 
livelihood protection deficit. The identified food deficit is 
anticipated to be addressed by PSNP.  On the other hand, 
the 2007 karma rains have positively contributed to the 
replenishment of pasture and water sources in the southern 
livelihood zones including Aramis and Aaadar; and 
Namelefan and Baadu in zone three and five. Tree locust 
infestation in the Aramis and Adaar livelihood zone has, 
however, affected browse and grazing areas.  This requires 
continued close monitoring.   
 
There has been no major animal disease outbreak in all 
woredas visited apart from a small incidence of camel 
disease reported in Uwa woreda. Recurrent droughts 
leading to pasture and brows scarcity combined with poor 
veterinary services, however, contributed to the 
deterioration the livestock physical condition and 
production. This resulted in the decline of herd size in in 
Asale pastoral and agropastoral livelihood zones during the 
last three consecutive years. In Teru pastoral livelihood 
zone, following the massive death of animals in the last 
hagaa season, particularly in Awra and Ewa, karma rains 
have improved pasture and water availability which in turn 
led to improvement in the body condition of the livestock. 
The consecutive droughts, however, decreased pasture 
regeneration in Yallo, Erebti and part of Northern part of 
Awra. The below normal karma performance in Yalo and 
Erebti woredas also resulted in pasture depletion for cattle; 
while, browse for goats and camels is better in places 
bordering highlands.  
 
The market has witnessed relatively high price increments 
over the last year. For instance, staple foods such as wheat 
increased from 200 birr during a normal year to 220-260 
birr this year. Another staple food such as maize is 
currently priced at 180-240 birr, up from 130 birr during a 
normal year. The price for an average sized goat increased 
from 90-110 birr to 140-200 birr. Since there are few  
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markets in the five livelihood Zones, people are forced to 
use neighboring markets such as in Bati and Shewa Robit  
in Amhara and Mohoni and Adiquala in Tigray. The 
lengthy travel to buy and sell in the market has adverse 
effects on marketable items. For instance, livestock lose 
their weight (and their value) during long travel.  
 
There is no major human disease outbreak apart from 
AWD which was reported in sixteen woredas. Zero cases 
have been reported from these areas in the past three 
weeks.  
 
SNNP  
The overall food security situation in anticipated to be 
stable in the coming six months in most parts apart from 
pocket areas of Gedeo, Sidama, South Omo, Amaro and 
Wolayita, which will require emergency food assistance in 
addition to existing PSNP.  
 
The onset of the meher rains was timely and normal in 
almost all zones of the region. The amount and distribution 
of the rains were better than the previous years, enabling 
timely land preparation and planting as well as good crop 
production. Area planted has shown a significant 
increment as compared to the reference year in particular 
and the previous years in general.  
 
Meher production is estimated to be higher by more than 
75 percent as compared to the reference year - 1995/96 
EC. The favourable weather condition coupled with better 
utilization of agricultural inputs, crop management, the 
increasing market price and increase in area planted 
contributed to a significant increase in production. In some 
pocket areas, however, excessive rainfall, hailstorm, flood 
and land slide reportedly damaged crops. 

 
No major human health disease outbreaks and severe 
malnutrition cases have been reported. The ongoing 
eighth round Enhanced Outreach Strategy (EOS) 
screening data indicates that the number of malnourished 
children and mothers has decreased as compared to 
same period last year.  There was also no acute water 
supply problem. 
 
The rains also improved water and feed availability. There 
was no major outbreak of livestock diseases apart from 
incidences of endemic disease including pastrolosis and 
small pox.   
 

 
Prices of staple food and crops have increased by at least 
20 percent compared to last year. Livestock and livestock 
product prices have doubled compared to the reference 
year. Meanwhile daily labour rates have increased by 25 
percent. The market analysis indicate that the increment in 
income balances the increase in cost of living   
 
TIGRAY 
The meher season was generally favourable in terms of 
crop production. Incomes have increased at the same rate 
as expenditure. There were, therefore, no emergency 
beneficiaries identified for the year, as the number of PSNP 
beneficiaries greatly exceeds the identified emergency 
beneficiaries during the assessment.  
 
A small number of households in the very poor and poor 
wealth groups were projected to face survival and livelihood 
protection deficits in the current year in parts of three 
livelihood zones in Raya Valley, Tsirare Catchment and 
Enderta dry midland in Central zone and middle Tekeze, 
Mereb Basin and West Central Teff in Northwest zone. In 
Eastern and Central zones however, there were no 
emergency needs except for some isolated pocket 
problems. Some households face a chronic deficit that was 
being addressed by the PSNP in the reference year – 
October 1998 – September 1999 E.C.   
 
All woredas of the four zones have implemented PSNP in 
the form of productive public work and direct transfer of 
cash and food distributions ranging from six to nine months. 
Due to delayed targeting and dispatch of food and cash, 
distributions were delayed by two to four months. The team 
has recommended that action should be taken to avoid 
delays in delivery of PSNP resources. Decision makers 
should also be informed that the value of cash distributions 
is decreasing year-by-year due to inflation.  
 
The overall performance of meher crops was good 
compared to the reference year due to the favourable 
performance of the rains and increased and timely supply 
of agricultural inputs as well as the utilization of natural 
fertilizers. A 32 percent and 27 percent production increase 
was reported in Central and Northwest zones compared to 
the reference year respectively. Despite the decreased 
area planted in Eastern zone, the overall production of long 
cycle crops has increased by 2 percent compared to the 
reference year due to the favourable rains. A 60 percent 
increase in the production of short cycle crops was also 
recorded in the same zone compared to the reference year 
due to favourable rainfall and the utilisation of inputs in 
most woredas.  The production of long cycle crops in 
Southern zone however, was 10 percent less compared to 
the reference year, while the production of short cycle 
crops was 66 percent greater.   
 
The human health situation is generally normal. AWD has 
subsided since mid August. In Alamata woreda, however,  
symptoms of the “unidentified” disease that was highlighted 
during the belg 1999 assessment has resumed in Ketin 
Hugum area. Further assessment is required to assess the 
situation. The chronic liver disease previously reported in 
parts of Tahtay Koraro woreda has spread to neighbouring  
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peasant associations in Medebay Zana and Asgede 
Tsembla woredas. Shortages of drugs and manpower 
were also reported in Central and Northwest zones.   
 
Apart from a serious water shortage in Hawzen town and a 
chronic water access problem in four woredas of Central 
zone and three woredas of Western zone, there are no 
major reports of water supply problems. In Hawzen town 
however, one out of the two boreholes was not functioning 
forcing people to walk long distances to fetch water.   
 
The livestock body condition was reported to be good due 
to favourable water and feed availability. There were no 
unusual disease outbreaks during the assessment period. 
Livestock productions including milk and butter were good. 
There was no significant change in calving rate compared 
to the reference year. Due to limited carrying capacity of 
grazing lands, there was no significant change in herd 
sizes. The mission has recommended for the livestock 
disease control measures to be coordinated with Wag 
Hamra zone of Amhara Region.  

 
Woreda officials project increase in price of main staple 
food - sorghum, maize, and wheat in all the zones. Prices 
of teff, millet, sesame, and pulses are also anticipated to 
increase. In addition, the price of livestock has increased 
in all livestock markets of Eastern and Southern zones. 
The price is projected to increase by 40 to 90 percent in 
Eastern and Southern zones and by 40 to 60 percent in 
Central and Northwest zones. Furthermore, increase in the 
daily wages of local agricultural and urban labour has 
improved incomes of very poor and poor households. In 
Humera woreda however, daily wages have reduced by 50 
percent compared to the reference year due to poor 
season caused by excessive rainfall and crop failure.  
 
Education enrolment rates are normal and no unusual 
dropouts were reported due to the good performance of 
the meher season.  
 
HARARI 
Although the performance of the meher rains was poor in 
June and July, it has improved in August and September.  
 

Apart from the lowland areas where the rains were 
delayed by four weeks, the onset, distribution and amount 
of the belg rains were also normal in the midland areas.  
 

The area planted has increased by 10 percent compared 
to the same period last year. Production however, was 
estimated to be 49 percent lower than 2006 due to 
delayed belg rains in the lowlands and poor meher rains in  

 
June and July. In addition, the unidentified disease on 
ground nuts in the lowland woredas and poor utilization of 
agricultural inputs have also contributed to the reduced 
production.  
 

The physical condition of livestock was rated to be good to 
normal due to improved access to water and pasture. 
There were however, concerns in the lowland areas due to 
poor supply of crop residue and poor sorghum production.  
 

Inflated price for both grains and livestock was reported in 
the region. The price of sorghum has increased to 55 
percent in September and 46 percent in October compared 
to 1999 to 2006. In addition, a 61 percent increase in the 
price of maize in September and a 75 percent increase in 
October were recorded compared to 1999 to 2006.   
 

There were no reports of major human health disease 
outbreak. AWD has been controlled in mid August. In 
addition, the Enhanced Outreach Strategy/Child Survival 
Initiatives has provided 980 MTs of supplementary food to 
1,285 children under the age of five and pregnant and 
nursing women. A total of 1.3 million Birr and 64.8 MT of 
food have also been distributed to 16,136 PSNP 
beneficiaries.  
 

DIRE DAWA 
The overall food security situation is expected to be normal, 
and no adaqditional emergency beneficiaries are identified 
for 2008. Continued close monitoring of the food security 
situation in the lowland communities is, however, 
imperative.  
 

Although meher rains were delayed by two weeks, the 
performance was good in terms of amount and distribution 
apart from pocket lowland kebeles including Jeldessa that 
received very poor rains characterized by elongated dry 
spell and early cessation.  
 

The overall favourable meher rains contributed to good 
crop production prospect. This year’s production is 
anticipated to exceed last year’s by 70,039 qt. The increase 
in production is mainly attributed to the favourable rainfall 
condition in the mid lands and the increase in production 
from irrigated lands.  
 

The good performance of meher rains also contributed to 
improved availability of pasture and water for livestock. The 
physical condition of livestock as well as production is, 
therefore, good and herd size has reportedly increased. 
Early migration of livestock from Jeldesa kebele to 
neighboring Oromiya region in search of pasture was, 
however, reported.  No major animal disease outbreak was 
reported in all woredas. 
 

There is a significant increase in prices of crops and 
livestock compared to the average prices in the last five 
years. This high price increment was mainly attributed to 
the national price increment. Furthermore, the proximity of 
the region to external market - Djibouti, Middle East and 
Somali – resulted in high demand that contributes to the 
sharp increment in the price of livestock.  
 

There are no major reports of human disease outbreak 
apart from incidences of AWD cases reported in 
September, which has been contained. No recent cases of  
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malnutrition have been reported and the number of cases 
under treatment in the OTP has significantly decreased to 
168 cases compared to 1,542 same period last year. The 
reduction is attributed to the variety of on going relief and 
development interventions in the area. Timely delivery of 
the PSNP food commodities is vital to stablize the food 
security situation. 
 
BENISHANGUL GUMUZ 
There is an overall good crop production prospect 
following the favourable performance of meher rains in 
most parts apart from some kebeles in Assosa and Bulen 
woredas, where excessive rainfall and hailstorm caused 
severe crop damage.  
 

The onset and cessation of meher rains were timely in 
most parts except for Sherkole and Mengi woredas where 
it was delayed by a month. The amount of the rains was 
also generally good. There was, however, heavy rainfall 
and hailstorm in Assosa woreda of Assosa zone, Pawe 
Special woreda and flooding was reported in Bulen 
woreda of Metekel zone. 
 

The region is entirely dependent on meher production. A 
21 percent increase in overall crop production was 
reported compared to last year. Land preparation and 
planting were conducted timely in almost all areas. 
Excessive rainfall and hailstorm followed by flooding, 
however, damaged crops in 18 kebeles of Assosa, Bulen 
and Pawe Special Woreda, which resulted in significant 
crop reduction. Crop pest infestation such as army worm 
on teff, finger millet and african ball worm on soya bean 
and ground nut in Pawe Special Woreda and Bluen, 
Dibate and Mandura woredas of Metekel zone and Assosa 
woreda of Assosa zone also caused some damage. The 
infestation was controlled by the woreda Agricultural 
bureaus.  
 

Erratic rainfall recorded in mid September and first week of 
October the created favorable condition for army worm 
infestation particularly in Pawe Special Woreda, Metekel 
and Assosa zones.  
 
There was no pasture and water shortage for livestock. 
The overall physical condition of livestock is good. There 
were, however, reports of prevalence of livestock diseases 
- FMD on cattle, rabies on dog, new castle on chicken and 
PPR on shoat. Control measures were undertaken by  
Bureau of Agriculture. There were, however, reports of 
shortage of veterinary drugs in some woredas. 
 

Prices of all grains and livestock have sharply increased 
compared to the average year (1999-2006) as well as last 
year. Sorghum price has increased by approximately 122 
percent and 156 percent compared to the average price 
and 92 percent and 88 percent from the same period last 
year in Assosa and Bulen woredas respectively. Similarly, 
livestock price has increased by 89 percent and 
111percent compared to the average price and 11 percent 
and 13 percent from same period last year.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING MEETINGS  
                                         
In Addis Ababa 
 
 
January 10, 17, 24 Information Sharing Meeting, UNDP, 

To be Confirmed, 03:30p.m 
(Invitations only) 

 
January 4,11,18,25 UN Department of Safety and Security 

Meeting, DSS office, 09:30a.m (Open 
to all) 

 
January 10 HRF Review Board meeting, UN 

OCHA, 03:00p.m (UN-Internal Only) 
 
January 11 Inter-Agency Standing Committee 

meeting, Save US, 02:00p.m 
(Invitations Only) 

 
January 15  WASH Emergency Task Force 

Meeting, MoWR, 10:00a.m (Open to 
all)    

In the Region 
 
January 8 Humanitarian Coordination Meeting, 

WFP Conference Room, 09:00a.m, 
Gode (Open to all) 

 
January 8 Locust Technical Committee Meeting, 

WFP Conference Room, 09:30a.m, 
Gode (Open to all) 

 
January 9  Area Security Meeting, UN 

Compound, 05:00p.m, Kebridehar 
(Open to all) 

 
January 9  Water and Sanitation (WASH) 

Meeting, UN Conference room, 
03:00p.m, Kebridehar (Open to all) 

 
January 9 Food Distribution & Monitoring 

Committee Meeting, UN Compound, 
09:00a.m, Kebridehar (Open to all) 

 
January 14 Agriculture Task Force Meeting, 

CLNRDB, 10:00a.m, Jijiga (Open to 
all) 

 
January 10 Humanitarian Co-ordination Forum 

Meeting, UN Conference room, 
09:00a.m, Kebridehar (Open to all) 

 
January 15 Humanitarian Co-ordination Forum, 

PCDO, 09:30a.m, Jijiga (Open to all) 
 
January 23 Water and Sanitation Taskforce,  

RWRDB, 9:30a.m, Jijiga (Open to all) 

Humanitarian partners remain alert to the ongoing 
violence in Kenya as well as its humanitarian 
implications in Ethiopia. While such violence has 
implicated on humanitarian operations in other states, 
there has been as of yet no impact on Ethiopia 
operations. Ethiopia’s food and medical pipelines run 
through neighboring Djibouti. UNHCR thus far reported 
no refugee flow across the Kenya border to Ethiopia. 
Ethiopia based humanitarian partners, however, 
continue to monitor the situation. 


