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HIGHLIGHTS 

 
TRANSITIONAL AREAS  

 
• Concerns in Abyei about lack of basic services - (p1)  
• Lack of implementing partners in Abyei is feared to 

affect humanitarian action – (p1) 

 
SOUTHERN SUDAN 

 
 Displacement figures remain high in Jonglei State – 

(p3) 
 Concerning figures of tuberculosis in Unity State – 

(p4) 
 Reportedly, 100 LRA fighters surrendered in WES – 

(p4) 

Other issues: 
• Voter registration finalized in all states – (p 1-5)  
• 109,561 in Blue Nile are feared to suffer from water 

shortage - (pg .2) 

 

ABYEI 
Abyei authorities rely heavily on UN and partners for support to the communities particularly in the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance and to maintain peace. Nonetheless, movements of the UN were blocked by residents at 
Makenis market, where they demanded money and that the UN resolves their lack of basic services and infrastructure, 
suggesting that otherwise the UN might as well pack and leave the area. In addition to these frustrations over 
unfulfilled expectations, Misseriya groups remain strongly concerned about border demarcations. A joint mission 
including the JIU, the administration, SPLA/M, SAF, JIPU, and UNMIS Civilian Units to Um Kheir will be launched to 
renew the dialogue addressing those concerns. Meanwhile, the situation along the migration routes requires extended 
monitoring.  
Dutch Ambassador calls for protection of civilians and reform of administration: The Dutch Ambassador visited 
Abyei during the week and reiterated the need on the part of the authorities to protect the citizens of Abyei and to also 
reform the structure of the administration. These are essential aspects for donor supports to the administration.  
Voter registration concluded: The voter registration ended on 7th December.  There are allegations claiming an over-
proportional registration of Misseriya.  
Nomadic migration: Pastoralists movements especially across the River Kiir remain disputed. A demand to halt 
movements across the river until the planned Dinka-Misseriya conference was rejected resolutely by Misseriya.  
Government-organized returns: The inter-agency verification of the nine target villages of the returnees of November 
24 was completed. WFP povided 1,105 returnees with food assistance. Further approx. 500 returnees arrived in Abyei 
area on December 10.  
HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS 
Humanitarian Access: Access is still a problem particularly in the northern part of Abyei. The presence of armed 
Misseriya at Um Khier and the oil police in Diffra inhibits access to those locations. UNMIS Sector VI movement is 
confined to PCA area, which limits range of monitoring and delivery of humanitarian assistance.  
Lack of Humanitarian Partners: Save the Children (Sweden) is going to terminate the food distribution agreement with 
WFP by end of December 2009. So far, there is no other partner to implement food distribution for 2010. Also, by mid 
December, NPA is going to end its operations in Abyei. Reliable implementing partners are urgently needed.  

 

BLUE NILE STATE 
Voter registration: The Blue Nile High Election Committee reports approx. 350, 000 voter registrations (77%).  
Human Right Day: On Dec 10, UNMIS Human Right and the State Human Right Committee organized celebrations of 
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the Human Right Day in Damazine under the slogan “Embrace Diversity and End Discrimination”.  
Government-organized returns: On the Dec 7 a convoy of 637 returnees departed for Upper Nile. A second convoy is 
scheduled for Dec 14.  
Drought: Based upon a drought report issued by the State Water Corporation WASH partners plan an Interagency 
Assessment. In addition the State Water Corporation reported that around 109,561 persons in 3 localities in will suffer 
from water shortage in summer due to the poor rains of this season. In response to the situation CHF allocated funds to 
UNICEF for the construction of 70 hand pumps, in addition Unity Fund provides for 40 HP in these areas.  
Handing over of NFI pipeline to HAC/SSRRC: Between the 8th and 10th December HAC and UNJLC mission from 
where in the Blue Nile to hand over the common pipeline NFI contingency stock, to HAC/ SRRC Damazine which was 
at AHA warehouse; around 5,713 different NFI items have been handed over. Though the stock are in HAC/ SRRC 
warehouse, the authorization of distribution to the beneficiaries rest with the State Flood Task Force.  

 

SOUTHERN KORDOFAN (KADUGLI AND MUJLAD) 
Contingency Planning: On Dec 9 an OCHA team arrived in Kadugli to strengthen partnerships with local authorities 
and humanitarian partners in emergency preparedness and response. The mission is going to proceed to Abyei and 
Mujlad.  
Humanitarian and Recovery portfolio of Mujlad: While national and international networks on issues related to 
Mujlad are evolving, concerns over the border demarcation, political development, low level of basic services, and 
armed groups persist. Rumours on the PCA ruling are going high, which were also a topic of discussions during the 
visit of the Assessment and Evaluation Commission (AEC) and the Embassies of the US and UK. The number of 
humanitarian and development actors in Mujlad area has been and still is low, while capacity of local NGOs and 
Government is yet insufficient. There is a call to include petroleum companies, which engage in development, into the 
coordination mechanisms. The first Muglad inter-agency meeting was held in Muglad under auspices of the Locality 
Commissioner. 

 

RED SEE STATE 
Elections: On Dec 6 the UNMIS Electoral Assistance Division organized a training session for Administrative Officers 
of the ten geographical constituencies of Red Sea State as well as e 29 geographical constituencies for the state 
legislative council. 
Upcoming Event:  
Dec 14: Workshop on opportunities for coordination by the Eastern Sudan Recovery and Development Programme 
(ERDP). 

 

KASSALA AND GEDAREF 
Refugees’ Education: During the reporting week, UNHCR met with State Ministries, UNICEF and WFP to plan for 
interventions in accordance the Education Strategic Plan for 2010 – 2012 identifying Eastern Sudan as a priority.  
Campaign against Gender-based Violence: On Dec 10, women groups celebrated in Wadsherifay together with UNDP 
and UNCHR the closing day of the International 16 Days of ending violence against women and the International 
Human Rights Day.  
Malaria Control: UNICEF handed over 109,700 impregnated mosquito bed nets to the State Ministry of Health in 
Gedaref. The bed nets will be distributed to the population of Gedarif with focus on vulnerable groups (pregnant 
women and children under 5). 

 

DARFUR 
Stabilized Soil Blocks: UN HABITAT completed the implementation of its project Preparatory Programme for Darfur 
Reconstruction. In the project IDPs and youth from host communities got trained in production of stabilized soil blocks 
(SSB) throughout Darfur. A total of 1,815 masons were trained and a total of 86 Prototype Buildings in the 3 Darfur 
states constructed.  
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Food Security and Livelihoods in North Darfur: 
FSL sector in ND has commenced its contingency planning process. UN (WFP, FAO) and partners (GAA and PA) are 
taking lead in mapping the vulnerable locations in areas of crop loss. A detail report is being prepared that includes 
situation analysis, community coping mechanisms, and available capacity of agencies to meet the needs of food crisis. 
Also, it is predicted that the scarcity of rains this year will impact adversely on livestock. FAO and Ministry of Animal 
Husbandry are conducting Livestock assessment in ND. FAO and its partners DDA (in Dar Asalam) RI & KSCS 
(Kebkabiya and Saraf Omra), KAEDs (in Kutum), and COOPI (in Mellit and Malha) have already started intensifying 
Winter Cropping. These measures are to improve income and availability of the food. Vegetable seeds have been 
prepositioned. 
Women Empowerment: UNDP has rehabilitated the women centre in Abushouk IDP camp. It is a pilot project to train 
women in technical skills and food processing. 
Food Security in South Darfur: The results of the pre-harvest assessment that was conducted late October have not 
been released yet. The FSL cluster will meet with the Minister of Agriculture to expedite the endorsement of results 
which are required by the partners for the planning and the effective response to the gaps. 
Upcoming Event: 
Dec 15-30: Training program on child friendly process during investigation by the UNICEF supported Family & Child 
Protection Unit. 
For further HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS in Darfur please refer to OCHA bulletins: www.unsudanig.org 

 

JONGLEI STATE (JS) 
Displacement: On Dec 5, 1,386 IDPs (410 households) were verified in Pariak, Jonglei State. The people have been 
displaced from Awerial County, Lake State during conflict between Aliab Dinkas and Mundaris. 
SSRRC Jonglei State reported that a total number of 3,100 spontaneous returnees (560 households) had been tracked by 
SSRRC Akobo County during the period of July and December 2009.  
Humanitarian assistance ongoing in Bor: CRS completed NFI distribution in Wernyol for (309HHs) and Duk 
(208HHs) IDPs presently living in Bor Town; ADRA reported construction of a pit latrine at Royal Primary School in 
Bor Town; the latrine will serve up to 300 pupils. UNHCR is providing the Bor Government hospital 300 mattresses; 
350 bed sheets; 350 blankets; 260 white uniforms; 20 green uniforms; 120 light blue uniforms, 320 dark blue uniforms, 
20 stretchers, 20 small plastic sheets; 70 metallic beds and 3 hanging weights. Also, RCSO donated items to the Director 
General of Medical Services hospital in Jonglei State 
UP COMING EVENTS 
Dec 15: Murle-Lou Nuer peace conference with 135 expected participants. 
Dec 20: TCC will open a veterinary camp in Bor to vaccinate livestock. 

 

NORTHERN BAHR EL GHAZAL STATE (NBEGS) 
RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 
Peaceful Protest: On Dec 10, protesters handed a petition to UNMIS complaining on the arrest of SPLM leaders in 
Khartoum and the slow implementation of the CPA.  
Voter Registration: The voter registration has concluded in NBeG. A tentative figure of 453,062 was reported by 
UNMIS/EAD, pending official confirmation. 
HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS 
Accelerated Child Survival Initiative (ASCI): UNICEF in collaboration with the state Ministry of Health, concluded 
the ASCI which includes immunisation, breastfeeding, hand washing and MUAC screening. The package aims at 
reducing infant mortality rate. The Polio immunisation campaign lasted from Dec 7-9. Northern Bahr el Ghazal state 
has 7 confirmed cases of poliomyelitis.  
UN-Habitat up-grading Informal Settlements: The informal settlement up-grading project (UNDP) targeting 
vulnerable groups living in risky environmental conditions have identified communities in Maper Akot Aru, Ziraa, 
Malek Alele, Hai-Salem and Sika-Haded. On Dec 8, RCSO/RRR, UNDP and the Director General of the Ministry of 
Infrastructure visited some of the proposed new sites.  

 

http://www.unsudanig.org/
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UNITY STATE (WES) 
Mission to Abiemnom: On Dec 6, a team of HERR/RCSO/RRR, Civil Affairs, Child Protection from Malakal and 
UNMIS security conducted a field mission to Abiemnom town. The mission aimed at assessing Misseriya movement, 
the on going voters’ registration process, humanitarian situation and the civilian disarmament. Key findings of the 
mission was: the security situation was calm and quiet though unpredictable with the present of armed Misseriya, the 
voters’ registration almost ended, on going peace meeting between County authorities and two Misseriya clans 
(Omran-al-Fatlia and al-Kamil) and the humanitarian needs of the communities in areas of WATSAN, health, food 
security and education and the request of the people for additional humanitarian assistance in the mentioned areas. 
Kala azar: Following reports of kala azar outbreak in Jonglei and Upper Nile State, the Health Emergency Response 
team conducted a screening exercise Dec 4 – 12. Kala azar assessment and screening covered the border communities of 
Panyijar, Leer, Guit, Koch and Pariang adjacent to Upper Nile and Jonglei States. There has been no report of t kala azar 
incident during the reporting period; however, health partners are awaiting the final report of the assessment to 
determine the level of the situation in the state. 
Tuberculosis (TB): The SMoH and partners have released their third quarterly report on Tuberculosis (TB) cases in 
Unity State. The report indicated an increase of TB cases in the hospitals of Bentiu, Leer and Nyal in Panyijar beyond 
the coping capacity of the health centres. Request for drugs from GoSS, MoH to the hospitals to facilitate the effective 
treatment of the disease have been made and awaiting GoSS response. RCSO/OCHA to follow up with GoSS, MoH for 
the urgent delivery of TB drugs to Bentiu.  
National Immunization Days: The sixth polio immunization campaign ended on Dec 10. Report from SMoH and 
partners indicated that an estimated number of 400,000 children under five years have been reached, pending final 
confirmation. 

 

EASTERN EQUATORIA STATE 
Water and sanitation: International NGO reports that the water purification plant in Torit has been repaired.  
Tapping into food distributions: Allegedly, population from Lotukey payam cross frequently the border into Uganda 
to try to benefit from food distributions in both South Sudan and Uganda. Approximately 175 individuals are said to 
have permanently establish themselves in Uganda because of food insecurity. 
Food security: Pockets of food insecurity are reported in Budi County. Allegedly, there are attacks by Toposa on 
Didinka due to food security gap.  
Human Rights: The Human Rights day was celebrated in Torit with Minister Monoja, Cabinet Affairs Under-Sec. 
Presidential Affairs, and other dignitaries.  

 

WESTERN EQUATORIA STATE (WES) 
Voter Registration: Registration was ended on Dec 7 with reportedly over 300,000 people, around 50% of the 
population. The Acting Governor Col informed that the state intended to request for an extension due to a late start.  
LRA: There were no reports on LRA attacks during the week. State officials informed about the surrender of about 100 
LRA fighters. To facilitate surrender, state authorities are run programmes on Yambio FM Radio asking LRA fighters to 
surrender and be rehabilitated in Uganda. Similar programmes are reported in the radio in Congo DRC, to target 
Dominic’s group which is currently operating in Nabiapai area. Leaflets are also to be dropped in CAR where Khony’s 
group is assumed to operate. 
Spontaneous returns: Force Protection and UNMO patrols report IDPs have started to return to Nadiengere area. Local 
communities expressed concern over present Ambororos and Dinka cattle herders and only five policemen. 
CAFOD/DOT/Y reported that most of the IDPs who had fled Bagidi, Yangiri a couple of months ago have returned 
home. 
Health: German Red Cross and SRCS announced a handover of a Health Unit to MoH in Tindoka. CMMB has begun 
HIV testing in several locations in Yambio, had already tested 180 people and will soon start PMTCT (Prevention of 
Mother to Child Transmission) programs. 
Food Distribution to refugees: December food distribution in Makpandu camp by UNHCR is on-going. INTERSOS 
started youth committee and training programs, and other income generation activities. Reportedly, many of the 
refugees were sleeping in the town center because they felt very unsafe in the refugee camp location.  
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IDP: Dec 9-11 a joint inter-agency IDPs verification was conducted by UNMIS/RRR, WFP, IOM INTERSOS, MSF Spain 
and SSRRC in Yambio County. About 1,756 IDPs displaced from Biliamburu, Sakure, Birishi, Baramangu and Gangura 
between August and September 2009 were verified and registered, issued with WFP token cards. Some High Energy 
biscuits were distributed immediately after the verification exercise as part of initial assistance before food distribution 
by WFP. 
IDPs Statistics: There are tentatively 81,378 IDPs and 12,295 refugees of 3535 Households in WES, pending official 
confirmation. (There are some disparities with SSRC figures for Ezo). Total Returnees, including organized and 
spontaneous are reportedly 42,738 Individuals.  
UP COMING EVENTS  
CPA Day celebration in January 2010. 
On 18 December Weekly UNST meeting. 
On 08 December Weekly UNMIS Team Leaders’ meeting. 
On 18 December ASMT meeting. 
01 January Continuous meeting with UNMIS/RRR and RCSO on merger. 

The RCSO Weekly Report is a consolidation of weekly field reports produced by RCSO field offices, based on information from state level United 
Nations, NGO and government partners. For further information or state contact details, please contact jamala@un.org (HERR/RCSO Khartoum) 
or  Sandra Kugonsa Isingoma: isingomas@un.org  (RCSO Juba). For previous reports, please refer to: http://rco.unsudanig.org/ . 

 
ABBREVIATIONS: 
AWD: Acute Water Diarrhoea 
CSAC: Community Security and Arms Control Programme 
CHF: Common Humanitarian Fund 
DG: Director-General 
EC: European Commission 
GBV: gender based violence 
HAC: Humanitarian Aid Commission 
RRR: Return, Reintegration and Recovery 

SAC: Sudan AIDS Commission 
SMOA: State Ministry of Agriculture 
SMOH: State Ministry of Health 
SRRC: Sudan Recovery and Relief Commission 
WAD: World AIDS Day 
WG: Working Group 
WES: Water , Environment and Sanitation 
UNST: UN State Team 
USG: Undersecretary General 

mailto:saeed5@un.org
http://rco.unsudanig.org/

