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Scope of floods 
 
This year, floods have affected around 800,000 people in 13 countries in West 
Africa (Mali, Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Niger, Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal, The Gambia, 
Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Togo, Sierra Leone, Benin and Ghana)1. The situation is especially 
worrisome in the following countries: Ghana (over 330,000 affected), Togo (over 
120,000 affected), Burkina Faso (over 92,900 affected) and Mali (over 42,000 affected). 
 
Situation and response 
Highlights 

- So far Ghana, Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Togo have requested international 
assistance.    

 
- The CERF has allocated USD 1,017,103 to Mali while CERF requests from 

Ghana (USD 2,496,956) and Togo (USD 1.415.260) are being treated.  
 

- Ghana launched a flash appeal of US $ 10 million on 4 October and the one 
for Burkina Faso is under preparation. 

 
- A stock from Brindisi is expected to arrive to Burkina Faso on 4 October. The 

Government of Mali (The Civil Protection Office) has also sent, on 2 October, a 
request to Brindisi. 

 
Ghana 
Flooding in the Upper East Region, Upper West Region, Northern Region and parts of the 
Western Region have affected 332,600 people and caused the death of 56 according to 
the Government. Material damage reported includes the destruction of 34,337 houses, 
crops (over 8,000 acres), roads and other public infrastructure. Disrupted infrastructure 
is a major impediment to accessing the affected areas and the distribution of relief 
assistance. Most of the affected populations have been relocated to school buildings, 
while some families are staying with relatives and friends.  
 
Findings of the joint assessment report conducted from 17 to 20 September revealed 
that immediate needs include food, safe drinking water, mosquito nets. In addition, there 
is an urgent need for shelter for people staying out in the open air and in public buildings 
notably schools.  
 
The effects of floods combined with those of the severe drought occurred in June/July 
have exacerbated the difficult living conditions of vulnerable families. Market prices have 
doubled for most commodities. Lack of safe drinking water remains another major 
concern. Moreover, health workers report an increase in the number of malaria and 
diarrhea cases. Concerns are raised by humanitarians regarding the capacity of host 

                                                 
1 Breakdown of flood related figures is annexed to the report. 
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families to support displaced population burden. Families are already facing problems to 
properly feed themselves and having to host victims of the flood may further aggravate 
their already precarious food security situation. Furthermore occupied schools delay the 
starting and the normal functioning of schools. Affected populations need to be relocated 
in appropriate shelters and provided with food and non food items during this period of 
high vulnerably as a result of the loss of most of their properties and means of living. 
Relocating displaced will avoid to further delay the opening of the school year which 
should have started on 11 September.   
 
Response  
The Government is assisting the affected populations with food and non food items. On 
12 September, the President of Ghana released an estimated USD 6, 6 millions for the 
provision of relief items and for the evacuation of people and distribution operations. The 
Government is also benefiting from the support of partners. 

The United Nations have fielded an UNDAC team to support the UNCT in the assessments 
operations. OCHA Regional Office in West Africa also deployed a surge capacity team to 
support the coordination activities. In the range of assistance provided by the United 
Nations, the UNDP in Ghana has mobilized USD 100,000 to support the emergency relief 
coordination and announced an additional allocation of USD 250,000 to support 
communities affected by the flood. Furthermore UNICEF and WFP have distributed 
through the Government relief items including emergency kit, water container, cooking 
set, tents, toilets school kits and high energy biscuits in the affected areas.  

According to the Inter-ministerial Task Force for the Management of the Flood2, the 
following organizations and individuals have so far donated relief items: NADMO; 
Governments of France, Japan, China, Spain; the United Nations; Christians Helping 
Children International; Action Aid; Rain Bow Aid; ADRA; Islamic Council; and many 
private companies. International NGOs such as Concern Universal, Care, Catholic Relief 
Services, Plan, World Vision and Oxfam are actively involved in the assessments of the 
situation and in the response. 

Some organizations (ECHO, the European Commission, DFID, USAID, Irish Aid, and the 
Governments of Canada, Australia, Italia, Germany and NGOs) have also pledged various 
relief items in support of the victims.  

WFP, UNICEF, UNFPA and WHO have requested USD $ 2,496,956 from the United 
Nations Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) for life saving projects in the sectors of 
food, nutrition, health and water and sanitation for the benefit of 75,000 people. 

Meanwhile the NGOs and the United Nations agencies launched on 4 October a flash 
appeal of USD 10 million to cover humanitarian needs for a six-month period.   

Burkina Faso 
Floods have affected over 92,900 affected and caused more than 28,000 displaced, 33 
deaths and 73 injured. Floods have also destroyed food stocks like in Lorum where 786 
granaries were washed away. According to FAO, there are risks of epizooties as the 
pastures are flooded. Homes, schools, dykes and bridges have been damaged by floods.  
 
Immediate needs include water and sanitation, food, prevention from epidemics, support 
to affected farmers and cattle breeders. In a request sent on 12 September to the UN, 
Government insisted on urgent need of 400 tents of 36 places each.  

                                                 
2 Source: website of the Inter Ministerial Task Force as of 24 September. 
http://www.mint.gov.gh/ghanafloods/news11.html  
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Response 
 
As of 17 September, the Burkina Faso government has invested about 800,000 USD to 
assist victims. UNICEF has provided non-food items, drugs and food for children for a 
total amount of over 186,000 USD. A total of 13,000 anti-malaria pills, anti- cholera 
flacons and other emergency medicines, 4.5 tons of food, 100 mosquito nets, 2 tents, 
some chlorine bleach and blankets have been delivered by the NGO Save the Children in 
close collaboration with the local authorities, communities and health centres. Other 
NGOs such as MSF Luxembourg, Red Cross Burkina Faso, AEC and Oxfam International 
also brought their assistance.  
 
The Government of Italy has decided to provide humanitarian aid to 50,000 persons. The 
operation consists of the provision of 35 mt of relief aid, including 5.000 jerry cans, 
4.000 mosquito net, 244 tents from the United Nations Logistic Base in Brindisi, Italy. 
The overall cost of the contribution is about 310.000 USD. Items expected to arrive in 
Burkina Faso, on 4 October, will be distributed by the local Italian Office of Cooperation 
and the WFP Country Representative operating on the field. A flash appeal is under 
preparation. 

Mali 
Torrential rains that fell in Mali late July cased nine deaths and affected 42,662 including 
4,576 homeless, according to authorities. In a declaration released on 22 September, the 
Government stated that 17 people were injured, 4,829 houses collapsed and 3,778 
hectares of cropped farmed flooded.  
 
Response- According to Malian authorities 356 tonnes of cereals have been distributed to 
flood victims who also received aid in kind. The CERF has approved a WFP and UNICEF 
request of USD 1,017,103 for the assistance of 20,000 for a three-month period. 
 
In addition, a request has been sent to United Nations Logistic Base of Brindisi for 
additional relief items. 
 
Togo                                                                                                                                                  
According to the Togolese Direction of Social Affairs, some 120,000 people were affected 
by floods in the Savanes region in Togo including 23 deaths and 77 injured. Floods also 
made 11, 483 homeless as they destroyed 29,474 houses. Government officials in 
Kpendjal, one of the most affected areas stated in a report issued on 3 September that 
many villages were cut off from major health centres and commercial activity.  
 
Needs and Response- Local officials in the Savanes region said people in the flood-
affected areas urgently need tents, food, water, medicines, mosquito nets, salt, petrol 
and matches. The Togolese government is providing initial relief supplies including food, 
medicines and blankets. UNICEF, the Red Cross and WFP have pre-positioned food, drugs 
and other non food items to prevent potential waterborne illnesses and assist children 
with school material. School opening that was due 17 September was postponed to 17 
October. Togo has requested USD 1.415.260 from the CERF.  

Mauritania  
In Mauritania, heavy rains recorded between August and September have caused floods 
in the southern regions of Tintane, Barkeol, Guidimakha and Gorgol. Populations affected 
are estimated at 30,000. Floods have caused the destruction of thousands of houses and 
many homeless.  
 
Response- Assessment missions were fielded by authorities to assess damage and bring 
first assistance to populations. The Government has received assistance from partners 
such as UN, NGOs, Red Cross Movement, ECHO, USAID, Algeria, Germany, Qatar, Libya, 
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Tunisia. No more assistance is yet requested by the Government as needs are covered by 
Government and international partners. However, WFP have appealed for donors 
urgently to contribute US$3.8 million or 4,440 metric tons of food to head off a three-
month break in supplies for the benefit of flood victims and expected repatriated 
Mauritanian refugees from Senegal. 
 
Niger 
Continuous rains between August and September have resulted in flooding in all regions 
of Niger. According to the Government Disaster Management Cell, some 7, 349 
households or about 57,264 people have so far been affected.  
 
Response- As of 20 September 2007, 1604, 52 Mts of food have been provided by WFP, 
the Red Cross and the Government. While the Food Crisis Cell has ensured its ability to 
cover current and arising needs in terms of food assistance, 21 862 blankets and 21 862 
mosquito nets are yet to be mobilized. So far, the rehabilitation of homes is estimated at 
220 000 USD and the only resources provided have been donated by the BCPR (75000 
USD) and the government (37 715 USD). A gap of 112 715 USD is to be filled by the 
West Africa Monetary Union and the government. 
 
Liberia3  
Heavy rains in August caused floods in some areas in Monrovia. An estimate of 17,000 
people is considered to be affected. With support from UNDP and UNICEF, the Ministry of 
Public Works has constructed platforms to install ten water bladders in six communities 
affected by flooding in and around Monrovia. Water trucking began immediately after the 
installation of the platforms, thereby providing safe drinking water to residents of these 
areas.  

USAID provided a grant of US$ 35,000 to the Liberia National Red Cross Society to assist 
people affected by the flood. The funds would be used to provide shelter and non-food 
items, to replenish the Red Cross relief stock, and to conduct hygiene awareness.  

A UNDP disaster risk-reduction consultant is in the country to conduct a risk reduction 
national capacity needs assessment and develop a work plan for a disaster reduction plan 
and policy. He will work with the National Disaster Relief Commission and key actors.  

Regional coordination  
OCHA Regional Office for West Africa has deployed missions in Ghana, Mauritania, Togo 
and Burkina Faso for coordination support to the United Nations Country teams. Regular 
meetings and briefings on the situation are held at regional level.  
 
OCHA Regional Office in West Africa is centralising existing information and issuing 
weekly situation reports. Other documents related to floods in West Africa are available 
in OCHA ROWA website at http://ochaonline2.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=10305 and in 
reliefweb at http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=FL-2007-
000141-NGA&rc=1  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3Source : UNMIL. 

For more information, please contact Mrs. Katy Thiam at: thiamk@un.org  
Or M. Ndiaga Seck at: seckn@un.org 
 



 5 

 

West Africa Floods Matrix 
Last Updated : 3 October 2007 

 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - Regional Office for West Africa - Information Management Unit 

Population  

Country 
 

Localities 
Affected Displaced Deaths Source 

 

Gvt 
Appeal

 

Response Gap Period of 
Flood Status of Request 

Burkina 

Hauts 
bassins, 
Regions 

Centre-Est, 
Plateau 
Central, 

Centre, Nord, 
Centre-Nord, 
Centre-Sud, 
Boucle du 
Mouhoun, 
Cascades, 
Sahel et 

Centre-Ouest 

93 970 28000 46 Conasur/Gov Yes 
Gov 400 million CFA ($800,000) 

for food, medicine but more 
needed. Morocco, Red Cross 
Movement, UNICEF, NGOs. 

food + 400 
tents (28 
people 
each) +  

NFI 

August 
and 

September

 

-Flash appeal under preparation 
                              
- On 4 October: arrival from Brindisi of 35 
mt emergency goods B9including 5.000 
jerry cans, 4.000 mosquito net, 244 tents 
(value USD310,000) for 50,000 people 
 

C. d'Ivoire 
 

Agboville 
 

2 000   IRIN    August  

Gambia Sinchu Bala 300   FICR    
 

July and 
August 

 

 

Ghana 

Northern 
Region, 

Upper east, 
Upper West, 

parts of 
Western 
region 

332 600  56 Gov Yes 
UNDAC, UN, NGOs, Red Cross, 
ECHO (500,000 euros), DFID, 

USAID, GVT (3,3 M USD) WFP 
(25 MT of High Energy Biscuits) 

 
August 

and 
September

      Ghana Request CERF pending 
status:  $ 2,496,956 (UNICEF:  • 
Assistance to flood victims $235,756• 
Health sector support for flood victims in the 
three northern regions of Ghana, parts of 
western, and Volta Region $168,201• 
Assistance to flood victims $80,765 
FAO:  Emergency supply of fertilizers for 
flood-affected farmers $252,413 
UNFPA: Health sector support for flood 
victims in the three northern regions of 
Ghana, partsof western, and Volta Region 
$259,871 
WFP:  Assistance to populations displaced 
by floods $1,499,950)and Flash Appeal 
under preparation 

Liberia Monrovia 17000  1 UNMIL    August  

Mali 

(Régions de 
Kayes, 

Koulikoro, 
Sikasso, 

Segou, Mopti)

42 662 4576 9 DPC/Gov  

 

356 tonnes of cereals (GVT)WFP 
(food for 15,000 people in 

August, to 20,000 people over 3 
months) 

WFP 
expressed 
need for 1 

million 
USD 

July & 
August 

           CERF approved   USD1,017,103 
UNICEF:  Assistance to flood victims 
($476,029) 
WFP:  Assistance to flood victims 
($541,074)                                   
Request of relief items submitted to 
Brindisi 
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Mauritania 
Tintane, 

Gorgol and 
Assaba 

30 000   FICR Yes 

UN, NGOs, Red Cross 
Movement, ECHO, USAID, 

Algeria, Germany, Qatar, Libya, 
Tunisia etc) WFP (food to 

12,425) 

 August & 
Sept 

WFP have appealed for donors to 
contribute US$3.8 million or 4,440 metric 
tons of food to head off a three-month break 
in supplies for the benefit of flood victims 
and expected repatriated Mauritanian 
refugees from Senegal. 

Niger 
30 localities in 
all regions of 

Niger 
57 264  7 Gov  

 

BCPR (75,000 USD), WFP 
(,1604,52 Mts of food), NGOs, 

Red Cross Movement, GVT (37, 
715 USD), Canada (200,000 

USD), West African  Economic 
and Monetary Union 

(53000USD) 
 

112,715 
USD + 
21,862 

blankets + 
21,862 

mosquito 
nets 

Need of 
USD 

53579 
(4921 

blankets 
and 3493 
mosquito 

nets 

Niger 

Nigeria 

 

Plateau, 
Borno, Lagos, 

Kebbi, 
Taraba, 
Sokoto, 

Nassarawa 
 

50 000  68 IRIN  Action Aid, Red Cross Movement  August & 
Sept  

Senegal 
Saint Louis, 

Diourbel, 
Thies 

3 100   Gov  Gov, Red Cross Movement  
 

August & 
Sept 

 

 

 

Sierra 
Leone 

 

Kroo Bay 
area 

(Freetown) 
4 500   SC  SC,  August  

Benin nord Benin 
(Malaville) 2 000   Media    

 

Mid 
September

 

 

Togo 

North eastern 
region 

Savanes (Oti, 
Tone, 

Kpendial, 
Tandjouare, 
Cinkasse) 

with alarming 
rate of 

malnutrition 

120 000 11483 23 Gov/UN Yes 
GVT (100,000 $), RC, ECHO 

(500,000 euros), WFP (56 
tons),UNICEF (100,000$ in kits) 

 

Estimated 
at 

2,653,929$ 
of which 

WFP 
needs US$ 
1.4 million 
(2,300 MT) 

for 2 
months 

rations to 
60,000 
people 

 

August & 
Sept 

Togo has appealed for CERF Rapid 
Response at 1.415.260 USD. This 

application is still pending. No Flash Appeal 
is expected. 

Total 798665 44 059 210  

 


