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Activities and Updates 

Update on utilisation of CERF 
funding in response to the Global 
Food Crisis. 
FAO was the main recipient of CERF monies in 

response to the GFC in Burundi. FAO’s project 

aimed at increasing food production thus improving 

access to food for households in rural, peri-urban 

and urban areas who became food insecure as a 

result of the Global Food Crisis. Activities started in 

October, as soon as FAO received the CERF funds 

in October. 

BAQN (Bujumbura urban and peri-urban), PARMA 

ALIMENTA (Rubilizi, Kivoga and Mpanda), CEPBU 

(Maramvya, Rukaramu, Gatumba and Buringa) 

Direction Provinciale Agriculture et Elevage –DPAE- 

(Bujumbura rural Kanyosha) were selected as 

cooperating partners and the identification of 

beneficiaries was completed. The procurement of 

agricultural inputs such as vegetable and other 

staple food seeds, fertilisers, pesticides and foot 

pumps for water harvesting is under way and will be 

available for the 2009B farming season which starts 

in February. Because of the variety and quantities 

required and of the limited local availability, some of 

the agricultural inputs are being imported. 

Other activities which involve the rehabilitation of 

marshlands and the development of micro-irrigation 

schemes will start as soon as the required inputs are 

delivered. 

Leaflets and booklets in Kirundi with instructions on 

the proper utilisation of the inputs and tools are 

being written and will be distributed to the 

beneficiaries along with the seeds and tools. 

Repatriation of Burundian Refugees 
During the reporting period, 1,156 returnees arrived 

in Burundi. All of them returned from Tanzania via 

Makamba, except for five persons who arrived by air 

from South Africa. Among those who returned via 

Makamba, 628 returnees came from Mtabila refugee 

camp, whereas 523 were former 1972 refugees from 

Katumba settlement.  

Since the beginning of this year, a total of 87,666 

Burundian refugees have returned: 435 in January, 

1,991 in February, 8,377 in March, 6,675 in April, 

5,272 in May, 19,635 in June, 17,504 in July, 9,642 

in August, and 8,439 in September, 6,863 in 

October, and 2,833 so far in November. The figures 

include the return of 25,393 refugees from 1972.  

UNHCR opens new antenna offices in 
southern Burundi 
UNHCR opened two antenna offices on 18 

November in the cities of Bururi and Rutana in 

southern Burundi, with a total of seven national staff 

members. They will further strengthen UNHCR’s 

programs in the provinces of Bururi and Rutana, in 

which returnees face a number of reintegration 

challenges. In particular, access to land remains a 

concern for many of the former 1972 refugees who 

have returned to the region. 

Protection and community 
reintegration of returnees 
The Legal Aid Clinic Project of the African Centre for 

the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD) 

successfully mediated in 6 disputes Nyanza-Lac, 

Rumonge, Gisuru and Cendajuru communes. Out of 

6 disputes, 5 were related to land and 1 related to 

family law. These disputes were related to land. In 

addition, ACCORD conducted 2 conflict 

management trainings in the communes of Rumonge 

and Gitanga for 50 community leaders. Finally, 18 

people received legal advice from ACCORD and 

were after referred to either Avocats sans Frontières 

(ASF) or to relevant judiciary institutions. These 

initiatives assisted towards the reintegration of 

returnees into communities, the promotion of 

reconciliation and the protection of returnees. 
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Human rights 
After restrictions on the exercise of civil and political 

rights were reported, Human Rights & Justice 

Offices followed up the appearance of Mr. Alexis 

Sinduhije, leader of non-registered Mouvement pour 

la Securité et la démocratie (MSD) party, on 11 

Nov., at the Prosecutor’s office in Bujumbura Mairie. 

Mr. Sinduhije was charged with contempt to the 

Head of State on the basis of the content of 

documents seized by Police during his arrest and he 

was transferred to Mpimba central prison. The 37 

alleged MSD sympathisers, arrested along with him, 

were all released between 5-10 Nov. 

In the Bururi province, the HR&JOs documented two 

cases of cruel and inhuman or degrading treatment 

attributed to the local administration and the FDN, as 

well as a case of excessive use of force by a PNB 

agent in Bururi Province. Although they could 

ascertain that police investigations are underway in 

the latter case, the perpetrators in the two other 

cases have yet to be prosecuted. 

On 11 Nov., public hearings were held before 

Tribunal de Grande Instance of Muramvya in the 

case of the three policemen of the Groupement 

Mobile d'Intervention Rapide (GMIR) unit accused of 

committing acts of torture in Rutegama Commune, 

Muramvya Province in Oct. 2007. The TGI has 

adjourned to deliberate on preliminary motions. On 

13 Nov., another public hearing was held in the case 

of the four summary executions perpetrated in 

Aug.2006 in Kinama Commune, Bujumbura Mairie. 

The TGI postponed the hearings until 26 Jan.09 to 

summon the police agent and to allow time for the 

alleged SNR agent to find a lawyer. 

On 13 Nov, the HR&JD held a training session on 

magistrates’ ethics within the framework of the 

administration of courts and the professionalization 

of the judiciary. Forty participants, including 13 

women from Muramvya Province jurisdictions, were 

in attendance.  

Within the framework of the integrated strategy to 

prevent sexual violence against women and 

children, the HR&JD conducted, this week, a five-

day workshop, organized in collaboration with the 

Burundian National Police, in Makamba, for 28 PNB 

officers from Makamba, Rutana and Bururi 

provinces. HR&JOs also conducted 18 sessions in 9 

provinces for a total of 946 participants, including 

418 men and 102 boys. 

Food Security/Agriculture 
As part of its efforts to improve food security FAO 

has working to eradicate the cassava mosaic in 

Burundi; the cassava mosaic is a plant pathogenic 

virus of the family Geminiviridae that may cause 

either a mosaic appearance to plant leaves, or 

chlorosis, a loss of chlorophyll which severely affect 

the growth of the edible roots. 

FAO started its Cassava Programme in 2005 in the 

pilot centre of Mparambo (Cibitoke), where it started 

multiplying varieties resistant to the disease. The 

resistant varieties were provided by the ISABU 

(Institute for Agronomic Science in Burundi). The 

programme has reached a stage where cuttings can 

be distributed to vulnerable households for food 

production. 

In October 2008, the distribution of cuttings started 

Rumonge (Bururi province) for 330 recently 

repatriated households settled in the village of 

Mutambara. The distribution is now taking place in 

the other provinces of the plain of Imbo (Cibitoke, 

Bubanza, Bujumbura Rural and Makamba) 

Randa (Bubanza) is one of the many sites where 

cassava plants resistant to the severe mosaic are 

being grown. Cutting harvested from Randa will be 

provided to 3,000 households from the Commune of 

Gihanga which food production had also been 

affected by locusts’ invasion September 2008. 

FAO will provide cutting to 150000 vulnerable 

households (500 cuttings per household) for the 

seasons agricultural 2009A and 2009B. 

Randa, November 2008. Variety MM96/0287(shown) can 
produce 15 to 20 T/ha. With its orange flesh (note the 
characteristic colour on the cut root), it is rich in carotene, 
precursors of vitamin A 


