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Event Title: Earthquake  
Date of onset: Tuesday, January 12, 2010
Location of the event: Haiti  

 
 

Time :  Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 21:53:09 UTC 
   Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 04:53:09 PM at epicenter  
   Wednesday, January   13, 2010 at 03:53:09 AM - Dhaka 

Duration : More than a minute 
  
Magnitude : 7.0 M Richter scale 
Intensity : Strong to Severe 
  
Depth : 10 km (6.2 miles) set by location program 
Location : Latitude, Longitude: 18.451°N, 72.445°W;  
Distance of 
Epicenter 

: 15 km (10 miles) SW of PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
140 km (90 miles) E of Les Cayes, Haiti 
145 km (90 miles) WNW of Barahona, Dominican Republic 
1140 km (710 miles) SE of Miami, Florida 

Damage : All communications with the island went down after the earthquake and no 
details were immediately available on any people killed or injured in the 
disaster. 

Tsunami 
alert 

A tsunami alert for the Carribean region was immediately issued after the 
earthquake struck at 2153 GMT. A specific warning was issued for Haiti, 
Cuba, the Bahamas and Dominican Republic. 

 
The strongest earthquake in more than 200 years measuring 7.0 rocked the impoverished 
Caribbean nation of Haiti Tuesday toppling buildings and causing widespread damage and panic, 
according to the AFP. US officials reported bodies in the streets and an aid official described 
"total disaster and chaos." Communications were widely disrupted, making it impossible to get a 
full picture of damage as powerful aftershocks shook a desperately poor country where many 
buildings are flimsy. Electricity was out in some places. According to a aid group, there must be 
thousands of people dead.  
 
Haiti earthquake occurred in the boundary region separating the Caribbean plate and the North 
America plate. Haiti occupies the western part of the island of Hispaniola, one of the Greater 
Antilles islands, situated between Puerto Rico and Cuba.  The temblor appeared to have occurred 
along a strike-slip fault, where one side of a vertical fault slips horizontally past the other, said 
earthquake expert Tom Jordan at the University of Southern California. The quake's size and 
proximity to populated Port-au-Prince likely caused widespread casualties and structural 
damage, he said. 
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Tuesday's quake was felt in the Dominican Republic, which shares a border with Haiti on the 
island of Hispaniola, and some panicked residents in the capital of Santo Domingo fled from 
their shaking homes. But no major damage was reported there. 
 
The Pacific Tsunami Warning center issued a tsunami warning for countries bordering the 
Caribbean sea, after the powerful 7.0 quake rocked Haiti. This message applies to the countries 
within and bordering the Caribbean sea except for Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 

 
Source:  
http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/latest_news.php?nid=21612
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/recenteqsww/Quakes/us2010rja6.php#summary
http://www.gdacs.org/reports.asp?eventType=EQ&ID=72809&system=asgard&location=HTI&a
lertlevel=Red&glide_no=&datetime=20100112&groupid=72807
http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Fears_of_major_catastrophe_as_7.0_quake_rocks_Haiti_999.
html
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