
CHA SITUATION REPORT
EASTERN PROVINCE

(Ampara, Batticaloa and Trincomalee)
October 2006

General Situation

Ampara

There is no improvement in the weather condition in the district despite passing showers in certain areas. The 
monsoons have yet not begun. Though the cultivators have prepared their land for the Maha cultivation, they 
are unable to do anything without rain.

Despite the distribution of water by the Government and NGOs through bousers, a shortage of portable water 
still prevails. The amount distributed by the Government and NGOs is insufficient as the demand is high.

As per reports, there have been five killings during October, all by unknown gunmen. Two had sustained 
injuries from a shoot out.

Security Issues

Batticaloa

Security in Government held areas in the Batticaloa District has been strengthened following a number of 
incidents in the East. A number of abductions and killings by unidentified group s have been reported. Troops 
of the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) have been deployed in the streets. Some main roads near Police stations and 
Army camps were closed after 06.00 p.m. (DO Observation)

Batticaloa

On the 03rd of  October,  a  38–year–old  Police  constable  from Kanagar  Nagar,  Pottuvil  was  shot dead by 
unknown gunmen while he was on his way to duty.

On the 08th of October, a gang shot dead a 47–year–old Samurdhi Officer at his residence. He succumbed to 
his injuries despite the intensive treatment at the Akkaraipattu Hospital.

On the  11th of  November,  a  24–year–old  member of  the Karuna  Group from Kumburumulai,  Kiraan – 
Batticaloa was shot dead by unknown gunmen. He had been purchasing goods at the Akkaraipattu public 
market with his wife at the time of the incident.

On the 04th of October, a 25–year–old owner of a video shop in Akkaraipattu was shot at his residence by 
unidentified persons. He sustained severe injuries.

A police security checkpoint in the Damana police area came under attack during the early hours of the 17 th of 
October. A home guard sustained severe injuries in the attack.

Batticaloa

A claymore mine exploded at Kiran Korakallimadu area along Eravur–Valaichchenai Road in the Batticaloa 
District. Sri Lanka Army (SLA) troops on a road patrol escaped unhurt. The claymore mine exploded before 
the bomb disposal squad of the SLA reached the site upon a tip off.
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A mother of seven was injured when tiger cadres and paramilitary cadres exchanged fire in Chunkankerny, 
Valaichchenai. The 51–year–old mother was rushed to the Valaichchenai Hospital and was later transferred to 
the Batticaloa Teaching Hospital.

An unidentified assailant shot dead a Police constable with a pistol near a liquor bar at Paddiruppu Junction, 
Kaluwanchikudy 24km southeast of the Batticaloa Town. The 45–year–old Police Constable succumbed to his 
injuries while being transferred from the Kaluwanchikudy Hospital to the Ampara Hospital.

Clashes between orthodox Muslims and an Islamic sect that preaches pantheism resurfaced in Kattankudy, a 
Muslim town, and continued for two days. Thirty–two houses and a van were damaged and three motorbikes 
were burnt.

An unknown group abducted the Dean of the Eastern University Arts Faculty was abducted while he was 
returning to his residence in the Batticaloa Town. He was released near his home on the night of the 12 th of 
October, after being held captive for ten days.

On the 09th of October, unidentified gunmen opened fire on a security patrol unit of the Chenkaladi Police 
near the Chenkalady Police sentry point. One Police constable succumbed to his injuries on the way to the 
Eravu District Hospital. No one was injured in the Police retaliatory fire. The Batticaloa–Chenkaladi Road was 
closed for more than an hour, during which the Police conducted a search operation in the area. No one was 
arrested. The Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) was informed of the incident.

On the 10th of October, an armed group set off a claymore mine targeting the Komanthurai Sri Lanka Army 
(SLA) road patrol unit on Theevu Road at Vantharumoolai in the Eravur Police division. A 26–year–old SLA 
soldier  sustained  severe  injuries  and  was  rushed  to  the  Polonnaruwa  Hospital.  The  attackers  and  SLA 
exchanged gunfire for approximately half an hour following the attack on the road patrol. No one was arrested 
in a subsequent SLA search in the area. Vantharumoolai is the entry point to the LTTE–controlled area in the 
Batticaloa District as per the Ceasefire Agreement of 2002.

The  Planning  Director  of  Oxfam,  Batticaloa  laid  the  foundation  stone  for  the  housing  scheme  in 
Santhipuram,  Kaluthavalai  in  the  Manmunai  South  Eruvilpattu  Regional  Secretariat  where  Oxfam  will 
construct twenty–two houses worth Rs. 850,000/- each.

On the 16th of October, unidentified men shot and killed a home guard near a fuel station in Aariampathy, 
Batticaloa. The victim had been waiting for a bus to report for duty at a Police checkpoint in Kallady when he 
was shot. The victim, 35–year–old father of one, succumbed to his injuries on the way to the Batticaloa Teaching 
Hospital.

On the 18th of October, armed men opened fire at a Sri Lanka Army (SLA) unit of the Murakodanchenai SLA 
camp in Sithandy, Eravur Police division in the Batticaloa District. A 33–year–old SLA soldier was seriously 
injured in the attack and was rushed to Polonnaruwa Hospital. No one was hurt in the SLA retaliatory fire and 
no one was arrested in the subsequent search operation conducted by the SLA.

Unidentified gunmen shot dead a Tamil Police constable at a bus halt close to the Kurukal Madam Special 
Task Force (STF) camp in Batticaloa. The constable was attached to the Kallady Police station in Batticaloa. A 
43–year–old father of four from of Kurukal Madam, died instantly when gunmen fired at him while he waiting 
for a bus on his way to work from home.

On the 19th of October, unidentified gunmen shot dead a young mother living at Selvanayagam Road in Sinna 
Urani, in the Batticaloa Municipal limits. The 32–year–old mother of one was shot at her residence when the 
gunmen summoned her outside. Her husband was working in the Middle East at the time of the incident. Her 
body was taken to the Batticaloa Teaching Hospital for an autopsy and the Batticaloa Police is conducting 
further investigation.
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Adherence  to/or  Violation  of  Human  Rights  Standards  (HRC  Reports,  Child  Rights 
Indicators, Release and Recruitment Statistics from UNICEF, Reduction in Assassinations, 
Abductions and Disappearances, etc.)

Ampara

ABDUCTIONS

Quite a number of abductions have taken place in the Tamil areas namely, Thirukkovil, Thambattai, Kolavil, 
Vinayagapuram and Akkaraipattu. It was reported that more than thirty youths in the age group of 16–25 years 
have become the target of the abductors. Further, the relatives of the abducted youths are subjected to threat 
and assault.

The LTTE summoned a 23–year–old of Panamai Pattu Komari for an inquiry at the Political Wing Office at 
Thangavelauthapuram. The boy’s father had accompanied him to the office where he was later detained. The 
parents were advised to lodge a complaint to the Akkaraipattu Police Station and the SLMM. CHA forwarded 
this case to the Human Rights Commission at Kalmunai.

Five masons, ranging from 18 to 22 years in age, have been missing since the 11 th of October. The youngsters 
had been on their way to work when they went missing and have not returned home since. The parents were 
advised to lodge an entry at the Akkaraipattu Police Station and to report the case to SLMM at Akkaraipattu. 
CHA forwarded the case to Human Right Commission at Kalmunai.

Subsistence Needs

Ampara

HEALTH

World Vision provided equipment to the Dental Unit of the Pottuvil District Hospital. In addition, World 
Vision is providing assistance for education, health, and income generation activities in the Ampara District.

The Finnish Red Cross pledged to provide funds to construct a new hospital in place of Ninthavoor District 
Hospital, which was completely destroyed in the tsunami. The new hospital will be constructed in the same site 
as the previous hospital due to the unavailability of land. The total allocation for the three–storied hospital, 
which will be 2200 sq. ft. with 102 beds, laboratory, administration department, X–Ray and Dental Units, and 
OPD, is approximately Rs. 165 million. Construction work will commence in mid December 2006.

A medical camp was conducted at the Karaitivu Sri Shanmuga Vidyalaya for forty tsunami affected children 
who had lost their parents.

Access to Education

Ampara

A Canadian  Organisation  in  Kalmunai  has  assisted  one  hundred  and sixty–two  displaced  students  from 
Muttur.  Uniforms,  shoes  and  other  educational  equipment  worth  Rs.  250,000/-  were  provided  to  the 
displaced students.
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Two  children’s  homes  will  be  constructed  in  the  Ampara  District.  Two  new  buildings  will  be  built  for 
Thirunavukarasu Nayanar Kurukulam in Thambiluvil and St. Mary’s Home in Kalmunai. The Director of the 
NE Provincial Council Child Probation Department stated this.

Accessibility

Ampara

Sri Lanka Police in Ampara has introduced a Vehicle Travel Pass system. Any vehicle leaving Ampara has to 
obtain  this  pass.  The  application  form  requests  information  including  name  in  full,  address,  telephone 
number,  residence  (full  details),  date  of  birth,  purpose  of  travel,  date  of  travel;  vehicle  details  (vehicle 
registration number, engine number, chassis number, type of vehicle, model colour of vehicle); driving licence 
details (name of driver, address of driver, driving licence number, date of issue, valid class of vehicle, and NIC 
number). This has caused severe difficulty to the public and patients who are in need of immediate medical 
care and transport to hospitals out of the Ampara District.

Development Infrastructure

Ampara

Veeraicholai is an undeveloped Tamil village in the Ampara District, where ADB provided electricity at a cost 
of Rs. 6.5 million. In addition, one hundred houses are being constructed under the NECORD scheme at a 
cost of Rs. 25 million.

The Navithanveli Divisional Secretary states that eight MPs have allocated an amount of Rs. 2.17 million for 
the development of the Division. This includes schools, wells, roads, street lights, amongst others.

CHA provided livelihood assistance to twenty–six tsunami victims at RM Nagar, Pottuvil; assistance included 
rice pounding (seventeen persons), mat weaving (nine persons), and pottery (one person).

Beneficiaries of Rice Pounding and Mat Weaving
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Beneficiaries and Utensils of Rice Pounding and Mat Weaving

CHA assisted fourteen tsunami affected goldsmiths at Pandiruppu, Kalmunai. Complete sets of tools were 
provided to selected beneficiaries.

Meeting with Beneficiaries at Kalmunai
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Handing over Tools to a Beneficiary

M. Rajamoney.
CHA District Officer,
CHA – District Office, Ampara.

General Situation

Trincomalee

Search operations are continuing and people are moving out on a daily basis and leaving to India. The people 
displaced from Muttur continue to suffer due to the shortage of food supplies. Some armed groups continue to 
abduct the youths and students in the area. Parents send their children to India in fear. Students in the higher 
classes keep away from school out of fear of being abducted by armed groups.

Following  the  suicide  attack  on  a  Navy  Convoy  in  Habarana,  the  situation  in  Trincomalee  has  become 
increasingly tensed. Vehicles on the roads were in a rush soon after the incident. Security forces and the Police 
checked civilians at all checkpoints throughout Trincomalee. The situation returned to normal within two days 
of the incident.

Paramilitary  groups and other armed groups’  activities  have increased in Trincomalee during the last  few 
months. Several Heads of organisations have received anonymous life threatening calls. Many NGOs have 
temporarily halted or postponed their activities in certain areas due to current situation.

Trincomalee celebrated International Peace Day with schoolchildren releasing balloons. Every house lit oil 
lamps  at  the  entrance.  Many  NGO  representatives  gathered  at  the  beach  in  Trincomalee  to  observe 
International  Peace  Day  by  lighting  oil  lamps and releasing  balloons.  The event  was  organised  by  Social 
Development Research Organisation with the support of USAID/OTI Programme in Trincomalee.

People of Muttur moved to Kinniya and Kantale due to the fear of war created by an anonymous letter.

The Government has decided to put up a coal electricity plant in Sampoor.

World Mental Health Day was celebrated on the 10th of October, at the Trincomalee General Hospital.
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The Ministry of Education and Cultural Affairs conducted the North East Provincial Literary Festival on the 
16th of October, at Vivekananda College in Trincomalee.

The fourteen bodies of the fourteen ACF employees were exhumed for further investigations, on the 18 th of 
October in the presence of the Judges from Anuradhapura, Muttur and Trincomalee.

Security Situation

Trincomalee

Observance of the Ceasefire Agreement/Security Situation/Degree of Violence/Rebellion

The  Security  Forces  found  a  claymore  mine  on  the  01st of  October  at  Alasthottam,  Nilaveli  Road  in 
Trincomalee and defused it. (Virakesari 03–10–2006)

A  Tamil  youth  was  shot  dead  by  an  unidentified  gunman  on  the  16th of  October,  at  Alas  Garden  in 
Trincomalee. In a separate incident, a Tamil youth was shot dead at Alasthottam on the 17th of October.

A claymore mine targeting an Army vehicle was detonated on the 17th of October at the 06th Milepost, Nilaveli 
Road in Trincomalee. No damage was reported in the incident.
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Incidents in Trincomalee – October 2006

No. Incident Date Time Place Source
1. 0 Shot dead 30.09.2006 03.45 p.m. A Tamil youth Killiveddy Virakesari 04.10.2006

2. 0 Shot dead 16.10.2006 07.45 p.m. A Tamil youth Palaiyooyhu
Sooriyan FM 
17.10.2006

3. 0 Shot dead 16.10.2006 08.30 p.m. A Tamil youth Alasgarden
Sooriyan FM 
17.10.2006

4. 0
Shot dead
Wounded

17.10.2006 10.00 p.m. Tamil youths N. C. Road
Sooriyan FM 
17.10.2006

5. Shot dead 17.10.2006 07.00 p.m. A Tamil youth Anpuvelipuram
Security Network 

Trinco 17.10.2006

6. 0
Claymore 

attack
17.10.2006 10.45 a.m. – 06th Milepost Security Network

7. 1 Shot dead 18.10.2006 10.00 p.m. A  Tamil youth Thuvarangadu
Security Network 

Trinco 18.10.2006

8. Shot dead 19.10.2006 02.00 p.m. A Tamil youth Thirukkadaloor
Sooriyan FM 
19.10.2006

9. 1 Shot dead 20.10.2006
12.00 
noon

A Tamil youth Kanasapuram
Security Network 

Trinco 20.10.2006

10. Shot dead 22.10.2006 11.00 p.m. A Tamil youth Green Road
Sooriyan FM 
23.10.2006

11. 1 Shot dead 23.10.2006 01.00 p.m. A Tamil youth Serunuwara
Sooriyan FM 
23.10.2006

12. Shot dead 23.10.2006
Not 

known
A youth

St. Anthony’s 
Lane

Security Network

13. 1 Abduction 24.10.2006 – Five persons Thiriyai Security Network
14. 1 Shot dead 27.10.2006 08.10 p.m. Two persons 03rd Milepost CPN
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