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Newsletter  
8 – 22 February 2010 

Highlights 

- DDR process on stand by 

- Protection and reintegration of mothers under 18 years 

old by COHEB 

- The French Association of Progress Volunteers 

replaced by France Volunteers 

- Donation from Japan: $ 1 million for refugees and 

displaced persons 

- $ 20 million released by the United Nations for the 

Peace Building Fund. 

Background and  security 
DDR process in  deadlock 

A mission of DDR program ( Disarmament, Demobilization 

and Reintegration)  with the Minister Counselor of the Head 

of State, President of the Popular Army for the Restoration 

of Democracy (APRD), Representatives of FDPC and 

UFDR, the Integrated Office of the United Nations CAR 

(BINUCA) and Military Observators MILOBS and other 

members of the DDR Steering Committee went in the 

prefectures of Nana Grébizi, Ouham and Ouham-Pende to 

instruct ???? the elements of armed groups.  

However, on 6 February, negotiations on the mechanism of 

the payment of “Daily Food Allowance” (PDF) for ex-

combatants was  unsuccessful because of lack of 

consensus between both parties. Fist of all  APRD who had 

suspended its participation to the negotiations, and then 

reversed its position by rejecting the proposal from the 

delegation to visit the gathering center for regrouping ex 

combatants in Kagadere where they were supposed to 

receive the payment of their allowances. This created 

frustrations among elements of the APRD based in 

Kagadere where they were gathered for the official launch of 

the process.  

The barriers of  APRD were raised again as one of the 

immediate consequences of this situation obstructing traffic 

in the area. 

However, the failure of this first step will have consequences 

for the smooth implementation of humanitarian activities and 

the trust that was gradually established within the civilian 

 population.  

News 
Protection and reintegration of young mothers 

The NGO COHEB is present in CAR since almost 6 months 

and has an office in Bangui,and two field offices in Carnot 

and Zémio. They works in the areas of reproductive health 

and primary education, protection of vulnerable populations 

such as orphans, girls and women victims of rape, child 

soldiers, education, agriculture, nutrition and water and 

sanitation.  

COHEB activities are mainly funded from contributions from 

donors as the Global Mission Frontiers, and the Wings of 

Healing Outreach Ministries in the United States. Other 

partners include government departments of various 

countries where COHEB implements projects and the UN 

agencies.  

In November 2009 the organization started a project named 

Center for protection and reintegration of young mothers 

(CEPREM).  

To date, 330 girls were registered, including 121 under 18 

years. However, some women who passed their age of 

adolescence are also supported. These include mothers with 

HIV AIDS, mothers who are victims of repeated sexual 

abuse, and unmarried girls under 21 years with more than 4 

children.  

 

 Identification of mothers under 18  years  
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The objectives of CEPREM are:  

 Identify victims of sexual violence, teenage mothers 

under age 18, abandoned and  homeless. girls 

under 18 years  

 Support health Care, reproductive health and family 

planning.  

 Help children of teenage mothers who suffer from acute 

malnutrition.  

 Provide psycho-social assistance to these girls, most of 

who are traumatized by bad experiences in their life.  

Contact andrenganta@yahoo.fr for more information.  

The French Association of Volunteers  

The French Association of Volunteers for Progress (AFVP) 

is an international nonprofit organization that implement of 

Volunteer and development actions in  CAR where they 

have been present  since 1964. They have  a permanent 

representation in Bangui. So far the organization has 

implemented several projects and supported many 

development actors in the country. 

On 1 January 2010, , AFVP was replaced by France 

Volunteers which is a platform of French volunteers 

operating in sixty countries. Together with the international 

voluntary exchange and solidarity (LIFE), the objective is to  

ensure a mission of general interest in facilitating the 

mobilization of various partners involved. 

In  particular:  

(a) Promotion and enhancement of various forms of 

voluntary commitment and solidarity  

(b) Support and sending volunteers to the benefit of 

stakeholders  

(c) Mission foresight and ensuring inspection and innovation 

role.  

In Central African Republic, France Volunteers will 

accompany and support sixty volunteers who act locally in 

various areas (strengthening civil society, professional 

training, technical support ...) This new platform of French 

volunteerism now covers all forms of voluntary (voluntary for  

initiation and exchanges, voluntary exchange of skills, 

voluntary for international solidarity), from youth to seniors 

persons.  

Contact socky.yandjia@maxim-France-volontaires.org for 

more  information.  

$ 1 million for refugees and displaced  

The Japanese Government has donated 1 million U.S. 

dollars to the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) in Central African Republic. This action 

demonstrates the solidarity and compassion of the Japanese 

Government to the cause of refugees and internally 

displaced people in  CAR.  

UNHCR ensures that these funds will allow the agency and 

its partners to strengthen their efforts for a better living 

conditions for refugees and displaced people. 

UNHCR estimates the number of refugees to 30,000 and  

Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) to 183,000 in CAR. Since 

the end of 2009, some 22,500 Congolese refugees arrived in 

the prefectures of Lobaye (south-west) and Haut-Mbomou 

(south-east). They fled the violence that erupted in the 

eastern and Equateur regions in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo and the atrocities of the LRA.  

Contact mbaiorem@unhcr.org for more information. 

$ 20 million for the peace Building Fund 

An amount of  $ 20 million has been released by the United 

Nations Peace Building Funds for peaces projects  in 

 CAR.  

According to the Assistant Secretary General of the United 

Nations, Ms. Judy Cheng Hopkins, this funding is intended 

to support the reform of the security sector, revitalization of 

the economy and the rule of law in CAR.  

Then, $ 1.5 million dollars will be allocated to the 

organization of elections, civic education, building of two 

new prisons and support the returnees. 

 

For more information, please contact:  

UN OCHA CAR | Gisele Willybiro-Maïdou | willybiro@un.org |  
+236 70 18 80 61 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


