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EXTREME WEATHER (COLD WAVE) 

 
The light blue area shows the zones most affected by the 

cold wave: Apurimac, Arequipa and Ayacucho.  (Photo: 

INDECI) 

PERU: Apurimac, Arequipa and Ayacucho are the 
most affected departments with more than 530 
people affected by the Extreme Weather caused by 
a cold wave, which is affecting the Peruvian 
highlands with temperatures below 0° Celsius. 
According to the Ministry of Health, the death toll in 
children under 5 years old due to pneumonia for the 
year is 154, of which 51 occurred between the 
months of April and May. Local Emergency 
Management Authority, INDECI, through its 
departmental committees is monitoring the situation 
and distributing humanitarian aid (1).  The 
government declared a state of emergency for more 
than 130 provinces in 21 regions, which will last 
until August 5 (2). The Ministry of Agriculture 
launched an emergency plan in the highlands, which  
consists in the construction of sheds and provision 
of veterinary kits at a cost of 50 millions new soles 
(16 millions USD) (3). 

Source: INDECI(1), El Comercio (2), Andina (3) 

 
HURRICANE SEASON 
HAITI: On 2 June, the World Bank approved a new 
credit for Haiti of 121 million USD for a period of 4 
years to reduce the impact of natural disasters and 
contribute to the economic growth.   

Source: World Bank 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 PERU: More than 530 people affected by a cold wave. Apurimac, Arequipa and Ayacucho are the most affected 

departments. 
 HONDURAS: IFRC allocated a DREF (Disaster Relief Emergency Fund) of USD 28,132 to support the Honduran Red Cross 

(HRC) in its initial assessments and provision of basic relief assistance to families affected by last week’s Earthquake. 
 INFLUENZA A(H1N1):  As of 8 June 2009, 73 countries have officially reported 25,288 cases of influenza A(H1N1), with 139 

deaths. From this total, 6990 (109 deaths) cases are from the Latin American and Caribbean region. 
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EARTHQUAKE 
HONDURAS: Following the 28 of May, 7.1 

Earthquake and yesterday’s aftershock, the 

municipality of Santa Cruz de Yojoa in the Valle de 

Sula reported 71 infrastructures destroyed, including 

houses, churches and schools.  There are some 

1,190 people affected and some 185 people are 

staying in homes of relatives and friends.  (1). IFRC 

allocated a DREF (Disaster Relief Emergency Fund) 

of USD 28,132 to support the Honduran Red Cross 

(HRC) in its initial assessments and provision of 

basic relief assistance to 200 families (2).  

Source: La Prensa (1), IFRC (2) 

 
VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 
COLOMBIA: The Galeras Volcano registered two 

explosive eruptions in less than 24 hours. The 

Volcano is located in the department of Nariño which 

borders with Ecuador. Four neighboring 

municipalities with more than 8,000 people were 

evacuated to shelters by local authorities (1). 

Last week, the Nevado del Huila Volcano has 

increase its activity reporting 343 seismic events in 

less than a week.  The magnitudes have been 

between 4 and 4.8 degrees in the Richter scale (2).  

Source:  El Informador (1), Terra (2) 

 

PERU: The Ubinas volcano has increased its seismic 

activities and local authorities have decreed a Yellow 

Alert.   Moquegua Civil Defense distributed 3,000 

masks to local inhabitants.  

Source:  CNR 

 

EPIDEMIC 
INFLUENZA A H1N1: As of 8 June 2009, 73 

countries have officially reported 25,288 cases of 

influenza A(H1N1) infection, including 139 deaths.  

From this total, 6990 (109 deaths) cases are from 

the Latin American and Caribbean region. Mexico, 

Chile and Panama are the countries have the 

highest number of cases. Source: WHO 

ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION 
PANAMA: A Simulation and Workshop for 

Humanitarian Country Teams was carried out last 

week in Panama. The event was attended by 

humanitarian actors from more than 16 countries, 

including UN agencies, NGO’s, IFRC and IO’s. OCHA 

supported the organization of this exercise, which 

included sessions on Contingency Planning, 

Information Management, Damage and Needs 

Analysis, Logistics, Coordination Mechanism and 

Media Management. This follows lat year’s UNETE’s 

Workshop. All information on this activity is 

available in www.redhum.org. 

Source: OCHA 

 

PANAMA: SENAPAN, the newly created National 

Secretary of Coordination and Follow Up of the 

National Nutritional and Alimentary Plan was 

launched last week by the Panamanian government.  

This initiative is part of the NUTRINET project 

supported by the World Food Program.  

Source: WFP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


