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Newsletter  
02 August – 27 September 2010 

Highlights 
- Presidential elections postponed to 2011 

- Refugees from Mongoumba relocate to Batalimo 

- Floods in Kouanga 

- Ban Ki-moon calls for support to CAR 

- CAP 2011 workshop 

Context and security  
Presidential elections postponed to 2011  

Presidential and legislative elections will be held in 
the Central African Republic on 23 January 2011, 
according to a Presidential decree issued on 30 July. 
These elections, originally scheduled for 25 April were 
postponed to 16 May and have once more been 
postponed. In mid-June, the Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) suggested that elections should be 
held on 24 October.  

According to the decree, electoral campaigns will 
begin from 10 to 21 January.  Voting booths will open 
from 7am to 4 pm.  

Since 2008, CAR is engaged in a peace process 
involving the Government and armed groups in an 
attempt to end years of instability and insecurity in the 
country. President Francois Bozize has been in power 
since 2003.  

Ouanda Djallé is infiltrated by the LRA  

According to a press release issued by the Member of 
Parliament (MP) for Ouanda Djallé, a town in the 
district of Vakaga in the North East, elements of the 
Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) infiltrated the town in 
the morning of 5 September.  

The statement also indicates looting of shops, the city 
hospital and hundreds of homes burnt by the LRA.  

According to the MP, following this attack, four men 
were killed and several people have been taken 
hostage. The elements of defense in Ouanda Djallé 
organized a counter attack against the LRA with 
support from the Union of Democratic Forces for 
Unity (UFDR). This led to the release of 44 hostages.  

The MP affirmed that, there are over 2,000 homeless 
people living in abject poverty. In his statement, the 
MP calls upon the Government and the international 

community to provide assistance to the inhabitants of 
Ouanda Djallé.  

 CPJP occupy the city of Yalinga  

The Convention of Patriots for Justice and Peace 
(CPJP) announced their occupation of the city of 
Yalinga since 18 September. Yalinga is located in the 
district of Haute Kotto, in the Eastern region of the 
country and has about ten thousand people. 

"Armed men infiltrated the town and settled in while 
stating that Yalinga is now their headquarters ... there 
were neither clashes nor casualties," said a 
policeman in Bria, capital of Yalinga.  

The Yalinga MP, Justine Veronica-Abatchou, stated 
that the presence of CPJP elements has caused a 
large majority of inhabitants to flee from the city.  

The CPJP is not a signatory member of the CAR 
peace agreement.  

Information updates 
Refugees from Mongoumba relocate to Batalimo  

On 16 August, the Government of CAR and the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) carried out the relocation of 8,000 refugees 
out of 18,000 Congolese refugees from the 
Mongoumba (South-West) site to a new site in 
Batalimo located East of Mongoumba.  

"Situated around 35 kilometers from the border, the 
Batalimo site with a capacity of 20,000 people, is in 
accordance with UNHCR standards for the installation 
of camps. This will enable our agency and its partners 
to provide the much needed assistance including: 
health services, clean water, health facilities and 
security more easily to these refugees.” Mentioned 
Ms Aminata Gueye, UNHCR Representative in CAR, 
during her speech. 

Furthermore, the UNHCR Representative stated that: 
"National and local authorities as well as traditional 
leaders in the surrounding communities have agreed 
to the settlement of refugees on this site. This reflects 
the legendary hospitality and generosity of the 
Government and people of CAR towards refugees."  

Since the last quarter of 2009, some 18,000 
Congolese refugees fled violence in the Equateur 
Province in the DRC to seek refuge in Mongoumba 
located in the South West district of Lobaye. Since 
their arrival, these refugees have been living in 
precarious conditions and depend entirely on 
humanitarian assistance and the generosity of the 
local population.  

Upon arrival at the new Batalimo site, refugees are 
received by the Central African Red Cross who 
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settles them into temporary shelters constructed by 
UNHCR.  

The NGO Merlin conducts medical checks before 
departure of the convoy to ensure that the refugees 
are moved to the new site in good health. In the next 
few days, these refugees will receive food rations 
from the World Food Programme (WFP).  

For more information, please contact Djerassem 
Mbaiorem, mbaiorem@unhcr.org. 

6.2 million Euros for the elections  

On 17 August, the European Union signed a 
Contribution Agreement with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).  

According to this Agreement, the European Union will 
fund UNDP with the amount of $ 6.2 million Euros to 
finance the upcoming elections. An initial 
disbursement of 4.5 million Euros or almost 3 billion 
CFA francs has already been made.  
In addition, the EU will provide an electoral expert and 
a financial controller to support the IEC and UNDP 
respectively. Their main role is to ensure the smooth 
running of the electoral process, good contract and 
financial management of EU funds.  

PU officially presents its completed project 

On 3 September, the NGO Premiere Urgence (PU) 
officially presented its completed works on the 
Gouzé-Bimbi-Bavari-Taleh road. This road will 
provide access to the Southern region of Paoua in the 
North West. It will also enable trade and rehabilitation 
activities in the region. The total project cost 
amounted to 30,017,280 CFA francs, of which 
5,589,700 francs was allocated to the cost of labor 
and 24,428,280 CFA francs was spent on the 
purchase of construction materials.  

With funding from the Common Humanitarian Fund 
(CHF) second allocation, rehabilitation works have 
started on the Taleh-Bilakare-Bele roads.  

Local authorities view the Bimbi Bridge  

Local authorities and community members attending 
the official presentation ceremony expressed their 
profound appreciation for this CHF funded project and 
urged other humanitarian actors to join the PU effort 
in assisting them to gain access to basic social 
services. Access to education, health care and safe 
drinking water are the priority needs in the Northern 
region of CAR.  

Source: OCHA Sub-office in Paoua 

Health situation in Sikikèdé  

Following an increase in the mortality rate in Sikikèdé, 
Vakaga district in the North East, a joint health 
assessment mission consisting of the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) was carried out from 13 to 14 
September.  

Sikikèdé is a region with 25,000 inhabitants. 
Considering its inaccessibility, the mission was 
obliged to use helicopters with the logistical support of 
the UN Mission in CAR and Chad (MINURCAT).  

Based on the quarterly report provided by the 
Sikikèdé health center, and following discussions held 
with the Mayor of Sikikèdé and Head of the health 
center, an outbreak of a diarrhea epidemic was 
unfounded.  
On 31 June, 41 cases of normal diarrhea were 
registered, 41 cases in July and 18 cases in August.  

The dilapidated state of the health center, the almost 
total lack of medicines, medical equipment, and the 
shortage of trained personnel (the health center is 
managed by a first-aid worker) constitute a major 
handicap in responding to the health needs of the 
inhabitants of Sikikèdé. The high mortality rate 
observed in early September at the Sikikèdé health 
center, requires further analysis even if it is poorly 
documented. According to statistics registered at the 
center, from 1 to 7 September, there were 55 deaths 
of which 32 were attributed to malaria, 13 deaths 
occurred following the appearance of a rash and fever 
while 4 deaths resulted from diarrhea.  

Within 48 hours, 13 deaths occurred in children 
following a rash (locally called Dashash). This 
situation requires an assessment and a rapid 
response. The Sikikèdé health center is in urgent 
need of assistance through the provision of medical 
supplies and training for its health workers. In the 
meantime, WHO has provided medications and 
mosquito net to enable the management of common 
diseases for several months.  
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The mission team with the health center officials. Picture: WHO 

The mission recommends a more in-depth inter-
agency evaluation mission to the region  

For more information, please contact Ghyllain 
Demba, dembag@cf.afro.who.int.  

Floods in Kouango  

Since 15 September, heavy rains lasting 72 hours hit 
the town of Kouango located in the district of Ouaka, 
in the Southern region. Torrential rains caused the 
destruction of about 400 houses and left many people 
homeless.  

These homeless people, estimated at about 1,018 
men, women and children sought refuge in schools 
(Centers 1 and 2). This, according to Mr. Berinandji, 
Head of Fondation Humanisme International (FHI), is 
a challenging situation because occupancy of these 
schools has reached full capacity and cannot 
accommodate any more affected people.  

At the moment, Kouango is only accessible either by 
air or by boat.  

For more information, please contact Bernard 
Berandji, fondationhumanisme@gmail.com. 

Ban Ki-moon calls for support to CAR  

During the 65th Session of United Nations General 
Assembly, recently held in New York, the United 
Nations called on the international community to 
provide critical additional aid to CAR in order to 
prevent a resumption of conflict in the country that is 
undergoing peace consolidation efforts.  

“Long-term stabilization and sustainable development 
require renewed commitment from the country’s 
regional and international partners,” Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon told a high-level event during 
the UN summit on the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). Mr. Ban stressed that in particular the 
reintegration component of the DDR programme 
needed to be developed fully as soon as possible to 

consolidate the peace accords between the 
Government and former rebels. “Both demobilized 
fighters and host communities affected by conflict 
need incentives and positive prospects for life after 
disarmament,” he said. He noted that while in some 
parts of the country, the North West in particular, 
DDR was under way and completion of the 
verification process, these are encouraging signs. 
Nonetheless, there are still considerable security and 
political obstacles in the North and East.  

CAR has already received tens of millions of dollars 
from the Commission’s Peacebuilding Fund to 
support security sector reform, economic revitalization 
and the rule of law.  

“I think it has the potential of becoming a good story,” 
Ambassador Jan Grauls of Belgium, Head of the 
Commission’s efforts for CAR, told reporters. “Up to a 
couple of years ago, nobody talked about the CAR, it 
is as if it had been erased from the map. It had 
become a kind of forgotten emergency.” But then 
peace accords were signed between the warring 
parties. “The Central African Republic deserves to be 
looked at with other eyes,” he said. “It’s not the 
Central African Republic any more [that] it used to be, 
that’s in our memories, but it’s changing and it’s 
changing for the better, and it deserves the support of 
the international community.”  

If the elections and the DDR are completed 
successfully, a donors’ conference will be held next 
spring, stated Ambassador Jan Grauls. 

Coordination  

19 August, World Humanitarian Day: 2nd Edition  

The World Humanitarian Day ceremony was held on 
19 August in the Central African Red Cross office 
under the global theme, ‘I am a humanitarian’. 
Humanitarian organizations seized this opportunity to 
exhibit their activities in CAR while also sensitizing 
participants on the prevailing humanitarian situation in 
the country.  

The ceremony was chaired by the CAR Prime 
Minister, Faustin-Archange Touadéra who expressed 
gratitude for the activities being implemented by 
humanitarian actors in the country. "We are grateful 
for the continued support of humanitarian 
organizations working in our country and for donor 
funding” he stated.  

Furthermore, he emphasized on Government 
commitment to ensure that the local population 
collaborates with all humanitarian partners. 

In view of the humanitarian needs in the country, the 
CAR Humanitarian Coordinator, Bo Schack, appealed 
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to the international community to fund the 2010 
Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) document which 
is requesting a revised sum of over USD$ 145 million 
and is presently funded at 40%.  

On this day, the former Under Secretary General and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, John Holmes stated 
that: “If humanitarian aid workers do not have full and 
free access, and are not able to work freely, many 
hundreds of thousands of the people they need to 
reach will not receive the quantity or quality of 
assistance they require.  

Better acceptance of humanitarian work and greater 
respect for humanitarian principles by state and non-
state actors alike are therefore desperately needed. I 
appeal to all concerned to act accordingly ». 

Within this framework, the OCHA CAR office is 
committed to Access Monitoring and Reporting. 
Standardized data collection will enable effective 
analysis to determine trends and constraints which 
hinder access to affected populations and the various 
elements that prevent affected people from having 
access to assistance and basic social services. 

For more information, please contact Laura Fultang, 
fultangl@un.org. 

 

 

Prime Minister (center) visiting exhibition stands. Photo: OCHA, L. Fultang 

CAP 2011 workshop  

The CAP 2011 workshop was held in Bangui from 16 
to 17 September and attended by over 90 participants 
including; Government officials, UN Agencies, 
International and national organizations, and the 
European Commission Humanitarian Office (ECHO). 

Participants at the CAP workshop. Photo: OCHA G.W. Maïdou 

Participants discussed the current situation in CAR, 
2011 strategic objectives, and the criteria for inclusion 
and prioritization of projects in the CAP.  

The workshop was organized by the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

For more information please contact: UN OCHA Bangui, RCA 
Laura Fultang | fultangl@un.org | +236 70 18 80 64 
Gisèle Willybiro- Maïdou | willybiro@un.org | +236 70 18 80 61 

 


