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Situation Report 19 – Caribbean Hurricane Season 

29 September 2008 
 

This situation report is based on information received from, the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) in the 
affected countries, the Regional Office in Panama and the National Hurricane Centre. This situation report covers the 
effects of storms and Hurricanes “Gustav” and “Ike” in the Caribbean.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hurricane Season in the Caribbean, September 2008 

 
 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 
• The Haiti Appeal is only 4.3 % funded and needs urgent support. The relocation of those displaced 

remains a concern only days away from the start of the school year. 
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SITUATION  
 

1. The vulnerability throughout the Caribbean countries has increased dramatically with another two months left 
before the end of the hurricane season. There is no report of immediate threat of storms or hurricane in the Caribbean at 
the moment. 
 
2. Only little rain can have serious consequences. The region has been battered since 15 August successively by 
tropical storms (“Fay” and “Hanna”) and hurricanes “Gustav” and “Ike” affecting more than 3 million persons and 
damaging more than 600,000 houses.   

 
HAITI 
3. According to weather forecasts issued by the national meteorological centre, the low-pressure system of last 
week (tropical storm Kyle) headed now north. Although the red alert raised last week was lifted, populations living in 
areas at risk must continue to comply with the advisory instructions in case of bad weather.  
 
4. There are 131,421 affected families (657,105 persons), and a total of 111,391 displaced persons throughout the 
country according to latest estimates. Their relocation remains a big concern only days away from the start of the school 
year. The “Comité Thematique de Gestion des Abris Provisoires”   is expecting to receive from the Department of Civil 
Protection, an action plan for the evacuation of the people occupying the temporary shelters. While road travel remains 
disrupted by damaged dikes, collapsed bridges, flooded roads and landslides, inter-agency efforts to strengthen the dike 
structure are underway (cash-for-work programs). An updated overview of the road conditions is reflected in the 
enclosed UNJLC map. 
 
5. Colossal damages to the agricultural sector are reported. Damaged infrastructure should be repaired before the 
next agricultural season in December. However, local populations anticipate a possible food shortage in October due to 
largely devastated crops.  
 
6. The health status of the affected populations cannot be fully determined at this point due to the lack of available 
baseline data. However, sporadic cases of malaria, dengue, watery diarrhea and skin conditions have been reported, 
particularly among children under age 5. WHO and Oxfam report possible high risks of water-borne diseases derived 
from precarious sheltering, water storage and overall poor water and sanitation conditions. 
 
7. The Flash Appeal has received only 4.3 % of the required 107 million USD as of 29 September. Strong 
advocacy is required for a more effective response to the needs of affected populations.  
 
Food 
8. So far, WFP has distributed 3,689 MT of food reaching a total of 787,815 beneficiaries. Over the past week, 
WFP increased its capacity to reach inaccessible communities with food commodities and ensured a fifteen-day ration 
to 5,640 additional beneficiaries. A second convoy of 5 commercial trucks reached Gonaives from Port-au-Prince, 
carrying food commodities, fuel and generators. Loads also continue to be dispatched by boat while warehouses are 
being set-up at the MINUSTAH base in Gonaives. Large food distributions are carried out in consultation and 
coordination with partners and community leaders.  
 
Shelter and non-food items 
9. While an evacuation plan for people currently in shelters is being prepared, distribution of NFIs continues. 
UNFPA has allocated USD 69,430 for delivering 3,500 ‘dignity kits’, which are distributed to women in shelters 
throughout the country in coordination with partners. There are currently another 1,725 kits being distributed in four 
departments, while a request to the CERF for USD 130,000 was submitted to assemble and distribute an additional 
6,000 kits. IOM and Oxfam have distributed 600 kitchen and 600 hygiene kits in 156 shelters, reaching 51,871 
beneficiaries. Plans are underway to deliver an additional 340 hygiene kits and 340 plastic sheets. In-kind NFIs 
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contributions from the United States Government were shipped last Friday and were consigned to IOM for distribution 
(4,350 jerricans, 5,088 hygiene kits and 3 water bladders). Finally, the Haitian Red Cross, supported by IFRC and 
Partner Red Cross Societies, has so far delivered 1,150 blankets and 200 mosquito nets, as well as a total of 2,984 
family kits through the country, which include 1 kitchen set, 1 hygiene parcel, 2 mosquito nets, 2 blankets, 2 jerricans 
and 1 bucket each.  
 
Health 
10. PAHO/WHO made available one expert in water purification to support governmental efforts for the 
disinfection of 4,000 wells. IOM has also recruited one specialist in water-borne diseases, while UNFPA hired three 
health providers to increase capacities at the MSF hospital in Gonaives. Pharmaciens Sans Frontières continues to 
provide medicines and medical supplies to all mobile clinics.  
 
Protection 
11. UNICEF started to work with a local association (Ebenezer), attached to the Ministry of Social Affairs, to carry 
out an evaluation of the protection capacity in shelters. Save the Children is starting a project to train local partners in 
establishing child-friendly places in shelters.    
 
Logistics 
12. WFP has currently one operational helicopter. The second is expected to be ready for delivery of food 
assistance and passengers starting this week whereas the third will be assembled and operational within two weeks.  
 
Water and Sanitation  
13. Last week, humanitarian partners were presented with a plan to clean the city of Gonaives. This plan was put 
together by the COUD (Centre opérationnel d’urgence départemental).  
 
14. The water production capacity of Oxfam, ACF, the Spanish Red Cross and MSF has reached 500 m³ per day 
with 24 distribution points currently in town. Should there be a need for further distribution points, actors are 
encouraged to get in touch with the WASH cluster. Work has also started for the reconstruction of wells. While partners 
continue to distribute water, a mass water treatment system was installed near Gonaives to increase the water production 
capacity by 90,000 liters.  
 
Rehabilitation and Infrastructure 
15. UNDP is leading inter-agency works to strengthen the dike structure in Gonaives. Several NGOs are 
contributing through cash-for-work programs. 
 
CUBA 
16. After the passage of hurricanes Gustav and Ike, Cuba reports losses of USD 5 Billion. On September 19-20, the 
UN Heads of Agencies (UN Country Team-UNCT) and an official from the Ministry of Foreign Investment and 
Economic Cooperation of Cuba made a joint visit to the Eastern provinces.  
 
17. Cash donations in support of the recovery efforts can be made through the following bank account opened by 
the Government of Cuba: 
    Account Number: 033473 
    Bank: Banco Financiero Internacional (BFI) 
    Account Title: MINVEC Huracanes restauración de daños 
 
18. Through reports published in the national press, the Ministries of Agriculture and of the Sugar Industry have 
prepared an 85 measure-program in order to compensate damage and recover production levels, facilities and 
equipment. The National Institute of Hydraulic Resources reported that 560 electric generators are guaranteeing tap 
water supply to the inhabitants of areas affected by Ike; 95% of all water sources are therefore protected. 
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19. The school attendance rate is reported to be at 99.4%. However, there are still 117 school centers out of the 
4,260 affected in Cuba unable to provide educational services. As a result, classes are being held in temporary locations. 
 
Actions Taken by the United Nations in Cuba 
20. In order to support the recovery process, the UN has mobilized USD 8,649,516. 
 
21. Cuba has already received 230 offers of aid from 63 countries and foreign institutions valued at some USD 30.5 
million, as reported in Havana on 24 September by MINVEC Deputy Minister Ricardo Guerrero. Some USD 1 million 
dollar in foodstuffs and equipment and 2 million in cash have already been received, according to the official newspaper 
Granma (September 24). 
 
22. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies prepared a revised Emergency Appeal 
for USD 9,187,600 to support the Cuban Red Cross to assist 12,000 Cuban families for nine months. USD 136,363 had 
been initially allocated from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support this operation. This 
appeal focuses on providing support to take an appropriate and timely response in delivering assistance and relief 
through the provision on non-food relief items, shelter, water and sanitation, and capacity building. The Federation 
Secretariat has been in regular contact with the Cuban Red Cross through the Federation’s Pan American Disaster 
Response Unit (PADRU). Two delegates were deployed at the onset of the emergency to support the Cuban Red Cross 
in the design of the Preliminary Appeal. One specialist in early recovery will shortly arrive in Cuba to support the 
National Society in assessing initial recovery needs. More information is available on www.onu.org.cu. 
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
23. Heavy rain in the south and east of Dominican Republic resulted in swollen rivers and flooding of low lying 
areas in the provinces of Altagracia, San Pedro de Macoris, La Romana, and Monte Plata. Although this region is a 
mostly flat, there slightly undulating areas susceptible to landslides. Apart from some parts of the province of Monte 
Plata, these were areas that had not suffered during the recent series of storms and floods. National authorities and 
emergency services, including the Red Cross, have been providing food rations and NFIs to the affected population. The 
situation is deemed to be under control.  
 

REGIONAL RESPONSE 
 
24. The OCHA Regional Office in Panama is closely monitoring the situation and is in close contact with the RCs 
and UNETEs of the affected countries in the region. More information can be found on Reliefweb at www.reliefweb.int 
and REDHUM at www.redhum.org. More information on the hurricanes and storms can be found at 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov. Humanitarian organizations and donors are encouraged to report all contributions (cash and 
in-kind) to OCHA's Financial Tracking Service at fts@reliefweb.int or through the on-line contribution form at 
www.reliefweb.int/fts, where a list of already made contributions is available. More information on Haiti is available at 
http://ochaonline.un.org/haiti and on Cuba at www.onu.org.cu. 
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E-mail: kuttab@un.org  
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OCHA Regional Office for 
America and the Caribbean 

Mr. Douglas Reimer 
Regional Disaster Response Adviser 

Office Tel. +507 317-1748 
Office Fax +507 317-1744 
Mobile: +507 6676-1689 
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E-mail:  reimer@un.org  
Press Contact: (NY) Ms. Stephanie Bunker  

 
Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  
Email: bunker@un.org     
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Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org  



 
Caribbean Hurricane Season Report No. 19 

Page 6 

 
 

 

 


