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Koshi Flood: Saptari Situation Report 
October 2, 2008 
UN OCHA 

 

 
Key Developments 

• Relief efforts slowed by Strike and upcoming ‘Dashain’ festival 

• Government distributes money for festival to flood affected families 

• Government registration is completed, but actual number in need of assistance remains an issue  

• Growing concerns over WASH gaps (Toilets ) in Spur areas 

• Suspected measles case reported 

• Host communities restive, demands assistance 

 
CONTEXT 
 
More than a month after the breach of Koshi River eastern embankment on 18 August the East West highway still 
remains closed. Many displaced families are living along the embankment wall and in neighbouring VDCs of Saptari 
district (particularly Bhardah and Hanumanagar VDCs) that was not flooded. Water level in some of the affected 
villages have receded, but not to sufficient levels to enable sustainable return. 

 
Registration and Affected Population: 
 
According to the latest registration done by the Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) volunteers and the District 
Administration Office (DAO), 20,284 individuals of Nepali origin representing 4,186 families have been displaced. An 
estimated 1900 families of Indian origin are also getting assistance. Data entry for the registration was done by 
students from St. Xaviers College and the District Electoral Office. 
 
The displaced people are spread in 25 camps located along the East –West highway as well as the Spur areas located 
in the east of Koshi Barrage, Sunsari District, but accessible only from Saptari District. Humanitarian assistance is 
reaching out to these groups, but the number of the affected population who are living in host families and who might 
equally need assistance is unknown.  Request for assistance, some laced with threat of violence are already being 
received from host populations as well as people from fishing communities who lost livelihood opportunities due to 
the river changing its course but are not displaced. 

 

There is evidence that many people have succeeded in registering more than once and other needy cases missed out. 
The registration data requires verification and therefore actors with the relevant expertise need to jointly work with 
the government in the verification process. 

 

Access/ Security Constraints 
 
Strike/Bandh called by Madhesi Mukti Tiger (MMT) and Janamorcha Nepal hampered the relief distribution from 
27-29 September. Because of the three day bandh, hiring of private vehicles to transport humanitarian actors as well 
as consignments was suspended. A vehicle rented by the District Public Health Officer DPHO to transport health 
workers was set ablaze in Bhardaha area of Saptari district on the evening of 28 September. OXFAM could not move 
to the camps and likewise, growth monitoring of UNICEF/CONCERN worldwide in the IDP camps was affected. 
WFP’s food supply from the western part of the country was equally affected. However, WFP is providing food to 
those IDPs and district administration office has assured enough security to those food carrying convoys. 

 
A group of people tried to vandalize Oxfam and MSF vehicles parked outside the Star Hotel in Rajbiraj (which is also 
Oxfam’s field office). Local authorities and the police reported that these are ordinary criminals whose activities scale 
up around Dashain and promised to step up security.  
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Ongoing humanitarian response: 
 
On 30 September, the District Disaster Relief Committee DDRC started providing money support to IDPs to celebrate 
‘Dashain’ and ‘Ramadan-Eid’. Families with less than 5 members are to receive NPRs 800 and those families with 
more than 5 members will receive NPRs 1,000. At the OCHA facilitated Coordination meeting of 2 October, the DAO, 
reported that 3,500 families had received this money and the rest were expected to receive the money by today. The 
DAO office further reported that due to Dashain festivals, DDRC meetings will be suspended until after Dashain. 

 

Cluster Response  
 

Health 
 
Health services are being provided in the three 24 hour health Centres as well as the Cholera Treatment Centre (CTC) 
run by MSF. Two mobile health clinics run by MSF are also operational. During the three day strike, the CTC provided 
services to IDPs. There is however a concern over the manner in which reporting on health issues is being handled. 
There has been no health cluster meeting for two weeks and reports from the health outlets do not systematically 
reflect the health trends. Acute Watery Diarrhea cases continue to be treated at the camps, with 59 admissions 
requiring Intra-venous fluids recorded at the CTC since 17 September, though official report from health cluster 
indicates a decreasing trend in Diarrhea cases. The results of the tests from suspected cholera cases are yet to be 
released. 
 
One suspected case of measles, a child of Nepal origin has been identified from the spur area (shelter box) and is 
currently being observed under isolation at the CTC 
The District Public Health Office (DPHO) requires an ambulance. UNFPA has approved costs and will support the 
repair of 2 rick shaw ambulance for use. 
 
According to report from Sagamartha Zonal Hospital, 25 deliveries were recorded from the displaced population 
between 24 August and 16 September. 7 of the women are from India and the rest were Nepali. 

 
Shelter 
 
Oxfam completed 4199 shelters and additional 890 Bamboo framing. It has been agreed and NRCS is continuing to 
provide tarpaulin sheets to those bamboo framing shelters. NRCS has plans to provide additional tarpaulins to fill any 
pending gaps within the beneficiary population. There does not seem to be any serious shelter gaps currently and 
NRCS has sufficient tarpaulins to cover any shortfall. 
 
Oxfam is planning to replace the emergency shelter it provided with tarpaulin sheets of better quality. Oxfam is in the 
process of procuring 4000 tarpaulins which will be distributed after Dashain. Some IDPs are erecting irregular 
shelters in the spur areas for their livestock as previous shelter planning did not plan for livestock sheds. This will be 
corrected in the next phase.  
 
Some community groups, local NGOs and schools are asking additional tarpaulin from NRCS for common services 
which were not planned for by NRCS. Neither Oxfam nor UNICEF have additional stocks of shelter materials to take 
care of such needs. UNICEF is exploring the possibility of bringing in additional stock of shelter materials to cover the 
needs for common services that are currently not being provided.  
 

 
NFI 
 
NRCS shared has so far distributed a total of 4437 cooking utensils in camps A, B, C, D and E a to be distributed. The 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is to provide 50 NFI sets through NRCS.  
Firewood distribution has been completed in Camps A, B and D1. 1,352 families have received 25 kg (estimated for 10 
days). A second round of distribution in camps A, B and C is scheduled for this week as well as to other planned 
camps. Camp management Committees (CMCs) have managed distribution. Firewood is being collected from local 
Community Forest Users Groups by the Department of Forestry 
 
A total of 2,851 families also received battery lights in camps D1, D2, I, J, K and L. In order to avoid duplication, 
Oxfam initiated distribution from the camps where Caritas Nepal has not distributed.  
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Gaps still exist in the distribution of cooking utensils especially families from India who have reportedly received 
food, but do not have utensils to do the cooking.  
 

 

Food and Nutrition 
 
The second round of food distribution finished on the 29th of September and    covered 6147 households and 31,936 
individuals  There was in increase in    the number of households from the first distribution but a decrease in    the 
number of individuals. First round distribution covered 5788   households and 34,728 individuals.    A local NGO 
Manang Marhamdi Team distributed food based on the WFP    ration size during the second round distribution to 412 
households.    An incident occurred this week when a truck carrying food to a    distribution was stopped by a local 
community, Mehru Park, who asked for    relief assistance although they have not been directly affected by the    
floods. After an hour the truck was allowed to proceed. The community    submitted a letter for the CDO asking for 
assistance.    WFP and Concern continue to provide Supplementary Feeding in the different camps targeted at all 
under 5 children and pregnant and    lactating mothers. CARITAS has also agreed to assist this program with    the 
supply of stoves and brickets of fuel 
 
WFP through DEPROSC Nepal started distribution of third round of ration and distributed 1025 families with 5124 
members as of 01 October. A total of 727 MT of ration has been distributed so far. This distribution will be for fifteen 
days and additional fifteen days as an advance because of festival season. By the end of this distribution, WFP will 
have provided food to a about 40,000 people in the district.  
 
Concern Worldwide continued to provide supplementary feeding to around 7000 people (children, and lactating 
mothers twice a day in the camps. Additional 6 feeding centres are added in Spur area east of Koshi barrage. The 
feeding centres will remain operational during Dashain. On 29 September, UNICEF and CONCERN Worldwide 
conducted orientation session on Infant Feeding in Emergencies for OXFAM’s public health supervisors. 
UNICEF and Concern Worldwide conducted a survey to assess the nutritional status of children and lactating 
mothers in the camps. According to the results of this survey, of the 2871 children surveyed 2509 (87%) are normal, 
304(11%) Moderately malnourished  and 58 (2%)   severely malnourished.  
 
In general camps with well off and rich who come from Haripur and Sreepur VDCs and have sufficient extra food 
including buffalo which provide milk and other products for the children had no malnourished children. In camp I 
where there are landless people of Haripur and Sreepur of Sunsari and mostly Musar  (untouchable caste), the survey 
found that the children have chronic malnutrition from their villages and the displacement situation makes them  
more vulnerable and some of the children are worse after displacement.  
 
In the same way the lactating mothers of under 6 months and pregnant mother in third trimester feel shy to eat 
children's food publicly and we need to make shelters in the supplementary food distribution camps.. The lactating 
mothers also need to drink a lot of water (more than 3 litres a day), but they are not doing so due to shortage of 
toilets, especially in the spur areas (A-L camps).  
 
Concern Worldwide and UNICEF has initiated steps to ensure that the 58 severely malnourished children get 
consistent supplementary feeding. 

 
WASH 
 
Tube Wells: a total of 304 hand pumps have been installed to date out of which 110 were done by UNICEF/SABAL, 
100 by Concern World Wide/RRN and 94 by CARITAS/Save Saptari. UNICEF has committed to do additional 200 
tube wells. CARITAS is yet to complete 6 tube wells from their initial commitment. If all the actors complete their 
commitment, there will still be a gap of 90 tube wells for complete service to all the IDP population.  
Latrines: CONCERN/RRN committed to construct 200 latrines, out of which 174 have been done and work is going 
on; UNICEF/SABAL committed 600 latrines, out of which 176 completed. CARITAS/Save Saptari committed 400 
latrines but none has been constructed.  There are total of 350 latrines so far completed and additional 850 units are 
required to fulfill the commitment/gap. 
Bathing space: RRN committed 100 bathing spaces, 74 completed. UNICEF committed 300 bathing space, 95 
completed. As per commitment, more 231 bathing spaces are to be constructed. Total requirement is 554 and 
therefore there is still a gap of 154 bathing spaces once those who committed complete construction. 
Oxfam is now working on public health/hygiene awareness issues jointly with UNICEF; Oxfam has been mobilizing 51 
volunteers for health awareness campaigns. UNICEF and OXFAM have committed to supply hygiene kits for next six 
months covering all the camps. 
UNICEF has hired two staff members in Saptari district, one to coordinate the WASH cluster and another to do 
monitoring of WASH activities. 
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EDUCATION 
 
All the nine schools previously occupied by IDPs have been vacated and UNICEF has been requested to repair the 
furniture in those schools. SABAL Nepal has nearly finished cleaning the school grounds. However, schools are now 
closed for two weeks due to festival season.  
 
Nepal Teacher’s union has started 20 safe spaces in spur areas with the help of UNICEF, there are total 1550 children 
(age between 3-5) in that area. Additional 30 safe spaces are required to fill the gaps. In camp A, Save the Children 
constructed 10 safe spaces in camp C and PABSON has committed to start a primary school in camp B. UNICEF in 
coordination with teacher’s union and Save the Children conducted training for 40 facilitators and 6 supervisors for 
20 safe spaces. 
 
Due to language and curriculum differences as well as the mobile nature of the displaced, it is difficult to open safe 
learning spaces in camp D, where the majority children are Indian.  

 
Protection / Child Protection: 
 

32 cases of missing children were identified. Out of them 8 children were reunited with their families. In preparation 
for the festival season, OCHA identified 14 police posts/police stations near the IDP camps and along the highway 
where IDPs and any person in need of police assistance could contact/call. The contact details of these police 
stations/posts are also provided. Following reduction flood water levels and the festival season, protection actors 
reported that youths are likely to engage in criminal activities, including being recruited by the criminal groups that 
were previously operating in the district. Alcoholism, hooliganism and continued verbal harassment of women is 
reportedly increasing in camp A. 

 

 

 


