
 
I. General Overview 
The implementation of the new Constitution is dominating discussions in the Government and civil 
society organisations following the successful August referendum. On 27 August 2010, President 
Mwai Kibaki promulgated the new Constitution in front of thousands of Kenyans, foreign dignitaries-
among them former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan-and several other members of the diplomatic 
corps. Indicted Sudanese President Omar al Bashir also attended the ceremony amidst an 
international outcry from right-based groups for Kenya to arrest him. The GoK has moved swiftly to 
start implementing the new Law. Among critical areas in the public debate include:- 
• Devolution of government structures. The new law calls for the creation of the 27 County 

Governments which will share sovereignty with the national or State government but reserve the 
right to determine a set of laws for themselves, for example on revenue collection. Each county 
will have, in 2012, a county assembly or local parliament under the devolved government 
arrangement, whose members — except for special interest nominees — will be elected by 
voters in its various wards. 

• The creation of new constituencies vis -a-vis the 2009 census results. The Interim Independent 
Boundaries Review Commission is expected to create 80 new constituencies. There are currently 
210 constituencies of which only 84 fall within prescribed population figures in the new Law.  
Provisions in the new Constitution require a minimum and maximum population of 79, 883 and 
186,393 inhabitants respectively. The IIBRC is expected to consider geographic features and 
urban centres; community interests and means of communication- among others- while drawing 
up boundaries.  
 

Kenya National Bureau of Statistics has released the 2009 census results. The population stands at 
38,610,097, with 19,192,458 males and 19,417,639 females. Annual population growth is estimated 
at one million.  The summary results presented by the Minister for State for Planning, National 
Development and Vision 2030 includes both human population (gender dis-aggregated) and 
livestock population. It further analyses  access to water, sanitation and education-key pillars of 
human development. Kenya's population has grown by nearly 33 per cent in 9 years. Kenya has 
seen an unprecedented level of urbanization the last 40 years.  In 1962 for instance, it was estimated 
that only one Kenyan out of every 12 lived in urban centres, and in 1999 the rate of urbanization was 
19.4 per cent. In the recent 2009 census 32.3 per cent of the total population, or 12.5million Kenyans 
lived in 108 designated urban centres. Out of these centres 62 are designated as cities, 
municipalities and town councils with populations ranging between 20,000 and 3 million1
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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Implementation of new Law takes precedent after August 2010 referendum 
• The 2009 census results suggest 33 per cent urbanisation growth since 1999 
• Torrential rains in western Kenya cause flooding and displace 700 families 
• La Nina conditions expected to enhance food security in western Kenya, but undermine 

recovery in northern pastoralist regions 
• KHPT endorses transition from annual to multi-annual appeal  for emergency and recovery 

responses 
• Food beneficiary populations expected to reduce from 1.6 million  

 
The information contained in this report has been compiled by OCHA from information received from the field, 
from national and international humanitarian partners and from other official sources. This report does not 
represent a position from the United Nations. This report is posted on: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya 
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The Civil Society Urban Development Programme officially launched its programme on 14th 
September and focused discussions on the constitutional dispensation in relation to urban issues. 
The event and attended by over 50 humanitarian and development actors who emphasised the 
complex nature of vulnerabilities faced by urban populations. There was concern raised that the 
new Law- which requires creating of Counties to govern communities does not fully articulate how 
Municipal Councils- the main service providers are expected to interact with County Governments.  

 
 

II. Humanitarian Situation 
 

Humanitarian Financing 
The Kenya Humanitarian Partnership Team (KHPT) meeting on 13 September 2010 endorsed 
concept for the development of a multi-annual emergency humanitarian response plan for Kenya in 
2011. The KHPT emphasized that the humanitarian context in Kenya remains characterized by 
chronic vulnerabilities with spikes of acute emergency needs; therefore the humanitarian strategy 
should integrate longer-term planning in the form of promoting resilience of communities and 
sustainable solutions. The KHPT agreed to retain the name for the appeal document as the 
Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP). The EHRP 2011+ will be a conglomerate of three 
year overall goals with annual specific objectives for 2011. It will include yearly projects with 
possibility for the organizations to indicate whether this project is part of a longer term programme 
(up to three years).The EHRP 2011+ will continue to appeal for funds on an annual basis but will in 
addition present a three year overall requirement .  

 
The KHPT highlighted for-example that the refugee crisis remains an acute humanitarian crisis 
requiring immediate emergency response but at the same time also needing holistic program 
planning which goes beyond one year. It was noted that chronic vulnerability as a result of drought, 
seasonal floods and increasing urban vulnerability require developmental relief to ensure that 
humanitarian programming complements and strengthens the link to early recovery.  .  
Humanitarian and development partners will hold a two-day workshop on 28/29 September 2010 to 
agree to strategic priorities for 2011-2013. 
 
The 2010 EHRP is currently funded at 60.8 per cent with USD 385 million received from the 
requested USD 585 million. Unmet requirements remain over 50-plus per cent in food aid, 
coordination and nutrition.  
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Drought  
The declared La Nina conditions for Kenya will result in two-fold impacts on different geographic   
locations in the country. The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Climate Prediction 
Applications Center (ICPAC) has confirmed expectations of a moderate La Niña episode associated 
with drier‐than normal conditions in the eastern sector of the country including the northern and 
northeastern pastoral areas, as well as the drought‐prone southeastern and coastal marginal 
agricultural lowlands2

 

. Fews Net states that however, the western sector, including the northwestern 
pastoral districts and the high potential cropping highlands in the Rift Valley and western Kenya, are 
likely to receive above‐normal short rains. Of additional concern in the northern and eastern areas is 
the expectation of above‐average temperatures and erratic rains. The likelihood that La Niña 
conditions could persist through the March to May 2011 long rains is a cause for concern because 
the eastern sector of the country would experience two consecutive drought seasons, in effect 
ending the recovery process and reverting to the heightened food insecurity that prevailed prior to 
October 2009. 

Northern districts issued drought early warning signals in June shortly after cessation of the Longs 
Rains season. The drought signals come after nearly nine months of favorable weather conditions 
experienced after sufficient El Nino rains which led to improved food security, improved livestock 
conditions and better market economies. Generally, food insecure beneficiary figures dropped from a 
staggering 3.8 million people in 2009 to 1.6 million people in March 2010 because of improved food 
security attributed to good rains. Northern pastoral districts are particularly of concern in the renewed 
concern for possible drought in coming months.  Fews Net states that 'food security prospects for the 
north eastern pastoralists depend on the severity of the La Niña episode, which often translates into 
drought conditions in the eastern pastoral districts'. In Garrisa and Isiolo, water availability has 
become stressed, pasture is depleting and distances to water points for livestock and households 
also increasing.  Livestock body conditions deteriorated impacting on their market prices. In Isiolo 
camel prices declined from Kshs. 23500 (May 2010) to Ksh20 000 (June 2010), translating to 14.8% 
depreciation. The prices further declined in July 2010 to Ksh 18000.  Conflict over resources was 
also reported in Isiolo [Merti Division] after livestock migrated to dry season grazing lands. The 
average percentage of children under five at risk of malnutrition as measured by Mid Upper Arm 
Circumference (MUAC) did not improve in Mandera, Wajir, Samburu, whilst it declined in Turkana 
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from 20.1 per cent in May 2010 to 21.4 per cent in June 2010, and in  Isiolo from 18.2 per cent to 
20.9 per cent3

 
.   

Food Security 
The food security assessment in urban areas, jointly led by WFP and the Government’s Kenya Food 
Security Steering Group (KFSSG) - is the first of its kind in Kenya- and is aimed at raising the profile 
of food insecure population in urban areas in Kenya and set up baseline indicator for future 
monitoring. Focused Group discussions are revealing how children are left the whole day at day care 
centres with no food, by their parents who roam the for daily labour incentives. The discussions are 
also revealing that targeted groups are calling for employment and livelihoods support.  
 
The results of the recently conducted Long Rains Assessment will be released in October 2010 by 
the KFSSG, preliminary indications suggest that populations in need of humanitarian assistance in 
terms of relief food have declined significantly from 1.6 million persons identified in March 2010, prior 
to the short rains harvest and the long rains. 
 
Estimated current food security outcomes, September 2010 

 
Source: Fews Net 
 
 
Nutrition 
In Northern pastoral districts, the nutritional status of children above one (1) and below five (5) 
continued to reduce in August 2010 when compared with the preceding month and falls below the 
long term mean.  The KHPT noted in its September 2010 meeting that even though there has been 
numerous nutrition interventions in northern districts, levels of children at risk of malnutrition remains 
high and indicate serious poverty levels. Milk scarcity due to emaciated livestock body conditions 
also contributes to poor nutritional levels. The high cost of purchasing and prevalence of diseases 
also show signs of stress in children. In Garrisa, the Arid Lands Resource Management Project 
Monthly Bulletin for August stated that nutritional status of those at risk in the district was 9.5% in 
July and 10% in August 2010.  
 
UNICEF reports that several nutrition surveys have been conducted in northern districts and that 
survey results will be released by end September 2010.  
 
Health 
The outbreaks of Cholera have generally been controlled in the in 34 of 35 affected districts since 
January 2010. There have been 3354   cases and 72 deaths (CFR of 2.1 per cent %) since January 
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2010. In August, 114 cases and 9 deaths with a (CFR of 7.9 per cent) were reported in Kuria West. 
 

 
Source: Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation 
 
Protection 
The September Protection Working Group Meeting in Nakuru was held at the Office of the Provincial 
Commissioner for the first time and the main issues discussed were: (i) IDPs in some areas have not 
moved back to their homes since the referendum (Molo) (ii) In Ndafoe, for the first time ever since the 
referendum two ethnic groups were working on the Goal shelter construction together - prior to the 
referendum, this was not occurring and is seen as a positive fallout from the referendum; (iii) Profiling 
of Mau evictees has recommenced and the PC's office will update on this next month; (iv) SGBV 
agencies, MoJ and PC's office met after the PWG to co-ordinate on individual case referrals since 
the PWG was their first chance to meet and discuss the bottlenecks. The PC's office will invite more 
of the relevant departments to the next meeting4

 
. 

Refugees and Host Communities 
 
The UNHCR High Commissioner Antonio Gutteres visited Dadaab to assess progress on the 
development of Ifo 2 and host community projects. The High Commissioner also met with members 

of the host community whose 
concerns centred on the shelter 
strategy for Ifo II. He told the host 
community that UNHCR would not be 
using the Interlocking Stabilized Soil 
Blocks (ISSBs) for construction of 
refugee shelter, but would use a 
hybrid of the traditional mud bricks 
for shelter construction and the ISSB 
to assess the actual cost of 
implementation. Prior to his Dadaab 
visit, the High Commissioner had 
visited Kakuma camp. In addition to 
visiting a number of refugee and host 
community projects, the HC met with 
refugee leaders who told him that 
education and vocational training 
opportunities for youth, were among 

their key priorities. The HC affirmed 
UNHCR’s commitment to secondary 

school education and that funding would be availed to increase opportunities for tertiary education. In 
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his visit to the host community, the High Commissioner formally opened a water project funded by 
UNHCR at a cost of USD 650,000 and also expressed his appreciation of EDP’s support  in providing 
solar lighting in Kakuma town. 
 
Kenya hosts a total of 411, 667 refugees, of whom 289,707 are in Dadaab camps,  75,583 in 
Kakuma and  46,377  in Nairobi. The majority of the refugees are fleeing insecurity from 
neighbouring war-torn Somalia. The Dadaab refugee camps in north-eastern Kenya, originally 
planned for 90, 000 refugees, is overly stretched beyond its carrying capacity. Refugee populations 
in these camps have nearly tripled since 2007 when the camps hosted 171 870 refugees. 
 
 
Floods 
Torrential rains between the 3rd and 5th September 
2010 in western Kenya left more than 700 families 
affected by floods. The Kenya Red Cross Society 
(KRCS) has allocated USD 415,950 to support 
response efforts to affected families.  The country 
is experiencing normal rainfall in parts of Lower 
Eastern, West Kenya regions. Parts of Pokot, 
Turkana, Subukia, Trans Nzoia districts [in North 
and South Rift] are experiencing above normal 
rainfall. The KRCS, through its local volunteers, 
stepped up awareness campaigns to at-risk 
communities- urging them to move to higher 
grounds for safety. Meanwhile flood waters are 
receding.  The KRCS is the recognized first 
responder to disasters in Kenya.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conflict in Pastoralist Communities 
Conflict in pastoralist areas continues unabated with seven people reported killed and several others 
injured in cattle-rustling incident between Pokots and Turkanas on 18 August 2010. A peace accord 
signed by the two conflicting parties in February 2010 has been undermined by continuous violent 
cattle raids perpetuated by both sides. There is speculation that senior community leaders have been 
party to fuelling conflict by encouraging their youth to engage in cattle raids. The availability of small 
arms- linked to proliferation of the small arms trade through porous borders of Sudan and war-torn 
Somalia has led to increased and violent conflicts in Kenya.  
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