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 HUE CITY, Central Vietnam—Every time we arrive at Phu Bai Airport, Duc picks us up in our NGO car, a Nissan 

Patrol. After we exchange brotherly greetings, the bags go in the back and I go in the front. 

 The car is always spotless. Duc, our project driver and all-around troubleshooter, does an excellent job keeping it in 

shape. The last time I got in, I peeked at the odometer just out of curiosity – 240,000 kilometers. My jaw dropped. Was 

that the distance we’d gone since we bought the 4X4 seven years ago or did Duc mess with the odometer? It only seems 

like yesterday when we got the new rig. I was quiet for a moment, absorbing the reality of covering so much terrain in one 

of the world’s most mine-affected regions.

 More milestones were to follow on that trip to central Vietnam in late 2007.

 A few days later, at the office of the Quang Tri Province People’s Committee in Dong Ha just south of the former 

DMZ, we were presented with a rare Certificate of Merit, awarded to foreign entities that make an extraordinary effort to 

assist those in need.

 In our first seven years in Vietnam, we served in excess of 4,600 survivors of landmine and unexploded ordnance 

(UXO) explosions, assisting more than 3,200 in the province of Quang Tri alone. In the one-year period covered by this 

annual report, we served more than 1,600 throughout central Vietnam.

 They are people like Do, a log trucker from Hue who lost part of his right hand and sight in one eye when he tried to 

free his truck from a muddy road three years ago and an unseen piece of war-time ordnance exploded.

 Clear Path paid for his eye operation and glasses, then gave him a 

$250 grant to start raising rabbits in a narrow space behind his family’s 

house where he built a roof and cages for the breeding project. 

 In all, Clear Path raised $1.3 million in 2007 - 2008. With that, we 

provided services ranging from prostheses, physical therapy and full-time 

nursing care to scholarships, home improvement grants, employment and 

agricultural training to 9,471 landmine accident survivors, family members 

and persons with disabilities in five countries: Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, 

Myanmar and Afghanistan.

 Dressed for the award ceremony in a rare tie, I humbly and symbolically 

accepted the honor on behalf of everyone who made 2007 – 2008 a 

success: Duc, Toan, Chi, Phuong, Nhi, Son and Huyen in Vietnam; Pat, 

Sarath, Sama and Chenda in Cambodia; Lobke, Eh Thwa, Maw Kel, Mordecai and Saw Yee Tip in Thailand; Kristen, 

Peter, Ed, Tanya, Zabi, Mohammed and Shamila in Afghanistan; Martha, James, Melody, Nancy, Mark and so many 

others in the United States, Canada and Europe.

 But as importantly, I accepted the award on behalf of you, our donors, for it is thanks to you that we could buy the 

Patrol, hire Duc, help Do and support the thousands of survivors who would have no other access to aid.

With gratitude,

Imbert Matthee

Executive Director

Executive Director’s Message
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The Road More Traveled

The beloved Nissan Patrol at CPI’s headquarters  
in Vietnam.
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Afghanistan

Haunting Eyes

Zab Mohammed lost his left leg to a landmine accident less than a month before this picture was taken at a hospital in Kabul. 

Fortunately, he can now receive a prosthesis at a nearby orthopedic clinic funded through Clear Path. CPI Photo
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 Zab Mohammed is haunted. After 25 days in the civilian post-op ward of Kabul’s military hospital, the 

ghost of his accident is still alive in his eyes. In an instant, the invisible landmine he accidentally detonated 

in his hometown in Nangaher Province snuffed out his left leg above the knee. He is 18 and still has most 

of his life ahead of him.

 On a recent visit to the ward, six of the eight recovering amputees were landmine accident survivors. 

Mines and bombs from decades of conflict and a resurgence of attacks by the Taleban continue to claim 

large numbers of civilian casualties like Zab at a rate of 60 per month.

 Thanks to the work of Clear 

Path International co-founders 

Kristen Leadem and Martha 

Hathaway, Afghanistan became the 

organization’s latest country program.

In 2007, the U.S. Department of 

State’s Office of Weapons Removal 

and Abatement (WRA) awarded 

Clear Path International a multi-year 

subcontract, under the prime contract 

held by DynCorp International, to 

establish, implement and direct the 

Victim Assistance component of 

WRA’s Afghanistan Program.

 Clear Path’s task is to 

strengthen the capacity of emerging 

Afghan organizations to better serve persons with disabilities, including survivors of explosive remnants of 

war (ERW) accidents like Zab. 

 Since launching the Program in May 2007, CPI has partnered with Kabul-based domestic 

organizations including the Afghan Landmine Survivors’ Organization (ALSO), the Kabul Orthopedic 

Organization (KOO) where the young survivor will soon go to get a prosthesis, the Accessibility Organization 

KOO in Action
CPI Afghan program coordinator Zabiulah Azimi (right) introduces a visitor to Mary Sadaq 
(middle), a pediatric physical therapist at the Kabul Orthopedic Organization that served 
more than 6,000 landmine accident survivors and persons with disabilities in 2007 - 2008. 
To the left is a disabled boy from the nomadic Kuchi minority staying at KOO for treatment.
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for Afghan Disabled (AOAD), and the Development 

& Ability Organization (DAO) to provide physical 

rehabilitation, peer support services, employment 

opportunities, barrier-free access to schools and advocacy 

for the rights of persons with disabilities. 

 In 2008, with technical leadership from Elegant 

Design and Solutions (EDaS), CPI established the Afghan 

Mine Action Technology Center, a cutting-edge project in 

the field of mine action. The AMATC brings together  

key pillars of mine action (victim assistance and 

clearance) by employing disabled deminers to produce the 

equipment for active deminers and generate revenue for 

rehabilitation services.

 The center makes the products from local materials 

and charges far less than international suppliers. The 

AMATC manufactures improved digging tools, renovates 

demining visors, and makes first-aid kits. The center 

also brings state-of-the-art prosthetic technologies to 

Afghanistan, improving rehabilitation for people  

with disabilities. 

 Clear Path works with the Mine Action Center for 

Afghanistan (MACA) and contributes to the goals in 

Afghanistan’s Development Strategy and Afghan National 

Disability Plan. In November 2007, Clear Path and the United Nations Mine Action Center 

for Afghanistan (UNMACA) supported the Government of Afghanistan in hosting the 2nd 

National Victim Assistance Workshop, which drew more than 200 international participants 

-- nearly twice as many as the previous year. 

 Although the country is the newest of Clear Path’s initiatives, the program has already 

helped assist 6,325 direct beneficiaries and strengthened four Afghan NGOs to further 

address the long-term needs of ERW survivors in Afghanistan.

C L E A R  P A T H 
I N  A F G H A N I S T A N
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Road to Recovery
Landmine amputee Shah Mohd near his home in Kandahar. CPI provided funding for the sheep Shah raises and sells to boost his 
income. Accidents with war-time explosives in Afghanistan still claim 60 casualties a month.

Below is a summary of project activities, services and outcomes 
among CPI’s partners during the 2007 – 2008 period:

Accessibility Organization for Afghan Disabled (AOAD): School Accessibility

	 •	 Constructed	25	ramps	at	13	schools	in	Kabul,	creating	barrier-free	access	to	educational		 	

  facilities for hundreds of children with disabilities.

	 •	 Provided	training	in	the	Rights	of	Persons	with	Disabilities	and	Inclusive	Education	to	40			

  school principals and teachers.

	 •	 Created	a	fully	accessible	computer	training	room	and	courses	for	persons	with	disabilities.

	 •	 Employed	8	Afghans,	including	4	persons	with	disabilities.

P
ho

to
: 

D
A

FA



6

The Kabul Orthopedic Organization: Rehabilitation Services 

	 •	 Provided	6,000	patients	with	prosthetic,	orthotic,	and	rehabilitation	services.

	 •	 Employed	40	Afghans,	including	12	people	with	disabilities.

	 •	 Improved	quality	of	services	through	technical	assistance	and	equipment	upgrades.

The Afghan Landmine Survivors’ Organization (ALSO): Peer Support Program 

	 •	 Provided	community-based	psychosocial	counseling	to	242	persons	with	disabilities,	half			

  of whom were survivors of explosive remnants of war accidents.

	 •	 Referred	111	beneficiaries	to	existing	victim	assistance-related	services.

	 •	 Created/renovated	a	fully	accessible	organizational	office	with	space	for	program	activities			

  such as training, counseling and sporting events for persons with disabilities.

	 •	 Produced	a	peer-support	training	curriculum.

	 •	 Employed	12	Afghans,	including	8	people	with	disabilities.

The Development and Ability Organization (DAO): Gadoon Magazine 

	 •	 Published	5,000	copies	of	a	disability	rights	magazine	(1,000	copies	of	5	issues)

The Afghan Mine Action Technology Center: 

	 •	 Employed	2	disabled	deminers.

	 •	 Created	various	tools	and	services	for	sale	to	the	mine	action	community	in	Kabul,	 

  generating income for rehabilitation services.

Better Tools, Better Lives
Thanks to British inventor Ed Pennington-Ridge and his creation, the Afghan Mine Action Technology 
Center, landmine survivors are now employed making better, safer equipment for deminers and 
generating revenue for rehabilitation services.
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Mohammad

 Mohammad Nassim Ismail Mohammadi was 

8 years old when he lost his leg due to a landmine 

explosion in Afghanistan in 1994.

 “During the civil war I was helping people 

move from their houses to escape the fighting and 

bombing,” he recalled. “I walked into one particular 

house to save the life of a child when suddenly 

something exploded. I saw my leg in the air and then 

lost consciousness.”

 When Mohammed opened his eyes, he was in 

a hospital, his right leg gone above the knee and  

his life forever changed. Mohammad lives with his 

poor family in Char Qalae Wazir Abad District 10  

in Kabul. 

 “After the accident I was traumatized, didn’t 

know what to do, and remained hidden at home,” 

said Mohammed. “I have been through pain, 

suffering and exclusion. I faced all sorts of barriers, 

material and immaterial, that prevented my full 

participation in community life.”

 But his sense of isolation began to change after he was visited by a social 

worker from the Afghan Landmine Survivors’ Organization (ALSO), one of Clear 

Path International’s implementing partners funded by the U.S. Department 

of State’s Victim Assistance Program through a contract with DynCorp 

International. It gave Mohammad a job as a security guard.

 ALSO’s Peer Support Program trains and employs mine survivors to 

provide counseling and outreach to newly injured survivors and persons with 

other disabilities. Through the Peer Support Program, Mohammed and 250 

other beneficiaries received psychological counseling and referrals to health, 

education, recreation and employment opportunities. 

 “I feel better about myself and my situation,” he said. 

I Saw My Leg In The Air
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Cambodia

Thousands of bombs

Civil war raged in Cambodia for three decades and all sides in the conflict used munitions that still pose a threat to innocent civilians. 

Displayed here is a cross section of unexploded ordnance collected in the Siem Reap area near Angkor Wat. © Erin Fredrichs
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Getting Into The Rice Business 
 One of Clear Path’s most ambitious projects is a stone’s throw from the former K-5 mine belt 

near Cambodia’s border with Thailand.

 On Dec. 3, 2007, CPI and its local partner, Cambodian Volunteers for Community Development, 

officially dedicated their rice mill training and employment center for landmine accident survivors in 

Battambang Province.

 The day-long ceremony included 

a blessing by Buddhist monks and was 

followed by a lunch with rice from the 

mill, drawing nearly 100 landmine 

accident survivors and family members 

from the heavily mine-affected districts 

around the project site.

 But the opening of the mill didn’t 

mark the beginning of the project. By 

the time officials took turns cutting the 

red ribbon with scissors, more than 900 

people in the area and in the capital city 

of Phnom Penh had already benefited 

from its activities, such as agricultural 

training, vocational skills courses 

in mechanics, micro finance, mill 

employment and rice distribution.

 In January of 2008, CVCD began large scale rice purchases. The initial inventory included just 

over 100,000 kilos of paddy rice which was purchased from 75 members of the farmer’s cooperative 

of landmine accident survivors and other farmers in the area. The stock had three of the four most 

common types of rice grown in Cambodia, including Phkar Khagney, Neang Menh, and Khon. 

 CVCD purchased a truck to be used in the city, allowing the project to transport rice around 

Phnom Penh. In addition to having a “storefront” market at the CVCD head office, the project will 

Cambodia

Rice Mill

Training
Center

Battambang

Kampong Cham

PHNOM PENH

Bavel
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also transport rice to customers in some of the surrounding 

areas of the capital where many of the relocated and 

“squatter” communities are located. 

 Meanwhile, the partners had already set up a 

vocational skills training course in mechanics and their first 

students were graduated in December of 2007. Right after 

the first course was finished, the project began recruiting 

for the next course. Mechanics instructor Ty and site 

manager Kim recruited 20 new students, all of whom were 

survivors of landmine accidents.

 While many mine survivors are eager to join this 

program, it can be difficult for the students to remain in 

the course for the entire 10 months. Many of the students 

are their family’s primary breadwinner and can simply 

not afford to be away from work for such a long time. In 

an attempt to offset this financial hardship, the project 

decided to supply each student with a monthly ration of 

rice to help feed their family. The project will also provide 

transportation home once per month.

 Part of the long-term plan for the rice mill project 

includes the creation of a demonstration farm that CVCD 

will use for agricultural training extension programs. 

In 2007, CVCD and CPI initiated the purchase of a 

6-hectare undeveloped property within an easy walk of 

the 0.5-hectare rice mill site. CVCD and CPI’s in-country 

representative requested Mines Advisory Group to clear the 

land. The British NGO began clearance in February and 

uncovered several pieces of UXO, which were removed  

and destroyed. 

 The long-term goal for the rice mill enterprise is to become a self-sustaining operation 

and generate proceeds that can be used to fund more training programs for landmine 

accident survivors in Battambang.

C L E A R  P A T H 
I N  C A M B O D I A
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Graduation Day
CPI country representative Pat Roe (middle) and Meorn Vin Sama (right) of the CPI-CVCD 
rice mill project interview landmine accident survivor Ran Mong on the day he graduated 
from a 10-month vocational training course in mechanics funded by Clear Path. 
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A Community Empowered 

More than 900 individuals benefiting from the project in 2007 - 2008:

Mill employees

 On-site total        9

 Landmine survivors       4 (44%)

Vocational and agricultural training

 Mechanics vocational training      37

 Landmine survivors       37 (100%)

 Agricultural Trainers       8

Farm coop members

 75 families representing       375 individuals

 42 families headed by landmine survivors    210  (56%)

Subtotal Battambang beneficiaries     409

 Landmine survivors or survivor relatives     239 (58%)

 Disadvantaged urban households (rice distribution & sales)      500

Total number of beneficiaries     929



Taking Steps Towards  
A Better Life In Battambang

 PAUM TAKEAV VILLAGE, Cambodia – Ream Loung was 23 when he 

stepped on a landmine and lost his left leg below the knee in 1983. In the 

quarter century that followed, he started a family, raised three children and 

lost his wife to a sudden illness – all while trying to make a living as a farmer 

in the fertile but heavily contaminated K-5 mine belt on the Cambodian 

border with Thailand.

 Until Clear Path International and its partner, 

Cambodian Volunteers for Community Development, 

started their rice mill social enterprise in this remote 

part of Battambang Province two years ago, he could 

never get ahead. He was forced to borrow money 

from loan sharks to invest in his crops or send 

his older children to Thailand to search for work 

unsuccessfully. He was forced to sell all his rice at 

harvest time when prices were the lowest because 

he had no place to store his product. He worked in 

isolation without any means to share with others the 

many daily farming tasks.

 In 2007, after hearing about the rice mill 

project benefiting landmine accident survivors in 

his district, Loun joined its farmers’ cooperative which grew that year to 75 

families receiving micro loans, storage opportunities, agricultural training, 

crop seeds and a means to share equipment and farming tasks, not to 

mention fellowship with other landmine accident survivors.

 Like other members of the coop, Loun can take out a springtime loan 

– usually for $250 – to cover the cost of preparing the coming season’s rice 
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crop. The loans do not require monthly payback; rather the entire sum is due 

after harvest around the end of the year.

 “The micro-credit program allows members to make steady 

improvements to their land and quality of seed or buy better tools – all adding 

up to bigger harvests and a boost to their annual incomes,” said Pat Roe, 

CPI’s Cambodia country representative.

 Because the interest rates the 

project partners require are a fraction of 

what other lenders charge, coop farmers 

can pay off the other loans and invest in 

their own futures. Meanwhile, the rice 

mill allows them to store their rice so 

they can get better prices in the months 

following the harvest.

 “Today Mr. Ream’s debt-free except 

what he owes the project,” Pat said. 

“Our program allows him to create 

a better future for himself and his 

children.”

Ream Loung

“Today Mr. Ream’s 
debt-free. . .”
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Thailand 
 & Burma

Barbed Borders

Children cling to the barbed wire while watching traffic pass by on the road toward Mae Sot. A stone’s throw from the Burmese 

border, more than 55,000 mostly ethnic Karen refugees live at the Mae La camp run by the United Nations High Commission on 

Refugees. CPI provides full-time nursing care for 16 severely disabled landmine accident survivors, most of whom have lost their 

hands and eye sight. © Erin Fredrichs



15

Meeting a Growing Need
 Landmine casualties may have declined in 2007 – 2008 in Vietnam and Cambodia, but the number of 

new deaths and injuries from explosions in Myanmar rose dramatically.

 The use of landmines and anti-personnel devices by Burmese government troops and ethnic rebel 

armies in the Karen, Karenni and Shan states along the border defied government claims that the fighting 

had subsided.

 The number of people wounded or killed in new accidents, a statistic widely believed to be 

underreported, nearly doubled to 438 in 2007 from 243 in 2006. At the same time, the International 

Committee of the Red Cross suspended its physical mobility and rehabilitation programs, forcing landmine 

accident survivors to seek such services closer or across the border.

 This is where Clear Path provided 

most of its prosthetic care, physical therapy, 

psychological counseling and full-time nursing 

care for Karen, Karenni and Shan survivors. 

During the period, the organization supported 

these urgently needed services at five sites: four 

on the Thai side and one on the Burmese side of 

the border in the Karenni state. It assisted nearly 

538 accident victims during the period.

 The most remarkable assistance Clear 

Path was able to provide landmine amputees 

came thanks to Duane Nelson and Jody 

Riggs, two prosthetics students at the British 

Columbia Institute for Technology in Vancouver 

who volunteered for three months to fabricate 

artificial limbs for survivors in a Shan refugee 

camp northwest of Chiang Mai.

Mae Sot

Mae La

Peng Lo

Loi Kaw Wan

Khung Jor

Loi Taileng

Loi Kaw

THAILAND

BURMA



 Duane described their experience in the summer 

2008 edition of the Journal for Mine Action put out by 

Mine Action Center at James Madison University. First, the 

duo gained access to a highly restricted refugee camp to 

take prosthetic measurements and casts for 18 lower-limb 

amputees.

 They then helped technicians at the prosthetics 

department at Mae Tao Clinic in Mae Sot hundreds of 

miles to the south build the prostheses using oven-heated, 

drape-molded polypropylene technology and production 

equipment provided by CPI. Of all the people he met 

during his time on the border, one face remains fresh in 

Duane’s mind. Thirty-year-old Si Luoong was taken prisoner 

by Burmese government troops and was forced to walk in 

front of them “as a human landmine shield.”

 Tragically, Si Luoong became just that. After he 

stepped on a landmine, the Burmese troops left him for 

dead. As he agonized under the scorching sun, then in the 

gathering darkness, he wondered if he would ever walk 

again even if he were rescued. He was found several days 

later by local villagers who arranged transportation for him 

across the border to Chiang Mai, where he was hospitalized 

in critical condition.

 When he awoke, he realized his leg had been 

amputated. That was six years before Duane and Jody 

arrived at his refugee camp. As Duane’s fingers smoothed 

and shaped the plaster bandage over Si Luoong’s residual 

limb, it warmed his leg as it hardened.

 “I saw his eyes fill with emotion at the anticipation  

of receiving his first-ever custom-made prosthesis,”  

Duane said.
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C L E A R  P A T H 
I N  T H A I L A N D  

&  B U R M A

 The threat: 250,000 landmines, 

unexploded ordnance and 

anti-personnel devices; 

1,000 accidents a year

 Start date: 2002

 Regions: Thai border near the Karen 

and Shan ethnic states 

Inside the Karenni state

 Locations: Mae Sot; Mae La; Peng Lo; 

Loi Taileng & Loi Kaw

 Services: Physical mobility, physical 

therapy and socio-economic 

services to refugee or 

internally displaced 

landmine accident 

survivors; Technical 

support, training and 

equipment for prosthetics 

fabrication shops

 Beneficiaries: 600 since 2002; 538 in 

2007 – 2008

 Staff: Four full-time;  

six part-time
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Projects along the border 

Mae Tao Clinic (Karen), Mae Sot:  

•	 Prosthetics	fabrication:	195	beneficiaries 

•	 Prosthetic	technicians	training:	5	beneficiaries.

Mae La UNHCR Refugee Camp (Karen) Care Villa: 

•	 Full-time	care	for	severely	disabled	landmine	accident	survivors:	20	beneficiaries.	

Peng Lo (Shan Health Committee) Fabrication Shop:  

•	 Prosthetics	fabrication:	48	beneficiaries	

Loi Kaw (Karenni) Fabrication Shop:  

•	 Prosthetics	fabrication:	105	beneficiaries

Loi Kaw Wan:  

•	 Prosthetics	fabrication:	32	beneficiaries	

Physical Therapy and Psycho-social Training:  

•	 Training	of	medics	and	counselors	in	physical	and	psycho-social	rehabilitation:	133	

Total Beneficiaries:  538
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Breeding Hope
In 2008, plans were in the works to take aid for refugee amputees a step further and provide them with income-generating activities 
such as this pig-breeding project in Peng Lo.
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 MAE SOT, Thailand – Usually, students like Duane Nelson and Jody 

Riggs spend their summers making money or adventuring overseas. But 

clearly these two prosthetics students from the British Columbia Institute 

of Technology wanted something different, particularly after hearing 

about the needs among landmine accidents survivors from Myanmar.

 In the summer of 2007, the two young Canadians volunteered 

for three months with partners of Clear Path International – the ethnic 

refugee health committees that provide medical services to landmine 

amputees in their communities.

Making A Difference In Person.
Volunteers of the Year: Canadian Prosthetics 
Students Aid Refugee Landmine Survivors on 
the Thai-Burmese Border

Volunteer Duane Nelson and the CPI beneficiaries who regained their physical mobility thanks to 
the work he and fellow prosthetics student Jody Riggs did at the Loi Taileng refugee camp.

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 D

ua
ne

 N
el

so
n



19

    “CPI created an 
opportunity for us...”

 Since it began in 2000, Clear Path has received a lot of support 

from volunteers. Every year, the organization links students, retired 

professionals and specialized professionals on leave with its partners 

in Asia, particularly in Thailand and Vietnam. CPI recommends a 

commitment of at least three months. It takes time to get used to 

working in a different culture, to getting things done under sometimes 

difficult conditions and to understanding the special needs of  

the beneficiaries.

 In the United States, Canada and Europe, the organization also 

relies on many volunteers to assist in donor outreach and fundraising. 

For many years, only 

the Clear Path executive 

director made a modest 

part-time salary in the 

United States. With 

increased funding and 

a humanitarian mine action portfolio of five countries, CPI has begun 

attracting and paying key personnel to meet the complex needs of a 

growing nonprofit. But in the field, the landmine accident survivors it 

serves still benefit enormously from the efforts of volunteer specialists.

 The 18 landmine amputees in a remote Shan refugee camp 

northwest of Chiang Mai would not have modern prostheses now without 

the extraordinary perseverance of Duane and Jody. 

 “CPI created an opportunity for us to bring our prosthetics skills to 

an area of the world with great need,” Duane said.



Vietnam

Wounds of Peace

A triangular shaped bomb exploded while Le Van Phuc was scavenging for scrap metal near his home. Shrapnel perforated his 

internal organs and he suffers from partial paralysis on his left side. CPI has supported him for years with everything from corrective 

surgery and training to home improvement assistance. © Erin Fredrichs
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Setting A Record
 Toan, Chi, Phuong, Nhi, Duc, Son and Huyen form the core of the CPI team in Vietnam and in 2007 – 2008, 

they were busier than ever.

 As part of its oldest country program, Clear Path offers victim assistance services ranging from emergency 

medical care, orthopedic surgery and physical therapy to scholarships for children, peer support activities, animal 

husbandry training and home improvement grants.

 Each year, CPI serves survivors with existing injuries sustained since the end of the war in 1975 and it assists 

survivors of new accidents. The number of new accidents in central Vietnam has declined in recent years. The number 

of reported casualties fell to 82 in 2008 from 98 in 2007 and 107 in 2006. But there are still far too many. 

 Last year, incidents involving explosive 

remnants of war (ERWs) occurred in eight 

provinces up and down the central coast. CPI 

responded to all of them by funding emergency 

medical treatment, providing financial support for 

the households during the survivors’ hospitalization, 

making bereavement grants to surviving family 

members and paying for follow-up medical 

procedures, prostheses, physical therapy and so 

on. Assistance to new accident survivors comes 

under CPI’s Emergency Outreach Services (EOS).

 A lot of accidental explosions were set off 

when the survivors were burning and clearing land, 

fishing, hoeing, planting, playing, herding and 

tampering. About forty percent of the casualties, or 

two in every five, were children, while one in seven 

were female.

 Clear Path’s work in Vietnam has become 

more focused on existing mine-affected 

Quang Binh: 10

Quang Tri: 18

Thua Thien Hue: 12

Quang Nam: 7

Quang Ngai: 1

Kon Tum: 3

Gia Lai: 1

Binh Phuoc: 1 
(not shown on map)

2007-08 Landmine & Bomb  
Accidents in Central Vietnam

DA NANG

HUE

17th Parallel
(old DMZ)
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families. The number of beneficiaries in this category 

reached a record in 2008 when Clear Path served 1,679 

individuals, an increase of 15.7 percent over 2007’s 1,450 

beneficiaries. Since the organization’s survivor assistance 

work began in 2000, 6,368 landmine accident survivors 

and their family members have received individualized aid 

from CPI.

The Piggy Bank in 
Vinh Linh
 CPI’s animal husbandry project in Vinh Linh is a good 

example of a survivor assistance initiative that has lifted 

household incomes for impacted families. Following the 

popularity and success of the project last year, Clear Path 

applied the project model to Vinh Thuy commune in the 

district.

 Clear Path selected 24 households from the commune 

and met with them to introduce them to the program. They 

received $70 in financial support for the construction of a 

new pigsty if they didn’t already have one; $50 in support 

to upgrade existing pigsties; $80 to purchase piglets; and 

$5 for vaccinations.

 CPI organized a one-day training course with the district’s Section of Agriculture 

and Rural Development to teach participants up-to-date breeding and husbandry 

techniques.

 Although the project had begun only shortly before the end of the 2007 – 2008 

fiscal year and the participants were at the start of their one-year cycle, all households 

completed their pigsty projects within the 20-day deadline. If last year was any 

indication, families are expected to fully repay the program and boost their incomes 20 – 

40 percent as a result of their new animal husbandry activities. 

C L E A R  P A T H 
I N  V I E T N A M

 The threat: 800,000 landmines and 

unexploded ordnance; 500 

accidents per year

 Start date: 2000

 Region:	 Central	Vietnam/Former	

DMZ

 Area: 16 central coast  

provinces

 Services: Medical, socio-economic 

and psychosocial services 

to landmine accident 

survivors and their families; 

assistance to local hospitals

 Beneficiaries: 6,365 since 2000; 1,679 

in 2007 – 2008.

 Staff: Five full-time; two part-time 

based in Dong Ha
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Adopt-A-District
 Clear Path started with the most heavily 

mine-affected districts in the region (such as 

Quang Tri Province’s Vinh Linh district just 

north of the DMZ during the war and carpet-

bombed for years). It selects the survivors who 

sustained the worst injuries and the families 

that need the most care and support.

  These post-trauma medical, socio-

economic and socio-psychological services to 

existing survivors and members of their families 

are under its Accident Survivor Assistance 

Program (ASAP).

 From mid 2007 to mid 2008, CPI served 

805 beneficiaries in seven central coast 

districts under ASAP: Vinh Linh, Cam Lo and 

Gio Linh in Quang Tri Province; Le Thuy and 

Quang Ninh in Quang Binh Province; A Luoi in 

Thua Thien Hue Province; and Dai Loc in Quang 

Nam Province.

 The Vietnam team works closely with the 

survivor families to develop a family action 

plan that may take several years to complete 

and can include follow-up medical treatment 

and mobility care, support for home renovation 

or construction, the purchase of life stock and training in animal breeding, and 

scholarships for children who were injured in an accident or whose family members 

(particularly parents) were injured in accidental explosions.

Helping Hand
Ho Van Thanh’s pet monkey helps the elderly landmine accident survivor 
feed his fish in a pond stocked by CPI. Ho, whose son is also a survivor, 
lives in A Luoi District, Thua Thien Hue Province -- one of Clear Path’s 
ASAP districts.
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Regional Survivor Activities
 Clear Path’s office is in Dong Ha, the capital city of Quang Tri province. Its survivor assistance services 

are well known in the province and beneficiaries come from all over the region to ask for aid. The organiza-

tion keeps a special fund for these walk-in cases.

 CPI also organizes peer-support and sports activities for beneficiaries in the region; makes and funds 

medical referrals for them to go to facilities further south in Hue City and Da Nang; grants scholarships; 

funds mine risk education activities for children and issues home improvement grants on a walk-in basis.

•	 13	beneficiaries	received	home-improvement	grants

•	 268	beneficiaries	received	scholarships

•	 7	beneficiaries	received	specialized	medical	services

•	 86	beneficiaries	received	support	for	sports	competitions

•	 120	beneficiaries	received	other	services

 Total:     494

Swords to Ploughshares
Children at the Peace School whose construction near the former DMZ was funded by CPI. CPI had the land cleared of explosives 
before the school was built. Children continue to be a big focus for CPI in central Vietnam, where it also supports rehabilitation 
centers for young persons with disabilities and provides scholarships for child survivors. © Erin Fredrichs
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Winner from Vinh Linh
Phuong, a landmine amputee and single mother from 
Vinh Linh district in Quang Tri Province, has won 
more than 25 medals competing as a runner in para 
Olympic games throughout Southeast Asia with CPI 
support. 

A Luoi District, Thua Thien Hue Province

	 •	 100	Beneficiaries	received	home	improvement	grants

Le Thuy District, Quang Binh Province

	 •	 1	beneficiary	received	a	home	improvement	grant

	 •	 101	beneficiaries	received	scholarships

   Total: 102

Cam Lo District, Quang Tri Province

	 •	 32	beneficiaries	received	home	improvement	grants

	 •	 173	beneficiaries	received	scholarships

	 •	 170	beneficiaries	were	sponsored	for	sports	activities

   Total: 375

Vinh Linh District, Quang Tri Province

	 •	 24	beneficiaries	received	animal	husbandry	support

	 •	 44	beneficiaries	received	scholarships

   Total: 68

Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province

	 •	 156	beneficiaries	received	home	improvement	grants

	 •	 147	beneficiaries	received	scholarships

   Total: 303

Quang Ninh District, Quang Binh Province

	 •	 120	beneficiaries	received	home	improvement	grants

Dai Loc district, Quang Nam Province

	 •	 108	beneficiaries	received	home	improvement	grants

Grand total ASAP beneficiaries:        1,176

District Services
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 CANG GIAN VILLAGE, Quang Tri Province -- On the morning of Nov. 

19, 2007, Chi got a phone call from Mines Advisory Group, CPI’s clearance 

partner next door. MAG had just been contacted about an ordnance 

accident involving two teenage girls in a commune 10 kilometers away.

 Chi, the program manager, and Duc, the driver, jumped in the car to 

see the girls at the Quang Tri General hospital.

 “The first girl we saw in the external medicine department was Thien,” 

Chi recalled. “She was lying on a stretcher with lots of injuries to her body, 

especially her left hand. All the fingers of the left hand and one of the right 

hand were broken. Her right eye and other soft parts of the body were also 

damaged by shrapnel.”

 In the other corner of the room was Nhuy, the second girl, who 

received multiple injuries in her face, hand and abdomen, Chi said. 

“Nhuy was awake but too shocked to say anything while Thien was still 

unconscious. Her father told us what happened.”

 The accident occurred when the girls took their families’ cows out to 

graze. On the way to the field, Thien noticed a rusty object protruding from 

    “I thought it might be a 
    danger to the young  
            boys in the village.”

“Nhuy was awake  
           but too shocked
       to say anything...”
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Thien and Nhuy 

the surface. Heavy rains had washed 

away the topsoil and exposed what 

they suspected was a dangerous piece 

of ordnance.

 Thien thought the young boys from her village wouldn’t know how 

dangerous the cluster bomb or “bombie” was and may be tempted to play with 

it. So she bent over and grabbed it with the intention to throw it out of sight.

 Neither Thien nor Nhuy could remember if the bomb left Thien’s hand 

before it exploded, but the noise was deafening and the damage immediate. 

Shrapnel sprayed the girls’ bodies. They screamed in panic. Some workers in 

a nearby cemetery ran to the scene and took 

them to the commune aid station where they 

received first aid before they were rushed to the 

provincial hospital.

 Chi and Duc immediately funded proper 

and medical treatment of the girls which 

spared Thien’s left hand. Nhuy was treated 

for shrapnel and eye injuries. Together, the 

medical costs CPI covered for the families 

would have equaled several months’ wages, 

not to mention the cost of nutrition for the 

patients and the loss of their contribution to 

the households’ economy.

 Nhuy was dismissed after 10 days in the 

hospital, Thien after 20. Nhuy recovered from 

her injuries and regained her eyesight after the 

treatment. Thien’s left hand was saved but she 

lost three fingers. Aside from CPI support for their 

medical treatment, the girls received scholarships so their tuition, books and 

clothes do not have to come out of the family’s household income.

“We were able to help them when they needed it most,” Chi said.

“We were able to 
help them...”
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STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2008
  Temporarily
 Unrestricted Restricted Total

SUPPORT AND REVENUE: 
 Grants and contracts $ 708,525. $ 301,252. $ 1,009,777.
 Other contributions and revenue 51,030. 91,179. 142,209.
 Special programs  —  40,000. 40,000.
 Fundraising events 73,518. — 73,518.
 Interest Income 3,364. — 3,364.

 Net assets released from restrictions 300,381. (300,381.)  —

  Total support and revenue 1,136,818. 132,050. 1,268,868.

OPERATING EXPENSES:
 Program services 878,950. — 878,950.
 Management and general 116,584. — 116,584.

 Fundraising 11,705. — 11,705.

  Total operating expenses 1,007,239. — 1,007,239.

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 129,579. 132,050. 261,629.

NET ASSETS, beginning of year 137,073. 89,900. 226,973.

NET ASSETS, end of year $ 266,652. $ 221,950. $ 488, 602.

BENEFICIARIES BY COUNTRY REVENUE BY COUNTRY

Afghanistan:  
6,325

Vietnam:           

Thai-Burma: 538

1,679

Cambodia:
929 65%

23%

9%

3%

Afghanistan $689,214
Cambodia $87,870
ThaiBurma $32,612
Vietnam $246,621
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