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REFUGEE NEWS BRIEFINGS

1. Sudan: education sector not ready for emergencies

(Juba, 1 July 2010) – The education sector in the autonomous region of Southern Sudan lacks the mechanisms and
procedures to respond in emergencies, according to a specialist, John Yuggi, working for the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).

At a conference last month, organised by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology
(MOEST) and UNICEF, participants heard about plans proposed by the authorities to ensure
the availability of emergency education services within four weeks of a disaster.

Sudan is frequently subject to a variety of natural and man-made disasters, including floods,
droughts, outbreaks of infectious diseases and conflicts between ethnic groups.
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According to the Inter-Agency for Education in Emergencies (INEE) – a global network of
representatives from NGOs, UN agencies, donor agencies, governments, academic
institutions and schools – quality education in emergency situations provides physical,
psychosocial and cognitive protection, which can be both life-sustaining and life-saving.

INEE maintains that “Education mitigates the psychosocial impact of conflict and disasters by giving a sense of normalcy, stability,
structure and hope for the future. Quality education can save lives by providing physical protection from the dangers and exploitation of a
crisis environment”.

Obstacles

Although the authorities have begun the consultation process, it may be some time before the procedures are operational. In this regard,
the conference participants raised a number of pressing issues.

They urged the authorities to consider what will happen if the population votes for independence next year. For example, if the majority of
schools find themselves without textbooks, the Sudanese curriculum and central coordination in Khartoum, will this constitute an
emergency? Is MOEST ready to deal with this kind of emergency, they questioned.

Other practical obstacles facing policymakers include the need to overcome the lack of data on education in the autonomous region.
Participants spoke of the need to develop tools for collecting data at grassroots level and provide training.

For instance, some schools were recently closed in the state of Western Equatoria due to security fears related to the presence of the
Ugandan rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Unfortunately, there are as yet no mechanisms or procedures for the other states in
Southern Sudan to be able to intervene and alleviate the situation.

“School children found themselves in Yambio town [Western Equatoria] without appropriate learning spaces, food, instructional materials
and teachers” said an official from the state ministry of education.

The situation facing schools in Lobone district is another clear example of the need for procedures in emergency education. Most NGOs,
with the exception of JRS and a few others, consider the area too dangerous. Moreover, during the rainy season, travel in the area
becomes a major problem, affecting the delivery of education materials.
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2. Burundi: unrest continues in the capital

Bujumbura, 9 July 2010 – Increasing political violence and human rights violations threatens to derail the
consolidation of peace in Burundi.

On 24 May last, opposition political parties accused the government of rigging the local
elections and withdrew from the presidential elections held a month later. Opposition groups
have also threatened to boycott the parliamentary elections due to held between 23 and 28
July.

The ruling CNDD-FDD party won 64 percent of the vote in the local elections, described by
international and national election observers as largely free and fair. The only candidate in the
presidential elections, outgoing president, Pierre Nkurunziza, was elected with 91 percent of
the vote. More than 76 percent of the registered electorate turned out to vote.

Since the local elections, the government has imposed severe restrictions. Political violence
has escalated, with more than 100 grenade attacks since 12 June, resulting in 10 people
dead and more than 60 injured. With the grenade and other attacks mostly targeting the
ruling party, members of the political opposition have been subject to arbitrary arrests and restrictions of movement.

"JRS is concerned that the gains made since the end of the civil war, which cost the lives of nearly 300,000 people, could be lost. Donor
governments which have underwritten the peace process need to encourage both sides to peacefully resolve the current crisis," said JRS
Great Lakes Advocacy and Communications Officer, Alberto Lana-Linati.

Weary of conflict

In the east of the country, where JRS is implementing its food security programme with returnees, the situation is calm.

“The problems are in Bujumbura – the capital – between the big fish. Here we work in peace among humble people”, a local parish priest in
the northern province of Muyinga told JRS.

“Here in rural areas, people are tired of war and conflicts; they only want to live in peace”, a mother superior from further south said.

Since the peace process began, approximately half a million Burundians have returned from exile in neighbouring countries. Many have
returned to the land. In one of the world’s most densely populated countries, they frequently suffer from food insecurity.

Worried that the current instability may spread, JRS food security projects continue trying to bring stability to a region which has been hit
by war, drought and other upheavals. Teams try to involve the population and change the way people work, to increase the capacity of this
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overexploited land.

“JRS does not only offer assistance. The organisation asks the population to give something too. This is a way of not creating dependency
and promoting self-sufficiency and solidarity”, said JRS Burundi Rutana Food Security Project Director, Donatien Buzoya.

Donatien admits some returnees are worried about events in Bujumbura; but says most feel far away from the problems in the capital, and
are not interested in these power struggles.
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3. South Africa: Bishops Conference calls for renewed vigour in the face of xenophobia

Johannesburg, 9 July 2010 – In a public statement in response to rumours of xenophobic attacks following the end of
the World Cup, the President of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, urged
the government, employers and citizens alike to listen with renewed vigour to voices expressing legitimate
grievances and act for our common good.

Commending the professionalism of the police service during the World Cup, the bishops
urged both communities and the authorities to put an end to impunity for those who commit
violent acts, and and expressed the hope that the positive experiences of so many visitors to
South Africa in recent months can continue to be replicated in our local communities. In
addition, they called on those tempted towards violence for whatever reason to find other
means of expressing their grievances.

False assertions

Despite assertions that “foreigners take South African jobs, the bishops continued, the
evidence shows that non-South Africans are no more likely to be involved in criminal activities
than their national counterparts. In addition, they are generally more likely to generate
employment opportunities rather than take them away.

“In the past, violence against foreign communities in the name of protests against poor service delivery suggests that we must be vigilant
and work harder to improve the lot of the poorest South African residents”, the statement read.

It is incumbent upon the governing authorities to manage the legal flows of people in and out of the country, and ensure that legally
resident migrants be provided with proper documentation and the capacity to integrate into their new communities. In addition, the bishops
added, it is equally important that the government, in line with international responsibilities, open its borders to those, who through no fault
of their own, are fleeing persecution and economic meltdown.

For the full statement see http://www.sacbc.org.za/Site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=437:archbishop-buti-tlhagale-on-
rumours-of-post-world-cup-xenophobic-violence&catid=1:latest&Itemid=100
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4. South Africa: World Cup shines a spotlight on refugees and migrants

Johannesburg, 14 July 2010 – Sixty games on, three million spectators and billions of US dollars better, South Africa
feels rehabilitated in the eyes of the world. Many believe that a combination of wide media coverage, some early
police response and the consciousness that the world is looking on has left at least some refugees feeling safer than
they did two years ago.

“Despite persistent and intensifying rumours of xenophobic attacks, fears of a repeat of the
May 2008 attacks that left 62 people dead and 100,000 displaced have not been realised.
Even though there have been isolated attacks and loots, as yet there has been no widespread
displacement”, said JRS Southern Africa Director, David Holdcroft SJ.

“But the very presence of these threats points to another reality in South Africa, one that
rarely appeared in World Cup coverage. Like many emerging societies South Africa is a long
way from being a truly inclusive society. But the last month has demonstrated it has made
huge strides. It is vital that this progress not be undermined now”, continued Fr Holdcroft.

Real progress is slow

In the last six weeks, the main road to Zimbabwe has been laden with refugees and migrants, as people reacted to the rumours and
threats. Although the police minister, Nathi Mthetwa, claims the flight of Zimbabweans is a normal course of events marking the end of the
seasonal labour season, the government was sufficiently concerned to convene an inter-ministerial committee to look at the phenomenon,
while at the same time ordering its army to stand by in case of outbreaks.

“Such measures demonstrate that South Africa is approaching some of its problems with greater maturity than two years ago”, added Fr
Holdcroft.
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In one informal settlement, JRS staff were asked to supply money to a proposed neighbourhood watch to protect local foreign
shopkeepers. The implication was that, if they didn't, those shopkeepers would be in grave danger, probably from the very people
'volunteering' for the watch.

Community negotiations have begun in many settlements, some brokered by the government, others by the UN refugee agency (UNHCR)
and NGOs such as JRS. At the same time the police, acting on intelligence, have been proactively making arrests in some areas.
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5. Australia: asylum focus should be on protection, not punishment

Sydney, 6 July 2010 – JRS has called on the government to focus its policy on the protection of vulnerable people
rather than the elimination of people smugglers.

JRS Australia Director, Sacha Bermudez-Goldman SJ, described the newly announced policy
– which includes the potential establishment of external processing facilities in countries in
the region – as couched in terms that emphasised the role of people smugglers, diverting
attention from the reality faced by people fleeing persecution.

“International agencies like JRS recognise that Australia needs an adequate process for
determining the protection claims of asylum seekers in our region, and the reality is that we
do need to work together in achieving this”, said Fr Sacha Bermudez-Goldman.

Australia, Fr Bermudez-Goldman added, should not shirk its responsibility towards those
refugees trying to reach its borders.

Best form of regional protection

“Let's ask what might be the best form of regional protection and processing for asylum seekers. We also don't want to delegate our
responsibility to someone else whose voice is not as strong as Australia's. We know what doesn't work and what creates pain and mental
health issues. We also know the cost of outsourcing our refugee determination process. Let's hope we can learn from the negative
experiences of the past and not make the same mistakes again”, Fr Bermudez-Goldman continued.

While the JRS Australia Director welcomed the prime minister’s call for public debate, he said the public needs to have all the information
available to be able to engage in the deliberation in a way that is helpful and constructive.

JRS Australia supports asylum seekers in the community with accommodation, financial assistance, English classes, job search and
personal support and accompaniment. It helps those who have been granted refugee status to find employment and offers assistance with
their transition to independence.
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6. Italy: human rights organisations call for end the policy of forced returns

Rome, 2 July 2010 – JRS Italy has called on the Italians to reawaken their consciences. According to JRS Italy
Director, Giovanni La Manna SJ, Italy is sending refugees who are seeking protection in a safe country to Libya,
where they face mistreatment and possible return to their country of origin. It is absolutely urgent that Italy end this
policy, concluded La Manna.

The JRS statement followed the transfer of approximately 250 Eritreans from a detention
centre in Braq in southern Libya 12 hours south to another centre in Misurata, and fears that
the group may be deported to Eritrea and Sudan.

The group, which human rights organisations believe contains asylum seekers, was
transferred on three trucks following a revolt three days earlier between detainees. It is
believed that some detainees refused to cooperate with diplomatic officials from their country
of origin for fear of reprisals if they were deported.

JRS joined the calls of other humanitarian agencies urging the competent Italian authorities to
assume their responsibilities and do what is possible to prevent the forced return of Eritreans,
including asylum seekers whose lives are at risk.

Council of Europe

In a letter to the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Franco Frattini, and the Minster for Home Affairs, Roberto Maroni, the Commissioner for
Human Rights of the Council of Europe, Thomas Hammarberg, urged the Italian government to work with the Libyan authorities to clarify
the situation of the 250 Eritreans.

According to numerous reports received by Commissioner Hammarberg, many of the Eritreans were mistreated by the police and were in
need of medical treatment.
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7. Haiti: earthquake survivors living in appalling circumstances

Port-au-Prince, Rome, Washington DC, 12 July 2010 – Six months after the earthquake disaster in Haiti, more than
one million survivors continue to live in appalling conditions, with inadequate sanitation, limited access to services,
insecurity and constant food shortages.

According to a statement released by JRS, conditions in many of the nearly 1,400 camps for
internally displaced persons (IDPs) around the capital, Port-au-Prince, are extremely critical.
The case of the largest IDP camp, Automeca, with a population of 11,000, is typical:
residents continue to live in shacks held up by rags and poles. There are no schools or
electricity; sanitation is poor, the water barely drinkable and drainage, to say the least,
hazardous. When heavy rain falls, garbage rushes through the camp.

Although nearly all survivors have been reached with aid, many have received less than three
deliveries of food. Unfortunately, distributions are halted too early without assessing the
impact on the most vulnerable groups. Recognising the need to kick start the local economy,
measures need to be taken to prevent unnecessary suffering, the statement continued.

Shelter and security

The situation in unofficial camps is even worse. Throughout the city, unofficial camp residents receive little or no care from large aid
organisations or international coordinating bodies; many have even been told leave the camps but have not been provided with alternative
housing.
Moreover, increased insecurity, especially in camps which frequently lack electricity and lighting at night, poses a particular threat to
women and children. At a meeting with JRS Haiti on 20 June, seven IDP camp leaders highlighted numerous concerns, including the high
incidence of violence and exploitation perpetrated against girls aged 11 to 15 – forced to exchange sex for food – and the deteriorating
health of camp residents.

On 12 January 2010, more than 220,000 Haitians died – two percent of the population – and a further 300,000 were injured. With a total
population of just over 10 million, the affected population in Haiti is estimated at three million.

For many years JRS has provided humanitarian assistance to displaced Haitians in both the Dominican Republic and along the Haitian
border. In addition, JRS works in seven camps serving the needs of more than 21,000 displaced people in and around the capital, providing
emergency assistance, psychosocial support, and training to community leaders to manage camps and civil society organisations.
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8. Haiti: little progress after six months

Port-au-Prince, 10 July 2010 – Six months after the earthquake devastated Haiti on 12 January, the situation in the
country, specifically that of approximately three million survivors, remains worrying, according to JRS Haiti.

Despite the preparative and preventive efforts of UN agencies, international organisations, the
Haitian authorities and other local actors to cope with the humanitarian crisis and other
natural disasters, the hurricane season now represents a significant danger to vulnerable
populations, the 1.7 million displaced and other homeless persons.

Moreover, despite the introduction by the UN World Food Programme of “Food for Work” and
“Cash for Work” initiatives, food insecurity is increasingly affecting the Haitian population,
particularly at least two million earthquake survivors. This situation especially affects
displaced persons, forced to live rough or in hellish provisional camps under constant threat of
being evicted by landowners, and still waiting to be relocated by the Haitian authorities.

Inside these camps, hunger pushes young girls to turn to prostitution in exchange for a hot meal, and the number of reported cases of
sexual violence and theft continues to rise. The fundamental rights of displaced populations, principally the most vulnerable groups, unable
to gain access to education and healthcare services, are no longer respected.

In addition, the slow pace of the reconstruction process, in part due to the failure of donors to live up to commitments made at the
international conference on Haiti in New York last March, is alarming. As UN Secretary General Ban Ki moon told the 31st Assembly
General of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) on 4 July, “Promises will not feed the Haitian people and unrealised commitments will
not provide housing to those in need”.

In the interim, national leaders and other Haitian political actors have shown more interest in the struggle for power than in tackling the
country’s humanitarian situation and reconstruction process. The current administration, led by President René Préval, and the opposition
parties are leading the country towards a political crisis over the organisation of the next presidential, legislative and local elections on 28
November next.

Nevertheless, civil society and other organisations continue to demand their inclusion and participation in the reconstruction process,
encouraging Haitian politicians to seek a consensual approach to the resolution of the current political impasse and proposing urgent,
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appropriate and concrete responses to the serious problems facing the country.
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9. USA: Jesuits and JRS staff co-author new book on forced migrants

Washington DC —At the end of 2007, it was estimated that more than nearly 70 million persons have been
displaced by war, persecution and other serious human rights violations and natural disasters. As the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres said “we have more and more people on the move and more and
more barriers to their movement.”

Responding to Guterres’s call for a new humanitarian protection compact, Driven from Home,
a thought-provoking new book, edited by David Hollenbach SJ, bringing together contributors
from several disciplines, including current and former JRS staff members, was published last
month.

This collection approaches the problem through the lens of ethics, questioning the definition
of a refugee as stated in the 1951 Refugee Convention. Internally displaced persons are not
protected by this convention, nor are persons displaced due to economic or environmental
causes. Is a person who is forced to choose between leaving his or her country and starving
due to economic deprivation not a forced migrant? The many causes of migration are
interwoven and mutually reinforcing making it hard to identify who should be responsible for
the refugees in question.

Proposing a creative and effective human rights framework to guide political and policy
responses to forced migration, Driven from Home blends practical experience working with
forced migrants with probing analysis of the causes and possible responses to their plight.

For further information see http://www.press.georgetown.edu/detail.html?session=
d76272bef812e53da18770025cfc175b&id=9781589016460
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UPDATES ON JRS PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

10. Uganda: reaching out to rebuild cultural identity

Kitgum (Uganda), 14 July 2010 - During the Ugandan conflict between the government and Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA), the once respected elders of the ethnic Acholi people slowly lost their authority and the respect of younger
people.

In the past, the elders were the custodians of Acholi culture and traditions, the resolution of
conflicts and the provision of guidance on acceptable behaviour. With people forced to survive
in camps, new ways of life were introduced and attitudes changed. However, with some
space and encouragement, dialogue has been able to revert, at least in part, this trend,
bringing some unexpected results.

In 2007, JRS began working with the most vulnerable groups remaining in the camps - older
persons, persons with disabilities, child-headed households - approximately 4,000 of the
remaining 48,000. It was at this time that teams began visiting older persons at home. They
recognised the need to strengthen relationships between younger and older people: their
cultural values and ethnic identity as a way of healing the wounds of war and providing
protection to extremely vulnerable persons

“In the beginning, it was difficult to get elders and young people to sit together. However, when they realised the value of the activity they
started participating in the weekly meetings; first in Amida camp, then in Oryang and Lumule camps. All the participants have changed
their perspective and behaviour with regards to their culture” said JRS Uganda Community Outreach Coordinator in Kitgum, Margaret
Birungi.

“The door of communication has been opened. The elders have realised that culture evolves over time. Young people see the value of
preserving their cultural identity. This has led to the re-introduction of traditional medicine and many young people have learned how to hunt
to supplement their food supply”, added Ms Birungi.

Feedback from the community has been positive, and by 2010, 45 older persons out of 101, who received home visits, had been reunited
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with their families. Many have received assistance building more permanent shelters and establishing livelihood activities. Phased out at
the end of 2009, the project also assisted 115 young people. Although it managed to reach a small percentage of the IDP population, it
was worthwhile because it will bring a long lasting impact on the lives of the few”, said JRS Uganda Kitgum Project Director, Donna
Cimafranca.

Durable return, a long process

Four years after the initiation of 2006 peace talks, nearly 280,000 (84 percent) internally displaced persons (IDPs) had left the camps.
However, many of those who have remained are unable to leave.

Extremely vulnerable individuals continue to rely on the support of other returnees and NGOs for their needs. Agencies and the government
are taking steps to restore basic services and improve infrastructure. Nevertheless, many services remain out of reach for residents in the
return areas.

During the return process, many extremely vulnerable have been left behind due to lack of support and resources. Some lost their families
in the conflict, others had become estranged. Relatives are often unable to support older members.

JRS currently provides support to approximately 200 extremely vulnerable persons in Kitgum.
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