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Yemen: Alarming Malnutrition Rates among Children 
in Conflict Zone

The UN’s fund for children, UNICEF, is sounding the alarm over 
staggering rates of child malnutrition in the conflict-affected 
Sa’ada governorate in northern Yemen. 
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Pakistan: Three Months on, the Emergency continues

Three months into the flood crisis in Pakistan, millions remain 
in urgent need of support. After heavy monsoon rains caused 
landslides and flood waters to sweep away entire communities, 
many have lost what little they owned, either under flood waters 
or from having to sell animals and personal items to help their 
families through the disaster.

A UNICEF-supported survey carried out by the Ministry of Public 
Health and Population 
found that nearly half of 
the 26,246 children aged 
6-59 months screened in 
five western districts of 
Sa’ada in July 2010 were 
suffering from global acute 
malnutrition (GAM). In one 
area, the proportion was 
as high as three out of four 
children. The World Health 

Organization defines a GAM of 15 per cent as an emergency.

Overall, 17 per cent of the children screened suffer from severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) which places a child at risk of dying 
from a simple infection. Twenty-eight per cent suffer from 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) which puts the child at risk 
of becoming severely malnourished from a simple infection. 
Global acute malnutrition (GAM) refers to the total percentage 
of children suffering from both SAM and GAM. 

UNICEF in Yemen said that malnutrition is the main underlying 
cause of death for young children in Yemen, and that thousands 
of children are at serious risk as winter approaches. 

UNICEF figures show that 15 per cent of children nationwide 
suffer from global acute malnutrition. The protracted conflict 
in Sa’ada has worsened the situation as delivery of basic 
relief items, including ready-to-use therapeutic food, has been 
severely constrained due to insecurity.

The survey covered a third of one of Yemen’s 21 
governorates, but other recent assessments and surveys 
from the camps for internally displaced persons and the 
host communities affected by the Sa’ada conflict also show 
very high levels of acute malnutrition, according to UNICEF.  
www.irinnews.org and www.unicef.org

Map Sources: Europ Technologies, UNCS

At the height of the flooding, one-fifth of the area of Pakistan was 
inundated as here in Punjab. Photo: Jaspreet Kindra/IRIN 

The emergency is far from over with an estimated 14 million 
people in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. Many face 
serious challenges on a daily basis, relying on the supply of 
safe drinking water, food, health care and shelter, especially 
as the harsh winter begins and temperatures drop in northern 
Pakistan. Displaced people are scattered across vast areas 
and flood waters are still engulfing their homes, particularly in 
Sindh. In the north, the first snow has fallen in the mountains, and 
agricultural communities all along the Indus have witnessed 
their crops and livestock disappear.

Through the work of the United Nations and its partners, 
six million people in the country have received food in 
October, emergency shelter has been provided for 3.9 million 
people, 2.5 million receive safe drinking water, and 5.9 
million people have benefitted from essential health care. 
www.pakresponse.info
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For next year, UNRWA requires $19.81 million to continue its 
relief and recovery operations for the camp’s 27,000 refugees 
and is now seeking support from the international community 
for its activities. UNRWA’s role is critical in supporting the 
displaced refugees of NBC and maintaining stability in the 
Palestine refugee camps and in Lebanon as a whole.   

In 2011, the activities for which UNRWA seeks support include 
provision of adequate temporary shelters for 5,670 families 
until their homes are reconstructed; ensuring the food security 
of 18,889 individuals; enhancing access for 611 displaced 
Palestine pupils to proper education; providing basic health 
and medical services to 25,866 individuals, and promoting 
economic recovery within the refugee community.  

By the end of 2010, some of the displaced refugee families 
will start returning to their reconstructed homes. The 
number of returning families is expected to reach 300 by 
mid-2011, and by October 2011 another 455 displaced 
families are expected to return to their newly built homes. 
www.unrwa.org

Personal Stories from Palestine Refugees

UN Day 24 October was marked in various ways across the region. 
In oPt, UNRWA launched a multimedia micro-site that invites 
visitors into the lives of Palestine refugees. The site features 
a series of short films from UNRWA’s five fields of operation. 
The series, Peace Starts Here, offers a personal perspective, 
highlighting stories of perseverance and creativity in the face 
of the most challenging of circumstances. The multimedia 
site was launched with four stories with more to be added. 
www.peacestartshere.org

“Making Cities Resilient” Campaign launched in Arab 
Region 

Margareta Wahlström, Special Representative for the UN 
Secretary-General on Disaster Risk Reduction, launched the 
2010-2011 World Disaster Reduction Campaign “Making Cities 
Resilient” on 4 October in Kuwait on the margins of the General 
Assembly of the Arab Towns Organization. The campaign 
was launched globally in Bonn in May, followed by regional 
launches. The Kuwait launch covers the Arab region. 

The main message of the campaign is to urge cities and local 
governments to get ready, reduce risks, and become resilient 
to disasters. For the next two years and beyond, the United 
Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) 
will promote this theme with its partners to reach the goal. 
The “Making Cities Resilient” campaign addresses issues of 
local governance and urban risk while drawing upon previous 
UNISDR campaigns on safer schools and hospitals. 

In Kuwait, Ms. Wahlström named H.E. Tamer Al-Hajjeh, 
Syrian Minister of Local Administration, the newest Campaign 
Champion. Tamer Al-Hajjeh will be expected to promote the 
campaign along with other champions from Japan, Philippines, 
and Thailand.  The Arab Towns Organization signed a Campaign 
Partnership Agreement and will be a key partner organization 
for UNISDR to implement the campaign in the Arab region. 

The Arab region also celebrated the International Day for 
Disaster Reduction on 13 October. Health and safety during 

disasters was the 
theme of the events in 
Algeria and Tunisia 
in cooperation with 
amongst others WHO, 
while Syria and Lebanon 
focused on safe schools 
in collaboration with 
UNICEF.  As part of the 
celebration, the “Making 
Cities Resilient” campaign 

was launched nationally in Comoros, Egypt, Lebanon 
and Syria, with the following cities signing up: Aleppo, 
Alexandria, Aqaba, Baalbeck, Beirut, Byblos, Cairo, Homs, 
Ismailia, Moroni, Saida, Sharm El-Sheikh, Tripoli and Tyre. 
http://unisdr.org/english/campaigns/campaign2010-2011

The “Making Cities Resilient” campaign logo

Women in the rubbles of her home in the Nahr El- Bared 
refugee camp in Lebanon. Photo: UNHCR

UNRWA seeks Support for Refugees in Lebanon in 
2011

Since clashes between the 
Lebanese army and Islamic 
militants led to the destruction of 
the Nahr El- Bared refugee camp 
(NBC) in Lebanon in 2007, the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) has attended to the most 
basic needs of the camp population 
(see also Lebanon: Preventing a 
Humanitarian Crisis in the North, 
ROMENACA Humanitarian Update 
May 2010)
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New Round of Talks on Conflict in Western Sahara

Since 1975, tens of thousands of Saharawi refugees live in 
the Tindouf camps in south-western Algeria in one of the most 
protracted refugee crises in the world. They depend almost 
entirely on humanitarian assistance and although their living 
conditions have improved during their 35-year displacement, 
the situation remains precarious and untenable.

The UN has been involved in efforts towards a settlement in 
Western Sahara since the mid- 1970s, when fighting broke 
out between Morocco and Western Sahara’s independence 
movement, Polisario Front, after the end of the Spanish colonial 
administration of the territory.

Regional Information Sharing Network moves ahead

The Humanitarian Information Network (HIN) in the Arab 
region seeks to improve information sharing and regional 
collaboration in the field of information management among 
humanitarian partners such as governments, UN agencies, 
NGOs and charities, and mass media.

On 18 October, the third HIN steering group meeting was held in 
Kuwait where participants reviewed experiences from a well-
established information sharing mechanism in Latin America 
(RedHum) to inspire the work towards their own platform in the 
Arab region. The meeting also discussed the work ahead up 
to second annual workshop on Information Sharing for Better 
Humanitarian Action in Kuwait City in April 2011.

The HIN initiative was born at a meeting in Muscat, Oman, 
in January 2010 organized by OCHA and hosted by the 
National Civil Defense Committee of the Sultanate of Oman 
to help strengthen humanitarian information collaboration 
in the Middle East region. At this meeting, 60 participants 
looked at information management in a regional context 
and at the key roles of governments, media, international 
organizations, non-governmental organizations 
and the United Nations in ensuring effective use of 
information for humanitarian preparedness and response. 
http://redhum.org

Saharawi refugees from Western Sahara have lived in the Tindouf 
camps in south-western Algeria for 35 years.  
Photo source: instablogsimages

Map source: The Economist 4 November 2010

On 8 and 9 November, a third round of UN-brokered talks will 
take place in the United States between representatives of the 
Moroccan government and Polisario Front in a bid to bring an 
end to the conflict and pave the way for a resolution to the 
refugee caseload. 

The neighbouring states of Algeria and Mauritania also 
participate in the informal talks.

Recently, the European Commission has allocated €10 million to 
improve the nutritional and dietary status of Saharawi refugees 
and address the needs of the most vulnerable. Projects funded 
through this allocation will be implemented by NGOs and UN 
agencies over a period of 18 months. The projects are aimed 
at ensuring adequate access to basic services such as health, 
water, sanitation and hygiene as well as education and the 
provision of essential relief items such as shelters. 

For more information, please contact:
Jens Laerke, OCHA Cairo, 0020195 558 662,
laerke@un.org


