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Background Summary 
 
Over the past decade, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has endured a string 
of natural disasters that have contributed to a prolonged famine that has already claimed an 
estimated two million lives. Severe flooding and drought have damaged much of the limited 
agricultural land, leaving only 14 percent arable and the country’s 22 million inhabitants heavily 
dependent on international food aid. An economic decline since the end of the Cold War, largely 
the result of misguided policy but coupled with the collapse of assistance from former East-Bloc 
nations and the former Soviet Union, has further exacerbated the food insecurity in the DPRK. 
Recent shortfalls in international assistance and difficulties surrounding aid distribution have 
further aggravated the humanitarian crisis, and there are no immediate signs of improvement. 
 
The DPRK was established in 1948 following the division of the Korean peninsula at the end of 
the Second World War. Upon the departure of foreign troops from the area in 1949, the 
communist North and its rival South Korea intensified their competition for control of the 
peninsula, eventually giving rise to the Korean War. The three years of war that ensued 
devastated both the North and the South and left each government struggling to rebuild its 
economy. During this period of reconstruction, North Korea depended heavily on its communist 
allies and on its mineral resources to secure high economic growth. The decades that followed, 
however, were marked by inconsistent economic productivity, poor infrastructure and the 
inability to finance a large international debt. The period was also characterized by a tumultuous 
relationship with neighboring South Korea. At present, the DPRK’s relationship with South 
Korea remains tenuous, with provocations by North Korea frustrating a campaign by the current 
administration in Seoul to substantially improve relations. 
 
Although chronically unable to feed its own people, the North Korean government has 
proclaimed a policy of self-sufficiency that has perpetuated the Regime’s extreme isolation from 
the rest of the world. Insufficient resource imports, dysfunctional economic policies and the 
country’s continued political and economic isolation have produced economic decline and 
stagnation in recent years. Although roughly 25 percent of the country’s GDP comes from 
agriculture, North Korea is currently experiencing a grain shortage of more than one million 
tons. Largely due to the faltering economy and a string of natural disasters, the crisis has been 
exacerbated by a lack of fertilizer, poor storage and transportation practices, as well as 
deforestation, soil erosion and overall land degradation. Poor environmental practices have also 
contributed to heavy water pollution, and there are insufficient amounts of potable water. 
Moreover, an estimated 25-33 percent of North Korea’s GDP is spent on maintaining an army of 
about one million, leaving much of the civilian population to subsist on international food aid 
and inadequate government rations.  
 
Food rationing has long been used by the North Korean government. Prior to the flooding in 
1995, the official daily ration was 600 grams per person. Current government rations are just  
200-250 grams per person, roughly half of the minimum recommended daily food intake. It is 
estimated that 45 percent of Korean children under the age of five are malnourished. A shortage 
of medical supplies and lack of proper facilities have left the country unable to deal with many 
common illnesses and have resulted in high rates of child mortality. Much of the population 
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consumes very little protein and few vegetables, and there is an excess dependence on maize as a 
staple. The lack of proper nutrition has produced grave consequences throughout North Korea, 
especially in urban areas and in the rural north and northeast, where the availability of food is 
lowest. Chronic digestive problems have become increasingly prevalent in these areas. The 
temporary suspension of United Nations World Food Program (WFP) food aid to over one 
million of its 6.4 million beneficiaries during the month of May 2002 forced many to resort to 
eating grass and seaweed. Although assistance has since resumed, further shipments of food aid 
will be needed in the coming months in order to maintain the food pipeline.  The willingness of 
South Korea and Japan to contribute grain remains uncertain at this time. 
 
Providing humanitarian assistance to North Korea has proved difficult for non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and the UN due to the country’s authoritarian regime and closed-door 
policy. Some improvements have occurred since assistance began in 1995, however, and the 
WFP has attained access to 163 of 206 counties. Although international monitoring of food 
assistance is permitted, random spot checks are not. There are no open channels to the refugee 
population—help is clandestine. 
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Report Summary 
 
This report offers international agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the media 
and the public an overview of the humanitarian assistance being provided to the people of North 
Korea by InterAction member agencies.  
 
Fifteen member organizations reported their current or planned relief and development 
operations in North Korea. The programs address a broad range of sectors including: agriculture 
and food security; disaster and emergency relief; education and training; environmental 
protection; health care; human rights, peace and conflict resolution; organizational capacity 
building; rural development and water and sanitation. 
 
These activities take place in a number of locations including in and around Pyongyang, South 
Pyongan Province, North Hwanghe, Kangwon Province, Sepo County, Pukchang county and 
Rajin-Sonbong district. 
 
The agencies in this report have presented various objectives for their programs in North Korea. 
Many deal with increased food production as well as the provisions of medical supplies. Some 
agencies focus on particularly vulnerable populations, such as children and pregnant and nursing 
women. Other common themes among program objectives include agricultural assistance and 
emergency relief. 
 
Many of the agencies in this report work with the support of, or in coordination with local and 
international partners. Some of the organizations mentioned are: the European Union (EU), the 
Flood Damage Rehabilitation Committee (FDRC), Caritas Internationalis/Hong Kong and 
various UN agencies. 
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Organizations by Sector Activity 

 
Agriculture and Food Security 
American Friends Service Committee 
Catholic Relief Services 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
Church World Service 
Concern Worldwide 
Heifer Project International 
Lutheran World Relief 
Mercy Corps 
 
Disaster and Emergency Relief 
American Friends Service Committee 
AmeriCares 
Baptist World Aid 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
Church World Service 
Holt International Children’s Services 
Korean American Sharing Movement 
Lutheran World Relief 
Mercy Corps 
 
Education and Training 
Heifer Project International 
US Fund for UNICEF 
 
Environmental Protection 
Concern Worldwide 
US Fund for UNICEF 
 
Health Care 
AmeriCares 
Catholic Relief Services 
Church World Service 
International Aid 
Mercy Corps 
US Fund for UNICEF 
World Vision 
 
 
 
 

Human Rights, Peace and 
Conflict Resolution 
American Friends Service Committee 

 
Organizational Capacity Building 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 

 
Rural Development 
Heifer Project International 
World Vision 

 
Water and Sanitation 
Concern Worldwide 
US Fund for UNICEF 
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Glossary of Acronyms 
 
Acronyms    InterAction Member 
AFSC     American Friends Service Committee 
BWAid    Baptist World Aid 
CRS     Catholic Relief Services 
CRWRC    Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 
CWS     Church World Service 
KASM     Korean American Sharing Movement 
LWR     Lutheran World Relief  
 
Other Acronyms 
AAS     Academy of Agricultural Services 
ACT     Action by Churches Together 
CFGB     Canadian Food Grains Bank 
DPRK     Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
ECHO     European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office 
EPI     Expanded Program on Immunization 
EU     European Union 
FALU     Food Aid Liaison Unit 
FCNL     Friends Committee on National Legislation 
FDRC     Flood Damage Rehabilitation Committee 
FFW     Food for Work 
IEC     Information, Education, Communication 
KCF     Korean Christian Federation 
NGO     Non-governmental Organization 
PVOC     Private Voluntary Organization Consortium 
SIDA     Swedish International Development Agency 
UN     United Nations 
WFP     World Food Program 
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American Friends Service Committee 
 
US Contacts 
Alice Andrews 
Asst. Coordinator Asia Program 
1501 Cherry St.  
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
E-mail: aandrews@afsc.org   
Phone: 215-241-7149 
Fax: 215-241-7026 
 
Randall Ireson 
DPRK Development Assistance Coordinator 
3590 Elderberry Dr. S. 
Salem, OR 97302 
E-mail: rireson@compuserve.com  
Phone/Fax: (503) 364-9462 
 
Media Contact 
Janis Shields 
Media Relations Director 
E-mail: jshields@afsc.org  
Phone: 215-241-7060 
 
Website: www.afsc.org  

Field Contacts 
James Reilly and Wu Na 
East Asia Quaker Intl Affairs Representatives 
Xing Hai dasha A23-4; 
595 Zhongshan Lu 
Shahekou Qu 
Dalien, PR China 116023 
E-mail: eaqiar@aol.com  
Phone: +86-138-9848-0649 
Phone/Fax: +86-411-467-7526 
 
 
 

 
Introduction to American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 
The AFSC is a Quaker organization which includes people of various faiths who are committed 
to social justice, peace and humanitarian service. Its work is based on the belief in the worth of 
every person, and faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice. 
 
American Friends Service Committee in North Korea 
AFSC provides emergency and development assistance to the DPRK in order to help modernize 
and increase agricultural production. In cooperation with the Mennonite Central Committee, 
AFSC is assisting four North Korean cooperative farms with a total population of over 19,000. 
These farms are in the rice-growing western plains surrounding Pyongyang. Agricultural 
assistance has included fertilizer (615 tons in 2002), clear plastic sheeting (over 250 thousand 
square meters in 2000) and selected farming equipment, seeds, and technical support. 
 
In coordination with the North Korean Academy of Agricultural Services (AAS), AFSC has 
sponsored six study-tours for North Korean agricultural scientists to visit US and Chinese 
agricultural universities, farms and research centers.  AFSC is currently supporting 
experimentation by the AAS and the farms to test biological sources of nitrogen fertilizer and 
alternate crop rotations.  
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Through its East Asia Quaker International Affairs Program based in Tokyo, AFSC engages with 
NGOs in Northeast Asia and seeks to build trust along lines of political division in the region.  
The program also works to broaden the dialogue between the U.S. and the DPRK.  
 
Since 1995, AFSC’s contributions of relief food and materials and agricultural supplies to the 
DPRK have totaled over $2,300,000; current programs are valued at approximately $400,000 
annually. Major funding sources other than direct contributions to AFSC include the Mennonite 
Central Committee, the Swedish International Development Agency, and Lutheran World Relief. 
 
General sectors of AFSC activity in the DPRK include: Agriculture and Food Production, 
Disaster and Emergency Relief, and Peace and Conflict Resolution. 
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AmeriCares  
 
US Contact 
Elizabeth Griffin 
Director of Communications 
AmeriCares Foundation 
161 Cherry St. 
New Canaan, CT 06840 
Tel: 800-486-4357 x 5552 
E-mail: egriffin@americares.org  
Website: www.americares.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact the New Canaan office 

 

Introduction to AmeriCares 
AmeriCares responds to natural and man-made disasters around the world and develops long-
term programs to meet ongoing humanitarian needs. We do this by assembling donations of 
medicines, medical supplies and other relief materials from the private sector. Generous financial 
donations from individuals, foundations and corporations provide the means to send the aid via 
airlift or ocean cargo to health and welfare professionals around the world. For two decades, the 
success of AmeriCares has been characterized by timely response, meaningful impact, high 
integrity and intense passion for the work. To accomplish this, AmeriCares has developed a 
platform based on strategic partnerships, high efficiency and tight auditing procedures. 
 
AmeriCares in North Korea 
AmeriCares continues to be concerned by the profound levels of malnutrition and lack of 
adequate health care found in the pediatric hospitals and orphanages in North Korea. The steady 
flow of international food and medical aid has been critical in meeting the population's basic 
food and healthcare needs. The ongoing work of AmeriCares is focused on health care and 
disaster and emergency relief.   
 
Projects 
AmeriCares sends two airlifts to North Korea per year to various medical facilities that the 
agency supports in and around P’yongyang. Disaster relief teams on the ground ensure accurate 
and timely distribution of the supplies, and remain on site until all materials are fully distributed.  
Site visits to all recipient institutions take place with each airlift and follow-up visits and 
correspondence takes place with all facilities AmeriCares supports. AmeriCares’ two most recent 
airlifts to North Korea encompassed nearly $4,500,000 worth of humanitarian relief supplies. 
The cargo, consisting of antibiotics, prenatal vitamins and other nutritional supplements, was 
distributed to three hospitals and two orphanages: P’yongyang Medical University Hospital, 
South Pyongyan Pediatric Hospital, North Hwanghae Pediatric Hospital, South Pyongyan 
Orphanage and North Hwanghae Orphanage.   
  
Since it began operating in North Korea in 1997, AmeriCares has delivered 663,709 pounds of 
relief materials to the region, with a total wholesale value of US$ 16,266,912. All relief materials 
are obtained through in-kind donations. 
 



 

InterAction Member Activity Report for North Korea 
September 2002 

11  

 In North Korea, AmeriCares works with the Flood Damage Rehabilitation  Committee (FDRC) 
and is given a written agreement from them that all AmeriCares products will not be diverted to 
the military, but will only be used for infants, the ill and the needy. AmeriCares relief workers 
accompany each shipment and stay for a one week period.  During this time visits are made to all 
warehouses at each distribution site.  Spot checks are done on AmeriCares inventory to ensure 
proper distribution, and follow-up visits are conducted on a regular basis. 
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Baptist World Aid 
 
US Contact 
Paul Montacute or Lee Hickman 
Baptist World Aid 
405 N. Washington 
St. Falls Church, VA 22046 
Tel: 703-790-8980 
Fax: 703-893-5160 
E-mail: bwaid@bwanet.org  
 
Website:  www.bwanet.org/bwaid  

Field Contact 
Please contact the St. Falls Church office 

 
Introduction to Baptist World Aid (BWAid) 
BWAid works through Baptist communities around the world, mitigating suffering and 
providing long-range help for persons in need regardless of religion, nationality, tribe or class.  
BWAid also helps poor people avoid situations of famine and malnourishment and improve their 
capacity for self-help and wage earning. 
 
Baptist World Aid in North Korea 
BWAid works in partnership with Hungarian Baptist Aid, mainly in Sariwon. 
The agency’s priorities are working with national and local officials in improving the medical 
and children’s facilities.  Food, medical equipment and medicines have been sent and distributed 
to the main hospital, children’s hospital and orphanage.  Further shipments are underway, 
together with a water purification plant.  The establishment of a biscuit factory is being explored. 
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Catholic Relief Services 
 
US Contact 
Ms. Petula Nash 
Senior Regional Representative EURASIA 
Catholic Relief Services 
209 West Fayette Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
Tel: 410-951-7383 
E-mail: pnash@catholicrelief.org   
Website: www.catholicrelief.org  

Field Contact 
Mr. Jonathan Evans 
Deputy Regional Director, Program 
Quality/Growth 
PO Box 4484 JKTM 
Jakarta, 12044 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62-21-725-1660 
E-mail: jevans@cbn.net.id  

 
Introduction to Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
CRS was founded in 1943 by the Catholic Bishops of the United States to assist the poor and 
disadvantaged outside the country. It is administered by a Board of Bishops selected by the 
Episcopal Conference of the United States, and is staffed by men and women committed to the 
Catholic Church’s apostolate of helping those in need. It maintains strict standards of efficiency 
and accountability. The fundamental motivating force in all activities of CRS is the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as it pertains to the alleviation of human suffering, the development of people and 
the fostering of charity and justice in the world. The policies and programs of the agency reflect 
and express the teachings of the Catholic Church. At the same time, CRS assists persons on the 
basis of need not creed, race or nationality. 
CRS gives active witness to the mandate of Jesus Christ to respond to human needs by: 
responding to victims of natural and man-made disasters; providing assistance to the poor to 
alleviate their immediate needs; supporting self-help programs which involve people and 
communities in their own development; helping those it serves to restore and preserve their 
dignity and to realize their potential;  collaborating with religious and non-sectarian persons and 
groups of goodwill in programs and projects which contribute to a more equitable society; and 
helping to educate the people of the United States to fulfill their moral responsibilities in 
alleviating human suffering, removing its causes and promoting social justice.   
 
Catholic Relief Services in North Korea 
CRS works with partner organizations to provide humanitarian assistance and promote health 
programming in North Korea. CRS is a regular contributor to Caritas Internationalis/Hong Kong 
appeals; CRS contributed $75,000 in each of the fiscal years 2000 and 2001 to Caritas Hong 
Kong, which has focused on providing food assistance to nurseries and kindergartens, as well as 
on the provision of food assistance to pregnant and nursing women.  Individuals in these 
institutions have been severely affected by the collapse of the economy and prolonged food 
shortages. Caritas Hong Kong has recently issued a new appeal for $2,651,000, covering the 
period 1 April 2002 to 31 March 2003.  CRS plans to contribute a minimum of $75,000 to this 
appeal which will support food aid, health, agriculture/fisheries and other humanitarian needs. 
 
CRS also supports health programming in North Korea in alliance with Maryknoll Missionaries 
South Korea and the Eugene Bell Foundation.  Tuberculosis treatment centers which are under 
the jurisdiction of the DPRK Ministry of Public Health are given “support packages” that include 
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a Direct Observed Treatment System (DOTS), a tuberculosis medicine package, an x-ray 
machine and film, microscopes and slides for TB detection, as well as a hand tiller, pump, hand 
tools and a supply of seeds and fertilizer to grow food for the patients.   
 
Caritas, Eugene Bell Foundation, Maryknoll and CRS staff make regular project monitoring 
visits to North Korea. 
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The Christian Reformed World Relief Committee 

 
US Contact 
Kristen deRoo VanderBerg 
2850 Kalamazoo Ave SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49560 
Tel: 800-55-CRWRC 
Fax: 616-224-0806 
E-mail: DerooK@crcna.org  
Website: www.crwrc.org    

Field Contact 
Please contact the Grand Rapids office 

 
Introduction to Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) 
CRWRC is a Christian international relief and development agency that is aiding the poor in 29 
countries around the world.  CRWRC’s mission is to engage God’s people in redeeming 
resources and developing gifts in collaborative activities of love, mercy, justice, and compassion. 
This mission is carried out in collaboration with local churches and non-governmental 
organizations in all of the countries where they work 
 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee in North Korea 
CRWRC is one of eight Canadian Food Grains Bank (CFGB) members who have been working 
together to respond to the long-term food deficit situation in North Korea.  This response has 
been on-going for some time.  In fact, at a recent CFGB board meeting, a representative from a 
North Korean partner group was in attendance to report on the progress of the relief programs. 
 
Projects 
There are currently two North Korea projects with which CRWRC is involved: 
 
CRWRC is one of 8 CFGB members involved in distributing 7,500 metric tons of wheat flour, 
which is valued at $2.6 million US.  These food supplies will go to 18 local factories around the 
country that produce high-energy biscuits for children and high-energy noodles for pregnant and 
nursing mothers. The target beneficiary groups are children (through orphanages, baby homes, 
and schools) and pregnant/lactating mothers. The Presbyterian World Service & Development is 
the lead agency in this program. 
 
In Kangwon Province, CRWRC is working through the CFGB to facilitate a food security 
project.  This project is providing seed and agricultural inputs to the Ranjong cooperative farm.  
CRWRC has already contributed $40,000 US to this project.  An additional $21,600 US of inputs 
will be purchased and distributed in collaboration with Caritas Hong Kong. 
 
Disaster and Emergency Relief 
CRWRC has a long history of helping people and communities respond to and recover from 
disasters.  While it is often involved in providing emergency food and supplies to international 
disaster sites, CRWRC’s niche is long-term recovery and disaster mitigation.   
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In North Korea, both of these aspects of CRWRC’s disaster relief programs are evidenced.  
Emergency food has been supplied to help people meet their immediate needs.  At the same time, 
a heavy emphasis has been placed on helping communities develop long-term food security 
through a co-operative farm. 

 
Agriculture and Food Production 
CRWRC is involved in a number of agriculture programs around the world.  These initiatives are 
undertaken in partnership with local, non-governmental organizations and help individuals 
increase their crop yield through improved agricultural techniques, irrigation, and new seed 
varieties. 

 
In North Korea, CRWRC is working with Caritas Hong Kong to help farmers run a co-operative 
farm. Previous harvests were destroyed by drought and seed supplies had been used up. By 
providing these farmers with seed and other agricultural inputs, CRWRC is helping them to 
invest in a new harvest season while also providing them with tools for the future.  

 
Organizational Capacity Building 
CRWRC’s ministry is carried out in partnership with local, non-governmental organizations in 
29 countries around the world.  CRWRC staff works alongside these partner groups and provides 
them with mentoring and training, while receiving valuable feedback and insight from the 
partner groups in return.    

 
Through partnerships like this, CRWRC is able to become more closely linked with the 
communities that it works with. CRWRC is also able to equip partner agencies to carry out 
effective programs long after its partnership with them is over.      
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Church World Service 
 
US Contact 
Donna Derr, Associate Director 
110 Maryland Ave, NE, Suite 108 
Washington, DC 20002 
Tel: 202-544-2350 
Fax: 202-546-6232 
E-mail: donnajderr@aol.com  
Website: www.churchworldservice.org  

Field Contact 
WFP/Food Aid Liaison Unit  
PO Box 27 Munsudong 
Pyongyang 
DPR Korea 
Tel:  +850-2-3817-220 
 

 
Introduction to Church World Services (CWS) 
CWS, founded in 1946, is the relief, development, and refugee assistance ministry of 36 
Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican denominations in the United States. Working in partnership 
with local organizations in more than 80 countries, CWS supports sustainable self-help 
development, meets emergency needs, aids refugees, and helps address the root causes of 
poverty and powerlessness. Within the United States, CWS assists communities in responding to 
disasters, resettles refugees, promotes fair national and international policies, provides 
educational resources, and offers opportunities to join a people-to-people network of local and 
global caring through participation in Crop Walks, The Tools Of Hope & Blanket Program, and 
the “Gift of the Heart” Kit Program. Through CWS, members of congregations in the USA come 
together with the ecumenical family worldwide to witness and share Christ’s love with all 
people. CWS achieves its mission by: sharing and receiving the Gospel; providing opportunities 
to work together worldwide; meeting basic needs of people; advocating for justice, human rights 
and the dignity of all; educating for peace and reconciliation; and promoting the integrity of the 
environment. 
 
Church World Service in North Korea 
CWS is the one of the lead agencies for support for the international network of churches and 
church-related relief agencies, the Action by Churches Together (ACT) International network. In 
this role, CWS administers and facilitates the ACT network support and partnership in the NGO 
Food Aid Liaison Unit (FALU) within the WFP office in Pyongyang.  This work is done in 
conjunction with the Korean Christian Federation (KCF), the CWS partner that represents the 
Protestant churches in North Korea.  
 
Work has been based in Pyongyang with assistance going to different parts of the country. 
Among them: Sepo County, Kangwon Province, site of a seed potato project. 
CWS work is funded by its member denominations and by public contributions. 
Church World Service’s overall mission in North Korea is to support the activities of the WFP 
Food Aid Liaison Unit in trying to provide food security through the provision of food and 
nutritional supplement donations and to provide shipments of nutritional supplements and other 
food items as requested. The organization’s efforts focus on trying to ensure assistance to the 
most vulnerable.  
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Projects 
In North Korea, CWS’s primary work has been in the sectors of disaster and emergency relief, 
particularly food aid and in health care. CWS has acted as facilitator for inputs that include: 
health/medical care; provision of pharmaceutical raw materials for local production; provision of 
plastic sheeting and raw material for greenhouses along with training and exposure programs; 
provision of nutritional inputs and non-food items to the vulnerable in emergency situations. 
Since 1996, CWS has helped provide some $3 million in food, medicines, medical supplies, 
blankets, “Gift of the Heart” Health Kits, clothing, seeds, and fertilizers for people in need in 
North Korea. Blankets have been distributed to maternity wards, children’s welfare centers, and 
nursery schools. CWS has also helped to implement a potato growing project in Sepo County, 
Kangwon Province, to help increase seed potato production for Sepo County and surrounding 
areas. Later this year, a major shipment of food is planned for North Korea. 
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Concern Worldwide 

 
US Contact 
Dominic MacSorley 
Concern Worldwide 
104 East 40th Street, Room 903 
New York, NY 10016             
Tel: 212-557-8000 
E-mail: dominic.macsorley@concern-ny.org  
Website: www.concernusa.org 

Field Contact 
Donal O’Sullivan, Acting Country Director 
Concern Worldwide DPR Korea 
602 Munsudong,  
Taedonggang District 
Pyongang 
Tel: +850-2-381-7112 
E-mail: conkorea@public2.bta.net.cn  

 
 
Introduction to Concern Worldwide 
Concern Worldwide is a non-denominational voluntary organization dedicated to the relief, 
assistance and advancement of the poorest of the poor in the least developed countries of the 
world. Concern believes in a world where no one lives in poverty, or fear or oppression; where 
all have access to a decent standard of living and the opportunities and choices essential to a 
long, healthy and creative life; where everyone is treated with equal dignity and respect.  The 
agency’s mission is to enable absolutely poor people to achieve major improvements in their 
lives that are sustainable without ongoing support from Concern. To this end the organization 
works with the poor themselves and with local and international partners who share Concern’s 
vision to create just and peaceful societies where the poor can exercise their fundamental rights.  
 
Concern Worldwide in North Korea 
Concern Worldwide became  operational in DPRK in 1997 following an official request  for  
emergency/rehabilitation assistance. Concern’s primary focus has been on food 
security/agricultural recovery, winter relief and water-sanitation programs with some 
diversification into the environment sector. These programs have been implemented in six 
counties of one single province (South Pyongan). Concern’s annual budget for the DPRK in 
2002 is $2.9 million. Our programs are funded through  3 main donors - the European Union 
(EU), the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) and the Swedish 
International Development Agency (SIDA), and are  implemented with the support of the Flood 
Damage Rehabilitation Committee (FDRC) at central, provisional and county levels. Concern 
actively  collaborates with Government, other NGOs, EU and UN agencies. 
 
Food Security/Agriculture 
Funded under EU food Security, this program will be on-going until November 2002 and 
operates in six counties of South Pyongan Province, namely Anju, Dokchon, Pukchang, 
Pyonsong, Sinyang and Yangdok. Our objective is to increase food production by 20% and 
provide an adequate supply of appropriate planting material for future years. Beneficiaries are 
900,000 inhabitants (rural and urban) of the six target counties. 
 
 
 
Outputs: 
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• Provision of agricultural inputs to 36 co-operative farms, including  plastic sheeting,  
tractor tires, chemicals, and knapsack sprayers, vegetable seeds, winter wheat seed, soya 
bean seed and improved potato storage facilities. 

 
Food Security/Irrigation 
Funded under EC Food Security, the aim of this program is to improve food security in two 
target provinces by rehabilitating  pumping  stations. The target provinces are part of the main  
wetland rice growing region, representing 45% of national production. During the past decade, 
co-operative farms have suffered a drastic decline in agricultural output. Rehabilitating the 
irrigation networks should result in increased output and improved food security. 
 
Environmental Protection 
Funded by SIDA, this program operates in seven counties in South Pyongan Province, namely,  
Anju, Dokchon, Hoechang, Pukchang, Pyonsong, Sinyang, Songchon and Yangdok. The 
program supports activities in seven cooperative farm tree nurseries as well as the central  
nursery in Sunan. Our target beneficiaries are the 300,000 people living in both rural and urban 
areas. The main objective of the program is to support and assist local authorities, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Land and Environmental protection, in deterring deforestation 
by rehabilitating 15 nurseries, facilitating the urgent plantation of wood for fuel and other 
domestic purposes and supporting efforts to reduce soil erosion .  
Outputs: 

• Propagation of five million tree seedlings 
• Provision of tools and equipment to tree nurseries  
• Collaboration with the forestry Institute outside Pyongyang. 
• Training for tree nursery workers in the form of study tours to tree nurseries and institutes 

in China 
 
Water & Sanitation 
Funded by ECHO, Concern is implementing the rehabilitation of urban/rural water supply  
system in Pukchang County, South Pyongan Province.  
Outputs: 

• Water infrastructure problems such  as repair of pumps and water pipes 
• Improved protection  of springs and wells 
• Improved water treatment facilities that currently lack chlorine to disinfect water 
• Improved anti-epidemic stations that currently lack equipment and materials to carry out  

routine water testing analysis 
• Improved hygiene education 
• Partnership with the FDRC, the Ministry of City Management, the Ministry of Public 

Health and within this ministry, the Institute of Public Health Education 
 
Future Plans 
As Concern moves into its 5th year of operations in 2002, the organization has begun a review of 
its programming as part of an overall process toward developing a three year country strategic 
plan that will aim for greater community involvement. 
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Heifer International 
 
US Contact 
Dr. Robert K. Pelant 
1015 Louisiana Street 
Little Rock, AR 72202 
Tel: 501-907-2639 
E-mail: robert.Pelant@heifer.org  
Website: www.heifer.org  

 Field Contact 
Mr. Chen Taiyong 
Heifer China 
C-8 Tian Le Jia Yuan, No. 10, Section 4,  
South Yi Huan Road 
Chengdu, Sichuan Province 610041 
China 
Tel: +86-28-85562245 
E-mail: taiyong@hipochina.org  

 
Introduction to Heifer International 
The mission of Heifer International is to work with communities to end hunger and poverty and 
care for the earth. 
 
Heifer International in North Korea 
In North Korea, Heifer International is involved in agriculture and food production, education 
and training, as well as rural development. Heifer’s first objective is to assist in selected marginal 
areas, with sustainable food production for cooperative farms and individual families. The 
second objective is to provide training to farm/community leaders and to farm families, both in 
general animal management and in technical areas, such as animal health, nutrition and breeding. 
 
Programs 
Heifer has programs located in Anju, Kujang, Hayangsun and Sinuiju. The most recent programs 
include poultry, swine and rabbits. Animals are placed with farms/cooperatives/breeding centers 
and used for improving the quality of local stock, as well as for being a base of distribution of 
animals for individual families. Training for technical staff and farmers is provided within the 
communities, as well as to a limited degree in China at our program sites there. There is a 
significant use of Chinese and Chinese/Korean experts in the training and technical assistance 
aspects of the programs. Families that receive animals pass on offspring to other families, 
thereby expanding the outreach. 
 
Heifer receives funding from individual donors and provides US$ 200,000 per year in program 
aid. Heifer works with the Flood Damage Rehabilitation Committee (FDRC) , the Ministry of 
Agriculture as well as with several cooperative farms in Anju, Sinuiju, Kujang, Hyangsan and 
Pyongyang areas. Heifer collaborates with the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) in 
sharing training resources and other inputs. We hope that this will increase in the future. 
 
Heifer has found the personnel in the DPRK mission to the UN, based in New York, to be most 
cooperative and helpful. Of course, communicating directly with them and having them pass on 
information to the FDRC and Ministry of Agriculture in Pyongyang is tedious, but it is working 
to the organization’s satisfaction to date. The Heifer China Office also has a limited amount of 
direct communications with the FDRC and Ministry of Agriculture in Pyongyang. 
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Holt International Children’s Services 
 
US Contact 
David Lim, ACSW 
Director of International Programs for 
Northeast Asia 
Holt International Children’s Services 
PO Box 2880 
Eugene, Oregon 97402 
Tel: 541-687-2202 
Fax: 541-683-6175 
E-mail: davidl@holtintl.org  
Website: www.holtintl.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact the main office in Eugene, Oregon 

 
Introduction to Holt International Children’s Services 
Holt’s mission is very simple: every child deserves a home of his or her own through a 
permanent loving family. Holt prevents the institutionalization of children through family 
reunification; family preservation; nutrition support; health and medical services; temporary 
foster care; food and shelter for displaced children; pregnancy counseling and shelter care for 
mothers at risk; as well as domestic and international adoption.  
 
Holt International in North Korea 
The primary objective of Holt International’s North Korea program is to ensure that children 
who are separated from their birth families, or who are at serious risk of separating from their 
birth families, receive adequate nutritional and medical support. Holt International’s programs in 
the DPRK focus on relief. 
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International Aid 
 
US Contact 
Mark Heydenberg 
17011 W. Hickory 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 
Tel: 616-846-7490 or 800-251-2502 
Fax: 616-846-3482 
E-mail: kaymar@novagate.com  
Website: www.internationalaid.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact the Spring Lake office 

 
Introduction to International Aid 
International Aid is a Christian relief and development agency that responds to Biblical mandates 
by providing and supporting solutions in healthcare. For over 21 years, International Aid has 
been providing assistance and medical support to missionaries worldwide, and partnering with 
churches throughout the United States to reach some of the most desperate countries devastated 
by war, famine and drought. Founded as an agency committed to supporting missionaries, 
International Aid serves a global network of mission hospitals, clinics, orphanages and churches 
across the globe. Through its missionary assistance, medical support, church-based compassion 
ministries and relief and development services, International Aid reaches out to those in need 
regardless of nationality, ethnicity or creed. 
 

International Aid in North Korea 
International Aid recently made a trip to North Korea to evaluate the TB hospitals and rest 
homes. While there, International Aid installed an x-ray unit at Haeju Prophylactic Hospital. 
Food, blankets, medical equipment and pharmaceuticals were distributed during the trip. 
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Korean American Sharing Movement 
 
US Contact 
Sekyu Chang, President 
KASM 
2750 Gallows Road, Suite 304 
Vienna, VA 22180 
Tel: 703-204-0012 
Fax: 703-204-0017 
E-mail: jparkhome@yahoo.com  
Website: www.kasm.org  

Field Contact 
Please contact the Vienna office 

 
Introduction to Korean American Sharing Movement (KASM) 
The mission of KASM is to mobilize and deliver financial and technical assistance, thereby 
channeling the humanitarian aid to those who suffer from poverty and famine all over the world. 
 The immediate impetus to founding KASM came from the need to respond to a deepening 
humanitarian crisis in North Korea caused by massive famine exacerbated by natural disasters in 
the mid-90s. Since its foundation in 1997, KASM has raised more than US$700,000 in cash, in 
addition to significant in-kind donations from the caring supporters in the Washington capital 
and Baltimore areas and beyond, and has helped relieve hardships among those famine victims. 
In recent years, there has been a shift of focus in KASM from emergency relief aid to a more 
long- term assistance in the areas of education, cultural exchanges, and training. In addition to its 
activities in North Korea, KASM has recently been actively pursuing its mission in local Korean 
American issues, especially in the areas of education, youth, and social services.  
 
KASM in North Korea 
 
Disaster and Emergency Relief: 
Most of KASM’s programs in North Korea have been directed toward emergency relief in food 
(maize) for the famine victims, with additional shipments of fertilizer, medicine, clothing, and 
other supplies. Much of the delivery of the relief aid has been carried out with assistance from 
other agencies that have established long term aid activities in North Korea, such as the Eugene 
Bell Foundation, the World Food Program (WFP) and Mercy Corps International. Also, visiting 
dignitaries of the United States, including Rep. Tony Hall and the Hon. William Perry, 
graciously carried KASM relief supplies. In 2001, KASM funded the delivery of about 
US$500,000 worth of sneakers donated by Nike with the assistance of Mercy Corps. KASM also 
has a  bread factory pilot project to feed hungry children in a facility for displaced children in the 
Rajin-Sonbong district. 
 
Participation in PVOC  
Since 1999, KASM has been one of 9 member agencies that constitute the Private Voluntary 
Organization  Consortium (PVOC), participating in Phase IV of its seed potato project and 
100,000 metric tons of Food For Work (FFW) projects. Over the two year period, KASM made a 
financial contribution of $30,000 to the projects and sent Carl Harris on two occasions as a 
KASM representative in the FFW project team. While further study awaits for the evaluation of 
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the performance of the seed potato project component of the Phase IV PVOC activities, KASM 
believes that its participation in PVOC made a positive historic contribution at a critical juncture 
in the US - North Korea relationships.     
 
Advocacy and Other Community Activities 
KASM continues its advocacy role on behalf of the vulnerable people in North Korea, in 
cooperation with the InterAction North Korea Working Group, the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL), and Korean-American organizations. In an emotionally charged 
area of how best to assist food migrants in the border areas, KASM has recently issued a position 
statement advocating for a low-key and effective assistance instead of high-profile media based 
actions that may backfire. KASM will continue its effort to bring about better understanding of 
the unique culture and history of North Korean people to its American audience.   
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Lutheran World Relief 
 
Contacts 
Kenlynn Schroeder 
Lutheran World Relief 
700 Light Street 
Baltimore, MD 21230 
Tel: 410-230-2812 
E-mail: kschroeder@lwr.org  
Website: www.lwr.org  
 

Field Contact 
Please contact the Baltimore office 

 
Introduction to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
LWR is the overseas development and relief agency working on behalf of U.S. Lutheran 
churches to alleviate poverty and overcome injustice. In the 55 years since its creation, LWR has 
evolved from a relief agency shipping material resources to Europe to a catalyst for development 
and emergency assistance throughout the world.  LWR currently supports more than seventy-five 
partners through its extensive cash grant, material aid, and capacity strengthening program. In an 
emergency situation, LWR responds by supporting local partners and through the Action by 
Churches Together (ACT) network. As a good steward of its resources for emergency response, 
LWR supports only partners that 1) have experience working in the region and addressing 
specific needs of affected communities, 2) provide assistance to the most vulnerable populations 
regardless of race, religion, gender, creed or political affiliation, and 3) evaluate and report on 
their work with accountability.  
 
Lutheran World Relief in North Korea 
Over the last year, LWR provided a total of $463,500 in material aid and cash grants to assist 
North Koreans affected by the severe food shortage and floods. The support included: 
 
Agricultural Recovery and Rehabilitation:  
For the last two years, LWR has been supporting an agricultural project on the western coastal 
plain, one of the country’s major rice growing regions. The project’s priority is to restore food 
production and reduce dependency on outside food aid. Implemented by the American Friends 
Service Committee (AFSC), the approach of the project is to work with cooperative farms in the 
development of alternative sustainable agriculture techniques. Through the provision of materials 
and training and with the assistance of local scientists, the project is improving soil fertility, 
developing non-chemical fertilizer techniques, and strengthening seed genetic lines. Production 
rates of the cooperative farms have increased by 30% in the last two years as compared to the 
1998 crop season.  This year, an additional cooperative farm has been added to the project. 
 
Material Aid:  
LWR has helped vulnerable families affected by the food crisis in the areas surrounding 
Pyongyang by sending quilts, sewing kits, and health kits, all of which were distributed by 
Church World Service (CWS). LWR has also provided quilts for 14,000 people whose homes 
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were damaged or destroyed by severe flooding in the region of Wonsan. The Mennonite Central 
Committee coordinated the distribution of these quilts. 
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Mercy Corps 
 
Contacts 
Ellsworth Culver 
Sr. Vice President 
Mercy Corps 
3015 SW First Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97201 
Tel: 503 796-6817 
Fax: 503 241-2850 
E-mail: eculver@mercycorps.org 
 
Nancy Lindborg 
Executive Vice President 
Mercy Corps  
1730 Rhode Island Avenue NW, Suite 707 
Washington, DC  20036 
Tel: 202-463-7383 
Fax: 202-463-7322 
E-mail: nlindborg@mercycorpsdc.org 
 
Website: www.mercycorps.org 

Field Contact 
Please contact the Portland or DC office 
 
Media contact: 
Laura Guimond, Director 
Program Information and External Relations  
Mercy Corps  
Tel: 503-796-6827 
Fax: 503-796-6843 
E-mail: lguimond@mercycorps.org  
 
 

 
Introduction to Mercy Corps  
Mercy Corps exists to alleviate suffering, poverty and oppression by helping people build secure, 
productive and just communities. Since 1979, Mercy Corps has provided more than $640 million 
in aid to 74 nations. The agency currently reaches more than 5 million people in over 30 
countries. More than 91 percent of  Mercy Corps' resources are allocated to programs that help 
those in need. 
 
Mercy Corps in North Korea 
Mercy Corps is committed to peaceful change on the Korean peninsula and has been a leader 
since early 1996 in providing humanitarian assistance to the DPRK.  Mercy Corps has provided 
food, agricultural inputs and medical supplies, initiated conferences to increase coordination, 
participated in global dialogue and organized exchanges between the DPRK and the United 
States.  
 
Agriculture and Food Production:   
Mercy Corps is continuing efforts to assist the Kum Jongni Cooperative Farm by introducing 
innovative agricultural methods and products aimed at increasing long-term food production.  
Since March 2000, Mercy Corps has delivered 46,000 apple seedlings, 1,500 pounds of grass and 
alfalfa seed, 65,116 pounds of fertilizer, 3 windmills, and over 23,000 pounds of vegetable seed 
to the Kum Jongni Farm. Mercy Corps has identified a prime source for apple trees in China. 
The North Korean government sent a 4-member delegation to China to examine local apple tree 
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varieties to determine if they would be suitable for North Korea. As a result, Mercy Corps 
shipped 26,000 fruit trees from China to the Kum Jongni Farm in North Korea.  
 
 
Emergency Relief: 
Since early 1996, Mercy Corps has responded vigorously to the flooding, drought and collapsed 
economy that led to five consecutive years of disastrous food shortages. To address these needs, 
Mercy Corps has: 
• Distributed medical supplies, hygiene kits and food packs to over 35,000 families in the 

northern regions of the country; 
• Shipped over $14.3 million worth of critically needed medicines, medical supplies and food;  
• Distributed and monitored 230,000 metric tons of US food aid and $5 million worth of US 

medical supplies as part of a Consortium of Private Voluntary Organizations. During this 
project, a total of 35 US food monitors worked for up to eight month- long stretches in the 
first ever deployment of US PVOs inside North Korea.  

 
Medical Care: 
• Providing medical equipment, medicines, and medical advice to health facilities and 

personnel and providing basic medical care to the most medically needy in the northern 
provinces. 

 
Cooperative Efforts 
Mercy Corps continues to work with a network of private and nonprofit, international, and 
governmental organizations to provide assistance to North Korea. 
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U.S. Fund For UNICEF 
 
US Contact 
Program and Donor Services                                                                     
U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
333 East 38th Street 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel: 212-686-5522 
E-mail: information@unicefusa.org 
Website: www.unicefusa.org 
 

Field Contact  
UNICEF 
PO Box 90 
Pyongyang 
DPR Korea 
E-mail: pyongyang@unicef.org 

 
Introduction to U.S. Fund for UNICEF 
The U.S. Fund for UNICEF works for the survival, protection and development of children 
worldwide through education, advocacy and fundraising for UNICEF programs in over 160 
developing countries and territories. 
 
U.S. Fund for UNICEF in North Korea 
The overall focus of UNICEF’s program is to meet the immediate humanitarian needs of the 
most vulnerable population. The main program stakeholders are around 15 million children and 
women, including 2.5 million children under five, 480,000 pregnant and 450,000 lactating 
women. Key priorities are as follows: 
• To support the delivery of basic life sustaining services in health and nutrition, including 

rehabilitation of severely malnourished children. 
• To support critical prevention programs such as malnutrition, immunization plus, water and 

environmental sanitation and basic education. 
• To support the development of national capacity of service providers, caregivers and families 

through training, technical assistance, planning and monitoring. 
• To respond to short-term natural disasters. 
 
Water and Environmental Sanitation 
Unsafe water, unsanitary environments and a poor knowledge of effective hygiene practices 
plague a large proportion of the population.  UNICEF will target 3,500 children in 39 homes and 
100 schools and 1.2 million people in specified counties.  Their main priorities include:  
1. Addressing immediate water and sanitation problems for targeted children’s institutions and 

schools.  
2. Developing effective, low-cost approaches to improving county/city water supply and 

sanitation. 
3. Providing chemicals for chlorination of existing water supplies 
 
Aid will be in the form of technical assistance, spare parts and fuel for well drilling machines, 
water pipes and other materials for piped water systems, chemicals for chlorination and water 
testing, materials for Information, Education, Communication (IEC) and training.  
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Education 
As the only resident agency providing support to basic education, UNICEF aims to increase the 
availability of basic learning materials in 1,000 of the most disadvantaged primary schools, while 
training 200 teachers in new teaching methods and learning assessments. UNICEF will work to 
improve the quality of the learning environment through the development of a basic education 
information system, which will generate basic data for analysis and planning.   
 
Nutrition 
Nutrition rehabilitation is an essential component that can help severely malnourished children of 
North Korea. Some 10,000 children will be treated in 29 hospitals and 13 baby homes supported 
by UNICEF. Other children, as well as pregnant and lactating women, will receive the most 
critical micronutrients vitamin A, iron, and iodine through fortified and supplementary food.   
 
Other nutrition activities include: training health staff and caregivers, providing technical 
assistance to Government and external partners, promoting breastfeeding, providing equipment 
for increased growth monitoring, distributing IEC materials, and supplying  vitamin/mineral pre-
mix for food fortification done in collaboration with WFP. 
 
Health 
Maternal health and safe motherhood 
Priority attention will be given to the treatment of the most important causes of childhood illness 
and death and to the promotion of safe motherhood. Essential medicines and equipment will be 
regularly provided to all facilities through the UNICEF- supported Essential Drug Project, which 
targets all children below the age of 5 (approximately 2.5 million), 480,000 pregnant and 
450,000 lactating women. Some 400 health workers will be trained and an integrated training 
program will be written and adopted by the Ministry of Public Health. Public awareness of 
maternal health issues and HIV/AIDS prevention will also increase through the dissemination of 
basic information.     
 
Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) 
UNICEF will continue to fund EPI vaccine requirements and cold chain equipment in order to 
maintain gains in its polio eradication program and in childhood immunization. Such support 
will buy supplies to vaccinate 470,000 children under the age of one and 480,000 pregnant 
women.  Also, two National Immunization Polio Days in October and November 2002 will 
target all children under five years of age.   
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World Vision 
 
US Contact 
Gregory Kearns 
220 I Street NE, Suite 270 
Washington, DC 20002 
Tel: 202-547-3743 
E-mail: gjearns@worldvision.org  
 
Media Contact 
Elaine Bole 
Media Relations Manager 
World Vision United States-DC 
220 I Street NE, Suite 270 
Washington, DC 20002 
Tel: 202-608-1842 
Fax: 202-542-4834 
E-mail: ebole@worldvision.org  
 
Website: www.worldvision.org  

Field Contact  
Please contact the Washington DC office 

 
Introduction to World Vision 
World Vision International is a Christian relief and development organization working for the 
well being of all people, especially children. Through emergency relief, education, health care, 
economic development and promotion of justice, World Vision helps communities help 
themselves. 

World Vision in North Korea                                                                                  
World Vision’s objective in North Korea is to improve the lives of children and families through 
agriculture and food production, rural development and health care. World Vision is at the initial 
stages of establishing an office in Pyongyang and does not yet have a full time representative in 
the country. Most World Vision projects are executed in partnership with the Korea National 
Economy Cooperation Association. 

Projects                                                                                                                                                      Virus-Free 
Seed Potatoes: World Vision provides farmers with the seeds and the technical assistance to 
grow virus-free seed potatoes.  Funded through World Vision in South Korea with the support of 
the South Korean government, the project continues to increase food supplies on a national level, 
improving food security for much of the population. WV will continue its support for FY 02. 

Hydroponic Vegetable Production: World Vision distributes 600 metric tons of vegetables to 
kindergartens, hospitals, schools, and elderly person’s homes in Pyongyang and nearby. 
Observations of children in kindergartens have been conducted in order to assess the benefits of 
the vegetables. 
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Cooperative Farms: World Vision supports cooperative farming efforts in Kaechon, Anju, 
Tongbong and Changso through agricultural training. The project has proved effective and has 
greatly aided farms in coping with the recent drought. 

Noodle Factories: Noodle factories provide tens of thousands of noodle soup meals to children, 
the elderly and the hospitalized as well as jobs for thousands more. 

Kaechon Hospital: World Vision supports the hospital at Kaechon by providing it with medical 
supplies as well as medical experts who train and advise the hospital’s medical staff as they 
develop the hospital’s operations. 

 


